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S'E C T I O N I. 

EUROPEANS undcrftand by die Eaft-Indies all the coun- 
tries and empires, which laying fouth of Tartary, extend 
from the eaftem frontiers of Pcrfia, to the eaftcrn coafts of 
China. The iflands of Japan are likewiie included in this denomina- 
tion; as are all the Malay iflands^ in which the Dutch have fuch 
valuable pofiefHons, and which extend to the fouthw^d^ as far as the 
coafts jof New Holland, and eadward to lands upknown. 

But the name of India can only with propriety be applied to the 
country which is diftinguifhed in Afia as well as in Europe by the name 
of Indoftan, 

That part of the weftem fide of Indoftan, which is not bounded by 
the fea, ij feparated from Perfia and the Ufteg Tartary by defarts, and 
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by thofe mountains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamifus: Mount Caucafus forms its btfricr to the noytb> 
fepasating^ it from various nations of Tartars, from the great and Ihtle 
Thibetr From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, m^rfhes and rivers divide it 
from the kingdoms of Tepra> Ailami and Aracan : the fea, from Chi- 
tigan to cape Comorin and from hence to Perfia, embraces the reft of 
Indoftan. 

This great extent of country has been inhabited, from the earlieft 
antiquity, by a people who have no reiemblance either in their figures 
or manners with any of the nations which are contiguous to them. 
Although thefe nations have at different times fent conquerors amongft 
them, who have cftablifhed thefiiielves in different parts of the country : 
dthoagli the MogulTartars under Tamerlane and his fucceflbrs have at 
laft rendered themielves lords of almoft the whole of it ; yet the origin 
nal inhabitants have loft very little of their original character by the 
tftiablifhrnent of thefe ftrangers amongft them. 

Besides the particular denominations which they receive from the 
cafls and countries in which they are born, there is one more general^ 
which is applied indifcriminately. to diftinguifti the original natives 
from all who have intruded themielves amongft them, Hendoo^ from 
whence Indian. 

The Indians have loft all memory of the ages in which they began 
to believe in Vistnou, Eswara, Brama, and a hundred thoufand 
divinities fubordinate to thefe. Thefe divinities are worfhipped in temples 
c^led Pagodas in every part of Indoftan, the whole extent of which is 
hoty land to hs inhabitants, that is, there is no^ part in which fbme di- 
vinity has not appeared and done fomething to merit a temple and 
priefts to take care of it. Some of thefe fabrics are of immemorial an- 
tiquity : they are at the fame time monuments of fuch ftupendous la- 
bour, that they are fuppo&d to have been built by the gods to whom 
they are confecrated. 
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The hiftory of tbefe gods is a heap of the greateft abfurSties. It 
is Efwara tvvifling off the neck of Brama i it is the Sun^ who gets hb 
teeth knocked out, and the Moon, who has her face beat black and 
blue at a feaft, at which the gods quarrel and fight with the fpirit of a 
mob. They fay diat the Sun and Moon carry in their faces to this day 
die marks of this iMroil. Here and there a moral ex metaphyfical alle- 
gory, and ibmetimes a trace of the hiftory of a firft legiflator, is dif^ 
cerniUe in thefe ftories ; but in general they are fb very extravagant and 
incoherent, that we ftiould be left to wonder how a people (b realbnable 
in other refpedts (hould have adopted fuch a code of nonfenfe as a 
creed of religion, did we not find the fame credulity in the hiftories of 
nations much more enlightened. 



The Bramins, who are the tribe of the priefthood, delcend firom tfaoie 
Brachmans who are mentioned to us with fo much reverence by anti^ 
quity, and although much inferior dther as philofbphers or men of 
learning to the reputation of their anceftors, as priefts their religious doc- 
trines are ftiU implicitly followed by the whole nation, and as preceptors 
they are the foufce of all the knowledge which exifts in Indoftan. 

Even at this day feme of them are capable of calculating an eclipfe, ' 
and this (eems to be the utmoft ftcetch of their mathematical know- 
ledge. They have a good idea of logic : but it does not appear 
that they have any treatifes on rhetoric ; their ideas of mufic, if we 
may judge from the practice, are barbarous j and in medicine they 
derive no afiliftance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince diifedions 
are repugnant to their religion. 

They (bed no blood and eat no flefh, becaufe they believe in the 
tranfinigration of ibuls ; they encourage wives to bum themfelves with 
their deceafed huibands, and feem to make die perfeftion of religi<m to 
confift in a pundual obfervance of numerous ceremonies performed in 
the worfhip of their gods, and in a ffaidt attention to keep their bodies 
iree firons. pollution. Hence purifications and ablutions, as dictated by 
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their (criptures, are fprupuloufly obferved by them, and take up no fmall 
.portion of their time. 

A Bramin cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even 
touched by aiiy other hand than that of a Bramin, and from the fame 
principle, cannot be married to a perfon of any other caft in the king- 
dom, becaufe his own caft is the higheft, even above that of the kings. 
They fay that they were formerly the kings of the whole country, and 
preferve to this day the privilege of commuting capital puniftimcnt, when 
merited, by the lofs of their eyes. To kill a Bramtin is 9ne of the five 
fins, for vvhich there is fcarce any expiation. 

The pre-eminence of the Bramins admitted, it feems as if the In- 
dians had determined to.compenfatethe odiUm of fuch a Superiority, by 
fprming themielves into a number of diftindt tribes or gradations of 
people, who relpeftively fubmit to the different degrees of eftimation in 
which they have at laft agreed to abide, as implicitly as the whole agree 
to acknowledge the fupcriority of the Bramins. 

^ I 

% • ■ • * • 

The many temporal advantages which the Bramins derive fi-om 
their fpiritual authority, and the impofiibility of being admitted into their 
tribe, have perhaps given rife to that number of Joguecs and Facquires, 
who torture themfelves with fuch various and aftoniihing penances only 
to gain the fame veneration which a Bramin derives from his birth. 

The cafts or tribes into which the Indians are divided, are reckon- 
ed by travellers to be eighty-four : perhaps when India fhall be better 
known, we (hall find them to be many more ; for there is a Angular 
di/pofition in the Indian, from very trifling circumftances to form a fedt 
apart from the reft of his neighbours. But the order of pre-eminence 
of all the tafts in a particular city or province is generally indifputably 
decided. The Indian of an inferior caft would think himfelf honoured 
by adopting the cuftoms cf a fuperior caft 5 but this would give battle 
fooner thao not vindicate its prerogatives :^ the inferior receives the vie- 
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taals prepared by a fuperior cad with reiped, but the iuperior will not 
partake of a meal which has been prepared by the hands of an infe- 
rior cafl. Their marriages are circumfcribed by the fame barriers as the 
reil of their intercouries ; and hence, befides the national phyiiog- 
nomy, the members of each caft preferve an air of ftill greater refem- 
blance to one another. There are fbme cafts remarkable for their 
beauty, others as remarkable for their uglinefs. 

All thefe cafts acknowledge the Bramins for their priefts, and with 
them admit the tranfmigration. In devotion to this opinion ibme aiHid: 
themfclves at the death of a fly, although occafioned by their inad* 
vertence. But the far greater number of cafb are not io fcrupulous, 
and eat, although very fparingly, both of fifh and flefh ; but, like the 
Jews, not of all kinds indiflferently. 

Their diet is chiefly rice, and vegetables drefled with gingpr, tur- 
, meric and other hotter fpices, which grow almoft fpontaneoufly in their 
gardens. They efleem milk the pureft of foods, becaufe they think it 
partakes of fome of the properties of the nedar of their gods, and be- 
caufe they efleem the cow itfelf almofl a divinity* 

A N abhorrence to the fhedding of blood, derived from his religion, 
and feconded by the great temperance of a life which is paflcd by moft 
of th.em in a very (paring ufe of animal food, and a total abftinence from 
intoxicating liquors ; the influence of the moft regular of climates, in 
which the great heat of the fun and the great fertility of the foil leflen 
moft of the wants to which the human fpecies is fubjcift in aufterer 
regions, and lupply the reft without the exertion of much labour; 
theie caufes, with various derivations and confequences from them, have 
all together contributed to render the Indian the moft enervated inhabit- 
ant of the globe. 

He fhudders at the fight of blood, and is of a pufillanimity only 
to be excuied and accounted for by the great delicacy of his con- 
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figuration. This is fb flight as to give him no chance of oppofing with 
fucceis the onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions. 

' ' His manners are gentle ; his happineis cohfifls in the iblaces of a do« 
meftic life ; to which fufficiently inclined by the climate^ he is obliged 
by his religion^ 'which efteems matrimony a duty indi/penfible in every 
man who does not quit the world to unite himfclf to God : fuch is their 
phrafe. Although perniitted by his religion, according to the example 
of his gods, to have ieveral, he is fcldom the hufband of more than 
one wife : and this wife is of a decency of demeanour, of a follicitiJde in 
her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which might do honour to 
human nature in the mod civilized countries. 

His amufcments confift in going to his Pagoda, in aflifting at religi- 
ous (hews, in fulfilling a variety of ceremonies prefcribed to him on all 
occafions, by the Bramin ; for, fubjed to a thoufand lapfes fi-om the 
ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always Oflfending his 
godsi who are not to be appeafed till their priefl: is fatisfied. 

In a country of fuch. great extent, divided into fb many diftind 
ibvereigntiesy it cannot be expected that there fhould be no exceptions 
to one general afiertion of the charader of the inhabitants. There is 
every where in the mountains a wild inhabitant, whofe bow an Euro- 
pean can fcarcely draw. There are in the woods people who fubfifi: 
by their incurfions into the neighbouring plains, and who, without 
Utit ferocity of the American, pofilefs all his treachery ; and according 
to Mr. Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the center of one of 
the mod cultivated provinces of the empire. The R^pouts by their 
courage have preferved themfelves almofl independant of the Great 
Mogul. The mhabitants of the countries fHll nearer to the moun- 
tains of the fi-ontier, didinguiihed by the adtivity of their charadler 
from the indolence of the reft of the nation, have eafily turned Ma- 
iiomedans, and thefe Afl^hans are the bed troops in the emperor's 
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iervice, and the' moft dangerous enemies of the throne when in anm 
flgainft it. 

The arts whidi fiirn^ the conveniencies of life have been carried by^ 
the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is neceflary to fupply the wants 
of a climate which knows fb few. At the fame time no ideas of taftc 
or fine deiign have exifted amongft them : and we feek in vain for 
elegance in the magnificenoe of the riqheft empire of the globe. 

Th e I r knowledge of mechanical powers is (o very confined, dia( we 
are left to admire, without being able to account for, the manner in 
which they have eredted their capital Pagodas. It does not appear that 
they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their rivers, before 
the Mahomedans came amongft them. 

It is to the fupplenefs with which the whole frame of an Indian is 
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of 
his hand, that we are indebted for the exquifite perfe£tion of their 
manufactures of linnen. The fame inflmments which an Indian 
employs to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid fingers of 
an European, icarcdy produce a piece of canvafs. 

His religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fhores : he wants no- 
thing from abroad : he is fb far from being (bllicitous to convert the 
ilranger to his own opinions, or from wifhing him to afiimilate with the 
nation, that if a foreigner were to ibllicit the privilege of worfhiping 
Viihiou, his propofal would be received with the utmoil contempt. 

No THING feems to have been wanting to the happinefs of this na« 
don, but that others fhould have looked on them with the fame indifie- 
fence with which they regard the reft of the world. But Yiot content 
with the prefents which nature has fhowered on their climate, they have 
made improvements when they felt no neceflities. They have culti- 
vated the various and valuable productions of their foil^ not to the mea-^ 
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fure of their own but to that of the wants of all other nations ; thejr 
have carried their manufadtures of linnen to a perfection which furpafles 
the moft exquifite productions of Europe, and have encouraged with 
avidity the annual tributes of gold and filver which the reft of the world 
conteft for the privilege of fending to them. They have from time im« 
.memorial been as addidted to commerce, as they are averfe to war. 
They have therefore always been immenfely rich> and have always re- 
mained . incapable of defending their wealth. 
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SECTION ir, 

O N G before Tamerlane, mahomedan princes had entered, made 
conquefts, and eftabliflied themfclves in India. 



Val ID, the 6th of the Kalifs named Qmmiades, who aicended the 
throne in the year 708 of our iEra, and in the 90th of the Hegira, made 
conquefts in India s io that the Alcoran was introduced very early into 
this country* 

Mahmoud, Ion of Sebegtechin, prince of Gazna, the capital 
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of India, 
and fituated near Kandahar, carried the Alcoran with the fword into In** 
dpfli^n in the year 1000 or 1002 of our Rxz, He maintained himfelf 
in a vaft extent of territory out of, and feems to have fubdued as large a 
one in, India, if it is true that he carried his conquefts as far to the ibuth 
as the prefent capital of the kingdom of Viiiapore near Goa. He treated 
the Indians widi all the rigor of a conqueror and aU the fury of a con-» 
verier, plundering treafures, demolishing temples, and murdering idola* 
ters throughout his rout. His hiftorians are quite extravagant in their 
de&riptions of the wealth he found in Indoftan. One of them fays, no 
doubt allegorically, that he found a tree growing out of the earth to an 
enormous fize, of which the fubftance was pure gold, and this the 
efie£l of nature. 

The fucceflbrs of this Mahmoud are called, from the capital of their 
dominions, the dynafty of the Gaznavides, and maintained themfelves in 
a great part of the countries which he had conquered in India until the 
year ii55« or 1157. when Kosrou Schah, the 13th and laft prince 
of Gazna, and of the Gazn^vide race, was depofed by Hussain Gauri, 
fo called from the countiy in which he was born, Gaur, a province lay- 
ing to the north of Gazna. 
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This Huflam founded the dynafty of the G a u r i d e s, which fur- 
nifhed five princes who poflcfled in and out of India nearly the fame do- 
minions as their predeceflbrs the Gaznavides, and like them made Gazna 
their capital. 

■5 • . ... 

ScHEABBEDiN, the 4th of theGauride emperors, during the life of 
his brother and predeceflbr Gaiatheddin, conquered the kingdoms of 
Multan and DelhL He drew fuch immenfe treafures out of India, that 
his favourite daughter enquiring of the officer who had the care of them, 
to what value they amounted, the treafurer anfwered, that there was the 
weight of three thoufand pounds in diamonds only, by which fhe might 
judge of the reft: after dedu<flions made for oriental exaggeration, we 
may ftill gather fiiom this anecdote, that his conquefts in India had given 
him great wealth. An Indian, rendered defperate by the poUubone and 
infults to which he iaw his gods and temples expoied, made a vow to 
afiaffinate Scheabbedin, and executed it. 

The race of Gaurides finiftied in the year 12 12, in the peifon of 
Mahmoud, fucceflbr and nephew to Scheabbedin. The days^ of this 
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, though for a difi^rent cauib,< were 
cut off by the fwords of aifaftins. Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof« 
fefied out of India, he does not ieem to have had any great influence in it, 
or even in Gazna itfelf ; he contrary to the pradice of his predeceflbrs, 
made not this city the capital of his fovcreignty. His uncle Sdie« 
abbedin, who had no children, and was remarkable for a ipirit of adop<* 
tion, had prepared the difinemberment.of the Indian provinces from the 
empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two of them to two of his 
flavcs. NalTereddin received from him the countries of Multan, Coth- 
beddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi. At the fame time he made another of his 
flavcs, Tagedin-Ildiz, governor of Gazna. 

In the year 1214 Moh amed, the 6th Sultan of the dynafty of (he 
Khowarasmians, whofe territories were contiguous to thofe of the 
Gaurides, took Gazna from the Have who had fucceeded the Have Ta- 
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geddiii-Ildiz in the government of that city. But although he conquered 
the capital of their empire, it does not appear that he fixed himfclf in 
the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He imprudendy quarrelled with 
GiNGisCHAN, andin the year 1218 was compelled to fly before the 
^«ms of thatmi^ conqueror. In the year 1220 he died afugitive, ata 
great diftance from India. 

The brare Gel ALADDIN, ion of Mohamed, made head in the pro- 
vince of Gazna againft the forces of Gingiichan : in the yea)r 1221 he 
was fb hard prefled by them as to be forced to fly into India, where, on the 
weftem banks of the Indus, he was totally defeated by Gingiichan in per- 
Jbn, bat £ived his life by^ iwimming the river with an intrepidity which 
raifed admiration in Gxcigiichan htmielf. He remained in Multan until 
die year 1 224, when he left India never more to return into it. He was 
killed in 12^1 in Meibpotamia« 



With Gelaladdin finiihed the dynaily of the Khowaraimians ; and 
what fhare Gingiichan or his fuccdlbrs took in the afiairs of Indoilan^ we 
hsve not had the good fintune to difcover. We find that one Turmechi^ 
tin Chan, filled in Tameiiane's hiflory a deicendant of Gengis, and one 
of tl^ gieatemperors of Afia, penetrated in the year 1240 to the city of 
Mirte laying to the north-eaft of Delhi, and made conquefb which pte- 
ferved great reputation to his name in India, until the appearance of 
Tamcarlane ; but diefe conqueils did not expel fi-om the Ibvemgnty the 
family which at that time itigned in DelhL 

CoTHBBDDiN-iBECKy the flave of Sheabcddin, rendered himielf 

ihdependant in the fovereign^ of Delhi, which had been given to him by 

his mailer only in vicegerence. He extended the mahomedan domi- 
nions, and died peaceably on his throne in the year 1219. He was fuc-^ 

ceeded by his fbn Aramscu ah, who was depofed by his father's ilave 

Iletmischs Schamseddin. 
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This Iletmische conquered from the flavc Naffercddin the pro- 
vinces which compofed flie new kingdom of Multan. By uniting to the 
provinces of Delhi, and by governing all thefe dominions in pierfbn without 
interefting himfelf in what pafled out of India, he became die firft regular 
and the moft powerful mahomedan monarch who had hitherto reigned 
in Indoflan. He died in the year 1235. 

His defcendants formed the dynafty of the firft mahomedan kings 
of Delhi. 

FiRouzscHAH RocNEDDiN fucceedcd his father Ilctmiiche, and 
before he had reigned a year was depofed by his diicontented grandees, 
who placed his iifler Radhiateddin upon the throne ; an extraor- 
dinary phenomenon in a mahomedan govemment This female ibve- 
reign was, after various adventures, depofed by her brother Beharam Schah, 
and killed in attempting to make her efcape from him. 

Behaham Schah, after reigning two years, was killed in a revolt^ 
Massoudschah Alaedd i n, fon of Firouz Schah Rocneddin, then 
mounted the throne, and in the year 1 246 was depofed by his brother 
Mahmoud Schah NassereddiNj who made great conqucfts in 
India« 

After the death of Mahmoud Naflereddin, Firouz his unde and 
Alaeddin his nephew disputed the throne. Alaebdin cauied Firouz 
to be affafiinated, and remained in pofTeilion of the throne of Delhi imtil 
the year I3i7i 

Here we arrive at a chafm of near 80 years in the hiftory of thefe 
kings, which our guide Monf* D'Herbdot could not find materials to fill 
up* Sultan Mahmoud, who reigned at Delhi in the year 1 398, is ftiled by 
Tamerlane's hiftorian the grandfbn of the emperor Firouz Schah, concern- 
ing which Firouz Schah we can determine nothing more than that he was 
of the family of Iletmifche. 

Mahmoud 
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Mahmq u D S CHAH, a weak prince, was governed aWblutely by his 
vizir Mdlou Cawn, who placed his brother Sarenk in the government 
of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, and the two bro- 
thers between them ruled the whole kingdom, without any other than a 
nominal interpofition of their ibvereign. 

The Mirza Pir Mohammed Gehanguir had in the year 1392 received 
from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovereignty of all the countries which 
had formed the empire of Mahmoud the Khowarairnian, whom Gengif^ 
chan conquered, and who was father of the brave Gelaleddin. Pir Mo« 
hammed, at the end of the year 1 397, or the beginning of the year 1 398, 
fet out from his capital of Gazna, advanced with a numerous army to 
Multan and laid iiege to the ci^, which was well defended by Sarenk. 

During the fiege Tamerlane was advancing from Samar-- 
cande. He entered India at the end of the year 1398, defcending more 
terrible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part of 
the Indian Caucafus. This invincible barbarian met with no refiflance 
from the Indians fufficient to juftify, even by the military maxims of Tar- 
tars, the cmelties with which he marked his way. He was joined near 
Multan by his grandibn, who had now taken that city, and took in per- 
ibn the frrong fortrefs of Batnir ; after which he marched towards Delhi. 
Here (iiltan Mahmoud, with his vizir, had the courage to ftand their 
ground, determined to riik a battle with forces every way inferior to their 
enemies. 

Ta m e r l a n e, when in fight of their army, ordered a hundred thou- 
fand priibners, which his own army had gathered in their rout, to be put jto 
death, becaufe they were idolaters, and becaufe fome of thefe wretches had 
betrayed fymptoms of fatisfadion at the fight of a fkirmifh which 
had been fought with a party of fultan Mahmoud's cavalry. As thefe 
marks of difafiedion had raifed the apprehenfion of a general infurredion 
of the Haves, during the battle which was now impending, Tamerlape 

enforced 
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enforced hia order with the greateft rigour9 and it was executed with the 
utmoft ezaditude.. 

« 

Two or direed^ys a^er this naai&cre, Tamerlane gave batde, and 
was, as ever, vidorious. Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fled into Delhi^ 

and in the night fled out of it. 

> 

Delhi was taken without refiflance, and its. inhabitants were futjefiked 
to the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have feen renewed in this cen- 
tury by Thamas Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of Indc^n, which» 
although beadng the ^ime name, is not fituated exactly on the fame ipot 
as the antient Delhi. 

After having made the regulations neceflary to calm the convulfions 
which his cruelties had raiied in the idiabitants of the metropolis of Indo-^ 
ftan, Tamerlane marched to the north--eaft towards the Ganges, not without 
refinance maintained in fbme places with reiblution, in all in vain. He crof- 
ied the Ganges at Toglipoor, and expoflng his peribn in every fkirmiih that 
oflcred with the ipirit of a volunteer, advanced to the ftraights of Kupele. 

At die foot of the mountains caU^ed Kienta^i, in the country of Thibet^ 
and in that part of them which lays between the thirty-firil and thirty- 
fecond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth.and the hundrecteh 
degree of longitude, the Ganges, formed from.feveral fburces, pafles fuc* 
ceflively two great lakes, and flows to the wefl: until the oppofition of a 
part of the Indian Caucafus turns it to the fouth, and fbon aiter to the 
fouth-eaft, .wh«i at length flowing due ibuth, and havii^ completed 
in theie various diredions a courfe of two hundred leagues, it enters 
India by forcing its pafl^e through the mountains of the frontier. 

The pafs through which the Ganges difembogues itfelf into Indoftan 
is called the ftraights of Kupele, which are diftant from Delhi about 30 
Leagues, in the longitude of 96, and in the latitude of 30. 2. Theie 
flraights. are believed by the Indians, who look very litde abroad, to be the 

Iburccs 
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fourccs of the Ganges ; and a rock 1 5 miles diftant from Aem, bearing 
Ibme refemblancc to the head of a cow, has joined in the faftie part of the 
kingdom two very important objeds of their religion ; the grand image 
of the animal which they almoil venerate as a divinity, and the fir ft 
appearance of that immenfc body of holy watei* which Wafhes away all 
their fins. 

A GREAT multitude of Indians were aflembled, probably for the ce- 
lebration of a feaft, at the ftreights of Kupde. They made ibme (hew 
of refiftance againft Tamerlane's army, but were no fix)ner attacked than 
difperfed. The field of this vidory is the moft diftant term of Tamer- 
lane's conquefts in India and on the globe. 

He now prepared to return to his capital of Samarcande, and repafied 
the Ganges ; after which he directed his march along the foot of mount 
Caucafus, until he arrived at the fouthern frontiers of Kafhmire, the 
mahomedan king of which country ient ambafiladors to make fubmif^ 
fion. As this rout was through countries which the army had 
not hitherto pafied, the fword was not yet fheathed, but large detachments 
were making excurficxis to the ibuth, whilft Tamerlane referved to him- 
felf the taik of fubduing the mouniaiheers who made any refiftance, or 
refuied to acknowledge his foV^reignty. 

From the fironders of Kaftimire to ^ fi^ontiere <£ Indoftan, thd 
army pafiTed through countries which had fiibmitted to Tattaerlano at his 
entrance into India ; and the march out of India Was through the moun^ 
tains of Shcbcrto, a part of the Caucafus. From hence Tamerlane 
haftened to Samarcande. Having repofed a few months in this capital 
of his vaft dominions, he let out on the great expedition in which he 
fubdued Syria and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquiftied Bajasset, and by the 
addition of thefe conquefts to thofe he had made before, rendered himfelf 
lord of an empire which extended from Smyrna to the banks of the 
Ganges, 

Tamer- 
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Tamerlane never returned into India, but added the conquefts 
he had made in it to the government of his grandfon Pir Mohammed Ge- 
h^nguir, v^ho ruled from Gazna the mahomedan dominions of Indoftan 
until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year 
1404. An event in which fo many princes were interefted did not 
fail to raife great commotions amongft the princes of his family: On 
his death-bed Tamerlane named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
univerfal heir of all his dominions. The contempt with which his will 
was treated after his death, was equal to the veneration which had been 
paid tq his authority during his life. The Sultan Khalil, another of his 
grandfons, immediately took poUeilion of the capital of Samarcande, and 
proclaimed himfelf emperor. Pir Mohammed did not live long enough 
to afTert his rights^ but was aiTaflinated fix months after the death of his 
grandfather. 

The Sultan Sharock, the youngeft of the two furviving fons of 
Tamerlane, fucceeded to the inheritance defigned for Gehanguir: 
he reigned near 42 years, during which the conquefts of his father in 
India feem to have remained in fubjedtion to his authority. 

There is in Europe a very fine hiftory of the life of this prince, and of 
his defcendants, continued to the year 1497* There are likewife in England 
materials fufficient to form a hiftory of the dependance in which India 
remained to the pofterity pf Tamerlane, until one of them crefted the 
new dynafty of mahomedan emperors in Indoftan, which is that of the 
prefent Great Moguls \ but thefe traSs,, hitherto little regarded by thofe, 
whofe fortunes alone could furnifti the expence of prefcnting them to 
the public in, languages of common ufe, remain out of the reach of 
public curiofity by the difficulties attending the ftudy of thpfe in which 
they are written. 

A FEW fcraps detached from one another by confiderable intervals of 
time, and by fubjcds of little connection with each other, would be of 
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litde uie to guide us through fuch a length-of obicurity as that in which 
we view at preient the hiAory of Tamerlane's fucx:ei£>rs in India, until 
the time of Sultan Babr : and this obicurity mufl remain, until the origi*- 
nal hiftories brought into England by Mr. Frazer, or others equivalent 
to them, (hall be published. 

The Sullan Babr was the 6th in defcent, not from Sharoch, but from 
the Mirza Miran Schah, another of the (bns of Tamerlane ; this 
Babr, yielding to the conquefts of the Ufbeg Tartars, retired from the 
country of Mawhranhar towards India : after making feveral expeditions 
into Indoftan, heat lafl in the year 1526 defeated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi 
and became emperor of Delhi. Who Sultan Ibrahim Loudi was, will 
in all probability be known, when the commentaries of Sultan Babr,^ 
wrote by bimfelf, and which are at Oxford, (hall be tranflated. After 
making ftill farther conquefb in Indoftan, Sultan Babr died near Agra 
in the December of the year 1530. 

The pride of the Great Moguls defccnded from Sultan BalM-, in 
taunting in their titles and on all odier occafions, their defcent from 
Tamerlane, has given rife to the common belief, that the throne of Delhi 
and the whole extent of the conquefts made by Tamerlane in India, 
were maintained by his poftcrity in a regular filiation, and withdut in- 
terruption. But fuch a fucccffion would have given no room for Sultan 
Babi's conquefts over a ftranger, as Sultan Loudi appears to be, and would 
have excluded him from the honor of being the founder of the prcfent dy- 
nafty of Great Moguls. 

HoMAioN fucceeded to his fothcr Babr, and in 1 540 fled into Pcrfia 
before the AfFghans, whom we imagine to have been die Mahomedan 
futjedls of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr. By the affiftancc 
of die king of Perfia Homaion recovered his empire in 1555, and died 
in 1 556. Before his flight he had conquered and added to the Mogul 
dominions the kingdoms of Guzcrat and Malva j and what was ftill 
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a more impoitant acquifidoo, had teadcrei bimielf mailer of the rich 
kingdom of Bengal. 

AcBAR fucceeded his father Hpmaipn, and died after a reign of near 
5c years in 1 605. He extended the empire, but not far enough to die ' 
ibudiward to prevent him from vouchfafing to ftile the king of Pcntugal 
his neighbour, in virtue pf the territories pqSkSkd by that uatbn near 
Goa on the coaft of Malabo* 

To Acbar fucceeded his fon Jshamguir who died in 1 627. A weak 
prince enilaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nouijehan, confined in 
his perfim, and conftrained in his govemn^nt, by the ambition of his ion 
Gehan Schah. Sir ThcHnas Roe wa$ ieoX eniballadbr to Jehanguir by 
king James the firft. 

ScHAH Gehan Succeeded to his father Jf^anguir ; apd after a rdgn 
fucceisful until die change of his fortunes, to which a ftcknefs of lan- 
guor occafioned by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was depofed 
and confined by his ^n Aurengzeb^, an4 died in i666. 

Th^re is not a more curious p»9P9 Qf hHbiy &Vi that of the re- 
bdlbn of Auren^be agaioil his fa^ier, written by Mr. Bernier. After 
having murdered his three brothei:s ^nd fome of their children, to ac- 
quire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himfblf in it near 50 years» 
widi fo Arid, an attention to the government of his empire, as entitles 
him to be ranked vdth the ableft princes, who have reigned in any age 
or country. He conquered more than half the provinces of the Penin- 
flila of India in peribn, and his viceroys conquered or iubjedted almoft 
all the reft, the fea coafts of Malabar excepted. The revenues of the 
empire amounted in Jiis time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds 
fterlbg. He died in 1707. 

But all the abilities of Aurengssebe did not give to him the power 
of iecuring hia crown to one of his foos in preference to the reft, 

and 
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appears^ by his will that He fi>re£iw the cdntefts which 



amongit them after his death. His fons Azem Sch^, and 
Macam' fought at die head of armies not equalled fince the time of 
Tatiieilane. That of Mahomed Mauzm confiftcd of more than three 
hundred thoufand fighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand 
were cavalry. Azem, who feems by his father's will to have been the fa- 
vourite, was defeated and killed, and Mauzm Was proclaimed etnperor, 
under die tide of Bahadr Sch Ati, after which he attacked his brother 
Kaunbukfh; ^o watf taken priibner and died of his wounds. Bahadr 
Scbah died after reigning about filx years accoiding' to Mr. Frazer. 

Of four fbns which furvived their father Behadr Schah, three joined 
agftihft |}i6 other, defeated and killed him, and then Jehanber: Schah 
ibpatiat^ fiioitt the odier tWo; defeated and put them to death ; after which 
he was prodlaimed emperor; but as he \Vas a very weak prince, and 
infatuated' by his miffatfis Lai Roar, who hkd been a public finger; two 
bibdiers the principal' men of hi6 court dethroiied him, and placed on die 
thh)ne MahoIvied Furukshir Ion te Azem ScHah, the prince who 
fell the firft of the three brothers, by whofe deaths Jdiandet Schah ac-- 
quifed the crown. 

We know not what term to give to the reign of Jchander Schah the 
ptedeoeflbr of Furrukihir, as Mr. Frazer v(rho is now the guide to whom 
we are mofl indebted for the hiflory of this dynafly, feems to have made 
a miftake in the chrondogy of this period. Aurengzebe is fdd to 
have died ill February 1707, and Mahomed Furtukfir in February 171 9, 
which dates give an interval df twelve yefeti'S- At the fame time Bahadr 
Schah die fuccefibr of Aurengzebe is jfaid to have reigned about fix years^ 
Mahomed Furrukfir the fiicceflbr of Jehandar Schah to have reigned 
feven : So that we have ih the rtigns of diefe two princes, without the. 
interpofiudn of Jishander Schah, more than die term which elapTed be-^ 
tween die deaths of Aurengzd^e and Mahomed Furrukfir, whofe deaths 
are aicertained by dates. Mr* Frazer has not afcertained the term of 
Jchander Scfaah's reigo, but if thoTe of Behadr Schah and Fumikfir 
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could be authentically reduced into the fpace to which they muft be con- 
fined, it would be fufficicnt according to the ideas of Mogul hiftorjr,, 
that Jchander Schah only accompliflied the ceremony of being placed 
on the throne of Delhi, to entitle him to be ranked in the lift of its 
monarchs. 

£v that dependance to the great men of the kingdom to which their 
contefts for the crown had reduced the defcendants of Aurengzebe, the 
emperors eleded^ although deipotic with the multitude, aicended the 
throne in bonds, and were in reality nothing more than the Haves of 
their minifters. 

Still the blood of Tiamertane continued to be held in too great ve* 
neration throughout the empire, to permit any others than his defcen^ 
dants to entertain the thoughts of aicending the throne with impunity. 
Thofewhoftood nearefttothe throne, in virtue of thdr offices and 
power, were therefore contented to rale the empire as they pleaied, l^ 
(hewing to the people a pompous, ibvereign, who in reality commanded 
nothbg but the women of his feraglio. 

FuRRucKsiR was the firft of the Great Moguls, whoie father had 
not been emperor, and we ihall ibon ibt more examples of this oblique 
fucceilion. The fame lords who had raifed, depofed him as a meafure 
neceifary to their own fccurity. Not content with confining him, they 
put out his ejres ; but even this degree of imbecilCty and wretchedneis 
to which they had reduced an emperor of Indoftan c)id not appea& their 
fears or refentments, for they murdered him on the i6th of Febraary 
1 7 1 9, after overwhelming him with a thoufiuid indignities and infults. 

Tub depofers of Furrukfir placed on die throne his coufin german 
Raf&ih al Diijat fon of Rafieih al Shan, one of the brodiers fix>m 
whom the emperor Jehandar Schah won the crown. Raffeih al Dirjat 
was taken out of the caftle in which thoie of the royal family who are 
not murdered are fufiered to live. This change of his fortunes was not 
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of the throne who had made him emperor, murdered him when he had 
icarcely reigned three months. 



They ient for his brother Rafieih al Dowlet, in all appearance from 
eut of the fame retreat from which they had taken his predeceflbr, to 
ibcceed Rafieih al Dirjat. The reign of this emperor was of fhorter 
duration than that of his brother, for he died within a few days after he 
had been placed on the throne, and his death was not fuipedled to bethe 
cfl^ of pdfbn*. 

Mahomed Schah was now proclaimed by the two brothers AbdallaH 
Khan, and HofTan Ally Khan, whom we have feen powerful enough 
to make four and depoie five emperors of Indoftaut If there were no 
interreigns we have likewife ieen four emperois on. the throne in the /pace 
«f four months^ 

Mahomed Schah was fon of Jehan Schah, anodia of the diree 
princes who periflied in difputing the crown with their brother Jehandar 
Schah. So ^at a ion of each of thefe three unfortimate princes became 
only to be as unfortunate as his fiither^ 
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But the greatefir humiliation if not the moft tragical exit was^ 
iderved for Mahomed Schah. The beginning of his reign was not 
without a fttoke of authority in the mode of eaflem politics. The cour- 
tiers to pleaie him afifafiinated Hoflan Ally Khan one of the two brothers 
whoie hands had been imbrued in fb much of the blood of his family. 

The other brother Abdullah Caun immediately, appeared in arms,, 
and oppofed another emperor of his own ncnnination to Mahomed Schah v 
A battle enfued, in which Abdullah was taken prifbner; He died thr^ 
months afterwards of his wounds; and it is faid, that he had received 
^ afiurance of his pardon from Mahomed Schah, which, if true, is 
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an txMOtf^ bf demency wry raiely finiod m die politics of Afiadc 
mooardift* 

The removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to the throne, placed 
Madiomed Schath in po(&iSoa of it with a feciiri^ tia&nown to his pnede- 
ceSkx%^ fidce the reign of Aum^gz^e; but thk ienrity fervcd only to 
sender him unwocdiy of iL Indolent,;fenftial, and ittefblute, he vohmtmly 
gave to favourites as great a degfte of power, as that wiuch the mmifters 
of die throne had lately pc^ie&d ia defiance of tfacwillaftlKfir£>ve0eigii6. 
The fatal moment approached, in which a foreigner was to detanmine 
whether he (hould exterminate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the 
richeft empire of the univede to his own. The favourites of Mahdmed 
Schah quarrelled with Nissam- al Mdack the vicercy^ of the ibodiem; pro- 
vinces, who: had under his juriididion veiy near a fourth part of the 
empixe, and who without rebellion had rendered himfdf almoft inde- 
pendant of the emperor. Bred under the ^e of Aurengssebe,. Nizam 
al Muluck cenfured openly and in the fbongeft terms, the lethargick 
and puiillaiiimous.adminiftiation, as vieell as the profligate and difl(dute 
manners of the court of Mahomed Schah. At laft pretending that there 
GoukI be no remedy to itich dd|>erate evils» but in a total revohtdonof 
the empire, he adviied Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufiuped die 
dirone of Periia, to come and take pofleflion of diat of Indoftan ; and 
Thamas Kouli Khan foUowed his advice* 

Mr« Frazer has left us an anthentk account of this cMra^n^dinaiy 
revbludon. An army famifhed \sj its own numbers^ commanded l^ 
chiefs unanimous in nothing but their unwillingneis to fight, and thefe 
by an emperor who could not conmiand his fears, fubmitted to 
enemies whom they outnumbered five to one: but theie enemies had 
been inured to conflids under the nv^ft deQ)erate fbldier of die age, and 
Vere rendered invkidbleby the expeftadon of plundering the capital 
of die richefl empire in die world. A fkirmifh decided the fate of this 
empire. Mahomed Schah laid his regalia at the feet of Thamaa KouU. 

Khan 
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Khan, who took poflcflion of DcUxI, plundered it, and maffacred a 
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants^ 

The conqueror referving to himfelf all the countries lying to the weft- 
ward of the rivers Indus and Attock, reflored all the reft to Mahomed 
Schah, and reinftated him in the throne with formalities ; after which 
he returned to Perfia, carrying with him out of Indoftan a treafiire, 
which in efiedls, fiJver; gold ^nd jewels, was valued at more than fe- 
venty milions of pounds fterling. He entered India from Kandahar in 
the beginning of die year 1738, and returned to Kandahar at the end 
of the year 1739* This dreadful incurfion is reckoned to have coft 
Indoftan, befides its treafurcs, the lofi of two hundred thouiknd lives» 

The cruelties exercifed in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were fuch 
that a dervife had the courage to prefent a writing to him, conceived in 
theie terms : *^ If thou art a god„ a& as a god ; if thou art a prophet, 
condudfc us in the way of falvation ; if thou art a king, render the 
people happy, and do not deftroy them.'* To which die barbariaa 
replied, '^ I am no god, to ad as a god \ nor a prophet, to (hew the way 
'* of falvation ; . nor a king, to render the people happy \ but I am he 
^ whom God fends to the nations which he has determined to vifit with 
^ his wrath;* 
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SECTION III. 

[ /TpHE northern nations of India, although idc^atcrs, having ilcarcp 

X a religion, when compared to the xaultitude of fuperfiidoos and 
cerenoonics which charadlcrifc the inhabitants of the jfoujhcrn countries, 
were eafily induced to e;mhrace MabomedamfiP} and are at this day the 
Afghans or Pitans, who i^ure fo much in all the late tevolutioos of 
Delhi. Excepting thefe, few of the other Indians haiw been coovedied. 

« 

The armies which made the iirfjk jconquefts for the heads of the 
refpedlive dynaflies, or for other incurfbrs, left behind them numbers of 
\Mahomedans, who, fedup^ by a finer cUoiate and a jicher copntry, for- 
got their own. 

The Mahometan prinpes of India ctatt^ajfy gay^ a preference \a the 
iervice x>f XBen of their own leligion, whp, Uoxxi whatever cpuatry they 
jcame, were vof a xjpkpr^ yigorou? conftitutiQn than the ftontcA of the 
fubjeded nation : this preferenos has continuaUy cyicpuraged advencurecs 
fi-om Tar^ry, P^fia^ apd Arahi^ to ip^ their fortuoei ifvder a .gop 
venmcnt, from which they were fure of receiving greater encovrs(gc»* 
ment than they could expert at home. 

F^ROM thefe origins^ time has formed in India a mighty nation of 
near ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeans call Mock's : to 
them, under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greateft part of Indo- 
ftan is now fubjed : but, although the reigning nation, they are out- 
numbered by the Indians ten to one. 

Th IS inferiority of number, has obliged the Mahomedans to leave, in 
all parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in pofleffion of their reipcc- 
tive fovcreigntles, which they are permitted to govern without molefta- 
tion, on condition that they pay the flipulated tribute, and do not 
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infringe any other of the articles of the treaties by which they or their 
anceftors have acknowledged the fovereignty of the Great Mogul. Thefe 
Indian princes are called Rajas, i. e. kings : more than one half of the 
empire is at this day fubjedt to thefe Rajas, of which fbme are princes 
of very fmall territories, and others, fuch as Jaflcing and Jcflem- 
feing mentioned by Mn Bemier in the hiftory of Aurengzebe, as 
alfo the kings of Myfore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of the 
prefent wars of Coromandel, poilefs dominions larger than thofe of the 
kings of PrufCa and Portugal. Many of them pretend to great an- 
tiquity of family, and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered^ 
boai^ed his defeent from Poms. 

« 

Besides the Indians who refide in the territories of the Rajas, there 
tire every where feen great numbers of them in thofe parts of the coun- 
try which are immediately fubjefl; to the Great Mogul without the inter- 
pofition of an Indian prince to govern them. They are the only cultiva- 
tors of die land, and die only manufadlurer; of the immenfe quantities of 
linnen which are made in the empire ; inibmuch that at a diftance from 
the ciipital cities; the great trading towns, the encampments of armies, 
and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the villages or fields a Mahome- 
dan employed in any thing except levying contributions or afting in 
ibme other refpedfc as an officer of the Great Mogul. 

Intelligent enquirers aflert that there are no written laws amongft 
the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfmitted by tradition fupply the 

place of fuch a code in the difcuffion of civil caufes ; and that the an- 
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cient praftice, correiSed on particular occafions by the good fenfe of the 
judge, decides abfblutely in criminal ones. In all cafes derived from the 
relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be trufled with the greateft 
confidence ; but in cafes of property, in whk:h this relation does not exift, 
as a cunning fubtil people they are perpetually in dilputes ; and for the 
want of a written code the juftice or injuftice of thedecifion depends on 
the integrity or venalitjr of the judge. Hence the parties prefer to fubmit 
their caufe to the decifion of arbitrators chofe by themfelves, rather than 
to that of the officers appointed by the government, 

E The 
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Th£ Alcprstn is to the Mahomcdans at once the fburce of their rdjgi-> 
ous inflitutiooSi of their civil law, and of the adminiftration of juilice 
in criminal cafes. The two firft of thefe heads have been as cpptoufly 
commented on aa in any religion or government whatfoever. 

Tms Mulla in !(ndoft^n fuperintends th^ practice and punUbesi the 
breach of religious duties, the Cadi holds Qonrte in whU:h arQ tri^d aU 
4ifputes. of property, apd the Cat wal is the judge and executor of jikftic^ 
in crinunal cafes. 

An accurate defcription of the fun(9:iQ|ia sJlotled to ^ C^ snd thi9 
Mulla, would require a volume, which we have not materials to fumifli ; 
and if fur£u(h$4^ tliift vcAume^ would l«»ve u$ but m|>ef fe <31]jf in^mcid of 
the general ^d^niai^^t^iop df justice in the cafcis^ fiippofed to fall iio4f( 
the juri£^<^iQQ ^ th9^ c^er$ ; fi^cc the fQvei^oiga oc his d«hg^te p«rpe* 
tually wreifts aJQ; k»dfi of cau&a. ffom ti^ comasKm lorms 9f tiisJL and 
decides them \AVd&^i without appeat. Some no^a of the Ciitwal i* 
given by Mr. Thevenot : the punUbmente inii<5tocl bjr tbifi tribpwa),. ace 
different from thofe preferibed by the Alcoran ; from the pr«epts of 
which the Catwal likewife deviates ifx exerciBngtbe tortmre^ avdkcnn^ 
tradidsthem^ iabeb^ always open tQbfibef)f, 

We fee in thofe parts of Indoftan which are frequented by the Euro- 
pean nations, the cuijbom^ or laws which regafd lands ililjQiSk t9 contradic- 
tions not eafily reconpileable. The hufbandman who poilefles a few fields has 
die power of felling and bequeathing tbpm, at the i^me time that the diftriA 
in which thefe fields are mcluded ii^ annually Ut o)it by the government 
to a renter, who pays a certain fiimof money to the lord of the ^watij^ 
and receives from the cultivator a certain part of his harvefts; The 
renter fometimes quairels with the huft>andman, and difpkpes him from 
his poflei3ioniB ; clamours as againft the highed degree of injuftice enfiie ; 
^ prince interfer<$, and generally redrefles the poor man^ who has fb 
much need.pf fuppcnrt in fiich a cau& of mi&ry ; and if he fails to giv9 
this proof of his inclination to juftice, he is. held in. execration* and 
deemed ^pable of aoy iniquity. 



nuide fy MabmedM Omgtunrt in Indo/lan. %y 

In til the countries abfblutely ful^eded, the Giiear Mogul ASes k]m« 
felf proprietor of all die lafids^ and girea pofdons of diem at wili 
as revenues for life to his feudatories ; but iHll thefe grants take not 
away from the cultivator the right of fale and bequeft. The policy of 
all die Indian governments of Indoftan, as well as that of the Great 
Moguls ieems to confiil more in a petpetual atfiention to prevent any one 
£iiBily from obtaining gneafi poiicilions, than in the intbntbn of making* 
itofves c^ die body of the people; for fuch a ilavery would fix>n leave 
the monarch little grandeur to boaft of, and few fubjed:s tO' command. 
As all acqmfitibns of land are fubjed: to the infpedion of the government, 
ibe man who fhould attempt to make himfelf proptietoc (^ a large eftiater 
m liand, would be fefufod die certific^es necefiary to put him in poflef- 
txycky and would be marked* as a vi£lim neoeflary to be faoificed to the 
polky of i!ie fflate* Froov what we fee in the hiflbries of dits and other 
eafletn countries^ die vbknces commitfed amongft the great, lead us xs» 
diink that the man of mwe humble condition is fubyeft to fiill greater 
violences J. when, oa die contrary, this^ humility is die befl of protect 
Cions* 

The Feudatory, by the acceptance of a oertiain dtle and the penfion^ 
which aocompaniesit,. acknowledges the GreaX Mogul his hdr. No 
man, from die Visrir downwards, has any truil of impcMtance repoied 
in him but on thefe terms, and on his deceafe the wh(^e of his 
diat can be found is feixed for the ufe of die emperor,, whogivei 
the family what poction^ he pTea&s. The efhtes of all who arc 
datories defirend to die natural heirs* 



Tif£S£ barriers raiied againff the aggrandizemenf of partk:u£u^families 
became abiblutely necei&ry in a ftate, neceffitatod to repofe very great 
trails in particular men. 

Ttf E whole extent of Indofbui is not divided ihtb more dian twenty-* 
four provinces : each of diefe include feveral Indian prinetpalides. A 
very large army ready to move at the firfl wammg was found neoefbry to 
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coerce the Rija's ; the fame force divided under feveral diftind command- 
ers would have been inefFeftual. Hence it was neceflary to give a large 
traiSt of country to the government of a fingle ofiicer, or to relinquifh 
the defign of extending the dominion. 

This officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob, w<is 
made fubjeft to the controul of others who refided in the province with 
him, and over whom he had no authority: The fovereign referved to 
himfelf the power of life and death. Civil caufes were referved to the Cadi, 
and die revenues and expences of the province were fubjedt to the 
examination of the Duan, who managed the cuftoms and took pofleflion 
for the emperor of the eftates of the feudatories who died. The Great 
Mogul gave the government of the ftrongeft holds in the province to go- 
vernors who were iti nothing fubje£t to the Nabob. . He was called ta 
court, kept there> or tranflated into another government, whenever the 
miniftry thought thefe changes necdTaiy ; and there was a time when 
they were fo frfequent, that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to 
the ufual manner with his back turned to the head of his elephant, and 
gave for a reafon, ** That he was looking out for his fucceflbr." 

The divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a ftability in their go- 
vernments, and the court was now content to receive a ftipulatcd fum, in 
lieu of the real revenues of the province, in which the Nabob became little 
lefs than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army from Delhi, which 
was always coming, and never came. But even before they arrived at 
this ftate of independance, we find them exercifing the cruel caprices 
of delpotifm, on wr^etches too weak to raife their complaints to the 
throne. Mandleflosv tells a ftory of a Nabob who cut off the heads 
of a fet of dancing girls, that is, of a company of very handfbme wo- 
men, becaufe they did not come to his palace on the firft fummons. In 
Tavernier v^'e fee a man, who murders his wife, four children, and thir- 
teen flaves, and is left unpunifhed, becaufe he is the pcrlbn on whom 
the Nabob relied for the cure of a diftemper. 

The 
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The relations of all the travdlers into Indoftan abound with examples 
of the vices, of thefe princes. It has been obferved, that all the Ma* 
homedans eftablifhed in India acquire^ in the third generation^ the in- 
dolence and pufiUanimity of the original inhabitants, and at the fame 
time a cruelly of character to which the Indians are at prefent happily 
Grangers. Hence we are almoft induced to give ailent to the opinion, 
that the prohibition of (bedding blood of any kind, inculcated by the 
Indian religion, was a political inflitution, wifely calculated to change 
into gentler manners the fanguinary diipofidon, which is faid to have 
charaderifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan before the religion of Brama 
was introduced amongft them* 



^Tbe End of the Dissertation* 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I 

THE Englifh eftablifKments in the kingdom of 
Indoftan are divided into three governments, in- 
dependant of each other. Bombay commands 
the factories on the weftern fide of the peninfula, com- 
monly called the Malabar coaft^ together with thofe in 
Petfia : the eAablifhments and poilefiions on the eaftern 
or Coromandel coafl are under the government of Ma- 
drafs : and thofe in Bengal depend on Calcutta. From 
the -year 1 745 to the conclufion of the late peace, the 
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Engllfh have been continually engaged in war, in one 
or other of thefe divifions : and the prefervation of their 
commerce in the Eaft Indies abfolutely depended on 
the conduct and fuccefs of the wars of Coromandcl and 
Bengal. We have therefore thought that a general hif- 
tory.of their military tranfadbions in Indoftan, during 
this period, would not be unacceptable to the public ; 
more elpecially as there is no part of the world in 
which the Britifh arms have, of late years, acquired 
more honour. 
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THE WAR OF COROMANDEL. 



THE war declared between Great Britain and France in 17449 
extended its operations to the fettlements of the two nations in 
India : peace was no fooner reftored to them by the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, than they took up arms againfl one another, on the coafl of 
Coromandel, as allies to two Moorifh lords contending for the pof- 
fefiion of the province of Carnatica. The competition between thefe 
lords had its riie in events, which happened feveral years before the 
Englifh or French took part in it 5 it therefore becomes neceilary to 
defcribe thofe events; and as the government, policy, and cuftoms 
of the nations of Indoftan differ greatly from thofe of Europe, we fliall 
endeavour, in the courfe of our narrative, to give as much of their cha- 
radler and manners, as appears necefTary for the intelligence of the faiSls 
which we relate. 

Moft of the the countries which have been conquered by the Great 
Mo^ul in the peninfula of India, are comprised under one viceroyalty, 
called from its fituation the Decan, or fbuth. From the word Soubah, 
lignifying a province, the viceroy of this vafl territory, is called Soubah* 
dar, and by Europeans improperly Soubah. Of the countries under his 
jurifdidtion, fome are entirely fubjeded to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahomedans, whom Europeans as improperly call Moors ; 
whilfl others remain under the government of their original Indian 
princes or Rajahs, and are fuffered to follow their ancient modes on 

F 2 condi- 
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condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul. The Moorifh gover- 
nors dependant on the Soubah, aflume, when treating with their infe- 
riors, the title of Nabob, which lignifies Deputy : but this in the re- 
gifters of the throne is fynonimous to Soubahdar, and the greateft part 
of thofe who ftifc themfelvcs Navabs, or Nabobs, a/c ranked at Delhi 
under the title of Phous-dar, which is touch inferior to that which 
they alTume, fignifying no more than the commAder of a body of 
forces. The Europeans eftablifhed in the territories of thefe Pfeudo- 
Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expreffion) following the example 
of the natives with whom they have moft intercourfe, have agreed in 
giving tb.m rii« tide they fo much stfltdt. In deference therefore to 
the cuftom which has prevailed, ^ve fhall leave them in pofleflion of 
it, and in the courfe of our narration fliall diilinguifh the great viceroy 
by.thacofSottbah. 

A Naifeob ought to hold his commifllon fronr Ddhi, and ff at his 
dtath a ^CQtSor has not been previoufly appointed by the Great Mogul, 
A^ SQVibah has tfee right of nantiug a perlbn to adminiflfcr the Nabob- 
fkip iMtil the witt of the Sovereign i« known ; but a Nabob thus ap- 
pointed by a Soifbaih is not deemed authentically eftablifhed until he 
h confifmed from EteJhh The Soubah receives from the feveral Na- 
\k>h% Ae annual revenues of rite, crown, and remits them to the treafory 
0^1^ Empire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him in all military 
e3fpedkione within the extent of his viceroy alty, but not in any with- 
otit that extent. Thefe rcguktions were intended to place them in 
fijch a ftate of dcpendance on the Soubah as (hould render them fub- 
fervient to the interefts of the Empire, and at the fame time leave 
dient in a ftatc of independance, which would render it difficult for the 
Soubah to make ufe of their affiftance to brave the throne. 

The conftitution of the Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im- 
mediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the abkft monarch that ever 
reigned over Indoftan 5 but fince the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians 
under Thamas KouK Khan, it has declined daily more and more : fo 
that during the kft fifty years, Soubahs have been feen to maintain 
themiclves in their governments againft the will of the throne, and 
- have cbnfcquently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard 

to 
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewife have kept pofTeffion of dleir g0«a-n<- 
inent& ia oppaiition both to the Soubah and the throne ; and what b 
more extraordinary in the offices of a deipotic flate, both Soubaha and 
Nabobs have, named their fucceflbra^ who have often fuceeeded mAk 
as little oppofition as if they had been the heirs apparent of an hesedif* 
tary dominion. What we have faid of the government of the fi>uthem 
provinces^, ifr equally applicable to. all the other Soubahihips* of tbd 
Empire. 

The Carnatic is one of the mofl considerable Nabobfhips dependant 
on the. Soubah of the Decan: from its capital' it is likewife named the 
province of Arcot > but its prefent limits are greatly inferbr to thoft 
which bounded the ancient Carnadc before it was conquered by dn 
Great Mogul -, for we do not find that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever 
extended their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the north, the 
great chain of mountains to the weft, and the borders of the kingdoms 
of Tritchanopoly, Tanjore, and MyC>re to the fouth. The fea bounds 
it to the eaft. It was not before the beginning of the prefent century 
that this country was entirely reduced by the Moors, 

Sadatulla, a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, having^ 17 loJ 
no ifTue, adopted the two fons of his brother ; appointing the elder^ 
Doaft-ally, to fucceed in the Nabobfhip j and conferring on the younger, 
Boker-ally, the government of Velore 5 he likewife direded that Gulao^ 
Haflain, the nephew of his favourite wife, (hould be Duan or prime 
mmifter to his fucceffor. Having reigned from the year 1 710 to 1732, 173^* 
he died much regretted by his fubjeds. 

The difpofitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficulty; but Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, 
beheld the acceffion of Doaft-ally with averfion, fince it took efFedl with- 
out that deference to his authority which he was determined to 
eftablifh throughout all the governments under his jurifdidtion. The 
jealoufy of this powerful fuperior prevented Doaft-ally from procuring 
a regular confirmation from Delhi : it is faid that he only obtained/ 
fome letters of approbation from the vizir, without the proper forms 
6£ an authentic commiffion. 

Doaft. 




The War of Coromandei* BookL 

Doaft-ally had two fons, of whom the eldeft, Subder-ally, was arrived 
at man's cftatc when his father fiicceeded to the Nabqbfhip : he had 
likewife feveral daughters, one of whom he had at that time glviSh in" 
marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fon of Boker-allyj and another 
to a more diftant relation named Chunda-faheb. This lord gave his ^ 
own daughter by a former wife in marriage to Gulam HaiTain, and 
availing himfelf of the incapacity of his fon-in-law, obtained the Na- 
bob's permiflion to adminiftcr the office of Duan in his ftead. 

The kingdoms of Tritchanopoly and Tanjore, although tributary to 
the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its own prince or 
Raja, and the care of levying the tributes of thefe countries was in- 
truded to the Nabobs of Arcot, who were fometimes obliged to fend 
an army to facilitate the collection of them. The death of the king of 
1736. Tritchanopoly in 1736, was followed by di(putcs between the queen 
and a prince of the royal blood, which produced a confufion in the go- 
vernment fufficient to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes of fub[c5Rng , 
the kingdom to his authority. He therefore determined to fend an army 
under the command of his fon Subder-ally and the Duan Chunda-fa- 
heb to feize on any opportunity which might offer of getting poffeffion 
of the city of Tritchanopoly; but to prevent fufpicions, the coUedion of 
the tribute was given out as the only intention of the expedition, and the 
army was ordered to move leifurely down to the fea-coaft, before they 
proceeded to the fouth: accordingly they came to' Madrafs, where 
they remained fome days, and then went to Pondicherry, where they 
ftaid a longer time -, during which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft founda- 
tion of his connexions with the French government in that city : from 
hence they marched to Tritchanopoly. 

By intrigues, of which we have not the details, Chunda-faheb pre- 
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having firft taken an oath on the Koran, that he would aft in nothing 
-to her detriment : the people of the country fay that (he fell in love 
with him ; if fo, (he was ill requited, for he foon after feduced the 
garrifon, feized the city, and confined her to a prifon, where fhe died 
cf grief. The fubmiflion of the reft of the kingdom foon followed that 
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of the capital 5 after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-faheb to govern 
. ^^ / thfefe^w acquifitions, returned to his father at Arcot, who appointed 
]^ ' ^ Meer-afllid, the preceptor of Subder-ally, to fucceed Chunda-faheb in 
! ^e office of Duan. 

^^ The new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious charader 

k of his predeceflbr, and reprefented to Subder-ally the confequences which 
I were to be apprehended from a man of fuch dangerous views, placed 
I . in a government of fuch importance. Subder-ally faw his error when 
it was too late to redrefs it ; for when he reprefented to his father the 
neceffity of recalling Chunda-faheb to Arcot, the Nabob, apprehenfivc 
of open ruptures in his family, and attached to his own fon-in-law from 
an opinion of his abilities, could not be induced to follow Meer-afTud's 
\ advice.t 
\ ^Chunda-faheb hearing what had been attempted againft him, took 

fecure himfelf : he put the city of Tritchanopoly in a good 
flata^f defence, and placed his two brothers in the ftrongeft towns 
dependant on his fovereignty ; Buda-faheb in Madura, and Saduck-fa- 
heb in EXndigul : but notwithftanding thcfe preparations, he determin- 
ed not to throw off his allegiance to the Nabob, before he fhould be 
openly attacked. 

Nizam-al-muluck's refentments againft the family of Doaft-ally in- 

ft 

creafed with their acquifitions ; fori notwithftanding the independency 
affeiSed by Chunda-faheb, he did not doubt that the force of Tritchano- 
poly would always be united with that of Arcot, whenever danger 
from foreign powers threatned either of the two governments. But 
his attention was for fomc years taken up by affairs of much greater 
importance than the reducing of this family to his obedience* 
At one time, he was preparing to join the great Mogul, whom he 
wifhed to fee dethroned, againft Thamas Kouli Khan, whom he 
had invited to invade the Empire : and after the Perfian left Indoftan, 
he was obliged to keep his arms turned towards Delhi, where he was 
equally dreaded and detefted. Thus prevented from marching into the 
Carnatic, he at length determined" to give the Morattoes. permiffion to 1739^ 
attack it. By this meafure he fatisfied> in part^ the obligations he lay 
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under to that nation, and at the fame time employed a force, which, 
next to his own, was the mod capable of conquering the dominions 
qf Doaft-ally. 

The country of the Morattoes lies between Bombay and Gol-Kon- 
dah : its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Europeans, 
and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hiflory of the people. 
They have now figured for near a century, as the mod enterprizing 
foldiers of Indodan, and as the only nation of Indians, which Teems to 
make war an occupation by choice ; for the Rajpouts are foldiers by 
birth. Of late years they have often been at the gates of Delhi ; fome- 
times in arms againft the throne : at others, in defence of it againft the 
Afighans or Pitans. The fbength of their armies confifls in their 
numerous cavalry, which is more capable of refifting fatigue than any 
in India -, large bodies of them having been known to march fifty 
miles in a day. They avoid general engagements, and feem to have 
no other idea in making war, but that of doing as much mifchief 
as poflible to the enemy's country. This they efFed by driving off 
the cattle, deftroying the harvefls, burning the villages, and by ex- 
ercifing fuch cruelties as makes the peq>le of the open country take 
flight on the firft rumours of their approach. The rapidity of their 
motions kavcs the prince with whom they war little chance of flriking 
a decifive blow againft them, or even of attacking with eflfeft any of 
their detachments. Hence the expence of maintaining an army in the 
field with very littte probability of even fighting fuch an enemy, and 
the greater detriment arifing from the devaflations they commit, gene- 
rally induce the governments they attack to purchafe their retreat with 
money. Great parfimony in their expences, and continued colledtions 
of treafure by the means now deicribed, have been the principal caufes 
of raifing them, in lefs than a century, from a people of inConfiderable 
note, to a nation which at prefent ftrikes terror into all the countries 
between Delhi and Cape Comorin. They often let out bodies of men, 
and fometimes whole armies ; but the hiring of them is a dangerous re- 
fburce ; for the offer of better terms feldom fails to make them change 
fides : and th^ ieldom relinquidi their practice of plundering even ia 
the countries whicl^ they are hired to defend. But notwithAanding ^ 
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their warlike charader, they are in other rcfpedk, the moft fcrupulous 
obfervers of the religion of Brama ; never eating of any thing that has 
life, nor even killing the infeds which moleft them : however, a buffalo 
facijficed, with many ftrange ceremonies, atones for the blood of their 
own ipecies which they (hed in war. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered by the Great Mogul, the Morat- 
toes were in pofTeffion of fcveral fortrefles and territories in the country: 
retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they ilipulated to 
receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a recompence for the pof- 
feflions which they relinquished, and as a tribute for refraining from 
their ufual predatory incuriions into the province. The Nabobs of 
Arcot had for many years negleded to pay this tribute, and 
they had deiifled from their ufual methods of obtaining reparation, 
from no other motive than their great fear of Nizam-al-muluck : but 
this reftraint was now removed by the encouragement which they re* 
ceived from him to invade the Carnatic. At the fame time the kings 
of M3rfi)re and Tanjore, in refentment of the injuries they had fuffered 
from. Chunda-faheb in his government of Tritchanopoly, incited them, 
as brethren of the £une religion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge 
the violations conmiitted in their temples and holy places by that Maho- 
medan governor^ and the Moors in his iervice« 

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 1 00000 Morattocs, under 17401 
the command of Ragojee Bonikla, approached the province with their 
ufual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains which feparate it from 
the wefrem country, before Doaft-ally was able to coUedl the whole of 
his forces to oppofe them -, for a large part of his army happened at that 
time to be employed to the fouthward, under the command of his (on 
Subder-dly. The Nabob, however, marched from Arcot with what 
troops he was able to aflemble, about 4000 horfe and 6000 foot, and 
with theie determined to defend the pailes of Damal-cherri, through 
whidi the Morattoes intended to enter the province, until he could be 
fuccoured by his {bn*s army and the other ti'oops of the province, which 
were advancing to his afiiftance : it is thought he would have fucceeded 
in this intention if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an 
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Indian, who fui&red theMorattoes to pa& the ftatkHi where he com- 
manded. The next day, being the 20th of May, the whde arn^ ap- 
peared in the Nabob's rear, which was not defended by intrendunents, 
iind having every advantage, attacked his troops with great futyj 
who, encouraged by the example o£ their prince, defended thenifelv«s 
reiblutely. for feveral hours, until they faw him, together with bk fon 
HaiTan-ally, fall dead from their elephants on the field of battle ; the 
rout was then general ; moA of ^e prindpal officers of the army were 
ilain, and Meer-afTud, the Duan, was taken priibner. 

^Subtler-ally, with the troops under his command, was advanced as fax 
as Arcot when he heard of his father's £ite, upon whk^ he immediately 
took tefuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb likewife took, the field with 500* 
horfe and loooo foot, giving out that he intended to march to the Na- 
bob's afliftance ; but by contrived delays he kept at a diftance from 
the field of battle, and as &xm as he heard of the Nabob's defeat, hur- 
ried bade to Tritchanopoly. 

The Morattoes, after their vidlory, fent detachments to plunder and 
levy CQntributk)ns in every part, of the province, but found diat what 
ihey acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expeftations j for 
i3a& wealthy inhabitants had removed all their valuable effefts into the 
ftrong holds with which the province abounds. Thus difappointed,, 
they readily liilened to the propofals of their prifbner Meer-afHid, 
who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with them: 
it was agreed that they fhould be paid, at flated periods, 10,000,000 
of rupees, equal to one year's revenue of the province, on condition that 
they quitted the Camatic immediately ; thus much was made public, 
but another artfcle was kept fccret. As foon as the treaty was ratified,, 
Subdar-ally afTumed the title and authority of Nabob} but this power 
was now fo much impaired, that Chunda-faheb thmking he had nothing 
to apprehend from it, came to Arcot to do homage to him : however, the 
fplendour of his retinue, and the military force which accompanied 

him, made him appear rather the equal than die dependant of Sub- 
der-ally. 
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The f(»tlfications of Pondicheny were at this time in fuch reputation^ 
^mongfl: a people who had never before feen any thing equal to them, 
that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-ally and Chunda-faheb> had fent 
their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during the war. 
As foon as die Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally and Chun<- 
da-faheb| attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, where they 
ftayed feveral dayS. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took with him his 
own and his father's family ; but Chunda-faheb proceeding to Tritch- 
anopoly, left the women of his femily and one of his fons there.^ 

In the month of December the province was again ftruck with con* 
fternadon by the return of the fame army of Moratfe)es which had lately 
afflicted it with fo many calamities. This fecond irruption was m 
confcquence of the fecret engagement which they had made with 
Subder-ally. 

Befides the fum of ihoney which he had agfecd to pay them, they 
had farther infifted on receiving fome territories in fovcreignty, and ifi 
this demand Meer-aOud found them lb inflexible, that, coniidering the 
territories of Tritchanopoly ferved only to render the power of Chunda- 
faheb fermidable to his mafter, he confented to yield thofe countries to 
the Morattoes, on condition that they fhould attack them at their own 
expence : this, they agreed to do, and at the fame time- engaged to di^ 
pofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a manner as 
ihould be moft conducive to the interefts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

Tritchanopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indian manner of defence ; 
and Chunda-faheb, on the firil news of the approach of the Morattoes 
againft Doaft-ally, ftored it with a great quantity of grain, which is 
coniidered as the bed fecurity of a fortified place amongft a people who 
are very little (killed in the ufe of cannon or other engines of battery. 
Mcer-afliid therefore forefeeing that he would be able to protraA his de- 
fence as long as his provifions tailed, adviied the Morattoes to quit the 
Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftance as might prevent any fufpicion 
of their intentions to return. This artful conduct produced the efFcft 
intended by it ; for Chunda-faheb imagining that the Morattoes were me- 
ditating expeditions into other provinces, fold his Acres of grain ; of 
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which they no iboncr received intelligence than they let out from their 
camp at Sevegunga, and by very expeditious marches appeared in fight 
of Tritchanopoly before he could remedy the diftrefs to which he had 
fo unwarily reduced it. 
1 741* They in veiled the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the in* 

trodudtion of any fupplies or reinforcements 3 notwithflanding which 
the brothers of Chunda-faheb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb ad- 
vanced from Madura with a large convoy of provifions^ efcorted by 3^000 
horie and 7000 foot i the Morattoes detached. 20000 men to intercept 
this reinforcement, which defended itfelf with bravery until Buda- 
faheb fell, when the* death of the leader was followed by a general rout, 
as it always h^pens in the battles of Indoftan : they cut off Buda- 
faheb's head, and fent it to Chunda-faheb as a confirmation of his bro- 
ther's defeat. Another detachment attacked^ Saduck-faheB, approaching 
fiom Dindigul with 1500 hojfe and 3000 foot^ who were likewiie de- 
feated after a (harp fight,, which ended with, the death of Saduck-faheb. . 
Chunda-faheb, notwithflanding thefe misfortunes^ continued to de- 
fend the city with great refolution, and protra(5led the fiege until tHe 
greatefl part of his provifions was confumed, and a confideraBle num- 
ber of h s men, with Ibme of his bell officers, killed j the dread of fe- 
mine had alfo cauied many to delert : thole rcmaihihg,. worn out witH. 
fatigues, called upon him with one voice to lurrender.. He delivered up 
the city and hinifelf on the 26th of March, 1741, after having fiiP- 
tained a fiege of three months. The Morattoes placed him, with hfs 
fon,, and feveral principal officers, under the llriftefl confinement, . in- 
tending to be weU paid for the ranfom of their perfons. After fome 
time fpent in draining Tritchanopoly of all they could find valuable in 
it, they appointed Morari-row, one of their generals, . viceroy of the 
kingdom, and leaving 14000 of their befl troops under his comriiand, 
returned to their own country, where they confined their priibners in a^ 
llrong fort in the neighbourhood of Sattarah their metropolis. 

The Morattoes, by the pofleffion of Tritchanopoly, were now become 
of enemies, allies to Subder-ally 5 and the imprifonmcnt of Chunda,- 
faheb at fuch a diftance from the Carnatk:, removed the only leader 
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deemed capable of exciting Inteftine commotions. But the refentment 
of Nizam*al-muluck ftill remained to be appeafed, which could only 
be done by remitting to him thofe large arrears of revenues which the 
Nabob Doaft-ally, availing himfelf of the convulfions of the empire, had 
withheld. Subder«*ally therefore was convinced that a fbrm would 
break upon him from this quarter as fbon^ as Nizam-al-muluck himfelf 
fhould have none to fear f]X)m Delhi : but as this time was not yet 
come, he determined not to exhauft his treafures from the apprehen- 
iion of dangers, which> although probable, were flill uncertain ; he 
amufed Nizam-al-muluck with humble excufes, founded on the po- 
verty to which he pretended to be reduced by the incurfion of the Mo-* 
lattoes ;: and even demeaned himfelf fb far as to give out he intended to 
go to Arabia, and there fpend the remainder of his days in ads of de- 
votion at the tomb of his prophet. 

The poveity to which he pretended to be reduced was as litde real 
as the fpirit of devotion which he aflFeded, for the greatefl part of 
his father's treafures had been preferved under the care of his mother^ 
when fhe took refuge in Pondicherry. However^ the late calamities 
left fuch an impreffion of terror upon his mind, that he did not ven-- 
ture to keep his court in the open and defencelefs city of Arcot, but 1742^ 
took up his refidence in Velore, which was welli fortified, . and its citadel 
built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the flrongefl in the Carna- 
tic; with the fame (pirlt of precaution he fent the women and children of 
his family, together with his frcafures, to Madrafs,. giving this preference 
to the Englifh nation by the advice of Meer-affud, who already fufped- 
cd the connexions which fubfifled between Chunda-faheb and Mr. Du- 
pleix, the governor of Pondicherry.. From Velore the Nabob made fc- 
veral vifits to his^ family at Madra&, and thefe journies were reported 
to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs of his intention to proceed fi-om thence 
by fea to Mecca. 

The commanders of all> the. towns and forts in the Carnatic had 
been afTcfTed in fums proportioned to their incomes, which were levied 
at flated periods, in order to difcharge the ranfom of the province due 
to the Morattoes* The government. of Velore was the richcfl fief fub- 
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je& to the Nabobftiip of Arcot, and by the treafures which Mortiz-ally 
inherited from his father^ as alfo by a very parfimonious management 
of the revenues of his government^ he was become the richeft man In 
the province. Having married the fifter of Subder-ally, and being like* 
wife nearly related to him by birth> he thought that thefe titles of kin« 
dred, joined to the reception which he gave to the Nabob and his courts 
would excufe him from the nepeffity of furnifhing what remained due . 
of his proportion c^' the general aiTeffinent ; but the Nabob, who knew 
the Morattoes were not to be difappointed with impunity, and who 
was as unwilling as Mordz-ally to difburfe his private treafures until the 
laft extremity, determined to oblige him to fiimi(h his contingent with 
the fame punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of 
' thcfe were attentive to the conduft of the governor of Velore, and 
were ready to withhold ^their proportions of the afleffinent as ibon as 
they {hould find a readable leader to fet the example, and to fupport 
them in the confequences of refufing to obey the Nabob's orders ; they 
therefore confederated with Mortiz-ally, and represented tp him, that 
Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthcrn provinces, would behold 
with fatis£a<ltion even the mofl: defperate meafures which might be taken 
by the officers of the Camatic, againft a prince who paid &> little defe«- 
rcnce to the authority of his viceroyalty* 

There was no quality in die compofition of Mortiz-ally's mind ca- 
pable of flopping his hand from the perpetration of any crime by which 
his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified : he was indeed by 
many fulpefted of being uncommonly deficient in perfonal courage, but 
this perfuafion feemsto have taken its rife fi-om the fufpicious habits of 
his domeftic life 5 fince he never moved, even in his own palace, witb- 
out being furrounded by guard?, nor ever ventured to tafte any thing 
that was not brought to him in a veffcl to which his wife had affixed 
her feal. The Nabob therefore held the pufillanimous charafter of his 
brother-in-law in the greateft contempt, and apprehended no danger 
from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenfions of poifi>n from his 
own family and domeffics. Mortiz-ally ftill continued to ev^de the pay*- 
jnent of his arrears of the afleffincnt} and the Nabob, wearied by 
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trifling exeuie$, one day in public imprudently threatened to difpoilefs 
him of his government, if he evaded any longer to comply with 
his orders. This outrage immediately fking him into the clofefl: con- 
nedion with the di^Jfajisfied governors, who now flattered his ambition, 
by afluring him that they would acknowledge him Nabob of Arcot as 
ibon as Subder-ally fhould be removed. 

Many obflacles, to all appearance infurmountable, feemed to o|^(e 
diemfelves to the execution of any attempt againft the Nabob'is perfon. 
His army was encamped within the fuburbs and under the walls of 
Vdore : a numerous retinue and a body of guards conflantly attended 
upon him yvithin the fort : the puiillanimity of Mortiz-ally rendered hinn 
incapable of attempting any a£t of violence, if accompanied with 
danger to himfelf ; and it was not probable that an opportunity of 
ilriking at the Nabob's life, without the rifque of fuch danger, fhould 
prefent itfelf. But at the fame time nothing of the confpiracy tran^ 
pired; and Subder^ally was unfortunately confirmed in his fecurity by 
the extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himfelf after the 
outrage he had received^ 

At the time of that feftival to whk:h die Mahomed»s of Indoflan 
liave the greatefl devotion> all the Nabob's fervants aiked permiflion 
to be ahient for two or three days to celebrate it in their own familes.. 
Contrary to the ufual cuflom of the courts of Indoflan, the Nabob 
fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four pedbns, to quit him ; 
and fo little was he fufpicious of the danger to which be expofed him- 
felf, by diis unguarded indulgence, that he even defired fome of the 
officers and menial iervants of Mortiz-ally might attend him during the 
absence of his own : by this fatal inadvertence he gave himfelf up to 
•ifaefower of his enem.y. Mortiz^-ally determined not to lofe this oppor- 
tunity, which was fbch as might never oflfer again, to flrike the blow^ 
he had meditated. On the zd of October, the day after the Nabob's 
setinue had left him, the victuals prepared for his table were poifoned. 
Sttbder-aUy had fcarcely finifbed his meal before he began to be greatly 
difbrdered, and although die flrength of his confHtution, with timely 
tfiifbuice, enabled him to throw off the mortal eSc&s of the poifon, yet 
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1742. it left him much enfeebled. Even this attack, however, did not 
thoroughly awaken his fufpicions, which thofe of Mortiz-ally's family, 
who waited on him, contributed Jo ftifle, by reprefenting his indiipo- 
^tion to be the accefs of a bilious diforder, very common in India. 
. Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lofe, and propofed to fome of his 
officers, in whom he had the moft confidence, to go and put an end to 
'the Nabob's life. It is laid that all refufed to ferve him in this cruel 
commiffion, excepting one, whofe wife Subder-ally had formerly de- 
bauched : this man put himfelf at the head of fome Abyffiniah flaves, 
and entered the Nabob's apartment at midnight : feven or eight peribns 
flept in the fame room with him, but thefe were fcarcely awakened be- 
fore they were difabled from making refillance. The Nabob himfelf, 
in (lead of taking up his arms, immediately on the alarm attempted to 
make his cfcape through a window. The leader of the ajQTaffins ieized 
him before he could pafs through it, and after upbraiding him with the 
injury of his adultery, and exulting in the revenge he was now taking 
£3r it, killed him with feveral (labs of a poniard. 

Meer-aflud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable attachment 
which this minifter was known to bear to his mafter, fuggefted to 
Mortiz-ally the intention of deftroying fo dangerous a witnefs of the mur- 
der which he had committed. The orders were given to put him to 
death, when fome officers, whom the general trepidation had brought 
together, reprefented to Mortiz-ally the neceffity of preferving the life 
of a man, firom whom alone he could obtain that knowledge of the- 
affairs of the Carnatic, which would be neceffary for his oWn cohduft 
in the adminiftration of them, as foon as he fliould be declared Nabob. 
Thefe reprefentations were diflated by reverence to the irharader of 
Meer-affud, whofe virtues prcferved him in this inftant of imminent 
danger from the deftrudion to which he had been doomed. 

The gates of the fort of Velore were ftriftly guarded during this 
night of horror, and thofe only who produced a particular permifficm 
were fuffered to pafs out the enfuing day. So that the news of Subder- 
ally Khan's death was carried the next morning to the army encamped near 
Velore, by emiflkries employed by Mortiz-ally himfelf, who reprefented it 
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AS tn accident in which their mailer had no part, and afcribcd it to the 
bidden refaitment of fomc cf the principal officers, whom the Nabob 
had tirtttd with very injurious language, and had affi'onted one by 
a blow. But luch was die general opinion of Mortie-ally*s charac- 
tet, that the £>ldiery immediately flew to their arms, and cried out in 
timiult, di«t their Nabob had been aflaffinated by the governor <ff 
Vdore. The prindpal d£cers of die army were abient celebrating the 
&tfli and <he (bldieiy left to their own conduct, in the fitd impulfe 
of dete ft ation, thretbied to ftorm the fort immediately, and maiiacre 
all who were in it ; but, on recoUoaion x^ its ftrength dais 'reiblu- 
tton ^ihfided, and they s^roed to wait die return of tbdr officers, iiefore 
they ihoold proceed to ejOremkies, The cmiflarirs of Mortiz-ally Cook 
advantage of this fofpenfion of their rage, and called to their re^ 
^ CDlledkn the great arrears of pay, which were doe to them £xun £ub« 
dcr-ally, who> although well able, had oonftandy evaded to £ttisfy their 
demands: whereas there was great reaibn to bdiere, that if tfae army 
WDold adnait Mbrti^aHy's pretenfions to the Nabobffiip of Aroot, and 
declare in his favour, he would agree to pay the full aaEioonit of the 
arrears due to them. 

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are composed of 
a number of diftind bodies of troops inlifted by different leaders ; who, 
widi their bands, enter into, and quit the fervice of diHerent princes, ac- 
cording to the advantages which they expert to receive. Hence the degree 
of reliance which a prince can have on hjs army is proportioned to the 
treafbres of which he is poflefled, joined to his inclination to dliburfe 
them ; and it is common in the wars of Indoftan to fee large bodies of 
troops going over to the enemy on the veiy field of batde. The army at 
Velore forgot its refentments againft Mortiz-al]y in proportion as the 
terms propoied by his emiffiiries appeared to be real. The officers 
being arrived in the camp, were imimediately brought over to his 
intereft by the presents which they received from him ; accounts were 
adjuiled, times df payment were ftipulated, and the whole aitny, 
officers as well as foldicrs, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of 
^e Carnatic within two days after the murder of Subdcr-ally Khan, 
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Mordz^ally no\^ pitched his tents without the gates of Velore, and 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. In November 
he made, his entry with pomp intp the city of Arcot, and was again 
proclainied there. 

A$ fbon as the firft agitations which this fudden and unexpeded 
revolutioA had occaiioned began to fubfide, feveral of the principal 
officers in the Caraatic communicated to one another their fentiments 
on the acceflion of Mortiz-ally, and concurred in a deteftation of it : 
Thefe applied to Moorary-row, the Morratoe general of Tritchanopolyj 
who did not hefitate to declare openly agaipft it. The Englifli at Mad- 
rafs were requeftcd to protcdt the fon and family of Subder-ally, together 
with their wealth, notwithftanding any menaces which they might re-^ 
cove from Mortiz-ally» who did not fail to demand this prey^ and had 
the vexation to find it placed out of his reach. Several of the principal 
officers of the army were treated with by the friends of Subder- 
ally'$ family, and engaged to effeft a general revolt. On a fudden the 
army demanded immediate payment of the whde of their arrears^ 
which a)t Velore they had agreed to receive at periods not yet arrived, 
they furrounded the palace in tumult, and accompanied their demands 
with threats. 

Mortiz-ally no fboncr found his ill-gotten power thus aflauked, thaa 
he perceived how much he was deficient in all the qualities neceffaiy 
to maintain it ; and the prefcrvation of his perfbn became the only at- 
tention of which he was capable. In Indoftan the women of rank 
never appear in public 5 the carriages in which they travel are covered 
over, and are very rarely flopped or examined even in times of fufl- 
picion. Mortiz-ally, difguifed in the habit of a woman, quitted Arcot 
in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accompanied by feveral female at- 
tendants, and in this equipage gained his fort of Velore without inter- 
ruption. 

As foon as the fTight of McM-tiz-ally was difcovered, Seid Mahomed 
Khan, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided in Madrafs with 
his mother, was proclaimed Nabob in the city of Arcot, by the army 
and principal officers of the province. The government of the 
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province was given to the adminiftratibn of a Duan chofbn by the friends 
of the family, and the young Nabob arid his mother were removed 
from Madrafs to Vandevafti, a ftrong fort which was xmder the govern- 
inent of Tuckia-faheb, who had married one of the Nabob Subder- 
ally Khan*s lifters. 

Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fbuthern provinces, heard of i743 
thefe revolutions in the Carnatic at a tiihe when he had no longer aiiy 
thing to apprehend from the politics of the court of Delhi, where he 
had obtained for his fon Ghazi-o'din Khan the poft of captain general 
of the Mogul's armies ; and, in confequence of the tranquillity which 
he now enjoyed, was preparing to enter the Carnatic at the head of his 
army. He left Gol-Kondah in the beginning of die year 1743, and ar- 
rived at Arcot in the month of March following. His army is thought 
to have confifted of 80,000 horfc and 200,000 foot. Their numbers, 
and the reputation of their leader, deterred all the princes of the countries 
through which they paiTed from making any refiftance: and they entered 
Ac province of Arcot with as little oppofition. When arrived at Arcot, 
Ni;&am-al-muluck was ftruck with amazement at the anarchy which he 
found reigmng in every part of the government of the Carnatic. Every 
governor of a fort, and every commander of a diftrid, had aflumed the 
title of Nabob, and had given to the ofEcers of his retinue the fame 
names as diftinguiihed the perfons who held the moft confiderable em« 
ployments in Nizam-al-miJuck's fervice. One day, after having re- 
ceived the homage of ieveral of thefe little lords, Nizam^al-muluck 
faid, that he had that day feen no lefs than eighteen Nabobs in the Car* 
natic } whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all 
Ate fbuthera provinces. He afterwards turned to his guards, and order- 
ed them to fcourge the firft peribn who, for the future, fhould in his 
prefence afTume the tide of Nabob. 

The young fon of Subder-ally, accompanied by fevcral of his princi- 
pal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who refufed him 
<he permiffion of returning to Vandevafh, and ordered fome of his own 
officers to take charge of his perfon, dircfting them to treat him with 
lenity and re(pe£t. Nizam«al^muluck then appointed Coja Abdulla 
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Kl^an> the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of aH its 
dependencies, and fent a fummons to Moorary-row, the governor of 
Tritchanopoly, to furrender the city • Finding that the Morratoe perfift-* 
ed in refuiiog to obey his orders, he marched with his whole anqy^ and 
NJat down before it : prefents and promifes fupplied the place of hoASitie^ 
in reducing it. In the month of Auguft Mooiary-row evacuated Trit- 
chanopoly, and ibon after quitted the Camatic with all his Morratoes. 

Nizam-al-muluck having thus fettled the affairs of the Carnatic 
without unfheathing the fword, returned to Gol-Kondah. The new 
Nabob of Arcot^ Coja Abdulla Khan, continued to coounand the array 
until it arrived at Gol-iCondah^ and appointed one of his dependents 
to adminifter the government during his abfience. It was not till the 
month of March I744> that Coja Abdulla Khan was to ikl out s^;aisi 
for Arcot. Nizam-alnnuluck dilUnguiOied this favourite with par^ 
ticular honors on die day of his taking leave, and the ruat morning Cqa 
AbduUa was found dead in his bed. His death was fuipedted ta be 
the effed of poiibn ; the hand from which it came could never be 
difi:overed, for which reafim it Was imputed to the perfen who received 
the moil advantage from it» by fucceeding^to bka in the government c^ 
the Caroatic. 

A very ihort ^ce of time intervened betweeathe death of Co^ 
AbduUa Kban^ and tbenominatioaof his iiicceflcs: AnVai^adean Khan 
who arrived at Arcot in the monik of April. 

The introdudion of tbl^ ilranger into the Camatic was the fource of 
many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to com^ 
memorate. There are fo many and fuch injurious miirepreientatic^is 
of the origin of this \otdy and of that part of his life which preceded 
his acceffion to the Nabobftiip, thstf it is neceflary to invalidate them by 
an impartial defcription of his hiflory. 

Anawar, the father of An'war^adean Khan, difHnguifhed himiHf by 
his great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of the Khoran : he made the pilgrimage of Mecca^ withe- 
oi^t which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to ac- 
quire the reputation of a truly devout man. At his retw n from this 
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voyage he vrici nomkiated by the Grestt Mogul Amrengzebe, one of thofe 

religious O0icera who are appointed to ofkt up daily prayers for the 

hefdib and profperity of the fovereign. He now received a peniion fronv 

^le crowo, aod was ennobled by being ranked as a commander of 250^ 

borlb> a title which would appear incompatible with the charader of a 

religbus man, if every title of nobSity in Indoflan did not confift in a^ 

military comxoiffvm ; by which it ia fuppo&dj although rarely infifled 

on, that die peribn who receives the commiflion ihsJl maintain a certain^ 

aomber of h<^ fw the Emperor's lervice- With tbeie honoucs and ad-- 

voltages Anawar retired to Gi^pee^mahoo,. and there finifhed his days. 

His £>n An'war-^adean Khan wtot to court with Becommendataons fronv 

his father ; thefe procured him the quality a£ a comimander of 250 horfe, 

vdtidh ennobled him> and gjave him a right to addthe title of Khan, (i. e*^ 

Lofd) to his name - he w»s a&erwarxls laiied to a higher degree of no 

tnHty> by being ranked 9 c^^nmander of 500 horfe^ and was appointee^ 

garemor of a^^Uftri^ not fas diftwt from Delhi^called Coora-Cehanabad. 

^ fiaccefe, cdr perh^s ill condu^, prevented him from being able to: 

pay the lalUat cevenu^ of his government to the throne. He therefore 

^longhtit neceflaiy to wididraw himielf, and went to Amedabad. Here 

Ga2»H)'din Khan^ the Soubab of th» ibuthern provinces, gave him a^ 

poft f£ eoi^iderable traft and profit in the aty of Surat,; whiUt his foend« 

at Delhi taoH edre to pfevent further enquiries concerning him. After 

^e death of Qa»i-o'din Kha»>> father of Nizam^aUmuluck, Anwar* 

adean Khft» went to pay hts court to Nizam^aUmuluck, who had/uc- 

oDdol to the Soubahffaip of the fouthern provinces^ and by whom he^ 

was appointed Nabob of die Yalore and Rsya^xxumdrum countries, whicb 

he governed for ieveral years.. When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing. 

10 vifit the Cai'natic, An war-adean Khan attended, his court*, and was 

left by him in one of the principal iiations in the city and territory of 

Gd-Kondab. A very few days after the death of Goja Abdulla Khan> 

Nizam^^al-muluck aj^inted An'war«-adean Khan to adminifler the gp« 

vernment of the Carnatic, and feems in this choice to have been in«* 

jBuenced by his iopinion of the neceHSty of placing a country, ia which 

be fufpofled ebmmotions, under the dire&ioii of a bcave and experienced- 

IbUier ; fuch Was An war-adean Khan. 

Theit 
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There is no country in which the titles of delcent are lefi inftrumental 
to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoftan, none but thofe of 
the royal blood are confidered as hereditary nobility ; to all others^ 
die exclufion is fo abfblute, that a new a€t from the ibvereign is necef- 
fary to ennoble even the fon of the Grand Vizir of the Emjure. The 
field of fortune is open to every man who has courage enough to make 
nfe of his fword, or to whom nature has given fuperior talents of mind 
Hence it happens, that half the grandees of Indoflan have arrived to 
&e highefl employments in the Empire from conditions not le(s humble 
dian diat of An'war-adean Khan, againfl whofe acceflion to the Nabob- 
fhip of the Camatic, the people had taken an averfion, from cauies in- 
dependent of his perfbnal charafler. 

• During the 3 o years which preceded the vifitadon of Nizam-al-muluck, 
the Camatic had been governed by the fame family, in a fucceffion of three 
Nabobs, who, availing themfelves of the general confuiion of the Empire, 
had acquired a greater (lability in their office than is the ufual lot of gover- 
hbrs in Indoflan. The Nabobs of this family, confidering the fove- 
rcignty as a kind of inheritance, had not condu&ed themfelves in their 
adminiflration with that fpirit of ravage, which is the ufual confequence 
of uncertain and tranfitory pofleflion. The revenues of the Camatic 
depend upon the harvefls of grsun, and thefe on the quantities of water, 
whidi are referved to fupply the defedt of rain during the dry feafon of 
the year : for this purpofe vafl refervoirs have been formed, of which 
not only the confbuftion, but even the repairs in cafes of inundation re* 
quire an expence much beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter 
of the land. If therefore the avarice of the prince with-holds his 
hand from the prefervation of thefe fburces of the felicity of the 
people, and at die fame time didlates to hini an inflexible refelu* 
tion of receiving his ufual incomes : the farmer oppreffed, oppreiTes the 
labourer, and the mifery of the people becomes complete, by the vexa-- 
tions of coUeftors exercifed in times of Scarcity, of which the cruel par- 
fimony of their ruler has been the principal caufe. ' • 

It is not therefore to be wondo-ed that the province which had felt the 
jood cfFedls of a mild and generous adminiflration, from the reigns of 

' the 
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the family oflSadatuIla Khan, fhoold behold with regret the introduc- 
tion of any ftranger whoibever to govern the Camatic The young fon 
of Subder-ally was the only peribn whom the province wifhed to iee 
their ruler. 

In deference to this affeflion, and from appi^enfion of the conie- 
quences of (hocking it at once too violently, Nizam-al-muluck thought 
it neceflary to give out that he intended to confer the Nabobfhip of Arcot 
on this youth, as foon as he ihould arrive at an age capable of ad- 
miniffaing it. At the fame time he gave to AnVar-adean Khan all the 
powers neceffaiy for governing the Camatic during this interval, and 
committed the youpg prince to his care, with the authority of a guardian. 
From the palpable impropriety of repofing fo delicate a truft in the very 
perfbn to whom the greateft advantages would accrue from an unfaithful 
difcharge of it, Nizam-al-muluck may be fuQ>eded of having dit- 
fembled throughout this tranfadion. The general joy with which the 
youth was received, on his arrival in the province, eclipfed all the homage 
that was paid to the fovereign power of his guardian 3 and it is fuppoied 
that the proviiional Nabob did not behold without jealoufy thefe demon- 
flrations of the public attachment to the ion of Subder-ally Khan. 

An'war-adean Khan however did not diicover any fymptoms of diicon- 
tent in his treatment of the young prince : on the contrary, he main- 
tained him in a fplendor adequate to his birth, and afligned the palace 
in the fort of Arcot for his refidence. Here the young Seid Mahomed 
pafTed fome time without any other inquietude, than that which he re- 
ceived from the importunities of a band of Pitan fbldiers, who had been 
in the fervice of his father, and who pretended that a long arrear of pay 
was due to them. 

The Pitans, whofe country is in the moft northern part of the Em- 
pire, are the bravefl of the Mahomedan fbldiery levied in Indoflan. 
From a confcioufnefe of this fuperiority, together with a reliance on the 
national connexion which exifts amongfl them however diiperfed into 
the fervices of different princes, they have acquired an infolence and au-? 
dacity of manners, which diilinguifhes them, as much as the hardnefs 
of their phyfiognomy, from every other race of men ,in the Empire : 

they 
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I744* they treat even the lords they ferve with very Ettle of that refped which 
charaderifcs all the other dependents of a fovcreign in Indoftan. From 
Ae known ferocity of their temper, it is thought dangerous to inflid 
punifliment on them, even when they dcferve it, as a ftrong fpirit of 
revenge has famUiarifed them widi affaffination, which Aey feldom fail 
to employ whenever ihe finallnefs of their numbers difenables them 
from taking vengeance by more open attocks. ^ The Pitans, who had 
fcrved Snbder-ally Khan, continued to prefcnt themfelves every day 
before his fon, demanding dieir arrears with damour, and info- 
lence* 

In the month of June a wedding of one of the relations of Subdcr- 
ally Khan was celebrated in the fort of Arcot. The young fwince, as 
being the head of the family, was invited to prefide at the ceremony. 
The cuftomaiy invitations were likewife given lo all the other relations, 
many of whom where lords of governments in the Carnatic ; among thefe 
was Mbrtiz-ally. The young Seid Ms^omed was taught lo conceal the 
emotions he naturally felt at feeing the imurderer of his father named in 
the lift of his friends as a gueft invited with his approbation. Such are 
the mamters of a court in Indoftan. It was thought that Mortiz-ally 
would net venture his perfon out of Ae forts of Vdore, during the 
firft days of a new adminiftration s but, in contradidion to die general 
condufions vc^ich were dravra from a knowledge of his pufillanimity, 
he came to Atxx^t, and prefented hirnfelf before the young prince, as 
one of the guefts at the wedding s and was treated with diftindion and 
rcfpeft by the negent Nabob An'war-adean Khan* 

On the day appofaited for tfie folemnization of the marriage, twdve 
Pitans, with the captain of the band, prefented themfelves before the 
young prince, and demanded their aucars with a more determined fpirit 
of infolence than they had hitherto fliewn in any of their former ap- 
plications. It is reckoned the higheft indignity that can be offered to a 
foldier, jto order him to retire by an expreffipn of contempt; and if any 
violence is employed to remove him, he generally refents it in the inflant 
with blood-flied. Thefe confiderations were not fufficient to reflrain the 
zeal of Scid Mahomed's attendants from rcfenting the infult which was 

offered 
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offered to their prince ; and finding that expofhilations did not prevail, 
they feized on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force. 
The Pitans fuffered themfelves to be removed with much lefs refiflance 
than it was expeded they would have made againft a treatment fb re- 
pugnant to the ideas which they entertained of their own importance. 
The fame day they advanced again into the prefence of Seid Ma- 
liomed Khan, and defired leave to make apologies for their roifbeha- 
viour : their fubmiilions were aecepted, and iuppreffcd all fuipicions of 
their conduft during the remaining part of the day. 

In the evening Seid Mahomed Khan, with Mortiz-alfy and moft of 
the other guefls, were aflembled, when the approach of An'war-adean 
Khipn, the regent Nabob, who had been invited to the entertainment, 
was announced to them. The young prince arofe from his feat, and 
bafied into the veflibule of the hall, intending to pay his guardian the 
crompliment of receiving him at the bottom of the fleps which led into 
the court of the palace. He was attended by all the other guefls, and 
many of his own officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who had 
made their fubmiffion in the morning, appeared the foremoft of the 
^ftatocs in die court below, and diilinguifhed themfelves by the affec- 
tation of great reverence in their manner of faluting Seid Mahomed 
Khan, as loon as he appeared in the veftibule. After thefc compliments, 
their captain, with the appearance of a man that was fenfible he had 
offended his lord, and was defirous to fling himfelf at his feet, afcended 
the fleps, and was permitted to approach within the reach of his perfon. 
The affaffin now drew a dagger, and at the firfl blow flabbed the young 
prince to the heart. 

A thoufand fwords and poignards were drawn in an inftant: the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very fpot on which he had perpetrated 
his crime ; and ten of his accomplices differed the fame fate from the 
£ury of the multitude below. Before this fcene of terror was ended, 
An'war-adean Khan arrived at the palace^ and endeavoured to calm the 
general trepidation, by giving fuch orders as were necefTary for the 
i&fcovery of the confpirators ; for the multitude had already perfuaded 
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1744. themfHves that the Pitans had been only the executors of the intefitioii& 
of fame fuperior power. 

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this ^ITajQination^ 
were inflantly ftruck wid;i the reniembrance of die murder of his father 
committed in Velore } murmurs from many had akeady declared the 
fuipicions that were entertained of Mortiz-alty, when it waa feportedi* 
that^ during the general confufion> he had gained the gates of the fort, 
where a large body of cavalry and other troops^ which compofed his* 
retinqe^ were waiting for him ; and that^ furrounded by &efe guards, he 
was already on his way to Velore* The precipitation of this flighty 
which appeared as much the CQufequence of previious diipofitions as the 
efied of fudden fear> left no doubt that he was the authoF of the 
aflaifination. Nothing was now heard but curies aid ipfiprecations otk 
die head of Mortiz-ally> for the murder of the innocent and much-r 
loved Seid Mahomed Khan> and for the murder of the father of this un* 
fortunate prince. The people iaw themf^ves obliged to confine their 
indignation to thefe expreflions of it : for the flrength of Mortiz-ally's* 
cfcort required a larger body of cavalty to be fent in {^irfuit of if, thaa 
could be got together within the time neceffary to overtake him> Velpre 
being no more than twelve miles diftant from Arcot, 

The multitude now received orders from An'war-adean Khan to retire to 
their homes ; and, as men ftruck with difmay at a common calamity, 
aflembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts on the 
dreadful tragedy of which they had been ipe£tators. 

An'war-^dean Khan^ either aduated by the fame ipirit of indigna- 
tion as the people, or afieding the appearance of it, not only re- 
moved the Pitans in his ferviqe from their employments, but alio gave 
orders that all of that nation fhould inceiTantly quit the city -, and, as a 
flronger proof of his refentment, caiifed their houfes to be razed to 
the ground : a mark of infamy ieldom put in ufe, excepting the 
perfoos, whom it is intended to iligmatize, have deferved capital puniih- 

ment. 

But theie expreilions of indignation did not exempt An'war-adean 

Khan from the imputadon of having been acceiTory to the murder. Many 

peribns 
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{)erfbds holding rank and power in the province afTerted diat they had 
difcovered fecrets^ which convinced thfetn that the afTaiiination was the 
refult of a confederacy between AnVar-adeart Khan and Mortiz-ally. 

They faid, that the rclpedl and attachment which were (hewn by all 
ranks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence which 
his relations bore in the Carnatic, by poileiling the beft forts and govern* 
teents in the province^ had filled the mind of AnVar-adean Khan with 
Vifionary apprehenfions of confpiracies and revolts, which might at one 
time or other reinove him from his government, in order to place Seid 
Mahomed in the ibvereignty : that An Var-adean Khan, aduated by 
diefe fii^icions> had determined on the ddlru£tion of Sdd Mahomed^ 
as a meafure necef&ry to his own fecurity, and was only with-held from 
executing it by the dread of Nizam-al-muluck's reientment, which dig- 
gefted to hktk die thought of pradtifing on the pufillanimity and ava- 
rice of Mortiz-ally, by iniinuations and offers whidi might induce 
him to undertake the deilrudion of Seid Mahomed^ but in fuch a 
ffiannefy that, if a difcovery fhould be made> he alone might appear 
the author of the murder. An'war-adean Khan found Mortiz-ally more 
difpoied than he could have expected to enter into his views. As fooa 
as Mortiz^ally was perfuaded of the probability of a revolution in favour 
of Seid Mahomed, his natural timidity fuggdled to him the danger to 
which he (hould be expofed, from the refentment of a prince, who, 
widi the Nabobfhip of the Camatic, vrould obtain the power of reveng- 
ing his father's murder. Hurried on by thefe apprehenfions, and at the 
fame time aflured of prote£tion, and even of rewaids by an encreafe of 
^e Domain of Velore from An'war-adcan Khan, Mortiz-ally hired 
die diirteen Pitans, who had executed his cruel purpdfe with fiich ini- 
quitous fidelity. 

The iecrets of the princes of Indofbn are very difiicult to be 
diicovered. In afiairs of ccxifequence nothing, except in the moft eqni^ 
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing ; and whenever the matter 
is of great importance or iniquity, it is trufted to a meflenger, a man 
of low rank and great cunning, who bears a lettser of recommendation, 
teftifying that he is to be trufled in all he fays. So indefinite a commii^ 
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1 744. fion rcferves to the lord who gives it, the re/burce erf* difavowing 
the tranfadion of his agent i and this he never fails to do, whenever 
a diicovery to his prejudice is made. Hence the public in Indoftan, de- 
prived of authentic evidence, are left to judge of the adions of their rulers 
either frond probable conjedures, or from the general idea which they 
entertain of the character of their lords. The conftitution and defeats of 
their government have rendered poiibns and aiTaflinations, in the pra<ftice 
of the great, the comipon method of removing thofe who ftand in oppofi* 
tion to the ambition of others ; inibmuch that a hiftory of one century 
in Indoftan would furniih more examples of this nature than can be 
found in the hiftory of one half of the kingdoms of Europe iince the 
dme of Charlemagne. From the frequency of thefe enormous pra&ices, 
even die deaths which happen in the common courfe of nature are attri* 
buted to the iniquity of thofe, who receive immediate advantage from 
them. Such were the principles on which the people of the Camatic 
judged and condemned An'war-adean Khan for the murder of Seid 
Mahomed j notwithftanding no pofidve proofs were brought cf his hav- 
ing been acceflbiy to it. The moil probable of the conjectures which 
were urged againft An*war-adean Khan, was founded on the early ap^ 
pearance of Mortiz-ally at Arcot in the days of a new adminiftration. 
This was thought incompatible with the pufillanimity of his character, 
without fuppofing that, from the iniquitous conneiftion between them^ 
he was affured of protection from An'war-adean Khan. 

An'wa|:-adean Khan ftrongly denied all connections with Mortiz-ally, 
and challenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, or any of his 
dependents had ever had any correfpondence with the Pitans who com- 
mitted the murder, which he attributed iblely to Mortiz-ally, alledging 
as a proof, that the Pitans had often been at Velore, and were known to 
have received many marks of favour from him. On the odier hand, 
Mortiz-ally accufed An war-adean-Khan of being the author of it, but 
brought no tcftimonics to fupport his affertion : It was fuppofed that 
the only proofs which he could have brought againft AnVar-adean 
Khan^ would at the £ime time have condemned himfelf. 

Notwi^- 



Book!. History of the Carnatic. 6i 

Not withilanding An'war-adcan Khan was not able to exculpate him- 1 744. 
felf in the opinion of his fubjedts, he found means to convince his fupe- ^— v-^ 
rior, Nizam-al-muluck, that he was intirely innocent of the blood 
of Seid Mahomed, Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing 
by halves, thought it neceflary to give AnVar-adean Khan fup- 
port, in proportion as he became odious to the Camatic, and fent 
him a full and regular commiffion for the Nabobftiip of Arcot fbon after 
the death of Seid Mahomed. The province, irritated by their averfion 
to a lord, whofe fovereignty deftroyed their hopes of being ruled by one 
of the family of the race they fo much loved, complained loudly of the 
avarice and parfimony of AnVar-adean Khan's government, and con- 
trafted it, much to his difad vantage, with that of their former Nabobs. 

War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in confe- 
quence of which a fquadron of Englifti men of war appeared in die 
Indian feas. It confiftcd of two 60 gun (hips, one of 50, and a frigate 
of 20 guns : thefe fhips did not come immediately to the Engliih fettle* 
ments in Indoftan, but pafling beyond them, cruifed in two divifions 
in the ilraits of Sunda and Malacca. They took in thefe flations three 
French fhips returning from China to Europe, and one returning from 
Manilha to Pondicherry 5 the cargoes of which prizes produced the fum of 
180,000/. fterling. They alfo took a French Eaft India (hip, which 
was converted into an Engli(h man of war of 40 guns. The fquadron, 
after rendezvoufing at Batavia, appeared on the coaft of Coromandel in 
the month of July 1 745, at which time the garri(bn of Pondicheny con- 1 745, 
fifted of no more than 436 Europeans; its fortifications were not completed, 
and noFrenchmarineforcehad appeared in India (incethedeclaration of war. 

The appearance of the Engli(h fquadron, and the report of the rein- 
forcements which they expefted from England, alarmed Mr. Dupleix 
for the fafety of Pondicherry. He prevailed on the Nabob An war- 
adean Khan to infift with the Engli(h government of Madrafs, that the 
(hips of war (hould not commit any hoftilities by land againft the French 
pofleffions in the territories of Arcot j but at the fame time the Nabob 
afTured the Engli(h, that he would oblige the French to obferve the 
lafne law of neutrality, if their force (hould hereafter become fuperior 
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to that of the^ngli/h. The government of Madrafs reprcfented to 
the Nabob, that they were always ready to obey his commands as fiu: 
as their power extended ; but that Mr. Barnct, the commander of the 
Eoglifti fquadron, was the immediate officer of the King of Great 
Britain, by whofe orders and commiffion he a<fled, independent of the 
Eaft India company's agents at Madrafe. The Nabob replied, that all 
officers of the EngUffi nation who came to the coaft of Coromandel 
were equally obliged to refpedl his government in the Carnatic j and that 
if Mr. Barnet, with his fquadron, fhould venture to ad contrary to the 
orders he had now given, the town of Madrafs (hould atone for their 
diibbedience. 

Thefe threats made fo much impreffion upon the government of Mad- 
rafs, that they requefled and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to confine 
the operations of his fquadron to the fea. He therefore fent one of the 
50 gun fhips to cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the 
river Ganges, where fhe took two or three French fhips returning from 
different parts of India to the French fcttlements in Bengal. The refl 
of the fquadron left the coafl of Coromandel to avoid the approaching 
ftormy feafbn, and went to Mergui, a port fituated on the coafl which 
lays oppofite to that of Coromandel in the Gulph of Bengal. 

In the beginning of the year 1 746 the Englifh fquadron retumed to 
the coafl of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun fhips, 
and a frigate of 20 guns, which arrived from England : but at this time 
the 60 gun fhip, in which Mr. Bamet hoifled his flag, was found un- 
fit for adion, and, together with the 20 gun fhip which came firfl into 
India, was fent back to England. 

There was now certain intelligence that a French fquadron was prepar- 
ing to come on the coafl of Coromandel, when that of the Englifh was 
deprived of one of its principal advantages, by lofing commodore Bamet, 
who died at Fort St. David's in April. His death, happening at a time 
when the Englifh affairs in India-were threatned with danger, was gene- 
rally regretted as a public lofs. 

Early in the morning of the 25th of June, the Englifh fquadron 
cntifing to the fouthward of Fort St. Davids near Negapatnam, defcried 

that 
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that of the French arriving on the coaft of CoromandcL It confifted of 
nine fliips, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who had 
equipped diem at the ifle of Mauritius, and afterwards, when fcattered 
by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland of Madagafcar^ overcom- 
ing the greateft difficulties with fuch indefatigable pcrfeverance and adlivity, 
as intitles him to a reputation equal to that of the ableft marine officer his 
country has produced. Of thefe fliips one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one 
30, three 34, one 36, and that on board of which Mr. De la Bourdonnais ' 
hoifted his flag mounted 70 guns, of which 60 were 1 8 pounders. There 
were but 14 other guns of this fize in all the whole fquadron, the reft being 
12 and 8 pounders. All but die 70 gun fliip were bored to mount more 
guns than the number with which Mr. De la Bourdonnais had been able to 
equip them ; and five of them were 50 gun fliips. On board of the fliips 
were 3300 men^ of which 700 were either Caflfres or Lafcars : 3 or 
400 of die whole number were rendered unfit for fervicc by ficknefe. 

The Englifti fquadron confifted of one 60 gun fliip, three of 50^ one of 
40, and one frigate of 20 guns, which was toofmall to be brought into the 
adUon. The number, of men in thefe fliips did not amount to one half 
of that in die French fquadron -, but the Englifli had greatly the advan- 
tage in the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of engagements 
at fea is at prefent generally decided : and they likewife failed better than 
die French, and were worked with much greater fkill. 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages and difadvantages of 
his force> had determined to decide the impending engagement by board- 
ing the Englifli fliips, if it were poflible to bring his own into the fitua- 
tions neccflary to accomplifli this defign. Mr. Peyton, who commanded 
the Englifli fquadron, perceiving this intention, determined to engage 
with his fquadron nearer to the wind than that of the enemy, fince in 
this fituation their efforts to board would be eafily avoided ', and a great 
part of the day was employed to prefervc this advantage- It was not 
until 4 in the afternoon that the fight began : it was maintained at fuch 
a diftance that the fire of the fmall arms from the French fliips, not- 
withftanding the great numbers and the e^pertnefs of their mufketeers, 
did very little execution > but, on the other hand, the cannon of the 
Englifli, from the &me caufe> did much le& than might have been ex- 
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peSed from them in a clofer engagement. The fight finiflied with the 
entrance of the night ; about 3 5 men were killed in the Englifli fqua- 
dron, and the greateft part of thefe on board the 40 gun fhip. We 
are not exadly informed of the lofs fuftained by the French ; but 
it was believed diat the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lefe than 300. One of their fhips, that which mounted 30 guns, 
was in lefs than half an hour difrnafted, and fo much fliattered, that, 
immediately after the adlion, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to pro- 
ceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges. 

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on a 
review of the condition of the Englifli fquadron, it was not thought pro- 
per, efpecially as the 60 gun fliip was extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond 
engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired. In con- 
fequence of this refolution, the fliips made fail for the harbour of Trinca- 
nomaly in the ifland of Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight of the French 
fquadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if challenging the Englifli, 
who were to windward, to bear down and renew the fight. This appear- 
ance of refolution in Mr. De la Bourdonnais was no more ihan a feint, 
praftifed to deter the Englifli from doing what he moft dreaded j for moft 
of his fliips had expended the greateft part of their ammunition, and 
ieveral of them had not viduals on board for twenty-four hours. 

In the night of the enfuing day the French fquadron, now confifling 
of cigjit fliips, arrived in the road of Pondichcrry ; where Mr. Dupleix 
commanded, for the French Eaft India company, all the eftablifliments of 
his nation in India, the iflands of Mauridus and Bourbon excepted. 
Thefe were under the government of Mr. De la Bourdonnais, to whom 
all the operations of the fquadron were intrufted, independent of the con- 
troul of Mr. Dupleix. 

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bourdon- 
pals would gain in the command of his armament, created jealoufy in the 
mind of Mr. Dupleix. Dififenfions arofe between the two commanders : 
but the adivity of Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not fuffer the interefts of 
his nation to be facrificed to them. Knowing that the force which he 
(commanded could not be employed by land with any probability of fuc- 
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cefs, until the Englifti fquadron fliould be either ruined or forced to quit 
the coaft of Coromandel ; he determined to go in queft of them as foon 
as his own (hips were refitted and provided with 30 or 40 pieces more of 
heavy cannon than they mounted on leaving the ifland of Mauritius. 

On the 24th of July the French fquadron failed from Pondicherry, 
working to the fouthward againft the fouthem tnonfoon, and on the 6th 
of Auguft difcovercd that of the Englifli, which had been refitted at 
Trincanomaly. The Englifli perceiving the additipn of cannon with 
which the French had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided coming to 
an engagement. The two fquadrons were three days in fight of each 
other, after which, according to Mr. De la Bourdonn^s's account, the 
Englifli fhips availing themfekes of tfce advantage of failing hetto: thaa 
the French, difappeared. 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais returned with his fliips to Pondicherry, ima^n-* 
ing that the Englifli fquadron, although they did not think themielves 
ftrong enough to riik a general engagement, would remain on the coaft 
of Coromandd, to deter him from attempting any operations againft 
ihe^ Englifli fettlements. But notwithftanding this fufpicion^ he de- 
termined to lay fiege to Madrafs. 

The Englifli informed of the preparations which v^ere tnaldng at 
Pondicherry to attack them, called on the Nabob An war-adean Khan to 
fulfil his promife of reftraining the French from committing hoftilitics 
againft them by land. But they omitted to employ the moft certain 
means, of obtaining his protedion, by negledting to accompany thdr 
application for his affiftance with a prefent of money. This ill-judged 
parfimony left the Naboh fo luke-warm in their interefts, that although 
he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitivc permiflion, he refrained from 
making any preparations, or even from ufing ^ menaces to prevent the 
French from attacking Madrafs. 

Madrafs had been about 100 years the principal efl:ablifliment of the 
EnMifli nation on the coaft of Coromandel. It was built in a territory 
granted by the Great Mogul to the Eaft India company, which extended 
atx)ut five miles along the fea-fliore, and about one mile in land. The 
Town confifted of three divifions } that to the foirth extended about 400 
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yards in length fh)m north to fouth, and about loo yards in breadth: 
none but the Englifh , or other Europeans, under their protedlion, refided 
in this divifion, which contained about 50 good houfes, an Englifh and 
a Roman Catholic church, together with the refidence of the facftory, 
and other buildings belonging to the company : it was furrounded with a 
flender wall, defended widi four-baftions and as many batteries, but 
thefe were very flight and defedivc in their conftrudtion, nor had they any 
outworks to defend them : this quarter has long been known in Europe 
by the name of Fort St. George, and was in India called for diftindion 
the White Town. On the nordi of this, and contiguous, was another 
divifion, much larger and worfe fortified, in which were many very good 
habkatbnS belonging to the Armenian and to the richefl of the Indian 
merchants, who refided in the company's territory : this quarter was called 
the Black Town. Beyond this diyifion, and to the north of it, was a 
fuburb, where the Indian natives of all ranks had their habitations pro* 
miicuoufly. Befides theie three divifions, which compofed the town of 
Madrais, there were two large and populous villages about a mile to the 
fi>uthward of it, within the company's territory, and thefe were likewiib 
inhabited by Indian natives. 

The trade from England to the coaft of Coromandel, together with 
that \^ch is carried on by merchants of various nations from one part 
of India to another, had raifed Madrafs to a degree of opulence and re- 
putation, which rendered it inferior to none of the European eftabliih- 
ments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. There were 250,000 in- 
habitants in the company's territory, of which the greateft part were 
natives of India of various cafts and religions 5 amongft thefe were three 
or four thoufand of thofe Indian chriftians who call themfelves Portu- 
guefe, and pretend to be defcended from that nation. The Englifti In 
die colony did not exceed the number of 300 men^ and 200 of thefe 
were foldiers, who compofed the garrifon -, but none of them excepting 
two or three of their officers^ had ever feen any other fervice than tliat of 
the parade : the reft of the Englifli inhabitants, folely employed in the 
occupations of commerce, were ftill more unfit for military fervices. 
At the fame time the defence of the place depended on this final! nun>- 
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bcr of Englifli fubjefts : fof it was • known that the reft of the inha- 
bitants, regarding themfelves as neutrals, would take flight on the firft 
approach of danger. 

On the 1 8th of Auguft the French fquadroii appeared and can- 
nonaded the town, but without doing any damage to it. They 
attempted to take one of the Eaft India company's (hips which la^in ^ 
the road ; but (he moved into (hoal-water, fo near die batteries of the 
ibrt, that the French did not venture to attack her with arm'd boats ; and 
it was evident, from the unddlfulnefs of their operations during this 
cruife, that Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not command them in perfim^ 
he was at this time in Pondicherry, confined to his bed by (icknefs; 

The protedion of the Engli(h (ettlements on the coaft of Coroman- 
dd was the principal objed of the deftination of the Engli(h (quadron i 
and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time thought fo necefTaty^ 
to its defence, that the inhabitants were in hourly expedation of feeing 
them, although they had heard no news rf them lince they were laft (een, 
fix weeks before, by Mr. Dela Bourdonnais. The town therefwe was ftruck 
with a conftemation little kfs than defpair, when news was received that 
the Engli(h fquadron had on the 23d of Auguft appeared 30 miles to the 
northward of Madrafs, before the Dutch (cttlement of Palliacatte, from 
whence they had again put off to fca, and difappeared. They proceeded 
to Bengal 5 for the 60 gun (hip was now (b leaky, diat it was feared 
the (hock of firing her own cannon would fink hw, if (he (hould be 
bought into an engagement. 

On the 3d of September the French fquadron anchored four leagues 
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and ftores in- 
tended for die fiege. Here a part of the troops was landed, and march- 
ing along the coaft advanced the next day within cannon (hot of the 
town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed. The whole confiftcd 
of 1100 Europeans, 400 CafFres, and 400 Indian natives, difciplined 
in the European manner. There remained on board of the fquadron 
1 800 European mariners. 
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Mr. De la Bourdonnais dkc&cd his attack againft the White Towfi.* 

in which the Englifh reiided : the nortibern fide of this divifion couldi 
not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the. next divifion. almofir 
touched the wall, which feparated them itofti each other : the eaftemt 
fide could only be battered^ from the &a ; but dxe fouth and wedr 
lay open to the plain. On the 7th of September the French began ta< 
bombard the town, from a battery of nine mortais> which> they eredted 
to the weflward) under the fhdter of a laige houie within 500 yards of 
. the wallsr In the evening three of their targefl fhips drew as near as the- 
^ depth of water would permit,^ and cannonaded the town. In> the night 
Mr. Dc la Bourdonnais was flung into great perplexity by receiving a' 
letter from Mr. Dupleix, which informed him that fome large {hips* 
were feen to the fouthward of Pondicherry ;. which news was contra- 
dicted in the morning by a feeond letter u but it is faid that thefirfi: caufed^ 
fo much alarm iathe French camp,, that they were preparing, to refhip^ 
the heavy cannon which they had landed.. 

On the 8th of September the French had ffiiifhed a battery of five 
mortars to the ibuth^ and bombarded the town without intermifilon ua-- 
til the next morning,, when two Englifh deputies went to their camp^, 
to treat with Mr. De la^ Bourdonnais^ whom they found inflexible in 
his reiblution to have the town delivered up to him on his own terms ^ 
tor he was determined^ from the apprehenfion of the return of the 
Englifh fquadron,. to give a general afTault with his troops augmented^ 
by a large reinforcement of failors from* his fhips. As foon as the 
deputies returned, the bombardment recommenced, and. continued^ 
until the evening, when it was fufpended for two hours, during the coa- 
ference of another deputy fent firom the town i, after which it continued 
during the refl of thenigjit.^ 

The next morning, the 10^ of September,, the deputies returned to the 
French camp> and, after fbme altercations, confented to the articles of ca- 
pitulation, which had been dictated to them in the firfl conference. It 
was agreed that the Englifh fhould furrender themfelves prifbners of 
war : that the town ihould be immediately delivered up y but that it 
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flioald be afterwards ranfomed. Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave his 
promife that he would fettle the ranfi>m on eafy and moderate terms. 

The capitulation was figned in the aftemoon,^ when Mn De la Bour- 
donnais put himielf at the head o£ a large bod]^ of troops, and marched 
to the gates,, where hereceived the k^ from the governor The French^ 
colours were inunedlately diipkyed ; and, at the fame time, the Englifh 
fhip bdonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, was^ 
taken: poflefHon; of without refiftance by the boats of the French fqua- 
' dron. There was not a man killed in the French camp during the (lege : 
£>ur or five: Eng^iifhmen. were killed in the town by^ the explo^on of the: 
bombs, which likewife deftroyed two or three houies- 

The Englifli inhabitants were permitted to refide without moleftatioQ' 
in. their, houfes; but the magazines and ware-houfes belonging to the 
Eaft India company were taken poiTeilion of by the French commii^ 

&ries. 

On the* day in which Mkdrals was furrendored,. a mcffengcr- fiiom' 
the Nabob An*war*-adean Khan, dKpatched for more expedition^ 
on a camd, arrived, at Pondichcrry, and delivered to Mt, Dupleix 
.a letter,, in which^ the Nabob exprefled great furprizc at the pre- 
fumption of the French in attacking Madrafs without his permifiion, 
and threatned to fend, his army there, if the fiege was not immedi- 
ately railed. Mn Dupleix fent directions to his agent at Arcot to pacify 
die. Nabob, by pronoifing diat die town, if taken, (hould be given up to 
him ; and by reprefenting, that the Englifti would certainly be willing 
to pay him a large, fum of money for the reftitution of fo valuable a pof- 
fbffion. It was by^ this> tranfadtion that Mn. Dupleix firft. difcovered^ 
his pretenfions to the right of difpofing of Madrafs, which he thought 
was inveAed in.himfelf as governor general of the.French e£kabli(hments 
in Indoftan. 

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying. on his own commifllon; did. not- 
admit of this authority in the governor of Pondidierry, and, . conform* 
able ta his promife, proceeded to treat with the Englifh for jthe ranfom- 
of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondicherry protefted 
j^inft the. treaty,, as^ a meafure. highly detrimental to the interefls oft 
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1746. their nation, which, theyfaid, would be facrificed to private advantages, 
if Madrafs was not razed to the groiand. 

On the 27th of September three (hips of war, difpatched from 
France arrived at Pondicherry. One of thefe mounted 72 guns, 
and each of the odier two 40 : they had on board 1 360 men. With 
this addition, the French force feemed fufficient to affure Mr, De la 
Bourdonnais of fuccefs in the enterprizcs which he was meditating 
againft the reft of the Englifti eflablifliments* His ' vexation was 
dierefore extreme, at the delaj^ which all his operaticxis fuiFered from 
the protefts and contradiiSions of Mr. Dupidx and the council of 
Pondicherry. 

However the effedls of Madrais, whidi Mr. De la Bourdonnais in- ' 
tended to carry away in his (hips, were put on board by the i ft of 
October, ^ and two of them had failed to Pondicheny . Mr. Dupkix was 
not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr. De la Bourdonnais 
was determined not to leave Madras before the governor and council 
of Pondicherry had given their approbation : at the fame time his ex* 
perience in the navigation of India fully apprized him of 4!he danger to 
which his fhips were expofed, by remaining on the coaft of Coromandel 
at this critical fcafon of the year. 

In India the year is divided into two feafbns. Fxx)m the month of 
Odober to March the winds blow from the north, and during the reft 
of the year from die fbuthern points of the compais : thefe feafi>ns are 
by mariners called monibons : the change from one to the other is gene- 
rally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, in which calms, or 
light and uncertain winds prevail : the fetting in of the northern monfoon 
generally falls out fome time .in the month of Odober, as that of the 
fbuthem in the month of April. On the coaft of Coromandel the 
northern monlbon fometimes begins with a violent tempeft or hurricane; 
and if the monfbon fets in with moderation, it is often produdive of 
tempeftuous weather at different intervals, until the middle ^December; 
fo that it is held dangerous for any veflels to remain on the coaft after 
&e 15th of Odober, or to return to it before the 20th of December. 

On 
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On the 2d of Odober the weather was remarkably fine and moderate 
iall day. About midnight a furious ilorm aroie, and continued with the 
greatcft violence until the noon of the next day. Six of the French (hips 
were in the road when the ilorm began, and not one of them was to 
be feen at day break. One put before the wind, and was driven fo much 
to the fouthward, that fhe was not able to gain the coaft again : the 
70 gun fhip loft all her mafts : three others of the fquadron were like- 
wife difmafted, and had (b much water in the hold, that the people on 
board cxpcfted every minute to perifh, notwithftanding they had thrown 
over board all the cannon of the lower tier : the other (hip during the 
few moments of a whirlwind which happened in the moft forious part 
of the ftorm, was covered by the waves, and foundered in an inftant, 
and only fix of the crew efcaped alive. Twenty other veflels be* 
longing to different nations, were either drove on fhore, or perifhed at fea. 

The other two (hips of Mr. De la Bourdonnais's fquadron, laden with 
part of the eflfeds taken out of Madrafi, together with the three fhips 
lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor in the road of Pondichciry, 
where they felt no effeA of the ftorm which was raging at Madrafs : 
It is obferved, that the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confined 
to 60 or 80 miles in breadth, although in their progrefs they generally 
blow quite acrofs the Bay of Bengal. 

The articles of the treaty of ranfom had been adjufted the day before 
the florm happened. It was agreed that the French fhould evacuate the 
town by the 4di of Odober ; and by one of the articles, the artillery and 
warlike ftores remaining in the town, were to be equally divided be- 
tween the French and Englifh. 

Mr. Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he 
would not interfere in any tranfadions with the Englifh after his depar- 
ture, unlefs the French remained in pofTeflion of Madrafs for fo much 
time as might be neceffary to adjuft all difcuflions arifing from the treaty. 
Mr. De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to the Englifh, the neceflity 
to which he was reduced by the obftinacy of Mr. Dupleix, of extend* 
ing for three months, the term in which he had agreed to put them in 
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poflefHoa of the town : the Englifb, apprehenfive that if they refufcd to 
admit of this alteration, they (hould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix 
.without a treaty, acquiefced in this propofal; and the treaty was figned 
on the rpth of Odlober. 

All the merchandizes, and a part of the military ilores, belonging 
to the Eaft India company, together with naval ftores belonging to the 
company, to the Englifti iquadron, and to the inhabitants of Madrafs^ 
had been laden on board of the French (hips : thefe acrticles, according to 
the'cemputation made by the French, amounted 10130^000 pounds 
ilerling.; and the gold and fihrer of which they took pofleflion to the 
value of 31,000 pounds ilerling; and that half of the artillery and 
military ftores, which they were to carry away after Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais's departure, was eftimated at 24^000 pounds fterling. 
After thefe effeds had been made the property of the French Bail 
India company, Mr. De la Bourdonnais gave up to the Englifh, 
and the other inhabitants, all the effedts and merchandizes^ belongs 
ing to them, except naval Aores. It was agreed that dip Frenck 
(hould evacuate the town before the end of the enfiung January, 
after which the Englifh were to remain in pofleflicm of it, without being 
attacki^ by them again during the war. Upon thefe conditions the 
governor and council of Madrafs agreed to pay the fum of i , 1 00,000 
pagodas, .or 440^000 pounds ilerling* Of this fum 240,000 pounds 
were to be paid at Pondidierry, by fix equal payments, before the month 
of Oftober in the year 1 749 : and for the remaining 200,000 pounds, 
bills were drawn on the Baft India company in London, payable a few 
months after they (hould be prefented. The Englifh gave hoftages for 
the performance of this trcnty. 

On the 1 2th .of Oftober, Mr. De la Bourdonnais inverted one of the 
council of Pondicherry, appointed by Mr. Dufdeix, with the government 
of Madrafs and went on board of his own fhip, which had beea 
xefitted with jury mafts. He anchored in the road of Pondicherry .00 
the J 5th, and failed from thence the 2odi with feven fliips, intending to 
proceed to Achin : but forefecing that a part of them would probably 
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. bcunable to reaf h thM port, he formed the fquidroa into twt) dlvifiom, 
i pne confiftcd of the three fhip$ which arrived laft ftom feuropfei togethet 
. , .^?vidi &dpther tfiat had efcaped the ftorm : thefe tvere all in good condi^ 
tioji'j artd were therelbrc ordered to make their w^y to Achin^ without 
, waiting for the other divifion, which confifted of Mr. De la Bourdpnnais'^ 
70 gun (hi^r one that had been-difm^fted, and a merchant ffaip .whitik 
' had likewife fuifcred in the ftorm. The four found fhips very Coon (ailed 
out of fight of their cxrfnrades ; and Mr. De la Bourdomiais, finding that 
the (hattered condition of the other three rendered them incapable of 
gaining their defHned port againft the violence of a contrary wind, mad6 
fell for the ifland of Mauritius, where they arrived in die beginning of 
December without any accident. He foon after left Mfturitius, which^ 
from a foreft, he had rendered a fioufidiing colotiy, and die arienal of afi 
the French military expeditions in India. Every body kndws the treats 
inent he received on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Du*- 
pldx had influence enough at the court to get him confined to the 
baftile, where he remained a prilbner alm<)ft three years : upon an cxa*» 
mination of his condudt, his juftificatkm, ()roved by original papers 
which have been made public, procured him his liberty. Hid he fitr^ 
vived the fubfequent ill fuccefles of his nation at iea> his abilities would 
probably have raifed him to the htgheft commands In the navy of 
France. His knowledge in mechank:s rendered him capable of build* 
ing a fhip from the keel : his fkill in navigation, of condu<f!Ung hef 
to any part of the globe: and his courage, of defending her againft 
any equal force. In the conduct of an expedition, he foperintended 
all the details of the fervice, without being perjdexed either with 
the variety or number of them. His plans v^rere fimple, his* orders 
precife, and both the beft adapted to the fervice in which he was en* 
gaged. His appKcarion was inceflant ; and difficuldes ferved only to 
heighten his activity, which always gave the example of 2eal to thofe he 
commanded. 

The ftorm to which the French fquadron had been expofed, 
mined the marine force of that nation in India, and preferved 
the Engliih cftablifliments from imminent danger: but, at the fanie 
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time, this difaflcr gave fuch an addition of ftrength to the French 
eftabliftiments in the Carnatic, that the events whidi have fince happened 
on the coaft of Coromandd, feem to have been the confequence of th^^t 
augmentation of troops, wiiich Pondicherry acquired after the French 
iqnadron was reduced to the incapacity of attetlipttng any farther expedi* 
tions.< Mr. De la Bourdonnais left behind him 1 200 difciplined men j 450 
more were landed out of the three (hips which came lafl into India, and 
8 or 900 failors taken out of the fhips that remained on the coafl were 
difciplined as foldiers. By this addition, the whole of the French troops 
on the coaft of Coromandel amounted to a body of 3000 men. 

The Nabob An'war-adean Khan, very foon after the French had taken 
Madrafs, began to fu{pe<a, or had difcovered that the promife which Mr. 
Dupleix had made to put him in pofleffion of the town> was a fraud 
employed to divert him from giving the Engliih any affiftance during the 
liege. He determined to revenge diis afiront by laying (lege to Madrais ; 
which he made no doubt of taking from the French^ with as much ea(e 
as they had taken it from the Englifli : for meafuring the military abilities 
of the Europeans^ by the great refpe<5t and humility with which they had 
hitherto carried themfelves in all their traniadiohs with the Mogul go- 
vernment } he imagined that this fubmiflion in their behaviour proceed- 
ed from a confcioufnefs c^ the fuperior military prowefs of the Moors. 

Some troops from Arcot were arrived in the neighbourhood of Madraft 
before Mr. De la Bourdonnds's departure, and foon after the Moors 
formed a camp of 10,000 men; under the command of Maphuze 
Khan the Nabob's eldeft fon, who caufed the town to be inverted on all 
fides : two deputies were immediately fent to treat with him, and thefe 
he kept prifoners. The French in Madrafs had received orders from Mr. 
Dupleix, not to commit any hoftilities againft the Moors, until the laft 
extremity 5 and this inadion was interpreted by them as the effcdt of 
fear. Having received information of the difpofitions which Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais had made for the attack of the place, they endeavoured to 
copy them -, and brought great heaps of faggots and earth to the fpot 
where he had eredcd one of the batteries of mortars : here they in^ 
tended to form a battery of their cannon, which were fo old, as not to 
be fired without riik to thofe who managed them. 
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A (hallow river ran along the weftcm-fide of Madrafs : its outlet to 1746. 
tne fea was about 700 yards to the fouth of the White Town ; but 
Ais was generally flopped by a mound, formed of the fands, which 
were continually thrown up by the fiirf. This obftruftion confining the 
waters of the river, rendered it of as much defence as_a wet ditch tp^ 
that part of the town by which it paflbd. The Nabob's army intended 
to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls were low, and the ba(-> 
tions of very little ftrength ; this had been the prqjeft of Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais. To facilitate their approach to the walls in a general af-^ 
fault, they emfAoyed a great number of men to cut through the mound 
of fand, a praftice which they were informed the Englifh always mad^ 
ufe of, whenever they thought it neceffary to drain the river. At the 
fame time a large body of troops took pofleffion of a ipring Jaying about 
dxree miles to the north of the town, which was the only fource from 
which the inhabitants were fupplied with good virater. . Thefe meafur^ii 
fhewed a degree of intelligence very uncommon in the military operations 
of the Moors, The French finding the waters df the river decreaie» 
and their communication with the ^ring interrupted, determined to com« 
mence hoflilities, and fired from the baflions of the Black and White 
Town, upon the Moors, wherever they appeared, who immediately re- 
treated from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were ex- 
pofed to this fire 5 but fHll kept pofTeffion of the ground near the fpring, 
which was out of the reach of cannon-fhot firom the town. 

The next day, being the 2 2d of 0(ftober, a body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob's army, which wasencamped to the north-weft, 
between the Town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted on 
the firft alarm, and uniting their fqus^drons, advanced with the ap- 
pearance of refolution to the attack of the French detachment. 
None of the Moors- had ever feen field pieces employed againft 
them i and had no conception, that it was poflible to fire, with exe- 
cution, the fame pece of cannon five or fix times in a minute ; for 
in the aukward management of their own clumiey artillery, they 
think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an hour. The 
French detachment concealed their two field pieces behind their line,. 

L ^ ttntil 
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1 746. until dike eocmy^s c^vali^ ^pprp^chcd pear enough tfx feci th/ei full e^di 
of theoi. The lin^ naw c^en64 to the r^ht md 1^ aAd the field pieces^ 
knincdii^tely hegw t^ p% \Ki^ pieat vivacity through the interval : their 
fir(? was weU 4irei^ed j twq ©p three of the enemy's horfea .were ftruck 
4Qs^n by the fi^cft diCch^rg^, which put their whde hody into confufioa : 
l^wever they kept their ground ios: ibifio time^ a^ if waijbng for an in-* 
terni^^^^ of this new and ynei^pe<Sed ^e i but, finding that it con- 
tuiuQc) with the iame vivacity, they wereitruck with a panic» and took 
tQ flight with g?ca,t preqipitaticuH leaving the French to plunder their 
unt^ and haggage> withoot dating ta interrupt theoii by a fecond oniet- 
^er^l parties were detached to dilbdge the Mooirs from the di^rent 
iaclofuifes of whi(;h they had 'taken poileilion. 1^ and the^e troQp$ weie na 
Ibooei fired itpo9 than diTpetfed* The French took two pieces of can^ 
WM^ wImcK th^ Iwnd io littk fk for feryice>. that tlwy fiur^ them 
imtOi a weU ; itiey kil W aboi»t 70 Moofs io the attack* w4 returned 
into the town vvkhout ther lofe of a man. 

Maph$i2K; Kh9>n> afior thi& defeat, immed^atefy coUe£ted all hi$ troops^ 
firom tibe dillef^9t quarters whkh they occi^ied round Madrafs,, into ona 
famp, about two miles to the weftward of the town : but upon hearii^ 
tl^t th^ Flinch expc^ed a reinforcement from Pondicherry, he quitted 
du^ carop the next day, and took poffeflion qf St. Thpnae*. a towck 
i|tua(ed abo^t four miles to the ioutib of Madrafs. 

This placc> ow^ i» the poflcffion of the Portugucfe, and during th« 
t^e of their profperity in Xndia famous for the fplendor and ricbra c^ 
]jts.i]nhabUaBts> ha^ long fince been reduced to a town of littler note oi; 
jlffef I, a^khough it ftill gives title to a Pgrtuguefe h^hop. The town had 
90^ defence, excepting here and there the remains of a ruined wall : at 
fiver rai5^ inte> the fea fron> the wcft> about a quarter of a mile to the 
Iputh of the; town. IVIaphuise Khan took pdfifeiuoa of the ftrandbe-- 
tiween the civeii and the town wifh hi& wheJ^e a^my,, and planted hi9' 
artillef y ak>ng the^ bank of the. riveir. 

O^ the ^^th of 0<St<^be/ the French detachment arrived,, by break of 
4ay, a,t the. hank of the river oppofite to St, Tbome^ and found the 
Kabob s tfcpps^ hon(e as well as foot,, drawn up on the other fide, ta 
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oppdfe duur paflage. It had been concerted, that a party of 400 men 
Aould mardi from Madrafs, and attack the Moors on the northern fide 
^ the tQfvrQ» at the fame time that the detachment from Pondicherrjp 
attacked diem oil the foutb. The troops from Madrais failed to arrive 
in time ; but the other detachmenti notwithftanding diia diiappobtment, 
advanced without hefitation to the attack. The river waa fbrdable, and 
diey pafted it without h&y notwithftanding they were expofed to the 
fire of the enelny^s artillery^ whkhi as ufual, was very i}l ferved. Aa 
kon a$ they had gained the oppoGte bank> they gave a general fire of 
thetr fmaU ar ms^ and then i^efied on to attack th/e enemy with their 
bayonets. The Moors^ unaccuAomed to Aich hardy and precipitate 
oniets^ gi&ire wfy». and retreated into the town» where they again madv 
a (hew of refinance from behind ibme pallifadoes which they had 
planted in di^eot parts of the fbnth fide of the town. The French 
continued t» advance againft them in good order, aod no iboner fired 
firom three or four platoona than the Moors gave way agaia ; and the 
hor& sind foot falling back promiicaoufly on each other* io the narrow 
Ibreets of the town^ the confufion of the throng was fo great, that they 
fOKiained for feme time, expofed to the fire of the French, without 
making any vefiftance„ or without being able, to retreat.^ Many were 
killed before the whole army could get out of the town, aod gain 
die pbia to^ the weftwanl. Ther general, Mapbu^e Khan> mounted 
on an elephant, on which the great ftandaxd of the Carnatic wa^ 
di^layed^ was one of the firil who made his efcape. The Moors 
wa-e icarcely fled out of the town before the detachment firom Madrafe 
WK\yt<^y and afiUled in the pill^e c£ the enemy's baggage, among which 
weve fome valuable efie^ts. The French took, niany horfes and oxen, 
andibm^ camels. It is iaid^ that after the batde they murdered, feveral 
of the Moors whom they found concealed in the houies they were phm- 
deiing. Thi& de^ {trjuxk fuch a terror into Mapbu^ Khan, and the 
Nabc^'s aimy, that they retreated, out of thft country about Madrafs, 
and foon after returned to Arcot. 

It was now more than a century finoe^any of ^e Eofopeaxr nations had 
gained a decifive advantage in war againft the ofiicers of the Great 
Mogul. The experience of former unfiiccefsful entcrprizcs, and the 
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fcantinefs of military abflitles which prevailed in all the colonies, from 
a long difiife of arms, had pcrfuaded the Europeans eftablifhed in 
lodoftan, that the Moors were a brave and formidable enemy ; when 
the French at once broke through the charm of this timorous opinion, 
by defeating a whole army with a fingle battalion. 

The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the Moors 
at St. Thome, was a Swifs, named Paradis. He had gained the favour 
of Mr. Duplcix, by manifefting a violent enmity againft Mr. Dc la Bour- 
donnais : and Mr. Dupleix regarding him as the moft proper peribn to 
carry into execution any oppoiition to Mr. De la Bourdonnais*s mea-^ 
fores, appointed Paradis governor of Madrafs. At the fame time, the 
French inhabitants of Pondidierry, intruded by Mr. Dupleix*s emifla- 
rics, aflembled and drew up a reprefcntation, addreffed to Mr. Dupleix 
and the council, in which they fct forth the neccffity, as they pre- 
tended, of annulling the treaty of ranfom. Mr. Dupleix and the 
council of Pondicherry, aflFcding to refped the general voice of the in- 
habitants, which they had fuborned, inftrufted Paradis to execute this re- 
folution. On the 30th of Odobcr, the inhabitants of Madrafs were 
called together ; the French garrifon was drawn up under arms, and a 
manifefto, addreffed to the Englifh, was publicly read. This paper con- 
tained the following declaration and injunctions : 

The treaty of ranfom made with Mr. De la Bourdonnais was declared 
null. The Englifli were enjoined to deliver up the keys of all maga- 
zines without exception : all merchandizes, plate, provifions, warlike 
flores, and horfcs, were declared the property of the French company i. 
but the Englifh were permitted to diipofe of their moveables, cloaths, 
and the jewels of the women : they were required to give their parole 
pot to ferve againft the French nation until they Ihould be exchanged ; 
and it was declared, that thofe who refufcd to obey this injundion, 
would be arretted and fent to Pondicherry. All, excepting fuch as were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the French King, were ordered 
to quit the town in four days, and were prohibited from taking up their 
T^dence within the bounds of Madrafs, or in any of the country houfes 
belonging to the Englifli without thofe bounds. 

Sudi 
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$uch injurious and diftrefsful terms aggravated the iniquity of that 
breach of public faith which produced theoi* 

The French put their manifeflo into execution with the utmoft 
rigour, and took pofleflion of the efledts of the £ngli(h with an avariti- 
ous exaditude rarely pradtiied by thofc who fuddeflly acquire valuable 
booties : the fortunes of moft of the Englifh inhabitants were ruined. 
The governor and feveral of the principal inhabitants were conduced, 
by an efcort of 400 men, to Pondicherry : here Mr. Dupleix, under 
pretence of doing them honour, caufed them to enter the town m an often- 
tatious proceflion, which expofed them to the view of 50,000 ipedlators, 
like prifbners led in triumph. Others of the inhabitants, with feveral 
of the military officers, determined not to ^e the parole which was re- 
quired of them 5 and alledged, very juftly, that the breach of the treaty 
of ranfom releafed them from that which they had given to Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais : thefe made their eicape out of the town by night, and, 
travelling by various routs through the country, went to the Engliih fct^ 
tlement of Fort St. David. 

The Eaft India company was here in pofleffion of a territory larger 
than that of Madrafs : it had been purchafed, about a hundred years 
before, from the Indian prince of the country 5 and their title to it was 
confirmed by the Mogul's viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car- 
natic. The fort was fituated near the fea i z miles to the fouth of 
Pondicherry. It was fmall, but better fortified than any of its fize in 
India, and ferved as a citadel to the company's territory. About a mile 
to the fouth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalore, in which the prin^ 
cipal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent on the 
company refided. Its form was an oblong fquare, extending ijoo yards 
from north to fouth, and 900 from eaft to weft : Three of its fides were 
defended by walls flanked with baftions : tliat to the fea was for the 
greateft part open ; but a river pafiing from the weftward between Fort 
St. David and the town of Cuddalore, direded its courfe parallel to the 
eaftem fide of the town, of which it waftied the* (kirts ; and was fepa- 
rated from the fea by a mound of fand, which the furf throws upon the 
fliore in moft parts of the cOaft. To the weftward of thcufort, and within 
the company's territory, were two or three populous viUages, inha-. 
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bitcd by. the natives. The govcmmcttt of Fort St. David depended 
on that of Madrafs, to which it was immdRatdiy the next in rank i 
but on the breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company's agents 
.at Fort St. David,, regarding thofeof Madra& as prifbners to the French, 
took upon diemfelves the general adminiftration of die Baft India com- 
pany's affairs on the coaft of Coromandd. 

They began their adminiftration by applying to the Nabob of Arcot 
for his afliftance againft the French, by whom they expefted every day 
to be attacked. The defeat of Maphuze Khan had irritated the Moord 
fo much againft diat nation, diat the Nabob readily engaged to iend his 
army to Fort St. David, on condition that the English would furriiih a 
part of the expence of maintaining it This propofal was agreed to, 
and the army prepared to take the field in two bodies, one commanded 
by Maphuze Khan, andthe odier by his brother Mahomed-ally. 

In the beginning of December Mr. Dupleix recalled Paradis from 
Madrafs, intending to give him the command of an expedition he was 
preparing at Pondicherry againft Fort $t. David, Paradis fct out with a 
detachment of 300 Europeans, and took the q>portunity of this efcort 
to carry away die booty he bad acquired in the adminiftration of his go- 
vernment : it confifted of valuable cfFeds, which were packed in 50 or 
60 cbefts. Maphuze Khan had publicly fwom to revenge the defeat of 
St. Thome ; and being apprized of the march of the French detachment, 
rcfblvcd to intercept them, and placed himfelf, with the troops under 
his command, confifting of 3000 horfe and 2000 foot, twenty miles 
to the fouth of Madrafs. The care of his baggage made Paradis 
divide his men into two bodies, between which marched the Indians, 
called Coolies, who carried his chefts. Maphuze Khan directed his at- 
tacks againft the body in the rear : his cavalry hovered about this part 
of the French line : at times, with the appearance of men determined to 
charge fword in hand, they galloped up to it ; but retreated as foon as the 
French had formed themfelves. The infantry of Maphuze Khan, armed 
with matchlocks, fired from behind thickets and other covers upon the 
detachment, but at too great a diftance to do execution. When the Moors 
firft began their attack, the French were at the diftance of nine miles fi-om 
the Dutch fettlement of Sadras, and intended to gain tha( town before 
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night : but the frequent halts which they were obliged to make in order 
to oppofe the enemy greatly retarded their march. Paradis, grown anxious 
for the prefervation of his baggage, ordered it to move on before the 
advanced guard, and then marched away with that body, leaving the 
rear to maintain the fight as they could. The rear did not loie courage 
by this feparation. They continued to oppofe the Moors with vigour, 
mid made their way good to Sadrafs, but not without the lois of i z 
Europeans, who were taken prifoners in different onfets, Maphuze Khan 
gave out that he had defeated the French, and fliewed his prifoners as 
an incontefhble mark of the viiflory, which, he faid, he had gained : 
And indeed the behaviour of Paradis after his arrival at Sadrafs ferved 
to confirm the Moors in the opinion, that they had retaliated the dif- 
grace of St. Thome ; for he did not venture to proceed on his march 
until he had been reinforced by a large detachment fent to his afliflance 
from Pondicherry* Maphuze Khan, fatisfied with the advantage he 
had gained, left the (ea-coafl the day after the adion^ and proceeded to 
join his brother Mahomed-ally, who had taken the field. 
- The troops deflined to attack Fort St. David alTembled at Arian- 
copang, a fmall Fort built by the French about two miles to the 
fouth-weft of Pondicherry, and about otie mile and a half from the 
fea : but Mr. Dupleix could not prevafl on the officers to admit Mr. 
Paradis to command them, in prqudice of the right of his feniors in the 
fcrvice. The command therefore was given to Mr. Bury, the oldefl 
officer of the French troops in Jndia. 

The European troops in the fervice of the colonies eftablifhed in 
Indoftan, never confift intirely of natives of that country to which the 
colony belongs : on the contrary, one half at leaft is compofed of men 
of all the nations in Europe. The chriftians, who call themfelves 
Portuguefe, always form part of a garrifbn : they are little fuperior 
in courage to the lower cafls of Indians, and greatly inferior to the 
higher cafls, as well as to the northern Moors of Indoflan ; but be-' 
caufe they learn the manual exercife and the duties of a parade with 
fufficient readinefs, and are clad like Europeans, they are incorporated 
into the companies of European troops. From wearing a hat, thefe 
pretended Portuguefe obtained amongft the natives of India the name of 
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Topaf]^ ; by which name the Europeans likewlfe diitinguiih them. The 
Indian natives^ and Moors, who are trained in the European manner^ 
are called Sepoys : in taking our arms and military exerdfe, they do not 
quit their own drels or any other of their cuftoms. The Sepoys are formed 
into companies and battalions, and commanded by dficers of their owa 
nation aiKl religion. Thofe troops of the natives^ who bring with them 
their own arms, and continue theist own manner of ufing them, retain 
the names they bear in their ieveral countries. On the coaft of Coro- 
mandel the Europeans diftinguifh all the different kinds of undisciplined 
militia by the general name of Peons, and comprehend under this name 
troops armed with fwords and targets, with bows and arrows, with pikes 
and lances, with n>atchlocks> and even with mufquets. 

Qn the 8th of December at wght the French army fet out fromi 
Ariancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of day, at the 
river Panna> which runs into the fea about a mile and a half to the 
north of Fort St. David : their force confided of 1 700 men, for the 
moft part Europeans, of which 50 were cavalry : they had one or twor 
companies of Cafire ilavess natives of Madagaicar and of the eaftem 
coaft of Africa : thefe had been diiciplined> and were brought inta 
India, by Mr« De la Boiirdonnais. Theis artillery confifted q£ fix field 
pieces, and as many mortars. 

. The garrifoa of fort St. David, with the addition of the officers and 
fcldiers who* had made their efcape from Madrafs, confifted of no.morc. 
than 200 Europeans, and 100 Topaflcs. Thefe were intended to de- 
fend the fort ; and as the Nabob's behaviour, when Madrafs was at- 
tacked by De la Bourdonnais, had caufed the Englifh to doubt of hi& 
^ftance^. they bired^ 2000 Pcans for the defence of Cuddalore and 
the company's tecritory^ and diftributed 8 oc 900 mufquets anr&ongft, 
them. At this time the Engl](h« on the coaft of CoromandeL had nol 
adopted the idea of training the Indian natives in the European dif- 
cipline, notwithftanding the French had fet the example, by raifing^ 
foiu- on five companies of Sepoya at Pondicheny. 

The French Army crofied the rivet Panna, and entered the com-^ 
pahy's territory without meeting with any other oppofition than the fire 
of fome of the Peons; who galled them a litdc from^ beWnd thickets,. 
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.and other covfers; but retreated as fbon as the French fired upofi 
them with their field-piecis. At the diftance of a mile and half to the 
north-weft of Fort St. David was a country houfe appointed for the re- 
jidence of the governor, behind which,' to the north, was a large garden 
incbfed with a brick wall, and before the houfe^ to the fbuth» a court 
with buildings on each fide, of it. The French pafled the river at a 
•ford which was about a quarter of a mile fix>m the garden, and advanced 
40 take poflefiion of it : here again they found ibme Peons, who made 
a litde refiftance^ but were foon diflodged. Mr. Dupleix had af- 
fured the commander of the French troops, that the EngliOi had 
not been able to prevail with the Nabob to (end more thto 1500 
men to their afiiftance ; and he was fo much perfuaded of the truth 
of diis information, that he had given Mr. Bury pofitive orders to march 
through the^ company*s territory directly to the town of Cuddalore, 
without lofing any time in reconnoitring, or in waiting for intelligence. 
The French, having hitherto met mth no odier refiftance than from the 
irregular fkirmilhes of the Peons, were confirmed in the belief of what 
Mr. Dupleix had ailerted. From this confidence the ibldiers, fatigued 
with a march of twelve miles, were permitted, as ibon as they had taken 
pojOfefiion of the garden, to lay down their arms s and the officers neg« 
leded to ftation guards, or to take the ufual precautions which are ge- 
nerally thought indifpeniable a^ainft a furprize. In a few minutes the 
whole army had quitted their arms, and eveiy man was ftraggling zc^ 
-cocding to his own inclination. Some were cutting wood to drefs 
their mea]« fbme were crocking it, fome were eating, and others were 
laid down to ileep. The Coolies enxployed in carrying the baggage, 
together with the Indians who .conduded the camels, carts, and oxen 
which weire laden with it, haftened to arrive at the ftation of xepofe ^ 
and, as foon as they had diicharged the baggage promifcuoufly in the 
xourt before the garden-houfe, they followed the example <of the (bldiers, 
and di^rfed. Such was the general diibrder, when a large body, 
of forces, horfe and fopt, were difcovcred approaching in good order 
from the vt^ftward, .at the pittance of a mile. Thefc troops were the 
Nabob's army^ undor the ccuomand of his (bns Maphuze Khan and Mar 
Jbomed-ally, who having united the forces they ieparately commanded, 
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formed a body of 6000 horfe and 3000 foot, which had arrived the 
preceding day on the plain of Chimondahim, four miles to the weft of 
Fort St. David- 

Every man was confcious of the general diforder ; his fcnfe of it in- 
crealed die terror excited by the unexpeded appearance of the Nabob's 
army ; and the foldiers loft all confidence in their officers, by whole neg- 
left they were expofed to what they thought fuch imminent danger : 
they ran to their arms in confufion ; their fears prevented them from 
perceiving the advantage of their fituation in the garden, where cavalry 
could make no impreflion ; and they imagined that the only means of 
faviiig themfelves was to recrofs the river before they could be attacked* 
Hurried away by this notion, they rufhed out of the garden into the 
plain, moving on with precipitation and without order, towards the river ; 
but the Nabob's troops came up with them before they arrived there. 

The Peons of the Nabob's army, joined by thofe belonging to the 
Englifli who had rallied, fired upon them from all fides. The men 
belonging to the French artillery had not participated of the general 
confufion, but retreated in good order, and kept up a conftant fire from 
the field-pieces upon the enemy's cavalry. Thefe> in large iquadrons, 
accompanied their Peons, and at times advanced fword in hand upon 
die main body of the French ; but were always beat back by the 
fire of their artillery. As foon as the French tioops had gained the 
bank, they plunged into the river, where the water was four feet deep ; 
and now their panic was fo great, that one half of the men flung away 
their irms before they reached the other fide : but the artillery con- 
tinued to preferve their courage and order, and faved the field-pieces, 
which they tranfported over the river one after another, turning' them 
again upon the enemy as foon as they were landed on the oppofite 
bank. 

The Englifti at Fort St. David were apprized of the arrival of ihb 
Nabob's army at Chimondalum ; and the whole garrifon, excepting 50 
Topafles, fallied out as foon as they perceived the French retreating, 
but did not come up in time to affift in interrupting their paflage 
over the river. Having prevailed upon the Nabob's army to accom- 
pany them, they advanced in purfuit of the French, but did not over- 
take 



Bookl History of the Carnatic. 

take them until they had marched fix miles on the other fide of the 
riven By tliis time the French troops had recovered from their panic, 
and were drawn up in fuch good order, that it was not thought prudent 
to attack them. They continued their march to Arioncopang, where 
they arrived at (even in the evening, having been in motion, with very 
little relpite, for 24 hours. On a review of the ftate of their army, 
they found that 120 of their Europeans had been wounded, and 12 
killed. They had left behind them at the garden all the baggage which 
was come up before the Moors appeared. The Englifli, on their return 
from the purfuit, found feveral chefts of mufquets, and other military 
ftores ; • but a body of the Nabob's cavalry had plundered all the reft of 
the baggage as ibon as the French quitted the garden. 

Mr. Dupleix judging, from the ill fuccefs of this expedition, that 
any open attempts againft the Englifti at Fort St. David would be frui^ 
trated whilft the Moors continued to affift them, entered into a cor- 
refpondence with the Nabob and Maphuzc Khan, to induce them to 
withdraw their troops : and at the fame time he formed a projeft to 
take Cuddalore by furprize. The French army continued at Arionco- 
pang ; and on the 30th of December a number of boats were fent frorii 
Pondicherry to the mouth of the river which runs along the fouth fide 
of that fort. As foon as it was night, 500 men were fent fi'om Arionco- . 
pang, and embarked on board of thefe boats, with orders to proceed by 
fea to Cuddalore, where they were to enter the river which runs along the 
eaftern fide, and attack the town from this quarter by break of day. The 
boats were fcarcely got through the furf, when the wind rofc from the 
fouth, and blew fo hard that feveral of the boats filled with water^ and all 
qf them were obliged to put back. The furf now beat (b high on the 
'coaft, that the Ibldiers flung away their arms, as incumbrances which 
would prevent them from gaining the fhore; for in high furfe the 
boat is quitted as ibon as it touches the ground, left the fuccecding wave 
ihould break upon it, and overwhelm thofe who are in it. 

Mr. Dupleix, thus difappointed in this fecond expedition againft 

Cuddalore, finding that the Nabob's army flill continued with the 

Engliih, attempted to caufe a diverfion of their troops, by carrying the 

war into the country near Madrafs. A detachment from the town 

marched 
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marched 20 miles inland, burning and deftroying all the villages they 
came to : they met with no refiftance in their way j for die inhabitants 
4ook to flight as they approached ; and'the Nabob had no troops in that 
part of his country. The French found large quantities of grain vol 
ieveral places, which, for want of means to carry it away, they fet fire to. 
They gained no advantage by this expedition ; for the Moors remained 
at Fort St. David, and the Nabob was more exafperated than before. 

^ Gn the pfh of January the fou?: fhips, that compofed the largeft di- 
yiiion of the fquadron in which Mr. de la Bourdonnais quitted the coait, 
returned from Achin to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix informed the Nabob 
of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force which Pondicheny 
received from it, and at the fame time reprcfented the Englifh at Fort 
-St. David as' a handful of men abandoned by the reft of their coun- 
trymen. The princes of Indoilan, as well as their fubjeds, take no 
pains to inform themfdves of any affairs excepting thofe of their own 
country. The long abfence of the Englifh iquadron, joined to the pre- 
cipitation with which it had quitted the codS: in September, concurred 
with Mr. Dupleix's aflertions, to make the Moors believe that the Eng- 
lifh concerns in India . were becoming defperate. The governments 
of Indoflan have no idea of national honour in the condud of their 
politics ; and as foon as they think the party with whom they are engaged 
is reduced to great diftrefs, they fhift^ without hefitationi their alliance to 
the oppofite fide, making immediate advantage the only rule of their 
adtion. The Nabob ordered his fbn Maphuze Khan to liften to Mr. 
Dupleix's propofals of an accommodation, and fent back to Pondicherry 
the two deputies who had been detained prifbners by Maphuze Khan, 
when he invefted Madrafs. One of thefe prifbners was nephew to Mr. 
Dupleix, and the other a member of the council of Pondicherry : thqr 
had been kept at Arcot during their captivity, and were perhaps the 
only Europeans, excepting fbnxe vagabonds and Jefuits, who bad made 
ib long a lefidence in the capital of the Camatic, fince the province had 
.been conquered by the Great Mogul. The Moors had hitherto been 
careful to prevent Europeans from informing themfelves of the ftate of 
ihe country, and the Europeans, folely employed in commerce^ were 
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£> litde iblicitous of acquiring fuch information, diat at thTs tune diey I747* 
knew as little of Arcot as of DdhL 

But Mr. DupleiXy while he was perfuading the Nabob that the 
Englifh afl^rs were without ref6urce> was himfelf apprehenfive of the 
return of their fquadron, and did not think the fhips arrived from Achih 
a force fufficient to encounter it : therefore, as ibon as he found that 
there was a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the afliflance of 
the Englifh, he ordered the fhips to quit the coafl of CoromandeL 
They left Pondicheriy the 8th of February, and failed to Goa, the 
capital of the Portuguefe fettTements in India. A few days af&r» Ma- 
phuze Khan went to Pondicherry, where he was received with pomp 
and much reipedl. Mr. Dupleik paid him 50,000 rupees in money, 
and made him a prefbnt of European trinkets to the value of ico^ooo 
rupees more : a peace was concluded between the French and the Na-^ 
bob, who recalled his army from Fort St. David. The Englifh at Fort 
St. David had not hitherto received any fupplies either from. Eiuope or 
the colonies in India. 

An Eafl India fhip from England appeared in fight of Madra£ in the 
month of November, and ignorant of the lofs of the place, approached 
the road. Mr. Paradis,. who was then governor, upon deicryihg the 
(hip, ordered Englifh colours to be hoifted in the town, arid fcnt a de^ 
tachment of foldicrs on board the Eafl India fhip that the French had! 
taken on the day that Madrafs furrendered, which was at anchor in the 
road weakly manned. This fhip likewife hoifted Englifh colours. The: 
fhip from the fea cafl anchor, without any fufpicion, near the prized 
which immediately attacked her, but in fo unfkilfof a manner, that 
Paradis began to apprehend the prize herfelf would be taken. He 
therefore began to fire from all the batteries iff the town that commanded 
the road upon the Englifh fliip, which, difcovering by thefe hoflilities 
that Madrafs was in pofTefTion of the French, weighed her anchor, andl 
went out of the road without having received any damage. In Ja-^ 
nuary another fhip from England came to an anchor before Madrafs r 
the French immediately fent, by a fifhing-flbat, a letter written in Eng- 
Kfh, pretending that the town was invefled by the Moors, and that 
they fhould immcdiateTy fcad boats to brings on. fhore the trcafiire and 

the 
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\^^^. ^cfoldiers. The captain, deceived by thi^ letter, as well as by the 
flag which was flying in the town, entertained no fuipicion, and permitted 
the boats to come to the fhip without examination. A nrnnber of ibl- 
diers were concealed in them, who in the fame inftant boarded the fliip 
from different quarters. The greatefl part of the fhip's company were 
enfeebled by the fcurvy, and thofe who were capable of making refifl- 
ance were fo much furprifed, diat they were eafily overpowered by the 
. French foldiers, before they were capable of recolleding themielves to 
a£t with refolution. The fhip was taken, and in her 60,000 1. in bullion. 
In the interval another Englifh Eafl India fhip anchored in the road of 
Fort St. David, where the governor immediately fent off a letter to the 
captain, acquainting him with the bfs of Madrafs, of the great fiiperiority 
of the French force on the coafl of Coromandel, and of the diflrcfles 
to which the fort was reduced by the want both of men and money. 
The fliip was, as ufual, configned to the governor and council of Ma- 
^afs J and the diflrefles of Fort St. David, inftead of inducing the cap- 
tain to aflifl: diem, only fuggefled to him the rifk to which his own 
fortune might be expofed, by landing the- company's treafure, contrary 
to the letter of his inflrudiions, in a fetdemcnt threatned with fuch im- 
minent danger. ASuated by this motive, he refufed to comply with 
the requefl made him by the governor of Fort St. David, and fct fail for 
Bengal without landing the foldiers, or any part of the cargo. Thefe 
iinifter accidents ferved to confirm Mr. Dupleix's aflertions, even in the 
opinion of the Englifh themfelves, that their fituation was growing 
idefperate, when at lafl, on the 19 th of February, the fhip which had 
jcfcaped out of the road of Madrafs in November came from Ceylon, 
and landed 60,000 1.. in filver, together with 20 recruits for the gar- 
rifbn : the money was a very important fupply ; for the treafury df Fort 
St. David was almoft exhaufled whei) the fhip arrived. 

The French army appeared in fight of Fort St. David in the morn- 
ing of the 2d of March ; it confifted of the fame troops which had 
teen routed by the Moors at the garden : but Mr. Dupleix had now 
prevailed on the officers to receive Mr. Paradis for their commander* 
The Englifh garrifon marched out, with three field pieces, and a troop 
^f horfe compofed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from 
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trofling the river Panna, and found them drawn up about 600 yards -1747. 
on the other iide of it : a cannonading enfued, which continued during 
the greateft part of the day ; and in die evening a part of the French 
army crofled the river, out of the reach of cannon-fhot, to the weft* 
ward : die horfe were detached to reconnoitre them, and returned with 
the lofs of two men killed by the fire of the French Cai&es ; upon which 
the troops retreated to the fort. Of the Englifh 1 2 men, and of the 
French 22, were killed during the cannonade. Before mcmiing the 
whole French army had pafied the river, and taken pofleilion of tho 
glarden. A few hours afterwards a number of fhips were ddcried to 
to the north, approaching the road: diefe were* the Englifh fquadnm 
from Bengal.' The Frendi no fboner perceived them than th^ recrofled 
the river, and marched back with great precipitation towards PoikU^ 
eherry. 

The fquadron had been reinforced in Bengal by the arrival of two 
ftips, onfe 'Of 60 guns aad the other of 40, fent from England with 
iKimiral Griffin, who was appointed commander in chief. The pcefU 
dency of fieBgal fent in the fquadron a company of 100 £uIopeaQ«^ 
who were landed as feon as the fhips anchored ; and Mr. Griffin liioo* 
^ife fent on fhore 1 50 nutrines and 500 failors ; but thefe were only in^ 
tended to be a temporary augmentation of the garrifon. The fhips were 
loon after flationed in fight of Pbndicherry, where their appearance 
made Mr. Duplcix recal the French army into the town. 

In the month of June, a reinforcement of 100 Europeans, 200 
TopafJes, and 100 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys. from 
the Englifh fetdement of Tcllichcrry : and 1 50 foldiers came Jikewife.ia 
the company *s (hips in the courfe of the year from Europe. In Sepbmber, 
the fquadron failed to Madrafs, and dieir boats fet fire to, and defhx^ned 
in the road one of the fhips of Mr. De la Bourdonnais's fquadnm, 
which had rraiained on the coafl ever fince his departure. 

The approach of the flormy monfbon in Odtober did not induce Mr, 
GrHfin to quit the coaft : he ordered the fhips to continue in fight of 
Fort St. David ; the monfoon began and continued without any violent 
hurricane, but the weather was notwithflanding fo florrtiy that oftly 
two of the (hips were able to keep their f^ations. The reft made fyil 
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to the Bay of Trincanomaly in Ceylon ; from whence they returned in 
the beginning of the year 1748. The Medway, which had been the 
firft caufe of the Englifli diigraces and misfortunes in India, was in fo 
bad e condition, that (he was foon after condemned as unfit for fervice 5 
fhe had been hove down at Calcutta in Bengal, but her leaks had not 
been thoroughly repaired. 
1 748. In the month of January 1 748, Major Laurence arrived from England 
at Fort St« David, with a commiflion to command all the Eafl India 
company's forces in India. At this time intelligence was received that 
Air. Dupleix was preparing to make another attempt againfl Cudda- 
lore : upon which the Major ordered all the troops at Fort St. David 
to form a camp between the garden and the river Panna. Here they 
continued fome time ; when it was difcovered that the commander of 
the Tellicherry Seapoys, a Moor, had formed a defign to defert with 
all his. men to the French, in th« firft Engagement that fliould happen. 
This diicovery led to others. It was found that an Indian, who, be- 
fore Madrafs was loft, had a£ted as interpreter and agent of the EngliHi 
governor of that place, carried on a correfpondence with the wife of 
Mr. Dupleix in the Malabar language, which fhe underftood. When 
the governor was removed by the French to Pondicherry, this man 
accompanied him ; and Mrs. Dupleix, by civilities and promifcs, engaged 
him* to give her intelligence of the tranfadions of the Englifh at Fort 
St. David, which he had £ac fome tinie done with great punduality. 
The h£\s were proved ; and the traitor, with another Indian his accom- 
plice, was hanged. The commander of the Tellicherry Sepoys, with 
ten oihcr oSicecs belonging to that body, were baniihed to the ifland of 
St. Helena, where feveral of them gave terrible examples of the force 
of deipair, by aftifting one another in putting an end to their lives, rather 
than remain in ilavery in a place^ of which the iituation excluded them 
£x)m all hopes of being able to make their eicape to their native 
country. 

The four French (hips which failed from Pbndicherry in February 
1747. left Goa and the coaft of Malabar in Odlober, and failed to the 
ifland of Mauritius. They were here joined by three others, one of 50 
aod two of 40 guns^ fent from France. The two 40 gun (hips had been 
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in India, and had taken an Englifh Eaft India {hip in fight of the ifland 
of Bombay. This prize would have been very corifiderable, had not 
the vigilance of the governor of the ifland favcd the filver that was on 
board, by fending from the fhore two fifliing-boats, which brought away 
the treafure, whilft the (hip was defending itfelf againft the enemy. 

On the 9th of June at night the English 20 gun fliip returned from 
a cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David that (he had difco- 
vered fcven large (hips to the fouth. Thefe were the French fquadron, 
which had failed from Mauritius in the latter end of April. The Engli(h 
(quadron, lately reinforced by three (hips from England, was now com- 
pofed of three (hips of 60 guns, three of 50, three of 40, and one of 
20 guns. The(e were at anchor in the road ; but the rudder of one 
of the 40 gun (hips was unhung, and Mr. Griffin and (everal of the 
officers were on (hore, where many of the men were likewi(e, in the 
ho(pita]. 

During the (buthern monibon the wind blows conftandy from the 
(buth-weft in all parts of the bay of Bengal, except at the diftance of 10 
or 1 5 leagues from the land ; and here it generally changes in 24 
hours, blowing a part of this time from the (ea at (buth-eaft, and during 
the reft from the land at (buth-weft : the land*wind generally rifes about 
midnight, and lafts till noon, but it is not always confined to this inter- 
val I for fome days it continues until the evening, and at other times^ 
when very ftrong, blows for three or four days without interruption. 
The (ea-wind very (eldom continues more than 12 hours, and is gene- 
rally preceded by a (hort interval of calm. During the (buthern mon- 
(bon die currents, as well near the land as out at (ea, drive ftrongly to 
the north. 

A (hip during the fea-wind cannot gain way to the (o&th ; for the (ea 
is then rough, and the wind (eldom inclines to the eaft of the fouth- 
eaft point : but as the land-wind often veers to the weft point, and al- 
ways renders the fea (mooth within (ight of the coaft, (hips bound to 
the fouth make (bme progress during this wind, and either drop anchor 
to maintain their ground if they are near (hore when the land-wind 
falls, or if they are at fome diftance they continue under fail, and with 
the fea-wind come near the (hore, where they are ready to avail them- 
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fdvet again of the land-wind as foon as it fets in. By thefe operations 
a vifftl diat fails well fometimes gets ten or fifteen miles to the fouth in 
a day s but it is not uncon^mon to fee others employed a month in getting 
only loo miles to the fouthward. 

On the loth of Jupe at noon the French (hips were diicemad 
in the fouth*-eail. The iea-wind was fet in^ and they were faHing di« 
redly before it toward Fort St. David. The pofition of the Englilh iqua^ 
^on, at anchor near the land to leeward, rendered it impoilible for thexa 
to get nearer the enemy during the fea<«>wind *, for had they weighed 
anchor immediately> the ne&reft courfe they could have made would 
have been to the north^eaO; out to fea» and this would very foon have 
^ried them to leeward of Pondicherry. Mr. Griffin therefbf^ deter- 
inlned not to weigh anchor till night, when the land*wind Should fet in ; 
HI the interval the officers and men on (hore were ordered to join their 
ihips. At four in the afternoon the French iquadron, being within thre^ 
lejfcgues of the road, altered tl>eir courfe, and plied to the fouth-wefl:. 
This operation made the EngliOi believe that they kept to windward 
with intentbn to gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight tki 
Engliih put to iea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the lati« 
tude of Fort St David ; and in the morning they Shortened fail, in ex^ 
pedation every minute of feeing the enemy again to the {buth j bpt 
Ixfece die evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr. Qriffin» 
finding his expedations deceived, made fail to Madrafs, where he anived 
Ike next evening, and found no French fhips in the road. 

The French iquadron was commanded by M. Bouvet, governor of 
tiiie ifle of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. He had bopft 
apprized, at the French fetdemcnt of Karrical, of the fuperior force of 
the Engliih : his operations, when in fight of Fort St. David, were 
deligned to make the Englifh believe that he intended to engage 
them the next morning : but as foon as the night £et in he changed 
ius courfe, and crouding all the fail his fhips could carry, went away 
to Madrafs, where he arrived the next morning the i ith of June, and 
immediately landed 400 fbldiers, with 200,000 pounds in filver, which 
had been fent from France to the ifland of Mauritius for the fervice c£ 
Pondid^rry, Having thus effeded ^e defign of his voyage, he put 

cut 
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0}^t to ^a pn hk re(;um to Mauritius before the Eogliih fquadrpa ape- 
peared i(i %ht of Macirais. 

fAr. Dppleix perceiving that tlie Englifh fquadroii had failed to Ma* 
dra^ frfim whence they ^ould not return to Fort St. Dayid it\ fome ^ay€> 
detennitifd to |vail him&lf of tlicir abience, and make another attack 
upon Cuddalor^. Eight hundred Europeans, with looo Sepoys^ 
inarched frofn Pondicherry^ and making a circuit inlancj, arrived on 
the 17th of June in th^ morning within three miles of Cuddalgre, ^t 
the hpls of 9i^ds(p9lan|. {{^e thpy halted during the day, and in- 
t^ed 9t Qight tp attack Qpdd^lore by furprize. 

M^jor Laurence receiving intelligence of this deiign, ordered the gar«- 
tOpn to march and tfie cannon to be removed to Fort St. David, in« 
t$ndiog by this operation to make the French believe that he d^d nqt 
^^k the plape tenable. As foon as pight came on, the g^riib^j 
ajigoamted tg the number of 400 Europeans^ together with the cannoq» 
were ient bat^k \o Cuddalore, with the precautions neceifary to prevent 
fhe enemy from receiving intelligence pf their return. The {lratae»|i 

Jfocccede4? 

At midnight the French advance^ Wtk icaling ladders^ whiph they pp 
£)0nflr b^an to apply tP the walls than they reqeived the fire of all thp 
miiifcjjietfy from lie r^mp^rts, fcogpthpr witfl thgt pf fopr or five pieces 
of cannon loaded with grape-fhot. This unexpedted refiftance ftruc^ 
^9 whole bpdy, pfficec6 a? well a$ fQ)4if^rs, with a panic. Mofl of the 
men flung away th<^ir arms without firing a fhc^ : but the precipitation 
fif their flight prievented the JEngliflj iire from doing mwM executi<M?r 
amongft them : nor did their fears quit them when arrived at die placp 
fii their encampment ; fijr e^pefling to be followed, they marched on 
without halting until they p^n^^e to the bounds of Pondicherry* 

It wa$ now £>me time that Mr. Puplei^ had> with great aftivity, 
,been employed in tfxdkmg diipofitk>n9 to refift an armaa\ent bpt^nd to 
jthe Eaft Indies under the command of adoural Bofcawen, pf whoie 
deftination the French at Pondicherryt as well as the ]Bngli(h at ^ort St. 
David, had received intelligence; This armament confifted of one (hip 
^^ 74 guns, one of 64, two i^ 60, two of 50, one of aoi a flopp of 
14 guns, a bomb-ihip with hear tender, and »n hdpitajl-ihip. Tp thefc 
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-were joined eleven of the company's fhips, which ferved to tranfport a 
part of the troops and military flores ; and on board of this fleet 
^ere 1500 fbldiers. Mr. Bofcawen left England in November, and 
arrived at* the Cape of Good Hope the latter end of March, where he 
was joined t^ fix (hips belonging to the Dutch Eafl India company, 
on board of which were 400 foldiers. With this reinforcement he fet 
fail from the Cape on the 23d of June for the ifland of Mauritius, 
which he had orders to attack in his way to the coaft of Corom^ndd. 

The Portuguefe, in dxeir firfl navigations to India^ diicovered three 
iilands, laying to the eaftward of Madagafcar, between the 1 9th and 
2oth degree of latitude. The mod weftem of thefe, from the name 
of the peribn who diicovered it, they called Mafcarenhas ; but the 
French, when they took poflfeiSon of it in 1 675, gave it the name of 
Bourbon, which now prevails. The eaflera ifland the Portuguefe 
called Diego Reys ; which name it retains to this day s and that be- 
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Ccrne, probably from a 
iuppofition that it was the Ceme of the ancients. The Dutch, when they 
made this a fl:ation of refreshment for their (hips coming from India, 
called it Mauritius : the French, when they took poflfeflion of it the 
beginning of the prefent century, named it the Ifle of France ; but this 
appellation has prevailed only amongft themfelves, the other Europeans 
ftiU calling it Mauritius* 

The Portuguefe found on thefe iflands neither men nor any four* 
footed animals, excepting land^tortoifes, but great flocks of paroquets, 
doves, and fea-fowls ; and the fea abounds with] fifh of various kinds, 
and with great numbers of turtle. 

The ifland of Bourbon is 60 miles in length from north to ibuth, and 
45 in breadth from eafl: to weft. It has no port ; and the only part 
where boats can land is in the road of St. Paul to the north-weft. It has 
no plains, the whole being either hills of eafy afcent, or fteep mountains 
feparated by narrow vallies. Thefe mountains continue rifing one above 
another from the fea coaft to the middle of the ifland ; fo that in 
whatever view it is feen at a diftance, it appears one convex furface 
fifing out of the fea. The French took pofleflion of it in the year 1665, 
an4 .^ding the foil rich, cultivated it with great afliduity s it now pro- 
duces 
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duces wheat, and moft of the garden vegetables of Europe, as well as 
thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates : the mango, 
China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty and in great perfec- 
tion. But the principal objedl of their agriculture, and what has ren- 
dered the ifland of importance in their commerce, is the cultivation of 
the cofFce-tree, of which they brought the plants from Beit-ul Fakih in 
Arabia ; and thefe have throve fo well, that the ifland now produces 
2000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation of this tree, as well 
as ihoft other fervices of toil, are performed by CafFre flaves brought 
from Africa and Madagafcar. The French have a breed of hories, 
which, tho' fmall, are efleemed for their hardinefs ; and they have 
reared beeves, goats, fheep, and hogs, in fufficient quantities to fupply 
the wants of the inhabitants, although not in fuch plenty as to furnifb 
proviiion for their (hipping ; but this nejgledt feems to have ariien from 
the facility and cfaeapnels wherewith theie and other provifions may 
be procured from the weftem fide of Madagafirar, where they have 
ietdements. Several families from France eftabliihed themielves here 
ibon after the French took poileflion of it, and ' from diem are de- 
fcended the prefent inhabitants, who are now multiplied to the number 
of. 4000, of v(4iich 1000 are men capable of bearing arms: theie 
have not degenerated from their anceftors, but on the contrary are a 
race (b remarkable for flature and proportion, as well as fot health 
and ftrength, that they equal, if not exceed in theie qualities, the moil 
athletic of the European nations. They are the only colony of Euro- 
peans eilabliihed within the tropics which have preferved theie ad« 
vantages^ 

The inconveniencies ariiing from die want of a port at Bourbon, ia^ 
duced the French to take pofleflion of Mauritius. This ifland extends 
about 45 mfles in length from north to ibuth, and about 30 from weil 
to eail. In the north-eafiem quarter is a plain extending about ten 
miles frem eail to weil, and in ibme places five miles in-land from the 
northern coail. All the reil of the ifland is full of high and ileep moun- 
tains, laying ib near to one another that the intervals between diem, in* 
ftead of vallies, form only beds of torrents ; ^ and theie are choaked 
with vail fragments of flone torn from the rock above^ The fummits 
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of thefe mountains arc> covered >Vith forefts of ebony and other large 
trees, and the ground under die fliade of the trees produces herbage, 
ihrubs, and plants of various forts, from the common grafs to the ftroftgeft 
thora, in iuch prcrfufion that they form a thicket fo clofely interwoven, 
that a ftep cannot ^e made, but with the hatchet in hand. Many planta* 
tbns have notwithftanding been raiied with fuccefs on thefe mountains^ 
and fbme improvements made on the plain to the north-eaft ; but the 
produdHons, alidio' mafUy of the fame kind, are in le& quantity, and 
in left perfection, than at Bourbon : it produces no coflfee ; but, by the 
induftry of M. de la fiourdonnais, (iigar, indigo, and cotton, which are 
not at Bourbon, were cultivated here widi fuccefs ; and although thefe 
plantations have been much n^etted fince his departure, they may at 
any tirnc be recovered. They are at this time endeavouring to culti- 
vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants proaired at Ceylon ; but thefe, 
if they do not perifh, ikrill in all probability, from the difference of fbU 
and climate, gready tiegenerate. iron mines have been difeoveied in the 
mouhbdns, near the plain to idie north-eafl ; and, thefe mountains fup- 
plying great quaiititid^ of fud, forges ^have been ere^d ; but the iron 
produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and (hells for tnortsiTS. 
Beeves, fheep, and goats, are preferved with grsat difficulty : the beeves 
generally die before they have betn a year in the iiland, and are thefe-- 
fore -frequently imported from Madigafcar and other parts. Common 
domeflic fowls breed in great plenty ; and thefe, with fi(h and turtle^ 
fumi(h a great part K)f ^t food of the European inhabitants. Thefe 
have multiplied very little by marriage, mbft of ^em being natives 
of France. Their CafFre flaves are fubjed to great mortalities from 
the fmall-pox and other epidemical diftempers. 

Mauritius has two pcHts, one on the feuth-eafl coafl, and the odier 
on the north-wefl. The trade-wind from the fouth-eafl blows in 
thefe latitudes all the y^ar round, ' excepting for a few days at the 
fumraer fblftice, Ivheh it is interrupted by hard gales and hurrieanes from 
the north. The facility with which this wind enables fhips to enter the 
fbuth-eaft port, induced the French, when they firft took pofleflion of 
the ifland, to give the preference to this harbour ; but on finding that the 

fatne wind often rendered the pai&ge out &> difficult that a fhip was fothe- 
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^es obUged to wait a fortnight before fhe could put to fea, they left it^ 
and have ever iince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies nearly in 
the middle of the north fide .of the ifland ; and its entrance is through a 
channel formed by two fhoals, which advance about a mile into the 
fea. When a fhip arrives oppofite to this channel, the fouth-eaft wind. 
hinders her from entering the port under fail y and (lie muft either warp 
in with cables, or be towed in by boats : the neceffity of this opera- 
tion, joined to the narrowness of the channel, which does not aflbrd 
pafiage for two ihips a-breafl, is one of the greatefl difficulties an 
enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour ; for although there 
are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the channel yet 
theie might eafily be reduced, if (hips of force could approach them 
under fail. This port is capable of containing i oo faU, and is provided 
with all the neceffaries for repairing and even for building of (hips. The 
entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries ; and an army 
landed here v^ould meet with great difficulties in paffing over the moun-* 
tains to the other parts of the ifland. There are feveral places, between the 
north-eaft extremity and the north port, where boats may land; but all thefe 
are defended by batteries, and the country behind them is a continued 
thicket : the reft of the coaft is inacceffible } and the French; relying bn 
the difficulties of approaching the (hore, had made no fortifications in any 
part of the ifland to obftrudt the progrefs of an enemy ^en landed. 

The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles : it is full of rocks, 
which harbour great numbers of land tortoifes of a very large (ize^ 
whk:h are efteemed excellent food : here the French keep a detach- 
ment of men, who are employed in catching thefe animals for the in- 
habitants of Mauritius ; and this is the principal u(e they make of * 
Diego Reys. 

The fouth-eaft trade-wind obliges all (hips bound to thefe iflands to 
approach them from the eaft. The paflfage from Diego Reys to Mauri- 
tius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bourbon in one ; 
but it requires near a month to go- from Boutbon either to Mauritius or 
Diego Reys : from April to O^ober the voyage fi-om Mauritius to the 
coaft of Coromandel is eafily. performed in a month. Theie ifland^; 
t. O being 
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being; out of the track of commoa ihtdfigence^ a lai^e trmament, fant 
in detaH from France, may ceodezvoos in the port of Mauritius^ and 
6om dience arrive in lodia before any tnteDigcnce is received diere 
either of iCs firength or deftination : hence it is evident^. that> if wo 
havs zay regard to our fettlements in India> ^ redudbn of this place 
ought to be one of the fiii): obgeds of our attention in the beginning of 
» vtar with^ France^ The poi&ffion of Mauntius ^vQuld probably be fol** 
k)wed by the voluntary fiihmiffion of Bousbon, or would certainly render 
k of no u& to the Fimch for the purpoies of war. 

The %ndsoii under the command of admiral Boicawen was dmt^ 
tn da]^ in its poiage from the Cape oi Good Hope to Mauritius 
aod came in ig^ dE the eaftem coaft, on the ^^d of June at day- 
loak. Three of ^ DMcfa (hips vkk mifling> having ieparated 
fiiom dae reft in bad weadierr As {bom as die (hips came to the nordw 
faft pcmt of die iflaad, they proceeded along the northern eoaft in a 
Une of btErtde a-hea4> the men of war leading, and the compan/i 
ftipa fbllowuig diem ;. and before night they had advanced within two 
feagttes of the port, and came to anchor in a kind of bay laying be-^. 
tween tlie moixdis of two fbiall nvers. They had hitherto diicovered 
coly two places along die fhore mibae die finoodmefs cf the water 
jfeened to indicate a poffibiK^ of making a ddbent, and thefe were 
defended by two fa&ine battenes of fix guns each>. whkh ftied on the 
flups as they paiKxi l alL the reft of the ihorc was. diG&nded by rocksk 
and breakeis. 

The next morsung the French began to fire i^n the fquadronr ftoms 
two other faicine batteries raifbd at the entrance of the two rivers bc^ 
tween whidi k wa6 at andior> and the fire was retumed fton^ one of the 
50 gun (hips,, but with, very Httle execution oni either (ide^ 

Mr. Bofcawen now (^deced the floop to reconnoitre the coaft quite upt 
to the port ^ tod (he r^rted, on. her return^ that (her had been fired upon, 
by eight different batteries planted al#ng the Qxorty as well as from the: 
lorts at the oitrance of the hatbour, where a large (hip of two tiers lay* 
tt anchor, wkh her broadfkie acroTs it y and that there were thirteetii 
eihet Onps at anchor widbdn the haihour ». As feon a&it was dark thee 
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1>aTgcs oF the fix line of battle ifhips were fent to feund, and on thctr 
Tetum declared that they had found a reef of rocks running ^1 tllong 
about 20 yards from die fliore, which rendered it impoflible ibr boats to 
land, except at the entrance of Ae rivers over againft whieh theHeet was 
at anchor, or at the harbour itfelf : here they had difcovcred, that the 
cbannerieading into it was not more than 100 fatiiom wide, and that 
lWs entrance would-be fubjeft to -Ae greateft difficulties by the oppofi* 
tion of the ibuth-eaft wind. Upon receiving this intelligence, the ad^ 
miral caHed a -council of war, compofed of ^e principal land antf 
^Jea officers, and it ^as reiblved, that, as they were ignorant of die 
"ftrength of the enemy, three armed boats ifhould be fent to endeavour 
tO'knd in the night, and take by furprize a man from die fhore, from 
^hom intelligence might probably be obtained : this was attempted^ 
l>at'in vain. The next morning, "die ^fth of June, the council of war 
aifeitibled again, and were of opinion, ^at' the attack of the ifland woiild 
"bt attended with the lofe of ^ib -many men, and of lb much dme, diat 
•the armament might lofe die epportunity of undertaking the *fiege of 
Pondicherry, which Mr. Bofcawen was inftradled to confider as the 
principal objefl: of his ddKnation: it was dierefore refblved to proceed 
to the coaft of Coroniandel without delay, that dieTquadron might arrive 
^hcre in time to aft beforcdie change of the monfdbn in Odtober. 

The redudion of the ifland wouH probably have fuccecded, had it 
•been attempted ; for the vdiole of the French force confided only of 500 
Tegular troops, zoo European inhabitants difciplined as militia, 1 500 
Cadre flaves on whofe fcrvice and attachment the French had little re- 
liance, and 1 000 failors belonging to the (hips ; whereas there were 8000 
ISunipeans in the fleet under 'Mr. Bofcaweh's command, and of thele 
2000 were regular troops. 

■ Hie defifting from this enterprize may be attributed to the lorig fray 
made at die Cape of 'Good Mope, where the fquadron remained dfty^ 
five days, when it ought if poflible to have' left it a mojith fooner j for 
by arriving thus much eatiier in the feafon at Mauridus, they might 
have found opportunides of learning the re^ flate of the enemy oil 
fliore, and difcovercd that it was practicable to attack. the harbour it^ 
fclfwididie fliips. The fouth-eaft trade-wind blows with leaft force 
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al)out fun-rife, and it generally happens on four or fiviC days in the . 
courfe of a month, that early in the morning this wind ccafcs ii> 
the northern part of the ifland for an hour or two, durmg which a 
breeze rifes^ although faintly, fipm the north-weft : a fhip ftationed 
at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfdf of this breeze, might 
enter the harbour under fail, .and the forts and batteries were not car 
j)able of withftanding many hours the fire of (o many ihips of the line 
as IVIr. Bofcawen commanded. 

The fleet left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Dutch fliips, now 
joined by one of their comrades which had parted company during the 
paflage, quitted the Englifli, and failed away for Batavia, and Mr. Bo£* 
cawen fleered for the coaft of Coromandel, by the heareft route, .betwrecB 
the iilands and flioals that lie to the north of Mauritius ; and on the 
29th of July arrived at Fort St.. David, where he foimd the iquadrc^ 
under admiral Grifiin, who refigned the command to him, and a few 
days after proceeded with a fixty-gun (hip and two frigates to Trinca- . 
nonaaly, from whence in the Ukonth of January he fet fail with them to 
England* 

The junction of Ae two fquadrons formed the greateft marine force 
belonging to any one Eu]:opean nation that had ever been feen together 
in the Eaft Indies 3 for it conflfted of more than 30 fliips, none of which 
were of lefs than 500 tons burden, and 1 3 of them men of war of the 
line. Every perfon attached to the Englifli caufe, who beheld thie 
formidable force, was elated with joy, from expedation of its fuccefs, 
and no one doubted that the lofs of Ma4rafs would be revenged b]^ the 
capture of Pondicherry. Preparations had been made at Fort St. David 
to enable Mr. Bofcawen to proceed to a£tion without delay i and on the 
8th of Auguft the army began to march. 

Twelve independent companies of 1 00 men each, 800 marines be- 
longing to the ihips, with 80 artillery-men, compofed the regular troops 
in the king's iervice : the company's troops confifted of a battalion of 
750 men, of vtrhich 200 wereTopafles, together with 70 artillery-men.: 
the Dutch at Negapatam fent a reinforcement of 1 20 Europeans : and 
there were on board the fliips, ready to be landed, 1 1 00 feamen,. who 
had been taught the manual exerdie at fea : all thefe formed a body 
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of 4120 Europeans, to which were joined .1 100 Sepoys, paid by. Ae 
company, who were as yet fcarcely better difi:iplined than common 
Peons ; and the Nabob Anwar^adean Khan, (till changing fides, as he 
found the French or English afHurs gaining the advantage, ient a body 
of 2000 hbrie. The heavy cannon and the cumbrous ftores were laden 
on board the fliips, which proceeded before the army, and anchored 
two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry. 

The company'^ agents at Fact St. David had gained very little 
intelligence necefiary to diredl Mr. Bofcawen in his operations ; for 
when the army approaching near die bounds of Pondicherry, came 
in fight of the fort of Ariancopang, there was no perfon who could 
give a de&nption of the place : however, it was determined . that it 
ihould be laken before the army proceeded any farther. * The . en* 
gineers were ordered to reconnoitre it, and reported that the body 
of the > place was of little fbength ; but that the enemy had throwa 
up, a few yards in front of the fort, an entrenchment, which muft 
be firft ftormed, and afterwards the fort might be eafily taken. A 
detachment of 700 men was ordered upon this lervice, and at day-break 
marched up with great refblution to what they believed an outwork filled 
with troops 1 but on a nearer approach they diibovered that this fuppQfed 
entrenchment was nothing but a heap of ruins, and that at a few yarda 
behind it lay the fort of Ariancopang, not with fiich. (lender defences as 
bad been reported, but fortified with a cavalier at each of the angles, a 
deep dry ditch full of pit^falls, and a covered way. Thefe works 
rendered it impoflible to take the place by a fudden onfet. The troops 
now found themfelves expoled to a very warm fire of mufquetry, and 
cannon loaded with grape-fhot i but their courage and ftrong fenfe of dif- 
grace prevented them fi'om retreating immediately, notwithftanding it was 
evident that they expofed themfelves to no purpofe. In this uncertainty 
they remained in the reach of the enemy's fire {0 long that 1 50 of the 
gallanted men and fome of the braveft officers in the army were eidier 
lulled or wounded. Major Goodere, who commanded the attack, was: 
mortally wounded, and in him the army lofl the perfon on whofe fkill 
and experience Mr. Bofcawen principally relied for conducting the fiegc 
of Pondicherry. 
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4^4^. IUb UmdflRDg ^firffer aftdefl die ^irits «f tiie men to fiidi a d^66, 
dnt'ft "Was i(^e tnffiie l)tsfere thr^ rdcoyc i ? e d Aen^ve8<3 'and nevier fyf* 
fidiondy «b bntntnn the ^(kmt &tiguine hopes 6f ■iiKic6& ajgi&ift Pendi^ 
tdMft}^ "w^ch^n^nrtd dtem when tk^ 'Idt Fort St.Dixvid. Howevet; 
■tbetfefehNiaii of redneing AmhoofMng -was coritiniied, and the ^d* 
ip^aeA Mdn, wUh eigUt pieces 'of battering •tanhen, ^ere landed from 
'the fli^. . The French, knowing -^ advanmge of :^nifig time at this 
iea£ln «f •thfeyean, J^d^dy'Beti^raikied to d^end the ^rt as loitg^ as 
-pdflible: ^^^amlonconfifted of 'looBuro^ns ; and 300 SepcE^is -vridi 
■ftbody of' 66 •EorapelDi caivahy enoanqied neanhe fert. On the^dppofite 
fiie'ofihe'nver'whioh rons totht nordi> «nd dak by die fort of Aria»> 
obparig, "(faey eroded a ttatteiy of <heavy oannon to dbftrud-aad-en- 
"^kde the afiprbaches >to 'the 'fort. The Ei^lifli eh^neers -ereOsd tt 
'bkttfciy'ih thetpkin on-diis-fouth fideef ihe->riT«r, to oppofe -and ^fiience 
liiat-<df the'bnemy ; but foch'imutthdr'n^eift in ^ret^tmoitring, *or their 
i^nat dfllaH 'in thdr tlr^ dat 'xAxn at day-bleak they opmed the 
Mittei^ Cfiloft'bf ^the!gtiii8 metc^tulA tobe tntttrc^iced from the fight of 
the'^ckenly^ fay ti diiak^ootl. H-be -ei'tiHery officers now ofieied' their 
ft^Vke'lO^nsd^^othtttr, which ihey compleated with fufficient flcill be< 
foc^ lift nett iiAMnung: and for;jgreater-&curi^, threw up before it an 
ehtrenehfnent. In vAach a laige detac&nent, confiding of foldiers and 
Mhtij was'pofted. At day-break die battery b^an to pl^ on diat of 
<die enemy, and the £re "was continued for ibme time on bodi fides, 
with little execution doneon'eidier. Some of the French S^ys, at 
the diiVailce of ibor hundred yards»Scept ap nn irregular fire, and a ran- 
•dom (hot happened to killa-^faiior, and at this iniknt the Frendi troop- of 
liorfe, accompanied bjr a body of Scpoys,< appe^u^ ^vanciag. Thb ^ulors, 
already ftruck wid) ibme conftemationut the death -of die maa, were 
terrified by the approach of die enemy, ttnd Abandoned the entrefitfh- 
ment : the regular troops caught the ^pSiiic, and followed the iailors 
in fpite of die efibrts and exhoitatioiis ma<J€ by thdr officers ''to keep 
them in d!keir poft. The horfe advanced, and took rpofiefiion of the 
entrenchment, 'and afterV^ai$is:puifued die- fiigidvts to the battety, 'where 
diefe, preffing upon one anodier, ibitned'>an' irregular cduam of -fifteen 
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men ia deplh : for here the &ce of the battery hindered them from 
retreating any &rther j and thus interrupted in their flighty and enoou* 
f aged by tbeir officers, die men turned and fired upon the enemy. Six 
erfeven pf the Frendi horfemen were killed^ and the horfe of the conoh^ 
manding officer drop{»ng fikewift, the officer him&lf was taken pciic»Mf^ 
en which the enemy retFeated, leaving; die Engliflx in admiration of their 
intrepidity. Befkies the di^tdvanta^ oi leaving the troops impr^led witk 
a high opinion of the French prowefs, diis a<£Uon was attended witll& 
another misfoftune ki the lofs of Major Lawrence, who ccmunanded 
diis day in ths entrenchment^ and rather than paticipat$i of Ae igno-^ 
miny of taking, flight with the troops, remained there with two ot 
diree officers i he was di&mied^ and oU^ed to> fiirrendei bimfrif 
priibner tx> a French trooper^ who knowing,, it is pfobabfe^ tlie 
Talue of his ptiae, immediately hurried him away by ih» ikfo ei hk 
boric to Ariancopang in i%ht of the amy 2 and no eflbct» were made t^ 
re&ue him* 

The army now b^n to make regular approaches to the fort; anf 
carrkd diem on for diree or four days rery flowfy,, v/hen a kige quan« 
tity of gunpowder taking fire in the toemy'$ battery,, blew it up, andl 
near 100 men were eidier killed or difabkd by die explofen^ This, 
dilafter ilruck fuch a terror amongft thoie who remained in ^ fort, 
^t feme hours after they fet fire to ^e chambers with which they hadi 
undermined the fbrtific^ons, and blew up the greatef): part of ther 
walls and cavaHers, and then nuut:hed away^ with« gteat preci^itadoni 
ta Pondidierry r as foon as die Engfifk law the expfofion,, they 
marched 1^ and took pdleffion of the ruins*. Thus fortunately de- 
Sreced, die army did not imnrdiately proceed to> Pondicherry,, but re-- 
matned five days longer at Ariancopang,. employed in repainng the fbrt^ 
in which it was deter m ined ta leave a garrifbn ;: for it was apj^rdiended,, 
Aiat during the fiege a detachment of die enemy*s troops mi^r agaii\i 
take poflleffiba of it, and front hence, be enabled, to. intercept coiivoys^, 
Arhacrais the army. ' 

The town of Pondidier^ was fftuated* about 70 yatxk iJmrr the.fea*^ 
ftore :: its extent within the walls was. a htdermom than aj mile, fiorm 
aQdkto.£)uth>. and about iioo yards fix>mweaiito; weft;: it:wa& fbtrtifiedi 
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on the three fides to the lan4 with a wall and rampart, flanked by 
eleven baftions ; and two half- baftions - were at the north and 
ibuth. extremities neareft the fea: thefe works were furrounded by 
a ditch, and an imperfe£t glacis was thrown up in many parts be* 
ibre it. The eaftern fide was defended by feveral low batteries, ca- 
pable of mounting i oo pieces of cannon, which commanded the 
road i and within the town was built a citadel, too fmall to make 
a long defence. The greateft part of the ground lying round the 
town was inclofed, at die diftance of a mUe from the walls, by a 
hedge of large aloes and other thorny plants peculiar to the country^ 
intermixed with great numbers of coco-nut and palm trees, which all 
together formed a defence impenetrable to cavalry, and of very difficult 
^ pafiage to infantry : this inclofure began at the north, clofe by the 
fea-lhore, and continued five miles and a half, deicribing a large feg- 
ment of a iemi-circle, until it joined the river of Ariancopang to the 
ibuth, at about a mile and a half from the fea-fhore, and in this part the 
courfe of the river ferved to compleat the line pf defence. There were five 
roads leading from the town into the adjacent country, and at each of 
the openings in the hedge was built a redoubt mounted with cannon. 
It is probable that die h^ge, at the fame time that it was intended to 
be a defence againfi: fudden incurfions, marked the limits, of the territory 
conceded by the prince of the country to the French, w^hen tliey fiirft 
eftablifhed diemfelves at Pondicherry ; and hence obtained the name of 
the Bound-hedge. 

On the 25th of July the army marched from Ariancopang, and 
took pofleflion of the village of Oulagary, laying about two miles 
from the fouth-weft part of the town. From hence a detachment 
was fent the fame day to attack the north -weft redoubt of the 
bound-hedge, which die enemy, after a litde refiftance, abandoned> 
notwithftanding it was capable of making a defence that would 
have coft the Englidi many lives, had they been obliged to ftorm 
it. The garrifons in all the other redoubts were foon after with-, 
drawn, and the Englifh pafied the bound-hedge without meedng any 
£uther oppofidon. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bofcawen, by the advice of the engineers, determined to attack 
the town on the north -weft fide ; and, to facilitate the communicadon 
between the fleet and the camp, ftationed his (hips to the North of Pon- 
dicherry. 

On the 30th of Auguft at night the Engliih army opened ground, at 
the diftance of 1500 yards from the walls : by this the officers, who 
planned the attack, fhewcd themfclves little {killed in their art 5 for it 
is the general practice in fieges, to make the firft parallel within 800 
yards of the covered way. Before niorning two trenches were flung up 
at the diftance of 100 yards from one another, parallel to each other 
and to the face of the attack : the firft trench outflanked the extre- 
mities of the other, and neither of them had banks at the ends to pre- 
vent the enemy in a fally from enfilading them : within ten yards in 
front of the fecond were feveral huts, which the working party had 
negledked to demolish in the night, and the fire from the town deterred 
the guard firom venturing to level them in the day. One hundred men 
were pofted in this trench, and 300 in the other. 

About one o' clock in the afternoon a body of 500 Europeans and 
700 Sepoys Tallied firom the town, and marching half way to the 
trenches, divided into two parties ; of which the largeft, confifting of 
400 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, made a circuit in order to attack 
the firft trench in flank, whilft the hflfer party advanced to attack the 
fecond in front. Paradis led the largeft divifion, which gave their fire 
at flich a diftance as rendered it of no cfled : the troops in the trench 
returned the fire ; and the only fhot which did execution fortunately 
killed Paradis : the death of their leader flqng the whole party into 
<:onfufion, and they returned to the town in diforder; and their fears in-^ 
creafed as they retreated, infomuch that they left the lefler party fight- 
ing, without either fending a detachment to fupport them, or even a 
meflenger to inform them that they were retreating. 
' The lefler party had taken poflTeflion of the huts in front of the fecond 
trench, and kept up an irregular but conftant fire upon it, and were 
to intirely engaged in their own attack, that they knew nothing of whkt 
had paflTed at the odier trench. A ftiot mortally wounded captain 
Brown, who, fearing that the men might be diicouraged at the fight of 
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their commander in agony, defired to be removed, and was no fooner 
carried off, than the whole platoon which were near him took flights 
On this, enfign Greenville, the next officer, imprudently went to the 
other trench to afk for.fuccours, and before he got there was followed 
by his platoon. There now remained only one platoon, of which: 
two or three had been killed, and the reft were on the point of running 
away; when their officer, enfign Clive, reproached them ftemly for 
their pufiUanimity, and reprefentcd the honour they would gain by- 
defending the trench, after it had been fo fliamefolly abandoned by 
the reft of die guard. All the company V troops had an afFeftion for 
this young man> from gbicrving the alacrity and prefence of mind which, 
always accompanied him in danger; his platoon, animated by his^ 
exhortation, fired again with new courage and great vivacity upon the- 
enemy, who now^ perceiving the fmalL number to which the defenders 
of the trench were reduced, refolved to ftorm it- TTiey quitted die 
huts,, and fonned in. fiiont of them, and were fearcely got into order,, 
when they received the vdiole fire of the Englifli platoon,, which was> 
fo well directed that it flruck down twenty men^ and the reft were in. 
the inftant fo terrified by the (hock of this extraordinary execution, that 
they ran back in diforder to the huts, which Sheltered them until they 
were out of reach of the fire, and continued their retreat to the 
town in great confufion. This party was compofed of grenadiers, of 
whom 27 with an officer were killed.. The lofs fiiftained by the; 
Engliih was only eight private men, and captain Brown.. 

The Englifti continued their approaches, but carried them on very- 
flowly,, from a want of experience in fuch operations.. Two batteries, 
of^thrcje guns were raifed within 1200 yards of the town, to check, 
any future fallies. When the army firft opened ground, the bomb-ketch*. 
was ordered to bombard the citadel night and day :. but in a very few 
days the enemy began to bombard her^, and gpt her diftance fo exactly, . 
that one of their fhells ftaved the boat aftern, and another threw the 
water in upon her decks ;. after which (he kept out of the reach of 
the enemy's mortars in the day-time, and only bombarded in the 
night. Parties fallied at feveral times, and attacked the detachments 
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which efcorted the (lores and cannon from the fhips to the camp, and 
one day a detachment efcorting two pieces of battering cannon was de- 
feated, and the cannon taken : (bme troops were fent immediately to re- 
cover them, wiio advancing along the fide of a grove, without having 
reconnoitered, received fo warm a fire from a party laying there in 
ambufcade, that they retreated with precipitation to the camp, and the 
enemy carried the cannon in triumph into the town. 

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced within 800 yards 
of the walk, when it was found impoffible to carry them on any nearer ; 
for a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town, and the 
French had prefervcd a back water, with which they overflowed not 
only die nv^ais, but likewise all the gnxind laying between the trenches 
and the footof the glacis. Daring the approaches, and the conftrudion 
of the batteries on the edge of the morafs, the enemy kept up a conilant 
fire on the working parties, by which many were killed. 

Two batteries were finifhed and began to fire on the 26th of Septem^ 
ber> one of eigbt, the odier of four pieces of cannon, of 1 8 and 24: 
pounders : « bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals^ 
tod another of fifiteen cohoms^ were fikewiie ereded. The French 
now opened feveral emhrafiires in the certain, and began likewife to fire 
fitxn two or three batteries (m the creft of the glacis, inibmuch that the 
6k of the befieged was double that of the befiegers. To lefien this 
fuperiority, by diverting the attention of the garrifon to other quarters^ 
Mr. Bofcwmsn determined to batter the town from the fea i and before 
the next morning all the (hips of two tiers had warped within the diftanco 
of 1000 yards of die walls, the ihaflownefs of water liot permitting 
them to approach nearer : the cannonading was incefifant, and terrible 
in appearance, but of no real efied ; for the diftance of the fhips, and 
the motion of the iea, hindered die (hot from ftriking fuccefiively th^ 
iame object. The French at firft withdrew a great number of their 
artillery-men from the land fide, and employed them in firing againft 
the (hips ft-om the batteries which commanded the road $ but perceiving 
the litde damage that the town fiiftained from the fire of the (hips, they 
Hackned their defence on diat fide, and renewed it on the land fide with 
as much vigour as if no attack had been made from any odier quarter. 
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1748. The cannonading from the (hips continued until night, when Mr.. 
Bofcawen, finding that diey had expended a vaft quantity of ammuni- 
tion to no purpofe, ordered them to move in the night out of the reach 
of cannon-fliot ; but the wind fetting in from the fea prevented them 
from executing this intention : remaining therefore in the fame (lations, ' 
they began early in the morning to cannonade the town again, from^ 
whence they were fired upon with more vivacity than the day before ;. 
but ^t nooa the wind changing, the fhips moved farther from the 
fhofe, and the firing ceafed on both fides. Only two perfons were killed> 
on board the fleets the one a common failor, the other captain Adams,, 
commander of the Harwich^ ^ 50 gun fhip. The French gave out 
that the fire from the ihips had, in the two days,, done no other execution, 
than that of killing a poor old Malabac woman ia the ilreet. 

The fire from the batteries contimied:dxree day a longer, during which: 
that from the towa incrtafed,. and difmounted nine pieces of cannon.. 
Very little imprefilon had been made on the defences, ficknefs prevailed 
in the camp,, the weather likewife began to change^ and diicovered that 
the rainy moniboa was ready to fet ia«: ai councils of war was therefore 
fummoned on the 30tL of September, who» apprehenfive that the 
rains,^ which at their firft fetting ia generally overflow the whole country^ 
might render the removal of the cannon and heavy fibres impradticable,. 
and fearing likewife that the fhips might be driven off the coafl by hard, 
gales of wind, unanimoufly determined to raife the fiege without delay. 

-Five days were employed, in fhipping the cannon and heavy ftores,. 
deftroying the batteries, and reimbarking the failors ;. and on the 6th of 
October the troops began, to march to Fort St. David ; but- halted at 
Ariancopaag, and blew up the fort:, the rains were already fet ia, and 
rendered the roads very difficult to be pa0ed.. Qn a review, of the ftate 
of the army, it was found, that during the fiege there had perifhed ia 
adlion and by ficknefs 757 foldiers, 43, artillery-men,, and ^65 feamen^, 
in all 1 065 Europeans : very few of the. Sepoys were killed, for they 
had been only employed to guard the fkirts of the camp, and had always 
ran away on the firfl approach of danger. The French garrifon confifted 
,cf .1800 Europeans^ and 3000 Sepoys,, of which they lofl 2D0 Euro-- 
peans, and about 50 Sepoy v 

Many. 
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Many caufes concurred to fruftratc this attempt ^^nft Pondichdrry. 
When the army marched from Fort St. David, there remained only 
fifty days before the fetting in of the monfoon to cany on the fiege, 
which dme was barely fufficient for the undertaking ;. and there was no^ 
abiblute necefllty to reduce the fort of AriancQpang, for a paity of 200 
men ftationed near it would have always kept in awethegarrifon, whichr 
confided only of 1 00 : now the reduction' of this little fort» befides 
eaufing the lofs of 150 men, tG^ther with two of the- moft: experienced 
officers, and thereby difcouraging the reft, ftopt the progress of the whole 
army eighteen days.. When arrived before the town». Mr« Bc^weo^ 
unexperienced in military operations by land, relied,, in* obedience to his 
inflmdions, on the opinion of the engineers,, who made a very great 
blunder in carrying on the attacks againil that, part of the town to which 
an infuperable morafs prevented them fi'om' approaching nearer than* 8 00 
yards ^ and even had there been, no moraf% the fituation of the camp 
to the weflward would, have been injiidicioufiy chofen,, fince it fubjeded 
the tranfporting of die cannon. and heavy ifores to a difficult pailage of 
two or three miles, which, employed the labour, of numbers of fiiilors^ 
and demanded frequent detachments of foldiers to^eibort and defend them 
from the fallies of the enemy ; and the foldiers and failors-thus employed 
were taken off from the operations of the fiege, which required nothing 
lefs than the fervice of every European in the camp. The north-fide- 
was the part againft which the attack ought to have been dire<fted : for 
the ground in front of this fide was found, and would have permitted, 
the approaches to have been carried on to the foot of the glacis, with- 
out meeting with any natural impediments; and the camp extending 
behind the linps to the^ northward, would have effijftualljr protected the 
cannon and flores, when landed, from the danger of fallies, and. at the: 
fame time have faved the labour and inconveniences of tranfporting 
them from a long diflance ; for they might have been landed at the camp 
itfelf. The reputation of fuperior fkill in the defence of fortified places, 
which the French nation^ had at this time efbablifhed- in alF parts of the.- 
world, was exaggerated in the opinion of the troops before Pondicherry,. 
by a fenfc of the errors committed by themfelves ; and thefe errors, 
fixed the difpiriting imprcffion which the difaflers at Ariancopang hadi 
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1748. made upon their minds, fo that very few cXimj^cs of gallant fervicc 
were exhibited during the fiegq. The artillery-men and officers knew 
* their bufinefs^ and always behaved with refolutbn, and Mr. Bofc^ven, 
on all cccafions of danger, exerted the fame aSivity and courage which* 
diilinguiihed his charader in engagemenCs at fea -, but thefe qualities did 
not compenfate h^ want of knowledge in the art of wan This know« 
ledge is not incompatible with fkill in the marine iervice ; and it ia much 
to be lamented^ that both together have not of late years been cultivated 
by the fame c^cer ; for there aire very few inftances^ (ince the ufe ot. 
battering cannon, of a fiege carried on by Europeans with more ig.cio- 
ranee than tlMs of Pondicherry* 

Hie French £uig Te Deums, as foon as the fiege was raifed» and gave 
as many demonibations of joy, as if they had been relieved from the 
greatefL calamities of virar. Mr« Dupleik fbut letters to all the princes of 
Coromandel) and even to the great Mogul himielf» acquainting them, 
that he had repulfed the moft formidable attack that had ever been made 
in India ; and he rectived from them the higfaefl compliments on his 
own prowe&, and on the military c^ara^ter of his nation : This indeed 
was now regarded throi^hout Inckxftan as greatly fuperior to that of the 
EnglifL 
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TH E fijuadron, fbon after the raifing of the fiegc of Pbndichenyr ^ 
left the coftO: to avoid die Aormy tnonibon : five fhips went tx> 
Achin, and the reft to Trincaiiomaly 5 but Mr. Bolcawen himfelf re- 
mained with the land-forces at Fort St. David* In November advices 
were received, that a ceffation of arms between Great Britain and France 
had been proclaimed in the preceding April r but Mr. Bofcawen was^ 
sotwithftanding, intruded to remain in India until he fhould receive in-* 
telligence that the general peace was concluded. In the beginning of 
January 1749 the (quadron returned to Fort St. David^ and about the 1749^ 
&me time Mr^ Bouvet, with the fame (hips that had eluded Mr. Griffin^ 
Game again from Mauritius to Madrafs, v/hecc he landed, a lai^ fum of 
noney, together with 200 fbidiers*. 

The fwocd was iheathed, and it depended on the agents cf die two., 
eompanies to rc-aillune in. tranquillity their mercantile ocaipations: 
but the war liad brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David a number of 
troops greatly fuperior to any which, either c^ the two nations had hither** 
to aflembled 10 India > and as if it was tix^flible that a military force^ 
which feels iti^lf capable of enterprises* Should re&ain fiom attempting 
ihem, the two fettkments, no longer authorized to^ fight againil each: 
ether, took the resolution of employing their amis in the conlefts of the 
princes of the country : the Eogliib widi great indifcietion^ the French 
with the utmoft ambition. 

An unfortunate prince^ wiio about &ven years before had been de- 
ibroned atTanjore, came to Fort St. David, and implored the affiilance- 
€f the EnglKh to oeinilate him, aflerting with great confidence that he 
fiiould no (boner appear in the kingdom^ fupported even by a moderate 
force, than hia ftandard would be joined by numbers, and His title ac- 
knowledged by thoufands.. The fucoefiion of the princes of his family 

had 
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1749. had been fb complicated, that it was difficult to aicertain to whom 
the crown rightfully belonged. 

In the year 1680 the kingjof Tanjore, attacked and well-nigh over- 
powered by the king of Tritchanopoly, called the Moraftoes to his 
afliflance. The famous Sevajee, who at that time reigned over all the 
Morattoe nations, fent his brother with a ftrong army, which foon left 
ihe king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but every thing 
from thefe freebooters ; for they made out {o large an account of ex- 
pences, that all the riches in the kingdom would have been infnfficient 
to difcharge what they demanded : under pretence therefore of colled* 
ing this money, they topk pofleilion of the government, and fhortly 
after the brother of Savajee declared himfelf king of Tanjore. He reign- 
ed fix. years, and left three fons. The eldeft, Sevajee, was lucceeded 
by the next brother, Serbojee, and he by the third, Tuccojec. Each of 
the three brothers left children ; and after three irregular fucceffions 
which took place amongft thefc coufin-germans in lefs than feven years, 
Saujohee, who now appeared at Fort St. David, was depofed, and his 
brother Pratop-fing, bom of one of the mferior wives of thdr father 
Serbojee, was placed on the throne, by the general concurrence of the 
principal men in the kingdom, which had fuficred much from the weak 
idminifrration of Saujohee. The Engliih had certainly no right to inter- 
fere in his cauie. But the offers he made of concefiions to the company 
in the kingdom of Tanjore, the favourable account given of him by the 
interpreters who introduced him to tlie prefidency, and the belief too 
haflily entertained of a falfe narration of his misfortune, induced die 
Englifh to think they fhould acquire as much honour as advantage by 
their efforts to reinflate him in the throne. It was Stipulated that Sau- 
johee fhould give the company the fort and territory of Devi-Cotah, and 
pay all the expences. of the war, if it proved fuccefsfol. 

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles fixDm north to 
fouth, and about 60 from eaft to wefl. The river Coleroon bounds it 
to the north : the fea-coail, running nearly north and fbuth, forms 
the eaflern boundary : the fouthern is made by a part of the fea-coafl 
which runs eafl and wefl, and by the country of Mirawa : to the wefl 
k is limited by the Idngdom of Tritchanopoly and the country of Ton- 
daman ; 
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daman : and the capital of Tanjore^ bearing the fame name as the 
kingdom, lays about 20 miles weft.of Tritchaaopoly* 

The force appointed for the conqueft of Tanjore confifted of 430 
Europeans, and 1000 Sqx)ys,«with four field pieces and four fm^l 
mortars : the battering cannon and provifions for the troops were put on 
board of four (hips, two of which were of the line. The army, accom^ 
panied by Saujohee^ left Fort St David in the latter end of March, antl 
on the 1 3th of April encamped on the bank of the river Val-aru, which 
difembogues itfelf at Portonovo. In the evening the northern moniboh 
changed, and the fbuthem iet in with a hurricane, which laded with 
fuch violence until four o* clock *the next morning, that the tents of 
the Englifli camp were blown into rags, many of the draught bullocks 
and bodes were killed, and all the military ftores were (b much darned, 
^at the army was obliged to march to Portonovo to repair the detriment 
it had iiiftained. There they were informed that the ftorm had com- 
mitted much greater ravages at fea : two of the company*s (hips were 
ftranded between Cuddalore and Fort St. David : the Apollo ho^ital-ihip 
was loft, with all her crew ; the Pembroke, a 60 gun (hip, which £uled 
on the expedition, was wrecked, and only £bc of the crew faved : and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which admiral Bofoawen hdfted his flag, and 
which was the fineft (hip of her fize belonging to the navy of England, 
perKhed^ with 750 men. Fortunately moft of the other fhips werb 
either at Trincanomaly, or in parts c^ the coaft to which the greateft 
violence of the hurricane did not extendi 

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and march- 
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of the 
northern arm of the Coleroon, Here captain Cope, who commanded^ 
encamped and intrenched, refolving to learn the ftate of affairs oh ^ 
oppofite fliore before he proceeded any farther. The intelligencie he re- 
ceived was very different from what he expected i no peribns of any 
Tank offered to declare for Saujohee, and not a fingle fquadron appeared 
jeady to join him : jou the contrary^ a great number of troops belonging 
to the king of Tanjore zppesrtd moving up and down the oppofite bank» 
4tnd feemed detoix^ned to diipute the pailage of the river. Thus ^1^ 
appointed, and ignorant of the enem/s ftrength as well as of the na^ 
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1 749. ture ^f the country, captain Cope did not think his force fuffideat to 
proicicute the enterprize^ and waited until he was reinforced from Fort 
St D^vid with 1 00 Europeans and 500 Sq)oy$ : he dien crofled the 
river, which, although a mile broad, was fordabk, and^ contrary to his" 
€xpe£tatioQ> the army met widi litde rcfiftance ^om the enemy .whilft 
they were paffing it y but difficulties increaied as they advanced : the 
road in which they attempted to march led through a thick wood, and 
the enemy from behind the bu&es b^an to axuioy them gready with 
arrows, and the lire of thdr matchk)cks ^ whilft large bodies of hotie 
an4 focX, appeared ia the circumjacent plains, moving in the rear and on 
the flanks* This being the firft expedition m which the Engliih troops 
were engaged agakift the forces of an Indian prince, the foldiers were 
ilrock with no fmall degree of fear, on comparing the {uperior num- 
rbers o£ the enemy with their own; but the artillery-men prefervod 
.thetr reioliition, and fired with (o much ^rit and aim, that the enemy 
kept at a diftance, and the troops recoveriiig from their fri^t, moved 
backj and gained the bank of the river widxnit confufioo. Here the 
army drew up, the field-pieces fecuring. the flanks, and the river 
.the rean A council c^ war was held to deliberate whether they 
ihould proceed, or ^ait for more favourable advices than thofe hi- 
therto received out of the Taqpre country 3^ but whilil die council 
were fittings a meflenger arrived widi pofitive orders from Mr. Bofcawen 
to continue the march, and attack the Fort of Devi-Cotah at all events^ 
Some of the foldiers difcovered a road leading along the bank of die 
river towards the &a-coafr ; and the army began to march this way» 
although very litt^ of it had been reconnoitred : it led through a mudl 
more optn country than the c^her, and the river defended the troops 
irom being fiirrounded. This lucky difcovery faved them from deftruc- 
tion s for it was afterwards found, that by periifring in the firfl: road, 
they would, from the nature of the country, have been involved in in- 
extricable difficulties, into which the Tanjorines had lioped to intice 
them, by making no refifrance at the paflage of the river. The enemy 
moved along at feme diftance, as they faw die Englifh proceed } and 
4heir fquadrons fbmetimes threatned to attack, but always retired as 
4lo9n as the field^piecea b^an to fire. After a march of ten miles the 
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tcDops hailed, hte in the evening, a mile to the eaA ward of Devi-Gotah : 
here they expeAed to fee the (h\p$^ or at teaft to receive fome intelli- 
gence of them ; but were diiappointed : fbrnoC a man of the country 
ventixred to come near the camp i and the lownefe of the ground, to- 
get&er with the thick woods diat corored it, prevented the £bips from 
being ctifoowred, although they were at.anchor near the mouth of the 
rtver, at no greater diftan^dian fbar miles from the camp. 

The army, relying on the (hips, had brought no more provifions than 
were nfccei£nry for the confimiption of three days, and were deterred, 
by the numbers q{ the enemy,, from iencSng detachments to procure 
any ; and at the fame time they were without battering cannon. Under 
ihck inconveniences there appeared no nteans of reducing the fort, ex« 
cepting by a fudden aflault, and the walh were too high to be eafily 
cfcakded. Lieutenant CCve, the fame officer who had defended the 
trendi at the fiegc of Pondicherry, propoied to advance the field-pieces 
in the night, and batter down the gates. This indeed was the only 
pra€HcabIe mediod of attack ; but being deemed top defperate to be 
irttempted, it was determined to endeavour to terrify the enemy by 
bombaiding the place with cohoms. Shells were thrown until the 
morning, when the fire ceafed until die next night: and before the 
next morning all the (heHs were expended, widwrnt havmg done any 
damage to the fort, or made any imprefiion on the minds of the garriibn. 
It was therefore refohred to retreat without delay* 

The army mardied back by the fame road in whidi diey had ad- 
vanced. During the fiifl mile the .country was covered with woods, 
£om which the eoen^ galled the flank of the line, not only with muf- 
quetry, but likewife with fome pieces of heavy artillery, which they had 
carried into die thickets before the Englifh decamped ; and ibme platoons 
c^ Europeans were detached to diflodge them. The diickets extended 
to the bank of a rivulet which the troops had crofied in the march to 
X)evi^Cotah, during the retreat of the tide : the rivulet was at that time 
fordable, and no one had examined it fufliciently to form an idea of the 
depth* of the channel, which was now filled with water by the rifing of 
Ac tide, and the fheam ran very rapidly. The Cooleys, who carried 
the lefs bulky parts of the baggage, marched before the troops, and as 
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Cqcm as they came to. the bank of the rivulet, were fired upon \nth great 
vivacity fi-om behind the thickets. Timorous, as are all the lower cafts 
of Indians, they plunged into die ftream, which was feven or dight 
feet deep, and prefling upon one another with outcries and confu&cn, 
loft by their fears the ftrength neceflary to (ave theno&lves, and in le(s 
than a quarter of an hour 400 of the pom wretches were drowned. The 
troops, ipedators of this difafler, halted i and fired to diflodge the ene- 
ipy, until the tide had ebbed fufiiciently to render the rivulet fotdaUe, 
by which time they were driven out of muik^t*fhot^ and the army 
pafied the rivulet without interruption } and continuing their retreat un^^ 
molefted, arrived at Chilambaram late at night> much fatigued with the 
0urmiihes they had fuftsuned, and with a march of 15 miles i the next 
day th^ returned to Fort St. David. 

. The intelligence gained during the expeditioi^ as wdl by th^ govern-^ 
ment of Fort St. David, as by the officers who had been in the country 
^f Tanjore, convinced every one that the caufe <^ Saujohee was deftitut^ 
of abettors amongft his countrymen. The Engliih notwithftanding 
determined to continue the war 1 but this refolution did not now jmxk 
ceed fi) much from the intention of reftoring Saujohee, as from the de- 
fire of wiping out, by fome fuccefs, the reproach of having retreated 
before the arms of an Indian prince, and fit>m the views of making fiune 
acquifitions that might compenfate the earpences which had already 
been incurred. The fort of Devi-Cotah is fitualed in a populous country^ 
in v^ch manufadures of linnen proper for the company's trade are 
fabricated s and the territory in its neighbourhood is the nK>fl fertile 
pact of the coafl of Coromandel. On this coafl, from Mafulipatnam 
10 Cape Comorin, there is no port capable of receiving a ihip of 300 
tons burden ; which defeA iiibjedts the navigation of thefe parts to great 
riiques at particular feafons. The mouth of the river Coleroon, near 
Devi-Cotah, is indeed generally obftruded byfands, but the channel 
within the bar is deep enough to receive fhips of the largefl burden ; 
and it was thought that die bar itfelf might with ibme labour and expence 
be removjcd ; if this fhould be effeded, the coaft of Coromandel would, 
be no longer without a harbour, and the greateft advantages would ao 
cnie to the European natkm which fliould ukism the excluiive pofleffioo. 

of 
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ef It. b was therefore determined to make the reduction of Dev^- r749< 
Cbtah the principal oljed of the new expeditbn, which it was dioi^ht 
ifTOuki be amply compenikted by gaining pofleiSon of this place, efcii 
if no faidier advantages accrued fiom the war. 

The whole body of die company's troops, amounting widi the artfl-* 
leiy-men to 800 Europeans, togedierwith 1500 Sepoys, were ordeied 
on die expedidon, under the command of major Lawrence. From the 
difiSculdes already experienced in approaching Devi^Cotah by land, it 
was determined that die army (hould now proceed by iea : the Euro-- 
peansi widi the ardllery and bf^age, were embarked on board fix fhips,. 
diree of the line and three belonging to the company, and the Sepoys 
accompanied the (hips in large boats, u&d fay die people of Coromandel 
to carry on their traffick along die coaft. The veilels arrived at dier 
fame mouth of the Coleroon where the fhips of the former expedition: 
had anchored ; and the troops and ftores pafled ii^ boats up the arm of 
the river which led to Devi*Cotah, and were landed oh die oppofit« 
flior^ firom which k was determined to batter the fort,, becaufe the 
ground on the other fide was marihy and covered with woods, and the 
king of Tanjore's army was encamped under the walk.^ 

The fort was about a mile in circumference, having fix unequal fides ^ 
and die walls were about 1 8 feet high, built of ftone, the mi^ry of 
which was in moft parts broad enough to form a rampart, without 
any addition of earth : and were flanked at unequal diftances by pro» 
jeding towers, jfome of which were circular, and others iquare. The 
Englifh fired acrofs the river obliquely upon the eaflera fide of the fort 
from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a piafticable breach^ > 
The enemy did not return the fire, nor attempt to repair the breach, but 
employed themfelves in carrying on an intienchment fsom the bank of 
the river acrois the fide of the fort which the Englifh attacked. 

The paflage of the troops over the river was rendered dangerous, botlv 
bj the rapidity of the ilream, and by die numbers who had taken pof^ 
feiiion of the thickets which covered the oppofite ihore. John Moor, a 
carpenter belongbg to one of the men of war, offered his fervice, and 
made a ftage capable of recdving 400 men, which was launched at 
ibme difla&ce below die battery, and towed trpto it againft the ftream^ 

The 
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X74<^. The raft eoold only be soowd aero^ the tiver hy ropes» fixed with 
pttUies oa the oppofite bank ; but the ftations of cbc enemy tendered 
tlauA a wry hasrardous eoteipriae : the fame carpenter who had made 
the raft, oHered to execute this fcrvioe likewife, and in the middle of 
a very dark night fvram over the rivers carrying the end of a rope with 
him« which he £ifbned to the root of a large tree within a few yards 
of one of the enemy's advanced guards^ by whom he was not discovered. 
The rope was fimk in ^e water, that the enemy might not perceive 
it } and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the firfl detachment of 
400 Europeans, with dsree field piectt, embarked upon die raft 1 at the 
iame time the four pieces of battering cannoni^ with fix field pieces, be- 
gan to fire with great vivacijCy upon the oppofite thickets, to deter die 
Tujorioes from approaching the bank near enough to dtfcover the rope. 
They were fi> much furprized at this new and unexpected manner of 
approach, d\at, fortunately, fy>ne of them gae[kd the means by ^ich 
it was performed. The walls and towers of the fort were manned with 
multitudes, who, as well as Aofe under cover of the thickets, fired 
trregularly, but without interroifiioni fiom their matdilocks ; but the 
detachment, although much galled» refrained fix)m returning the fir^ 
left ^ bofile of handling dieir arms fhouldoverfet the raft, whkjt in a 
quarter ci an hour ^dned the fhore. The troops advanced immediately 
to diQodge die Tanjorines pofted in the thkkets, who retreated as fbon 
as they were fired upon, and took (heher either within the fort, or bdiind 
the projedions of the towers. The raft was fent back, and in die fpace 
of two hours made feveral pafi&ges,durmg whkh the enemy kept xxp a con* 
tinual fire, both on the troops that were landed, and on thofe on die raft» 
and killed 30 Europeans and 50 Sepoys hefon the whde army had pafled 
the river. 

Major Lawrence determined to ftorm the breach without delay. The 
entrenchment which die Tanjorines intended to throw up before it, was 
left unfiniflied j for the Coolejrs quitted the. work as fbon as it was ad* 
vanced fo far as to place diem in the line of the fhot battering the walls. 
The part which was finifhed was neverthclcfs of fome fervice, for it 
commanded the ground over which the Englifh troops were obliged to 

march to the attack, and likewife flanked the breach itfelf. About fifty 

yards 
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yaids in front of the entrenchment ran a deep and miry rivalet^ which 
extended quite acrofs the ifland on which Dari-Cotah is fituated. 

Lieutenant Clrve offered his iervice to mfi^ Lawrence to lead the 
attack; and the inajor, who had remarked the ri£ng military genius 
of this officer, y^y readily gave him the poft of honour he requeiled. 
A platoon of 34 Europeans, with 700 Sepoys, w^e appointed for this 
fervice, who were to be fupported by the whcJe artny ai foon ad die 
entrenchment ihouki be carried. The Europeans, marching at the head 
d£ the Sq>oy3, croSed the rivulet with difficult, and &nir of l^m were 
kiUed by the fire from the fort before they gained the oppofite bank. 
As foon as a part of the Sepoys had psf&d itkewife, lieutenant CUve 
advanced briikly with the Europeans, intending «d mtack the en>- 
trendiment in flank at that end where the Cooieys had difcontkiued the 
work. Hie Sq>oys who had pafied the rivulet, inftead dT following 
clofely, as they were ordered, mmamed at the bank, waiting un^ 
they were joined by greater numb^ s. The enemy perceived this negle<f}, 
which left die rear oif the £uropean6 expofed : a number of horie weie 
concealed along the ibuth lide of the fott, between the prcjedions di the 
Cdwen ; the neareft of wfakh was not tnore than forty yards JFrom. thiit 
part of die entreiKQhment which lieutenant Qive was preparing Vo attack. 
Joft as his men were pr^eniing tiiek mufkets to fite, a par^ of hori& 
fuihed fwdrd in h^nd fiom behind the tower, and by a rapid evolu^ 
lion, which miinifefled die excellency both c^ the horfes and the riders,, 
foil on the rear of the platoon with fo much impctuofily, that the men 
had no time to fate about and defond themfelves, and in an inftant 26' 
of the ^atoon wetie tut to {Heces» A horfeman had his fword uplifted tt>* 
ftrike at lieutenant Clive, who efcaped the blow by ftepping on one fide 
whilft the horfo pai][ed him ; he then ran towards the Sepoys, whom he 
hud the good fortune to join, being one of four who wete all that efcaped 
from this flaughter. He found the Sepoys drawn up in ordet, but they 
had not advanced a ftep to fuppoft die platoon. The Tahjorihc hotfe,. 
fatisfied with their fuccefs, did not profecute their advantage by attack- 
ing die Sepoys, but returned to the ftations from whence thfey had made- 
the onfct. 

Major 
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174^. Major Lawrence, on this difafter, determined to attack the trench 
wrkh all the Europeans, who now crofled the rivulet, and advanced in 
-a comp0L& hody, with a platoon of grenadiers at their head. The ene- 
my kept up an irregular fire until the grenadiers came to the trench, 
«id then they took flight along the (buthem fide of the fort : The Eng* 
li(h troops immediately moved up to the breach, when the Tanjorine 
horie falUed again from behind the tower; arid were fufFered to 
approach within fourteen yards before the firft platoon gave its fire, 
which was £0 well direded that it flruck down fourteen horfement 
jdiis execution flung the refl into fuch confufion that they immediately 
fled back> and the troops mounting the breach, found it abandoned by 
the gairifi>B, whom they di&overed hurrying from all quarters of the 
fovt to make their efcape out of the oppofite gateway : at the fame time 
«dl the Tanjorine horfe, amounting to 10,000, quitted their flations near 
the fort, and retreated to the weflward* 

Sonie of the officers examining the difierent buildings of the ibrt^ 
£>und in one of the chambers a Tanjorine laying on the ground defpe^ 
xatdy wounded, whom^ incapable of moving without afMahce, the 
^^arriibn in their precipitate flight had neglefted to carry off, aldio' he was 
an officer of rank, and an Indian of a very high cafl. He was taken care 
of, but witha foUen obftintcy refufed eveiy kind of alMance, and would 
jipt fubmit to the neceffary opemtions, until he found that the furgecm 
intended to ufe force* He was no ipoher left alone than he fbipped off 
Jdie handagos, and attempted to put an end to his life, by tearing open 
lus wounds ; ibme perfons were therefore appointed to watch him con* 
tinually, and he was removed into a thatched hut in a diflant part of 
the fort, that his refl might not be diffairbed by the bufinefs neceflary 
to be carried on near the chamber where he was firfl difcovered« Find«» 
sag himfelf conflantly watched, he behaved for three days with (6 much 
compofure, that they^ to whofe care he was entrufled, thought he was 
reconciled to life, and relaxing their attention, left him in the night, aa 
they imagined, afleep ; but they were no fboner got to ibme diftance, 
than the Tanjorine crept to the corner of the hut, where a lamp wss 
burning, and with it let fire to the thatch, which, in that dry fea£>n qf 
the year, caught the blaze fo fiercely, that he was fuflbcated before it 
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could be extinguiihed. This ladian fell a martyr to his ideas of the 
impurity he had contraded by fufiering Europeans to adminifter to his 
wants. 

• The troops were employed for a few days in repairing the breach^ and 
in odier works neceffary to put the fort in a good ftate of defence $ after 
which major Lawrence detached a party of loo Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, to take pofleilion of the pagoda of Achevaram, laying five niUes 
to the ibuth-wefl: of Devi-Cotah. All the pagoda's on the coail of Co- 
romandel are built on the fame general plan : a large area, which is 
commonly a fquare, is inclofed by a wall of 15 or 20 feet high, jmd 
in the middle of the area are the temples, which, as if it was intended 
that they fhould be concealed from public view, are never raiied above 
the hdght of the furrounding wall. In the middle of one or more of 
die fides of this wall is a gateway, over which is built a high tower, not 
defigned as a defence to the pagoda, but as an hiflorical monument of 
die gods to whom it is dedicated ; £>r the four faces of the tower are 
crouded with fculptures, reprefenting the attributes and adventures of thefe 
divinities. The pagoda of Achevaram is a fquare of which each of the fides 
extends about 300 yards : it wasfuirendered to theEnglifh detachment on 
the firft funmions by the Bramins, who intreated diem not to enter the 
more fitcred places : but the Tanjorine army no fboner heard diat the Eng* 
liih had got pofiHfion of it, than their horror of the pollutions to which 
their temple was expofed^ infpired them with a refohition, which neidier 
their attachment to their prince, nor their notions of military honour, 
would have produced^ A party of 5000 men marched fh>m the camp, 
and as focm as it was night attacked the pagoda ; fome with ladders at^ 
tempting to mount the walls, whilft others endeavoured to bum dowfi 
the gate, by piling up againfl: it large bundles of ftraw mixed widi 
other combuflible matters^ The Englifh, knowing they fiiould all be 
p\it to the fword, if the Tanjorines retook the place, defended diemielves 
vigoroully : fbme were employed in overietting the ladders, whilft odiers 
fired upon thofe who attempted to mount them. The guard who 
defended the gate opened the wicket, firing through it and pulhing 
down the bundles of ftraw with their halberts : the enemy ftill perfified 
to buRg more flraWj and continued their attacks until break of day, 
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1749. when they retreated, having loft near 300 men : only five or fix of the 
defenders were killed. The next day major Lavirrencc marched with 
the ^reateft part of the army to captjun Cope's afliftancc, and the 
^anjorines made no farther attempts. 

By this time admiral Bofcawen and the government of Fort St. David 
had fufficient reafon to believe, that any future undertaking againft the 
kingdoni of Tanjore would be attended with great difficulties. At the 
fame time the king made propofals of accommodation. The Bnglifli 
ftipulated' that the fort of Devi-Cotah, with as much land adjoining to 
it as would produce the annual income of 9000 pagoda's, fhould be 
ceded to the Eaft India company for ever : that the king of Tanjore 
(hould rcimburle the expences of the war ; and that he (hould allow 
Saujohce a penfion of 4000 rupees. ; they oMtging themfelves to be 
anfwerable for his perfon, as likewife that he (hould never give any 
more difturbance to the kingdom. The king of Tanjore acceded with- 
out hefitation to thefe conditions ; but his compliance did not proceed fb 
much fi-om his dread of the Englifh arms, as from his fenfe of the danger 
with which his kingdom was threatened, in confequence of events which 
happened a few days before in the Carnatic, and which had ftruck the 
whole coaft of Coromandel with conftemation. 

Chunda-faheb^ made prifoner by the Marattocs, when tfiey took the 
city of Tritchanopoly in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo 
much importance^ that they not only kept him under the ftridteft con- 
finement> but rgeded all the offers he made for his ranibm, as much 
inferior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him to pay. The 
rlcheft prince in Indoftan never hefitates to plead poverty whenever 
money is to be paid ; and Chunda-faheb, either unable or unwilling to 
£itisfy their exorbitant demands, remained in his confinement, corre- 
fponding for fix years vtrith his fi-iends in different provinces, and fug- 
gefting to them the means of inducing the Morattoes to fet him at li« 
berty for a moderate fom. 

The chiefs who were related to the former fucceflion of Nabobs, which 
ended by the aflaffination of the young Seid Mahomed, retained their 
averfion to the reign of An'war-adean Khan ; but they faw no one 
amongft themfelves in the Carnatic endowed with fuffident power and 
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rqputatxm to attempt the recovery of the government into their own 
family. There exiftcd indeed at Vandevafli a brother of Seid Mahomed, 
bora after the death of their father, the Nabob Subder-ally Khan ; but 
the infancy of this prince rendered him unfit to appear at thr head of a 
confederacy : And altho' Mortiz'-ally Khan, the gpvernor of Velore, was 
a near relation to the former Nabobs, and poflefled a large domain 
with great treafures, yet hia extreme pufillanimlty rendered him inca- 
pable of heading a dangerous enterprize, and the knowledge of his 
treacherous difjx)fition deftroyed all confidence in the engagements he 
might enter into. Of the reft, none had great reputation as generals, 
nor great power as princes ; but, coUeSed under a proper head, their 
(trength might become formidable. 

Chunda-fahcb had made his way to the higheft offices of the govern- 
ment by hi( fword, and was efteemed the ableft foldier that had of late 
years appeared in theCarnatic. His contempt of the (brdid means by which 
moft of the Indian princes amafs treafures, had gained him the affe<flions 
of the whole province; and an excellent underftanding contributed to make 
his charadter univerfally revered. The reft of the chieiFs therefore concurred 
in regarding him as the fitteft perfon to enter into competition with An*- 
war-adean Khan for the Nabobfliip; but this teftimony of their deference 
for Ibmc time only ferved to rivet his fetters more ftrongly ; for the Mo- 
rattoes increaied their demands in proportion as they found the charadler 
of their prifoncr rifing in importance. 

The wife and fon of Chunda-faheb had remained at Pondicherry 
from the time that he was carried away by the Morattoes -, and the year 
after that event Mr. Duplebc arrived there, appointed governor-general 
of the French nation in India. He treated the family of Chunda-faheb, 
under his prote<9ion, with great refpedt ; and by a frequent intercourfe 
with the wife, very foon learnt the ftate of her hufband's affairs, and the 
difpofitions of his relations in the province. His fagacity diftinguiftied, in 
thefe latent principles of future convulfions, a poflibility of aggrandizing 
his nation in India, where many caufes concurred to prevent their eftab- 
liihmcnts from becoming fo eminently advantageous as he was ambitious 
of rendering them. 

The Englifh, eftabliftied in Indoftan many years before the French 
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1749. had made any fetdcments in the country, had confirmed in the nar« 
tives a prepofleiiion in their favour, by the punduality of their deal- 
ings, th? goodnefs of the commodities they imported, and, above all, 
by the great extent of their trade ; and this fuperionty perpetually inter- 
rupted the progrefs of the French commerce. At the fame time the 
affairs of all the European colonies were controuled by the Mogul govern- 
ment almofl as much as thofe of the natives themfelves, who are fubjedfc to 
the moft defpotic fway ; for tiidr trade was liable to the interruption of 
every great and petty officer through whoic diftrift or dq)artment it pailed ; 
and in Bengal, where Mr. Dupleix had refided for a long time, there never 
pafled a year in which the Nabob did not extort large fums of money 
from each of the European fettlements : garrifbns were maintained, and 
other military expences incurred, which greatly diminifhed the profits of 
the trade ; but fuch was the high opinion of the military flrength of the 
Indian governments, that the European troops were never employed in op- 
iition to the will o£ the prince of the country. At the fame time all the 
manufadlures of India proper for the markets of Europe had, from a 
long fucceffion of importations of filver, rifcn fo much in price, and 
diminifhed fb much in the goodnefs of the fabrick, that they afforded 
much lefs profit than in former times. The concurrence of thcfe difad- 
vantages convinced Mr. Dupleix that the trade of Indoflan was no longer 
worth the attention of France, nor indeed of any other nation in Europe; 
But difcovering the un military character of the natives, and the perpe- 
tual diffentions of their mlers, he was led to imagine, that by joining fbmc 
of thefe competitors he might gain by conqueft more advantages than 
any other European nation had hitherto derived fi-om trade. He therefore 
determined to profecute this plan, by giving afliftance to Chunda-faheb. 

Thefe ideas probably dictated thofe impediments which he flimg in 
&e way of Mr. de la Bourdonnais's operations, to prevent him fix)m 
employing his troops, after the capture of Madrafs, in other parts of 
India ; for at that time M. Dupleix held a conflant correfpondence with 
Chunda-faheb in his impriibnment, and they were then concerting the 
means of accomplifhing their mutual interefls. The meafure necefiaiy 
to be firfl carried into execution, was the releafe of Chunda-faheb 1 and, 
Mr. Dupleix guaranteeing the engagement^ the Morattoes were at lafl 
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iktisfied with 700,000 rupees, and conieflted to furnidi him with 3000 
of their own troops. 

With this force, and the fpirit of an adventurer, he left Sattarah in 
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to make conquefts wherever 
the opportunity prefented, until he fhould acquire, by contributions, 
the treafures neceflary to maintain an army fufficient to attack the 
province of Arcot. He arrived, during the Ifiege of POTrdicherry, 
on the weilern confines of the Carnatic, and found two Rajas at war: 
he fided with one of them, who, betrayed by fbme of his officersi 
was totally defeated in a general battle, in which it is faid that 
Chunda-faheb himfelf was taken prisoner, but that he was immediately 
releafed on producing a declaration from the king of the Morattoes.^ 
which enjoined all princes whomibever to re^Q: his perfbn, on pain of 
incurring the refcntment of the whole Morattoe nation. The greatefl; 
part of Chunda-faheb s troops were difperfed after this defeat, and he 
was left with only 300* men, when he received an invitation from the 
Raja of Chitterdourg, to come to his ailiilance, and take the command 
of his army againft the Raja of Bedrour, The territories of thefe two 
princes \iy near the eaflern confines of the country of Canara, which 
extends along die coafl of Malabar between die rivers Alega and Can^ 
gerecora. HXfafters could not deprefe the fpint of Chunda-faheb ; he 
marched away, with the handful of men he commanded, and arrived 
juft as the two armies were ready to engage. In this battle his courage 
and fkill were fo well feconded by the troops of Chitterdourg, that he 
obtained a complete vidory : diree thouiand of the enemy's horfe, afters 
die defeat, oftered their fervice to him, whom he took into his pay, 
and likewife 2500 of the troops of his ally : fb that he now faw him>- 
felf at the head of 6000 men : but diis force being ftill infufficieht to 
attempt the conqueft of the Carnatic,. he found reibnrces in the corir 
Sequences of other events, which had lately happened- at Delhi,, and in 
the government of dfie foubahfhip of the fouthern provinces. 

The Great Mogul> Mahomed Schab, who had fufifered m 1739 the 
humiliation of laying his crown at the feet of Thamas Kouli Khan, by 
whom he was again reinftated in the monarchy <^ Indoftan, continued; 
to govern the empire with {q trembling a hand, that the principal officers 
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1749* <«f 1ms <(Mrt adkd in thek ieverd ikpaitments without conttoui^ and be^ 
<:amc a terror to their ibvereign. In the beginning of the year 1748, 
the Pitao$» from the countries north of LahcH-e, advanced towards Delhi 
^iih a veiy awaaerous army« The Mogul 5 troops, headed by his ion 
iVhmed Sdiah, marched againft them s and during their abfence, the 
Vizir, with fcvcral Omrahs, took poflfeffion of the palace, and murdered 
Mahomed Schah. His fon returned vidorious over the Pitans, and 
affc(5lcd to abdicate his right to the throne, until he had got the^principal 
perfons who bad conipired againft hig father into his power : be then 
jcatdfed them to be put to death, and afcended the throne with the ap* 
pcarance of more refblution than had been exerted by any of his prede- 
reflbrs iince the death of die great Aurengzeb. 

* Ahmed Schah, confidering the indepcndance of Nizam al multick as 
:fhe princ^al fource of the oiormities pradifed by the Omrahs at Delhi, 
«v3io were in conftant corre^ondence with this prince, endeavoured 
jto induce faim to come to court, where it is probable the fame fate as 
the con^irators liad fufFered was prepared for him. The Mogul's fblli- 
citations, and t:vca his injonftions, could not prevail on the crafty Soubah 
to quit his province 5 but it is faid, that they created fb much unea£ne6 
in liis mind, tliat his end, already approaching with extreme old age, 
nvas haflened by his apprehenlions of the onexpeded dangers to which 
Ids latter days were expofed. It was believed in the provinces of his 
igovernment, that he had poiibned himfelf : this report (hews the readineis 
with which the people of Indoftan afcribc the deaths of their princes to 
Snifter caufcs ; for Nizam al muluck was 104 years old at the time of 
his death, which happened in 1748, a few months after the acceflion of 
•the Mogul Ahmed Schah. 

He left five ions : the cldcft, Ghazi-o'-din Khan, held the poft of cap- 
•tain-gencral of the empire at Delhi : the fecond, Nazir-jing, had once 
"fled from his father's court, and appeared in arms againft him. The 
father took the field j and when the two armies were near each other, 
'confined himfelf to his tent fb ftriftly, that by firft making his own army 
' believe he was reduced to the point of death by ficknefs, the report wis 
likewifc believed in the camp of Nazir-jing, and by Nazir-jing him- 
felf, to whom meffengers were continually fent with pathetic invita- 
tions 
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tioos from his fadier, deiiring to embrace hicn befc^e he died. The 
ftntagem vras {o well conduded, that Nsizir-^jing at laft determined to 
pay the vifit, and no fooner entered Niaam al muluck^s tent than he was 
arrefted, and put in irons, and accompanied hi& father under this reftraint- 
during fcveral months, untfl Nisam al muluck being perfuaded of hh 
Contrition, accepted of his fubmiiTions, and (ct him at liberty j after 
which he was not guilty of any diibbedience. The other three fons had 
not diilinguiihed themfelves either for good or evil^ but had always 
remained conftant attendants at their father's court. 

The great men in Indoilan bear great affedion to their children 
during their infancy; but as ibon as thefe arrive at the age o£ 
emancipation^ the perpetual intrigues of an Indian court render ihem,' 
from being a confolation to their parents, the ob^&B of their mii^ 
truft : for there are never wanting thofe who endeavoinr to engage 
diem in parties, and even in plots : from hence it oftea happens, that 
a prince, in his latter days, lives without afFedion to his own ions, and 
gives every kind of paternal prefia-ence to his grandchildren; andthi^ 
recurs fo frequendy to obfervation, that one of the oriental poets^ has 
fidd, ^ diat the parents have, during the life of their fons, fuch over^ 
weening afiedtion for their grandchildren, becaufe th^ fee in then 
&e enemies of their enemies." Amongft the grandfons of Nizam al 
muluck was one bom of his favourite daughter. This yowag man, 
called Hidayec mohy^Mlean, he had always kept near his peribn, and chc« 
rifhed with great a£S?<ftion, infomuch that, immediately after hi^ deaths 
a report prevailed, that he had in his will not only appointed this grand--^ 
&)n to inherit the greateft part of his treafures, but had likewiie named 
him his fuccefibr in the government of the fbuthern provinces. It is 
very difficult to afwCrtain dieauthenticityof any of thewotteaaAsafcrib^ 
ed to the princes of Indoflan, for iifing a fe^ as their fignature, the im)* 
predion is eafily counterfeited 3 and this, as well as odier methods of 
forgery, are commonly pradifed without fcrupfc, whenever it is thought 
expedient to have rccourfe to them : fo that we cannot determine whether 
the report of the bequcft made by Nizam al muluck to his grandfbn 
was well grounded, or without foundation: it is certain, that it was 
generally believed. As a feudatory to the Mogul empire, Nizam al 
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1749. muluck had no right to bequeath even his treafures^ much lefs his 
ibvemgnty ; but it is now niany years that the fundamental regula- 
tions of the. empire have been infringed with impuniQr by the gover- 
AOfB of the provinces of Indoftan. 

Nazir-jing had for ibme time commanded his father's army, and avail- 
4^ himfelf of the power derived from his offices to oppofe the pretenfions 
af his nephew Hidayet mohy*o-dean. He began by feizing Nizam al<* 
muluck's treafures, and with theie prepared to keep pofTeflion of the fb- 
vereignty : he pretended, that his father had named his eldefl ion Ghazi- 
o'-din Khan to be his heir : and that Ghazi-o -din Khan preferring the 
employment he held at the court of Delhi, had ceded to him the ^mbah- 
ihip of the fouthem provinces : and that this fovereignty was confirmed 
IX) him firom the throne, 

Amongft other inftances of the contempt with which die majefty of 
the emperor is treated, the governors of provinces have of late years not 
only counterfeited, without hefitatbn, letters, orders and patents, from 
' the court, but have even hired men to adt the part of officers invefbd 
by the Great Mogul with the power of conferring with them on the 
affiurs of their government. Thefe mock delegates are received with great 
pomp in the capital : the vice-roy or Nabob humbles himfelf before the 
pretended rq>refentative, who delivers in public his credendals, and 
die fictitious (M'ders he has been inffaiided to enforce. Thefe mea- 
fures are pra£tiied to appeaie the minds of the people^ who flill 
retain fb much reverence to the blood of Tamerlane, that a viceroy 
always thinks it neceflary to create an opinion amongfl them that 
he is a favourite with the emperor, even when he is in arms againfl his 
authority* Both Nazir-jing and. tlidayet mohy*o-dean exhibited patents 
fix>m the Mogul, and produced delegates from Delhi. Hidayet mohy« 
o-dean gave out that the emperor, on appointing him to fucceed to hi» 
grandfather's eflates, had dignified him with the name of Murzafa-jing, 
or The Invincible ; by which he was afterwards diflinguifhed. But the 
wealth of which Nazir-jing had taken pofiefiion enabled him to keep 
his father's army in pay ; and this was fo numerous, that the forces 
which Murzafa-jing had coUeded were not fufiicient to oppofe him with 
9ny probability of fuccefs. This princd tb^efore kept the fjeld in th$ 
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countries weft of Gfol-kondah, with an army of 25,000 men, waiting 
for fbme 4ucky event that might enable him to attack his uncle with 
more probability of fuccefs* 

Chunda-faheb, loon after his fuccefs at Chitterdourg, heard of the 
fituation of Murzafa-jing's affairs, and regarding him as a prince, who, 
like himielf, from the fimilarity of their fortunes, was obliged to try the 
chance of bold and defperate enterprizes, he determined to join Murzafa- 
jing, and offer him the fervice of his fword : his military reputation caufed 
him to be received with open arms, and the troops which he brought with 
him were taken into Murzafa-jing*s pay. Chunda-faheb highly ac4 
knowledged his right to the foubafhip of the fouthem provinces, and foon 
gained his confidence by the zeal he expr^ed for his caufe : he then ex- 
plained his own pretenfions to the government of the Carnatic, and eafily 
prevailed on his new lord to confirm his titles by letters patent, appoint^ 
ing him to the nabobfhip of Arcot ; but the obtaining of this favour 
was not the only proof of the great alcendance which he had acquired 
over the young prince's mind. He repreiented that the countries neaf 
Gol-kondah were too much awed by the terror of Nazir-jing's army to 
declare in Murzafa-jing's favour^ until he could colle£); a much greater 
force than that which accompanied hini at prefent ; and that the fame 
dread would be a perpetual obflacle to the augmentation of his army 
in the countries where he now kept the field; bqt that his force 
was fully fufficient for the conqueft of the Carnatic againft his own 
rival An'war-adeao Khan ; that this conqueft, by putting them in pof- 
feflion of the extenfive territories which lay between Arcot and Cape 
Comorin^ would fumifh fuch refources both of men and money, as 
might enable him to return and attack Nazir-jing with equal force. 
Chunda-faheb then offered himfelf as the companion and dDndudtor of 
Murzafa-jing until this hardy enterprize fhould be accomplifhed, or, if 
fortune frowned, until they fhould both perifh in the attempt. The 
romantic caft of this projedt could not fail of making the ftrongeft im<^ 
preflion on the mind of a young prince naturally brave, and annj^itious 
of acquiring a fbvereignty. Murzafa-jing now looked upon Chunda- 
faheb as his guardian angelj and agreed implicitly to follow all his 
' views. 
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1749. Mr. Dupkix very jfoon received ihteUigcncc rf thefc refdutions, afxi 
was invited to take part in the preyed, with afTurances of fec^Ivii^ coor 
fidcrable advantages for himfelf and the French Eaft India CQmpaiv|r, 
if it fucceedcd. Nothing could be more conformable to his views than 
fuch an opportunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation and 
the imerefls of his nation in India. As foon as he heard that Murzafa* 
jing'6 itmy approached the confines of the Camatic» he ordered 400 
]Sur<^e«n^ 9nd aooo Sepoys to march and join them* This body was 
cmnmanded by Mr. d'Auteuil, and accompanied by Raza-iaheb» the iba 
of Cbuada-faheb, vAio bad refided at Pondicherry during the whole 

^iim of hifi father's imprifi>nment. 

Ao'war-^adean Khan, the Nabob of Arcott from his acoeflion after 
the murder of Seid Mahomed, had governed the Carnatie without m* 
ccking any dsihirbance frpm intefHne commotions, and very litde froin 
fc^gfi hoflilibes i for aU the militaiy operations of his reign had co»* 
fitted in the reduftidn of certain Polygars, Who, fipm territories confinii^ 
CO the CarnatiCt had made fome predatory incurfions into the province. 
But his attention had been conftandy fi jed on the perfon of Chunda^ 
iaheb : h« kept emii&ries at Sattarah, to obierve him during his con^ 
finement, which it is probable he protraified by [bribing the Morattoes. 
As foon as Chunda-iaheb was {et at liberty, the Nabob never doubted, 
how much £)ever he diflembled, tliat the time approached when he 
fliould he obl^ed to maintain his gqveinndent by his fwoid. He re-* 
formed his army, which, like thofe of moft Indian princes in times of 
peace, was compoied of an undiicipliaed raUbJe, andenliiled none but 
the beft men and hories. Of diefe he formed a well-appointed artny, 
confifting of 1 2,000 cavalry and 8000 infantry, and with this force de« 
termined to defend the entrance of the Camatic to extremity : but an* 
Other meafure equally neceiiaiy to his prefervaiion he omit;^ s for he 
negkAed, probably from the pariimony of his difpofition, to afk from 
the EngUih the afBftance of a body of their tropps i and ihe Engliih, 
employed in fupportihg a nuich lefs important caufe, were equally blind 
to their real intcreft, in neglecting to join the Nabob of their own accord, 
as iocs as they found the French determined to fupport his rival. 

Chunda^ 
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Chunda-ikhcb and Mureafa-jing approached, levying contributions in 1749. 
the countries thro* which they paffcd, in virtue of the quality of Soubah 
affumed by Mur2afa.)ing. In their progrcfs they likewife augmented 
the number o£ their troops, which, when arrived at the borders of the 
Carn^tic, amounted to 40,000 men. The troops fent from Pondicheny. 
croffing the weftem mountains, at a diftancc from An'war-adean Khan^s 
army, joined Murasafa-jing without oppofitionj who immediately poo- 
ceccted to attack the Nabob, and found him encamped, with zO,ooa 
men, under the fwt of Amour, laying 50 miles weft of Arcot, and 
about 30 to: the fouth of Damal*^erri, where Doaft-ally Khaa waa 
lul&d fighting: agabft ttxe Morattoes m 1741. This fort of Amour is 
built on the fiimmit of a mountain, between which and a laige lake at 
ibmediftance from it is one of the principal pafles .leading into the Cac«, 
natic* The Nabob had dirown up acrofs the pafi. a flrong. entrendmieofi 
defended by cannon, whkh was ferved by about 60 vagabond Euro-^ 
petfQS, Thtf ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water from dw 
laiee ;. with which the Nabob had likewife caufed the ground in iix>nt ta 
be overflowed. 

Mr. d'Auteuil offered to Ghunda-^iaheb to ilorm the entrenchment witfar 
the troc^s fent from Pondicherry, without the ailiftance <^ uiy part^ of 
Muczafa-jingV army *,, and Chunda-&hd>, glad of an opportunity ta 
fhew that prince die great fervices which the European allies he had 
procured &r him weie capable of perforoiing, readily accepted the ofiler* 
The French feldier» were animated by exaggerated reprefentations of 
the great treafures and other valuable plunder ia the Nabob's .camp, and 
advanced widi the Sepoys refolutely to the attack ; but they were re« 
pulfedy chiefly by the Nabobis artillery, of which the firft difcharge 
was well pointed, and did execution : they rallied, and made a fecond 
attack, which lafted more than half an hour, and many of them had 
BOW mounted the breaft-work of die entrenchment ; but they were again 
beat off, and obliged to retire ^ and ia this attack Mr. d' Auteuil was 
wounded; Stimulated b^ the expectations which were entertained of 
their proweis by Chunda-fahcb and Murzafa-^ng, who with the whole 
army under their command had been fpedlators of the repulfes they 
had fiiftained, they refolved to make another eflfort ; at the fame time 
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tibe courage of the defenders had been ftagjgered by the'pfogrefs which 
the French troops had made in the preceding attdck j fo that Mr. d'Au- 
tcuil now found Icfs refiftanoe than he expected, and thi; French got 
Qver the breaft-work with little lofs. The different bodies poiled to dc- 
fpnd the intrenchment took flight as foon as they faw the French in 
pofleflion of it : thefe formed^ and advanced in order towards the 
enemy's main body, where the Nabob's ftandard was di^layfed. He 
was here in perfon, mounted on an elepiiant, and furrounded, accord^* 
ing to the Indian military array, by the chofen cavalry of his army> 
whom he was animating wdth great ipirit to ftand their ground, when 
numbers of the troops of Murzafa-jing, led by Chunda-faheb, having 
crofied the entrenchment, joined the French battalion, and appeared 
advancing with them. In this inflant the Nabob was informed that the 
ftandard of Maphuze.Khan, his eldeil fon, who commanded a wing 
of the main body, had difappeared, and that Maphuze Khan himlelf 
was flain by a cannon (hot. In the firil agitations caufed by this dif- 
after, he perceived the elephant of Chunda-faheb, and knew the enfigns 
of his rival : more than one paflion was now excited ; and the Nabobs 
furious by the fight of the author of this calamitous day, ordered die 
condudlor of his elephant, with the promife of a great reward, to pufh 
direftly againft the elephant of Chunda-faheb. A part of die French 
battalion was in the way : they fired *, a ftibt from the mufquet of a 
Caffre went through the Nabob^s heart, and he fell from his elephant 
dead on the plain. As it generally happens in the batdes of Indoilan 
on the death of the commander in chief, all thofe troops who had hi- 
therto appeared determined to ftand by the Nabob's ftandard fled, as foon 
as he fell, and the roiit became general. Murzafa-jing's troops pur- 
fued the fugitives, took many, and killed more. Amongft the flain were 
diree or four principal officers; and amongft thofe who furrendered 
was Maphuze Khan the Nabob's eldeft fon : his fon Mahomed-ally 
was likewife in the batde ; but he faved himfelf by taking flight. Twelve 
of the French battalion were killed, and 63 wounded : and about 300 
of their Sepoys were either killed or wounded : of Murzafa-jing's 
iariiiy very few were loft. This decifive battle was fought on the' 2 3d 
tof July : the vidorious army found the tents of the defeated ftand- 
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ing, and gctzt quantities of baggage in the camp, whidi diey plun^ 
dered : the booty was valuable ; &xty elephants, and a great number of 
hories> were taken ; which, with the artilleiy, arms, and military ftores, 
Chunda-faheb and Murza£i-Jing referved to themielves, and permitted 
&eir fbldiery to take the reft of the fpoil : the French battalion had their 
reward in money. The next day the army fct out for Aicot, the 
capital, and took pofleffion of the city and its fort without meeting any 
oppofition. - 

Murzafa-jing here ailumed all the ftate and ceremonial of a Soubahi! 
and, as the firft mark of bis authority, iflued letters patent appointing his 
fiiend Chunda-iaheb Nabob of the Carnatic, and of all the other dominion^ 
which had been under the juriididion of An'war*adean Khan. This fiid^ 
den revolution naturally ftruck with confternation all the chiefe and princes^ 
of the coaft of Cc^omandel who wiihed ill to the caufe of Chunda^faheb* 
Foremoft of thefe was the kmg of Tanjore, whofe anoeftor, at the time? 
that the Moors conquered the Camatic, fubmitted on condition of go^ 
veming his countiy by its original cuftoms ; and for the enjoyment of 
this priviledge agreed to pay an annual tribute, as well as to furnifh i 
contingency of troops whenever the government of the Camatic (hould 
be at war in fupport of the interefts of the great Mogul. When Chun-t 
da-faheb, in 1736, was confirmed in the government of Tritchanopdy^ 
he fummoned the king of Tanjore to account for arrears of tribute, and 
pretended that he had in other refpefts offended againft the fbvereignty 
of the emperor. A war enfued, in whigh Chunda-faheb befieged the 
capital of Tanjore, but without fuccefs. The dread entertained of his 
ambition by the princes of the Ibuthem parts of the peninfula, togctfier ' 
with tiieir deteftation of the violations committed by his troops in their 
temples, induced thefe princes, and above all the king of Tanjwe, to 
iollicit the Morattoes to invade the Carnatic, at the fame time that 
Nizam al muluck, from other motives, was inftigating that people to 
attack iL The difaflers brought on the reigning family at Arcot^ and 
the detriment which Chunda-faheb hinaielf had fuffered by the incur-- 
iion of- the Morattoes, were fuch as left no hopes of reconciliation ia 
thofe who had contributed to bring about that revolution* The news 
of the battle of Amour reached Tanjore whilft the Englifli troops under 
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the eomniltod of ^^or Ltwrence^were ii^ tiie cduntry,, and ftrocl^ tlie* 
Mag witib fo much, terror, diat, tb^ gain theip fiiendibipi or evea to makp. 
them ceafe hoftilities at this critical coquodure,. he woukL^ if infifted ofi» 
have agreed to much harder terms than thofe which the Eng^iih ioapoSsd^ 
After the ratification of the trea^ by which Devi-Gotah was cedbd^t 
Major Lawrence, leaving a garrifon in diat fort, returned with; the miL 
of the troops to Fort St. David, where news had been lately received 
thsK: a peace was concluded in Europe between Great Britain and, 
Ffance* 

The rtfipoludon at Arcot did not fail to creltte much fdlicitude in the 
Bng^ at Fort St Davids and the part which Mr. Dupkix had taken 
ia if^ fiiffidently explained his ambitkms views : but unf^tunately theic 
own proceedings at Ais very time againft the king of Tanjore defbx>yed 
the pmpriety of any protefts again^l Dupldx's condud ; for th^ could 
occufe him of nothing, which they had not done themfelves. Amid^ 
log therefore ai^ di&ufSons on the batde of Amour, they confined 
riiemfelves for the prefent to demand the reftoratioa q£ Madrais^ vdbuch. 
the French^ by an article in the peace of Aix k Ghapelle, were obLigpd 
to deliver up. Mr. Bofcawen, with a part of the f^padron, failed 
diither to take pofleffion of the town : it was evacuated in the middle 
of Auguft; and the Engliih received it in a condition very diflerentfiom 
Aiat in which they had left it. The buildings within the Whits 
Town had fufiercd no alteration ; but the baftions and batteries of this 
quarter had been enlarged and improved. The French had utteily d&- 
moliihed diat part of the Black Town which lay within 300^ yards 
from die White ; in which fpace had flood the buildings beloii^ng 
to the moik opulent Armenian and Indian merchants : with the mins 
they had formed an excellent g^ads, which covered &e north fide o£ the 
White Town ; and they had likewife flung, up another to the fbudi &ie. 
The defences of the town remained ftill much in&rior to thofe of Fort 
St David, where the fortifications had been fo much improved, -that 
the Eafi: India company ordered, during, the war, the piefidency of their 
fittlements on the coafl of Coromandd to he continued hete. 

Mr. Boicawen, during his fhy at Madraii^ . dxfcoveted that the Indian 
EcHnaa Catholics wha- mfided at St Thomci. and formed the great):il 
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patt c£ die Inhabitants of ^ tawn, were, by &e influence of fheir 1749 

priefts, uttached to cbe l^rench, as brethren of the fame perfuafion* By 

the conftant intercourfe anfing from the vicinity of the two towns, the 

priefts of St. Thom^ wete enabled to get intelligence of the trania^tiom 

of the Engliih at Madrafi, and never failed to communicate them to 

Mr. Dupleix, vrho gave out diat Mursafa^jing had made over the pro^ 

petty of St Thom^ to the French company. Mr. Boicawen. to remow 

the prcfent inconveniences, and to prevent the greater detriments rnhidi 

would arife by the eftablifliment of a Fiench garrifon in the town, tooli 

poflefiion of it for the £ngU0i company. The town had for many years 

belonged to the Nabobs of Arcotj and after the death of An'virar-adeaii 

Khan feemed to belong to nobody, fpr there were no officers either av3 

or military acting with authority in the place. All the fufpefted priefl* 

wene baniihcd ; and one of them, who had been fent by Mr.Dupleis 

from Poodicheny , was put on board a fhip, and traniported to Europet 

The Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and a imall redoubt, capsUe 

of containing about 30 men, was raiied at the mouth of the river. 

In the mean time Murza^-jing and Chunda*faheb were employed at 
As^ot in iettliQg the affair; of their new goveron^ent, they (iimmoned all 
the chieis of diArids, and governors of forts, friends as well as foes, to 
pay a contribution, which they received from many, md$ amon^ thf 
xtSt, Mor^'ally, the governor of Velcxe, paid 700,000 rupees. After 
baving &US eflabliihed the reputation of their authority as Jbverei^RS^ 
^y {Kocccded with the gfeatefr part of their army, accompanied by 
the French battaliws to Pondicherry, and made their eotry into the 
city with great pomp. Mr. Pupleijc received them with all the oto* 
tatious cereqaooies and <»'iental marks of nfytCk due to the high nok 
they afldimed, and spared no expencq in his entertainment of M\ivsi&^ 
jing, .to raife in him a Jn^ opinion of the grandeur and nutgrnficenfie 
of the French nation* i^re they fetded the plan of their future operar 
tions ; and Chunda*iaheb presented Mr. Dupkix v^ith the ipvereigo^ 
of 81 villages in the neighboorhopd of Pondicherry : after which h^ 
took the field witb:M»Q»fa^jing, and encAmped about iio ijules to tho 

weft of the city. 
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Mahomed-aUy, the fecond (on of An'war^adean Kban^ fled from the 
battle of Amour diredUy to Tritchanopoly, where his mother, with the 
greateft part of his father's treafures, had been fent for fccurity, on the 
firft news of Chunda-faheb's approach to the Camatic. This city was 
tnuch better fortified than any place of the fame extent under An'war- 
adean Khan's government ; nevertheleis there remained little hopes of 
defending it againft Murzafa-jing aflifted by the French troops, unlefs 
the garriibn was reinforced by a body of Englifh. Mahomed-ally, not 
doubting but the Englifh would be convinced of the neceflity of (lopping 
the French progrefs, applied to them, as (bon as he got to Tritohano^ 
poly, for affiftance. He afierted, that both Murzafa-jing and Chunda- 
faheb were rebels to the empire 5 that Nazir-jing was the real Soubah 
appointed by the Great Mogul ; and that he himfelf was the real Nabob 
of the Camatic, having obtained the revaiion of the nabdbdiip from 
Nizam al muluck, and he daily expefted to receive the confirmation 
:£:oa) Nazir-jing^ and a few days afterwards he affirmed that he had 
received the patents of his appointment, 

' Whilft Mrl Dupleix was profecuting a plan which he knew to be 
entirely agreeable to die views of the monarch and miniibers of France, 
^e agents of the Engli(h Eaft India company were not authorized fix)m 
the court of directors to involve their aflFairs in the rifles and expences of 
military operations : for having neither fuipedted the views of Mr. Du* 
pleiXy nor, until the tranfitory expedition to Tanjore, entertained any 
fuch views themielves, they had negleded to a(k, and con(equently 
the dired:(»rs to give, fuch a power to exert them(elves as the prefent 
fituation of affairs required : at the fame time they retained their an- 
cient reverence to the Mogul government. Murzafa-jing, for ought 
they knew, might be the MoguFs reprefentative, and fo might Nazir- 
jing : they were in the fame uncertainty of Mahomed-aUy 's title s and 
riierefore dreaded the rifque of (iibjeding the company's fctdements in all 
parts of India to the refentment of the court of Delhi, if, by interfering 
in the pre(cnt war of Goromandel, they (hould chance to take the 
wrong fide. Neceflity was their juftification for having taken po(reflion 
of St. Thome ; and they already repented feverely of th*ir expedition to 
Tanjore ; and rclinquifliing all views of conqucft, they imagined that 

the 
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the reftitution of thefe places would at any time fatisfy the Mogul go^ 1749- 
vernfticnt, which they were very unwilling to offend any farther. Re- 
trained by this ipirit of caution, at the fame time that they fully faw 
the dang^s to which diey were expofed, they were incapable of 
taking the vigorous refblotions which the necedity of ihck afiairs de- 
manded. They fhould have kept Mr. Bo£:awen with his &yrf:o on 
the coaft, and joined their whcde fbenglb to Mahomed-ally, without 
Confidering who was or was not autlx>rieed to fight in the Carn^tic : 
whereas they only fent 120 Europeans to join M^homed-ally at 
Tritdianopoly, and fuffered Mr. Bofcawen to return to Eagland wish 
the fleet and troops, notwithflandiog he had dedarod that he would 
renoain, if the prefidency publickly requefted him Aot to depart at this 
critical conjundure. 

On the 21ft of Odober the fleet failed from Fort St. David, ]e4ving 
bdiind 300 men, to reinfifce'tbe ganifbn. The French w^e fo fenfible 
of' the great advantages they ihould derive firoxn Mr, Bofcawen'? de- 
parture, that they could not immediately bring themfelves to believe that 
he intended to quit India, but imagined that had he only left the coafl 
to avoid the flormy monibon, and purpoied to return as foon as that 
feafon waspaffeA However, they were prepared to take advantage 
even of this abfence, fhort as they fuppofed it j and the very next day 
Murzafa-jing's army, accompanied by 800 Europeans, 300 Caffres and 
TopafTeS) with a train of artillery, began to march from Pondi- 
' cherry, and croffing the river Coleroon, entered the kingdom of 
Tanjore. 

Mr, Dupleix had flrongly recommended to Chunda-faheb to fufier 
nothing to divert him from proceeding diredlly to attack the city of 
Tritchanopoly 5 fince it was evident, that until this place was reduced, 
the family of An war-adean Khan would always be enabled to make 
efforts to recover the nabobfhip. Chundarfaheb acquiefced in the 
truth of this reafoning 3 and, not to dilcourage the ardour with which 
Mr. Dupleix fupported his caufe, folemnly promifcd to follow his 
advice, when at the fame time he intended to aft contrary to it. From 
Jthe dread of lefTening his own importance, as well as that of Murzafa- 
jing, he had carefully concealed from Mr, Dupleix that their trea- 
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1749. fores, notwithftanding the large contributions they had raifed, were 
ahnofl <ochaufled by maintaining fb numerous an army ', ^nd fear- 
ing that the fiege of Tritchanopoly might be protracted fo long, that 
their troops would defert for want of pay before the place was taken, he 
had determined to open the campaign by the fiege of Tanjore, which 
being ill fortified, he hoped in a few days either to take, or to reduce 
to fuch extremities, as would induce the king to pay a large fum of 
money to fave his capital and his crown. 

As foon as the army entered the kingdom, Chunda-faheb fum-' 
moned the king to pay the arrears of tribute from the death of the 
Nabob Subder-ally Khan in 1741 ; aflerting, that whatever he 
might have paid in the interval to An'war-adean Khan was not a tribute 
to the Mogul government, but a contribution to fupport a rebel againft 
it. It is the cuflom in Indoftan to make the conquered pay all the ex- 
pences of the war ; and Chunda-faheb adding to the account of the 
arrears an exaggerated account of the charges of Murzafa-jing's expedi- 
tion into the Carnatic, made the total of his demand amount to 
40 millions of rupees. The king, upon the firft approach of the enemy 
had (hut himfelf up in his capital, and now feeing the ftorm, which 
he had for fome time apprehended, ready to break upon his head, lofi: 
courage, and offered to pay a ranfom: this was more neceifary to Chunda- 
faheb, than either the redudion of the city, or even the conqueft of the 
kingdom j for in the firft cafe the treafures, as is the cuftom in times of 
danger, would be buried, and in the other no revenue, in the confufions of 
a revolution, could be colle6led for fome months. In order therefore to 
convince the king of his readinefs to enter into a negociation, he did 
not fufFcr his army to approach nearer than three miles of the city ; and 
he requefted the commander of the French battalion not to commit 
hoftilities during the treaty. The wily Tanjorine knew that by pro- 
trading time he fliould increafe the diftrefs of his enemies, and in 
his letters expreflfed himfelf with fo much feeming humility, that Chunda- 
faheb fuffered himfelf to be amufed to the middle of December, with- 
out having fetded the terms of accommodation. In the mean time the 
king, correfponding widi Mahomed-ally at Tritchanopoly, joined with 

him in exhorting Nazir-jing, at Gol-kondah, to come and fettle the 

affairs 
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affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the example of his father 1749: 
Nizam al muluck. He likewife follicited the affiftance of the Englifli, 
who exhorted him to defend himfelf to the laft extremity ; but 
fent to Jiis affiftance no more than 20 Europeans^ who were de- 
tached from Tritchanopoly, and entered the city of Tanjore in the 

night. 

Mr. Dupleix beheld with great anxiety this detention of the^army before 
Tanjore, and continually fent letters, reprefenting to Chunda-faheb the fu- 
perior importance of Tritchanopoly : and finding that his exhortations had 
no effeft, he ordered the commander of the French battalion to endeavour 
to break off the treaty, by committing Ibme fignal hoftility. By this time 
Chunda-faheb likewife thought it necefTary to attack the place, and, to 
intimidate the Tanjorines, ordered the whole army to march round the 
walls founding their military mufic. This procefiion was repeated four days 
fucccffively, but without effedt. The Tanjorines fired from the walls upon 
the troops, whilfl they were making this parade ; and on the fifth day the 
French troops attacked three redoubts,about 600 yards from the walls, and 
carried them, with the lofs of five Europeans. Early the next morning 
fome of the king's minifters came to the camp, and entered into con- 
ference with Chunda-faheb, who made his propofals, and allowed the 
king two days to confider of them j but finding that no anfwer was re- 
turned on the third, he direded the French commandant to bombard 
the town : a few fhelU fell near the king's palace, and frightened 
him fb much, that he immediately fent the deputies again to the campi 
who renewed the conferences, which continued three days longer without 
concluding any thing. The French commandant, more weary than 
Chunda-faheb of thefe delays, renewed the bombardment; and the 
-enemy, affifled by the Englifli fbldiers, anfwered it by the fire of 
many pieces of cannon, which they had^ brought from . different 
«f arts of the fortifications to that which was oppofite to the French at- 
tack. Exafperated by this uncxpeded refiflance, they affaulted one 
of the gates of the city, and carried it ; but were neverthelefs pre- 
vented fi-om entering the town by flrong retrenchments. How- 
ever, this fuccefs thoroughly intimidated the king, and he now, 'for the 
firfl time, entered feriouHy into the difcuflion of Chunda-faheb's de- 
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mands, and. ratified the treaty on the 21ft of December; by which I10 
agreed to pay Chunda-faheb, as Nabob, 7,000,000 rupees, and 200,000 
immediately in hand to the French troops ; he lifcewife ceded to the 
French company the foverdgnty of 81 villages, which had for- 
merly depended on the town of Carical, where the French had 
cftablifhed thcmfclves, and built a Fort, againft his will, in the year 

^736. 
1 7 50. Wfe are not exa£Hy informed of the ium ftipulatcd to be ii^mediately 

paid ; but in thefe military colleAions the firft payment ntrdy exceeds a 
fourth part of the whole afleffment. The icing paid the money with 
the fame (pirh of procraftination that he had employed in making the 
agreement. One day he fent gold and filver plate, and !his officers 
wrangled like pedlars for the prices at which it fliould be vahxed 5 an- 
other day he fent old and obfolete coins, fuch as he knew would lequire 
lirifl and tedious examination ; and then he fent jewels andprccioas ftone^ 
of which the value was ftill more difficult to be aicertained. Chunda« 
faheb faw the drift of diefe artifices, and knowing them -to be cornmoa 
practices, fubmitted to wait, rather than lofe the money, of which he 
was fo much in want. In thefe delays feveral weeks more dap&d ; 
and the king of Tanjore had not completed the firft payment \^cn 
Mr. D jpleix informed Chundah-faheb that Nazir-jing was approaching 
from Gol-kondah, and advifcd him at all events to'take poflelfion of Tan- 
jore as a place of refuge. But tibis news ftruck Murzafa-jing with fo much 
terror, that he immediately broke up his camp with precipitation, and 
marched back towards Pondicherry. 

Nazir-jing, futnmoned, as fome fey, by the Great Mogul, to receive 
from his own hand the inveftiture of the fouthern provinces, or, according 
to other accounts, intending to follicit that dignity, was on his way to 
Delhi, when he heard of the battle of Amour. The conqucft of 
the Carnatic rendered his nephew no longer a chimercal adventurci, 
but a formidable rival ; he therefore defifted from his journey to Delhi, 
and returned to Gol-kondah, where he immediately began to aug^ 
ment his army, and fent orders to all the Nabobs and Rajahs, whofe 
territories lay to the fouth of the Kriftna, to hold themfelves in rcadi- 
nefs to accompany him, with the number of troops which, either as 
1 piinces 
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princes paying tribute or as feudatories of the empire, they were ob* 
liged to furnifh in tioies of danger to the Mogul government. It is pro« 
bable, from the implicit obedience which was paid to thefe orders, 
that he was generally believed to be the real reprefentative of the 
emperor. For fome time Nazir-jing imagined, that the report alone 
of thefe extraordinary preparations would intimidate his nephew, and 
induce him to make fubmiflions : but finding that Murzafa-jing, pur- 
fuing his fucceflbs, had marched into the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
iet put from Gol-kcmdah, and advanced towards the Carnatic. His 
army, encumbet^ with all the preparatioqs neceffary to furnifh the 
fa^rtie luxuries in his camp as he enjoyed in his capital, made Hoy/ and 
dilatory marcdsios, and was during its progre^ every day augme^te^ by 
the coming in qf the difierent troops fummoned to join him* He ha4 
hired three bodies of A^attoes, of 10,000 men each, to a£t as the 
huflars of the army : one <of thefe was conxmanded hy Mpi^fd-fpw, 
the fiime msua who was left governpr of Tritchanopoly lybon dip Mor 
raOoes took the dty from iGhunda^fadi^ in 1743. Mor^ri-row wap 
fent forward, and ki the middle of February arrived on the b^pjc of ^^ 
£olenx)n, the iuut^iern boundary of the Caniatic, befp^ „^y other 
part of Nazir-jing's troops had entered the provinpe to ihp :f»or^h. They 
met near the pagpda of Chilamfaoram the ar,aiy of Mur^s-^ing, re- 
turning with the French battalion ; and being not ftrong enough to 
venture a general battle, they divided into diflferent bodies, m^ con- 
tinued to harrafs the enemy's line of march, which extendi^ three 
leagues : they were often repulied by the fire of the French field pieces^ 
notwithflanding which they continued to return to the charge, and 
accompanied Murzafa-rjing s army until it arrived at Vjllanore. Mur- 
^afa-jing and Chunda-f^heb went into Pondicherry to confc \vitb 
Mr. Dupleix, who fharply reproached Chunda-faheb for hw'ing de- 
viated from the plan of attacking Tritchanopoly, ^s alio fpr not taking 
pofleffion of Tanjore. It was now no longer time to diflemble, and 
Chynda-faheb confeflod the motives of his conduft, by reprefefltiijg the 
diftrefs to which Murzafa-jing's affairs, as well as his own, were at th^t 
time reduced for want of money : he added, that what they had re- 
ceived at Tanjore had likewife been expended in 'the pay of the army, 

to 
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to whom fuch arrears were ftill due, that he every day apprehended fbme 
tamult, or perhaps a general defcdion to their common enemy Nazir- 
jing. The known generofity of Chunda-faheb fecured him from the 
fuipicion of diflembling in this declaration, and Mr. Diipleix now 
{hewed his ability to condudi the ambitions caufe in which he was en- 
gaged, by not hefitating to employ the treafures of the French com- 
pany to relieve the diftrefs of his allies. He lent them 50,000 pounds, 
and gave out that he intended to flirnifh them with flill larger fums : this 
well-timed afliAance reconciled and pacified the army of Murzafa-jing< 
At the fame time Mr. Dupleix augmented the French battalion to the 
number of 2000 Europeans, and ordered this body to encamp, under 
the command of Mr. d'Auteuil at Villanorc, where the army of Murza- 
fa-jing was pofted. 

Nazir-jing, on entering the Camatic, fummoned Mahomed-ally to 
jcrin him from Tritchanopoly, and difpatched letters to Fort St. David, 
requefting the Engliih to fend a body of Europeans ; and he ordered all 
the troops that marched from the northward to rendezvous at Gingee, a 
ftrong fort fifuated about 35 miles to the north weft of Pondichcrry. 
Large bodies arrived there every day ; and at length, about the middle 
of March, came up Nazir-jing himfelf with the main body. When 
the whole was afTembled, his army confifted of 300,000 fighting men, 
of which more than one half were cavalry, together with 800 pieces 
of cannon and 1300 elephants. This force, and the number of great 
lords who followed his ftandard, convinced the Englifh that Nazir- 
jing was the real Soubah of the fouthern provinces, and they ordered 
the detachment at Tritchanopoly to proceed with Mahomed-ally, 
who with 6000 horfe joined Nazir-jing at Waldore, about fifteen 
miles from Pondicherry. A few days after, on the 2 2d of March, 
major Lawrence, with a body of 600 Europeans from Fort St. David, 
came to his camp, which was now in fight of that of Murzafa- 

jing. 

A member of the council, and captain Dalton, a military offi- 
cer, accompanied major Lawrence^ and were authorized, in con- 
junftion with him, to treat virith Nazir-jing on the interefts of the 
Eaft India company; he received this deputation with polite- 

neis» 
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ncfs, and, among other oriental coinpllments, deiired major Lawrence 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, and propofed to 
attack the enemy immediately. Major Lawrence reprefented, that the 
attack would coft the lives of many brave men, as the French occupied 
a ftrong poft defended by a large train of artillery ; but that, by moving 
his army between the enemy and Pondicherry, he might, by cutting oflF 
their communication, oblige them to fight at a greater difadvantage. 
Nazir-jing replied, " What ! fliall the great Nazir-jing, the fbn of Ni- 
** zam al muluck, even for an advantage, fuffer the dilgrace of feeming 
" to retreat before fo defpicable an enemy ? No, he would march and 
«« ^attack them in fi-ont." Major Lawrence replied, that he might a<3: 
as he pleafed ; the Englifh would be ready to fuppdrt him. The twq 
armies were fo near, that an engagement feemed inevitable ; and there 
was fo much diforder at this time in the French battalion, that had the 
advice of Nazir-jing been followed, the attack he propofed would have 
been fuccefsful. 

The French officers who accompanied Murzafa-jing to Tanjore had 
taken care to receive, ^ out of the firft payments made by the king, 
the money that had been ftipulated as their' fhare of the contribution. 
On the return of the army to Pondicherry, moft of thefe officers re- 
quefted and obtained leave tp quit the camp, and repofe themfelves from 
their fatigues in the city, and others were fent to fupply their places^ 
Thefe entering upon fervice juft as Nazir-jing's army aflembled at Gingee, 
complained loudly that they fhould be chofen to ftand the brunt of 
danger, without any profpedt of advantage, whilft thofe, who had 
without any rifque got fo much money at Tanjore, were fuffered to 
retire from the field. They made remonftrances, and demanded a 
fum of money, to put their fortunes upon an equality with thofe to 
whofe pofts they fucceeded. Mr. Dupleix attempted to bring them 
back to their duty by feverityj but on arrefting one, all the reft 
infifted on receiving the fame treatment, and their numbers being 
too great to be fpared from the fervice of the camp at this critical 
time, the whole party were fuffered to remain without punifhment, and 
continued to fow faction and difcontent* The foldiers, froti\ this ex- 
ample. 




'144 ' 'The War of CoRdMAKfisrt. Book II. 

1 750. ampfe of their officers, .grew infolent, and beciime regardlefs of their 
duty. 

Such was the confufion in the French eamp, when major Lawrence 
atrived at that of Nazir^jing. The next day the two armies drew out in 
view of each othtr, and a cannonade enfued. Mr. d' Auteuil having no 
reliance on his tnx)ps, and dreading the confequcnces of being attaccked 
by the Englifh, fent a meflehger to acquaint major Lawrence, that 
although the troops of the two nations wete engaged in different caufes, 
yet it was i*iot his intentbn that any European blood (hould be fpilt :- atid 
as be did nt)t know itt what part of Nizir-jing's army the EngKfh took 
port, he could not be blamed if any of the French (hot came that way. 
Major Lawrence returned anfwer, that the EAglifh Colours were carried 
on the flag-gun of dteir artillery, which if Mr. d'Auteuil would lookout 
for, he might from tJiehce difcover where the Englifh were pofted. He 
added, that although he was as unwilling As Mr. d'Auteuil to ipill 
European blood, yet if any (hot came that way, he (hould certainly return 
them. A ihct froiii the French cnWchchment fleWover the En^ifli batta- 
lion ; and M^jor Lawrence, imagining that it wis fired by Mr. d'Auteuil's 
order, t6 try whether the Englifh would venmre ' to come to a&km with 
the French, tlireded it to be anfwercd from tiiree guns : the ieditidus 
French officers, inftead of en(:ouraging, difheartened their mcn^ by exag* 
geratcd defcriptions of thfe fuperior force of the enemy. The cannonade 
did little execution, and ceafed in the evening. 

As foon as the night fet in, 1 3 officers went in a body to Mr. d'Auteuil, 
gave up their commiffions, and immediately left the camp; and by this (can- 
dalous defertion confirmed the panic of the troops, who naturally imputed 
it to fear. Mr. d'Auteuil dreading the confequences of expofkig his men 
in this confufion to a general battle, took the refolution of withdrawing 
xmmediately from the field, and ordered the battalion to march without 
delay to Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing fend Chunda-faheb knew of the 
fedition, but never fufpedting that it would have p>roduced diis confe* 
quence, were overwhelmed with aftonifhment, when they found that their 
entreaties and remonftrances could not induce Mr. d'Auteuil to alter his 
refolution. 

For 
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For fome days before the cannonade, meffengers had paiTed between the 
two camps, with overtures of accommodation; and feveral officers inNa- 
air-jing's army had afiured Murzafa-jing, that if he fubmitted, they would 
protedl his pcrfon, and guarantee the execution of any treaty which 
he might make with his uncle ; but his reliance on the French troops and 
Mr. Dupleix, had hitherto prevented him from laying down his arms. 
There was now no time to be loft in deliberation, for every one was con- 
vinced that in confequence of the retreat of the French battalion, the 
whole army, before another fun was fet, would provide for its fafety, 
other by taking flight, or by going over to Nazir-jing. Chunda-feheb, 
who had every thing to fear from the refentment of Nazir-jing, took 
his reibludon in the inftant, to accompany the French troops to Pondi- 
cherry. Murzafa-jing ftill hefitated. His principal officers determined 
him, by reprefenting the irreparable diigrace he would incur by expofing 
the ftandard of the empire, which as Soubah he difplayed, to retreat : 
for it is fuppofed that this enfign never retreats. He therefore refuied 
to accompany Chunda-faheb ; and relying on the aiTurances which had 
been made to him from Nazir-jing s camp, refolved to fend deputies 
there, with offers to furrender. After this gloomy conference, the two 
friends opprcfTed, but not fo much overwhelmed by their misfortunes as 
to defpair of meeting again in a better hour, embraced and feparated 
with profeffions of inviolable attachment, which although made by 
princes in Indoftan were fmcere. The French battalion, widi fome 
fquadrons of horfe led^ by Chunda-faheb, decamped at midnight in 
filence, but in fuch confufion, that they left behind forty gunners, with 
eleven pieces of cannon. At the fame time die deputies of Murzafa- 
jing repaired to the tent of Shanavaz Khan, who with the principal officers 
of the durbar or court introduced them to Nazir-jing. This prince was 
fo ovcijoyed at the profpedt of having his nephew in his power, that it is 
faid he did not hefitate to fwear on the alcoran, that he would neither 
make him a prifbner, nor deprive him of the governments whkh he en- 
joyed during his grandfather's life. 

On thefe afTurances, Murzafa-jing left his camp, and proceeded to 
pay his refpedls to his uncle ; but on approaching the head-quarters, was 
arreftcd, and carried under a ftridl guard into a tent near tliat of Nazir- 

U jing, 
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1750-^ jing, where he was immediately put in irons; as foon as the prince was 
feized, his camp was attacked, and his troops furprifcd made little rcfift- 
ance : many were flain during the purfuit, for the Soubah's troops gave 
no quarter. A party of horfe fell in with the French gunners, who had 
been abandoned by the reft of the battalion, and cut the greateft part of 
them to pieces. They would have deftroyed the whole, had not the 
Englifh refcued fome of them from their fury, but ttK)ft of thefe 
were wounded. The Morattoes, commanded by Morari-row, pu£b- 
ed on in purfuit of the French battalion, and came up with it be- 
fore it had gained the bound-hedge. Mr. d'Auteuil formed his men 
into a hollow-fquare, which Morari-row attacked and broke into, with 
(Mily 1 5 men, imagining that the reft of his party followed him ; on 
feeing his danger when furrounded be immediately made another 
effort, and broke through the oppofite fide with fix men, lofing nine 
in this fecond attack. The Morattoes continued to harra^ the army 
until they arrived at the bound-hedge : they killed 1 9 of the Europeans, 
and would have dcHie more execution, had they not been vigoroufly 
oppofcd by the cavalry commanded by Chunda-faheb, who behaved with 
great activity and refblution during the retreat. 

This viftory intirely difperfed the army of Chunda-faheb and Mur- 
zafa-jing, and, together with Ae imprifonmcnt of his rival, feemed to 
afiTure to Nazir-jing the quiet pofleflion of the ibabahfliip : but his capa- 
city was unequal to the man^mdnt of {o great an employ^'ahd treafon 
began already to taint his councils. The nabobs of Ctidapa, Canoul, 
and Savanore,. were the moft confiderable of the feudatory lords who had 
accompanied him into the Camatic : they were all three Pitans by birth, 
and poflefled. the daring temper which charafterizes that nation. They 
had obeyed the fiimmons of Nazir-jing, and taken the field without re- 
ludance, becaufe they made no doubt of obtaining in reward of their 
military fa vice, a remijffion of large fums they owed to the Mogul's trea- 
fury, as well as confiderable immunities in their re(pe<fHve governments r 
but Nazir-jing, who aflumed the full ftatc of a foubah, paid no regard 
to their pretenfions, and treated them as feudatories, who had done no 
more than their duty in joining" the Mogul's ftandard. Difappointed 
ia their expectations, they grew weary of a war by which their intcrcfts 

were 
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were hot benefited, and to put an end to it, had been the firft to advifc 1 750. 
Murzafa-jing to fubmit. They were feconded in thefe intentions of bring- *^ 
ing about a reconciliation by Shanavaz Khan the prime minlAcr, 
and feveral of the principal fervants of Nazir-Jtng's court : but thefe 
were aduated by better motives 5 for, owing their fortunes to Nizam-al- 
muluck, their gratitude to his memory, and attachment to his fami- 
ly, made them behold with afBidion a civil war between his ion 
and grandfbn. It was to thefe Nabobs and miniilers, as well as to 
the ambaffadors of Murzafa-jing, that Nazir-jing had given thofe folemn 
dflurances of not injuring his nephew, which he broke as foon as he got 
him into his power. This breach of faith hurt the minds of all who had 
interfered in inducing the young prince to furrender : but the miniilers 
were content to make gentle representations to their mafler, whilft the 
Pitau Nabobs openly and loudly complained of the afiront caft upon 
themielves, by his contempt of obligations, for the performance of 
which they had promifed to be reiponfible ; and from this hour they 

confederated, and meditated mifchief, but agreed to fhew no farther 
fymptoms of discontent until they could carry their deiigns into exe- 
cution. 

At Pondicherry^ the retreat of the French battalion, the news of 
Murzafa-jing's impriibnment, and the diiperfion of his army, naturally 
created die greateft conilernation. But Mr. Dupleix, althpugh more 
affeded than any one by thefe fudden revcrfes, had command enough 
over himielf to fupprefs the emotions of his mind, and diflembled great 
ierenity. He immediately ordered the army to encamp out of the 
bounds, fent other officers to command it, arrelled the mutinous, diredl- 
cd Mr. d'Auteuil to be tried for retreating without orders, and by his 
own refolution re-cftabliflied in fome meafure that of the troops. At 
the fame time he knew that fuch a handful of Europeans, unfupported 
by an Indian army, was incapable of making a ftand againfl the vaft 
force of Nazir-jing, aflifted by the ^nglifh battalion ; but his know- 
ledge of the general charader of the princes of Indoftan, made him not 
defpair of difix>vering, or even of creating fome fadion in the court of 
Nazir-jing, which, artfully managed, might contribute to re-e{labli(h 
the broken afikirs of Murzafa-jing and Chunda-faheb. In order there- 
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fore to gain the time and intelligence of which iie flood fo much in 
need, he determined to enter into a negotiation. He had fome days 
before wrote a letter to Nazir-jing, in which he had offered to make 
peace, on condition that Murzafa-jing was re-inflatcd in his former go- 
vernments, and Chunda-faheb put in pofTellion of the nabobfhip of 
the Carnatic. To this letter Nazir-jing had returned no anfwer, and 
Mr. Dupleix n^ade ufe of this negledt as a pretext to continue the cor- 
refpondence. He aflerted, that the retreat ^of the French troops had 
been executed in confequence of orders which he himfelf had givcn^ 
in hopes of accelerating the peace, by that proof of his averfion to 
continue hoflilities; and to convince Nazir-jing that the troops had 
not taken flight, as was believed in his camp, he boldly magnified 
the flaughter they made when attacked in their retreat. He rcmbdcd 
him of the hofpitality and good treatment which, his fifler, the mother 
of Murzafa-jing, received in Pondicherry y recommended, this prince to 
his clemency, and defired leave ta fend embafTadors.. 

Nazir-jing confented to receive the embafly^ and two of the council 
of Pondicherry went to the camp, one of them was well verfed in the 
Indoflan and Perfic languages, which are the only tongues ufed in th« 
courts of the Mahomedan princes. They had an audience of ceremony, 
after which they conferred, as ufual, with the council of miniflers, and 
after fcveral higher demands, they made their ultimate propofals, which 
were, that the eftates of Murzafa-jing fhould be invefled in the fon of 
that prince, until Nazir-jing could be prevailed on to reconcile himfelf 
to the father -,. and that Chunda-faheb fhould be appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The council of miniflers, although many of them, wifhed 
well to Murzafa-jing^ would not venture to reprefcnt to their mailer the 
demands made by Mr. Dupleix in his behalf; and told the French depu^ 
ties, that the pretenfions of Chunda-^faheb were flill lefs^ admifliblej 
feeing that the government of the Carnatic was beflowed on Ma- 
homed-ally, the ion of An war-adean Khan. The French deputiea 
left the camp, after having remained in it eight days ; but although 
they failed in gaining the apparent ends of their miflion, they ob-> 
tained the real advantages Mr. Dupleix propofed from it, by making 
themfelves acquainted with the flate of Nazir-jing*s court, and by efla- 

bUfhing* 
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bliihing the means of carrying on a correfpondence witli the difcontented 1750^ 
Nabobs of Cudapa, Kanoul, and Savanore. 

Sufpicions were entertained of the clandeftine condud of the French 
deputies, and major Lawrence was informed, that fome defign was- 
carrying on in the camp againd the Soubah, in which Shanavaz Khaa 
the prime minifter was the principal agent. The latter part of 
this report was not true, and the firfl could not be proved i how- 
ever, the major at an audience endeavoured to acquaint Nazir-jing with 
what he had heard, but liis interpreter had not courage to make a decla- 
ration which would probably have coft him his life, and mifreprefentcd. 
what he was ordered to fay. There was no other method of con- 
veying this intelligence ; for the ftate maintained by Nazir-jing, as 
&)ubah> fu£Sbred no letters to be diredly addrefTed tohim> and no one 
was admitted to a private conference but his prime minifler who was 
involved ia the accufation, or his domeftics, who, as in all courts, were 
depeodants on the miniiler«. 

On the return of the deputies, Chunda-faheb began to levy troops, 
and Mr. Dupleix thought it neceffary to re-eftablifh the reputation of 
the French arms by fome enterprize, which might convince the allies 
he had gained ia Nazir-jing's camp that he was both prepared and de- 
termined to continue the war. Mr. d'Auteuil, who had re-aflumed 
the command, marched before day, and attacked by furprize one of the 
quarters of the camp, into which the troops penetrated a mile, firing 
at fugitives : for, as it is the cuftom in an Indian army to make the 
great meal at night, and after it to fmoke opium, and other ibporiferous 
drugs, the whole camp towards morning is generally in fb deep and heavy 
a fleep that a handful of difciplined and determined men may beat up 
ihoufands, before they recover alertnefe fufficicnt to make any vigorous re- 
fiftance. 

In the mean time major Lawrence with the battalion remained in 
the camp^ and with the other deputies follicited Nazir-jing to confirm 
the grant, which Mahomed-ally, now efteemed Nabob of Arcot, had 
made tp the Eaft India company of a territory near Madrafs^ in return 
for the afMance of their troops. He had often promifed to com- 
ply with this requeAs but [^his minifter Shanavaz Khan regarded 
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1750. fuch a ceflion as inconfiftcnt with tKe majefty of the Mbgul empire, 
and prevented the phirmaund, or patent, from being iffued from his 
office. Wearied with prevarication, major La\yrence infifted on a pe- 
remptory anfwer, when he was aflured that he (hould be immediately 
fatisfied, provided he would march with the battalion to Arcot, where 
Nazir-jing had taken the refolution of going with his whole army. He 
did not think it prudent to comply with this propoikl, left the French 
and Chunda*faheb (hould take advantage of his abfence and invade the 
English fettlements. He therefore endeavoured to divert the Soubah 
from this purpofe, by reprefenting that it would give the enemy an 
opportunity of recruiting their forces, and recomfaiencing hoftilities; 
whereas by remaining near Pondicherry, he might, by cutting off their 
communications with the country, reduce them to fuch diftrefies as 
would oblige them to accept of peace on his own terms. This reaibning 
producing no efFeft, the major returned with the battalion to Fort St. 
David, and in the latter end of April Nazir-jing broke up his camp at 
Valdore, and marched to Arcot. 

From hence he ient orders to feize the houfes and tfSs&s which the 
French company had in the city of Mafulipatnam, and at Yanam, a 
weaving town about 25 miles farther north. His officers proceeded 
without violence, plundered nothing, and fealed up what they took pof- 
feflion of. The detriment fuftained was not confiderable ; but Mr. Du- 
pleix, apprized of the defencelefs condition of Mafulipatnam, deter- 
mined to revenge it ten-fold, by attacking this city, which he had for 
fome months confidered as an acquifition fo neccflary to his future views, 
that he had prevailed on Murzafa-jing upon his firft arrival at Pondi- 
cherry to promife the ceflion of it to the French company. This 
city is fituated at the mouth of the river Kriftna, which bounds 
the coaft of Coromandel, and the ancient, Carnatic to the nordb : 
it is the fea-port of Gol-kondah and the weftern countries in that 
part of the peninfula, with which it has a communication both by 
the river Kriftna, and by an excellent high road : it was formerly the 
greatcft mart, and one of the moft opulent and populous ciries of In- 
doftan ; infomuch that fcveral modem authors, firft blundering in the 
acceptation and orthography of the termination Patnam, which fignifics a 
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town; and then forming conjcfturcs on the reputation oF this place, 
have not heiltated to derive the whole Pitan nation^ but alfo a race of 
kings at Delhi^ from a colony of Arabians, whO| about 400 years ago, 
as they fay, founded Mafulipatnam. The city is even at this day a place 
of confiderable trade and refort, and famous for its manufa<Aures of 
painted cloths, for the plants of which the dyes are compofed grow 
no where in fuch perfection as in the countries about it. In the 
beginning of July a detachment of 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoy s> 
together with feveral pieces of battering cannon and a quantity of 
military ftores, were put on board two large fhips, which, after a paflage 
pf three days, anchored in the road/ The troops landed in the night, and 
attacking thje city by furprize, took it with very little lofs. They kept poC- 
iefiion of it,and immediately began to put it imo a better pofture of defence* 
In the mean time the French battahon had foon after the retreat of the 
Soubah's anrry formed thdrcamp, as if in defiance of his authority, on the 
limits of the new territory ceded by Murzafa-jing to the French company ; 
but this infult produced no effect on the mind of Nazir*jing, who deeming 
the imprifentnent of hi$ nephew a iecurity againft any farther commotions^ 
indulged the bent of his nature, and gave his whole time to the pleafures of 
won^en, and hunting : but although he gave no application to buiinefs, he 
decided peremptorily on the affairs which his miniflcrs reported to hiWy 
and his orders, however abfurd, were irrevocable; his caprices dilgufted his 
friends, and his indolence rendered him contemptible to his enemies* 
The Pitan Nabobs infinuated themfelves into his favour, by encourag- 
ing him in his vices, and at the fame time advifed Mr. Dupleix to pro- 
ceed to adion. 

Mr. Dupleix followed their advice, and ordered 500 Europeans to 
attack the pagoda of Trivadi, lying about fifteen miles to the weft 
of Fort St. David* The pagoda Icrved as a citadel to a large pettah, 
by which name the people on the coaft of Coromandel call every town 
contiguous to a fortrefs. Trivadi made no refiftance, and the French 
having garrifoned it with 50 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, began to col- 
left the revenues of the diflri£t. This acquifition carried them to the 
ibuth of the river Panar ; and Mahomed-ally concluding that they would 
not hefitatc to puih their conquefts flill farther^ requefted Nazir-jing to 
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created him lord, alledging that the Englifli, for the fake of their own 
interefls, would join his troops with their whole force, Nazir-jing was 
fo exafperated againft the Englifh, for having refufed to accompany liim 
to Arcot, that it was fomc time before he could he prevailed oh to fufFer 
his vaflal to alk their afliftance : at length however he confented, but 
without giving his own name as a fandlion. The Englifh, afllircd by 
Mahomed-ally that he would pundlually defray all expences, ordered a 
body of 400 Europeans and 1 500 Sepoys to tike the field, and the Nabob 
marched from Arcot with an army of 20,000 men, of which more than 
one half were ths troops of Nazir-jing ; but not thinking even this force 
fufficient to pafs through the countries near Pondicherry before he was 
reinforced by the Englifli troops, encamped and waited for them near 
Gingee, where they joined him in the beginning of July. 

The army then moved towards Fort St. David, and encamped on the plain 
of Trivandaparum, waiting for two 24 pounders and military ftores. As foon 
as thele arrived, they marched on the 1 9th of July towards the French, 
whom they difcovered in the evening about eight miles to the eafl of 
Trivadi, near the northern bank of the Pannar, which river was 
at this time fordable. The army halted on the fouth fide of the river, 
and a large body of Sepoys, with the company of Coffres, were detach- 
ed to attack the enemy's advanced pofls,and to reconnoitre the fituation of 
their camp. A fkirmifh enfued, which lafted till night, when the de- 
tachment was recalled. They reported, that the enemy's camp was 
in a grove, encloled by ftrong entrenchments, mounted with ten 
pieces of cannon. In order to draw them from this fituation, cap- 
tain Cope perfuaded the Nabob to march againft Trivadi ; and the army 
appeared before the place the next day, and fummoned the garriibn, 
who refufed to furrender. Captain Cope therefore propofed to the 
Nabob to order his troops to fcale the walls, and make a general aflfault, 
whilft the Englifli battered down the gates. The Nabob confented, but 
his troops refufed to undertake fo perillous an attempt 5 the army there- 
fore marched back the next morning towards the French encampment, 
and halting, formed for battle within gun-ftiot of their entrenchments. 
The commander of the French troops fent a meflenger to alk the 
i«afon why the Englifli came fo near their pofts, and declared that if 
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dicy did not immediately march away, he fhould in his own defence be 
obliged to fire on them. Captain Cope replied^ that the Engli{h ading 
as allies to the Nabob, were detennined to accompany him into all parts 
of his dominions, and to aflift him againft all who fhould oppofe 
his authority. The meflenger was fcarcely returned when a (hot 
from the French entrenchment ftruck down fome of the Englifli fol- 
diers. It was anfwered from the two 1 8 pounders and four field pieces ; 
and a cannonade enfued, which lafled from noon till night, when 
die Englifh quitted their ground with the lois of i o Europeans and 
50 Sepoys, and 200 of the Nabob's troops were likewife killed: 
the French, fecured by their entrenchments, fufFered much lefs. This 
ill fucccfs deprefled Mahomed-ally as much as if the army had fuf- 
fered a total defeat, and rendering him anxious to remove out of 
the neighbourhood of the enemy, he propofed to march to the 
weft, pretending that his army could not fubfift in their prefent 
fituation, fince all their provifions coming from Arcot, and the in- 
land parts of the province^ would be expofed to the French ftations 
at Gingee, Valdore, and Trivady. By accompanying the Nabob the 
Englifh would have been of no other iervice than that of (hewing 
him to the province in parade at the head of an army : but this, ridi- 
culous as it may appear, was the very fervice he preferred to all others, 
fince it would have produced not only the homage of the renters 
and farmers of the country, but likewife fome money by the pre- 
lents he would have obliged them to make^. On the other hand, 
captain Cope was inftruded not to march beyond any of the French 
pofts, left his communication with Fort St. David fhould be cut off; and 
he was likewife ordered to endeavour by all means to bring the enemy 
to an engagement : he therefore infifted with the Nabob that the 
army ftK>uld place themfelves between the French camp and Pondi- 
cfaerry. There were no means of reconciling two opinions fo diredly 
oppofite; and this difagreement indifpofed the Nabob fo much to- 
wards his allies, that when they demanded the, money promiied for 
their expences, he firft made excufes, and at laft declared he had 
none^ havings as he faid, exhaufted his treafury by giving Nazir-jing 
two millions of rupees. Major Lawrence^ who now commanded at 
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Fort St, David, not only as the firft military officer, but alfo as tempo- 
rary governor of the fcttlement, was a$ much offended by thefe prevari- 
cations of Mahomed*ally as he had been by thofe of Nazir-jing, and 
with the fame fpirit of indignation which had diftatcd to hini the refb- 
lution of quitting the Soubah, ordered the troops to leave the Nabob, 
and march back to Fort St. David, where they arrived the 19th of 
Auguft. 

As foon as they retreated, Mr. Dupleix ordered the main body at 
Valdore to march and join the camp near Trivady : the whole force 
when united confifted of 1800 Europeans, 2500 Sepoys, and looo 
horfe levied by Chunda-faheb, together with twelve field pieces. The 
army of Mahomed-ally confifted of 5000 foot and 1 5000 horfe varioufly 
armed: his camp extended between two villages which fecured the 
flanks ; the rear was defended by a river ; in front were feveral entrench- 
ments occupied by the infantry ; and in the other intervals where there 
were no entrenchments cannon were planted : the cavalry, inftead of 
being out on the plain, formed a fecond line within the camp. On the 
2 1 ft of Auguft the French advanced to attack this abfurd difpofition : 
their field pieces were diftributed in fi'ont ; the baggage-carts were rang- 
ed in a regular line in the rear, and the cavalry were on each wing : they 
made feveral halts, during which they gave a general difcharge of their 
artillery, which was anfwered by the enemy's cannon and mufkctiy, not 
a ftiot of which did execution ; but a rocket, which the Moors make 
ufe of to frighten cavalry, fct fire to a tumbrD, and this 'blowing up, 
wounded fome of the Sepoys. As foon as the French troops were 
within 200 yards of the camp, they marched up briikly to the entrench- 
ments, which were inftantly abandoned, and the enemy at the fame 
time deferted the cannon. The French having entered the camp, 
formed again, brought up their artillery, and began to fire upon the 
cavalry, who were foon flung into confufion. The rout became general, 
and horfe and foot fled promifcuoufly and with fuch precipitation, 
that many puftied diredlly into the river, where they were drowned. 
They continued to fire upon the fugitives whilft any rcQiained in the 
camp, and killed near a thoufand men : the Nabob himfelf made his 
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efeape'with great difficulty, and hmricd away to Atcot, where he arrived 1750. 
wkh only two or three attendants. This victory was obtained by the 
Fiench without the lofs of a nxtn, and none were even wounded excit- 
ing thofe who fuiFered by the explolion of the tumbriL 

Even this fuccefs of their arms was not fufficient to rouze Nazir- 
jing out of the luxurious indolence in which he pafled his time at 
Arcot : Mr. Dupleix reiblved to avail himfelf of his ina<5tivi^, ^nd 
of the general conflernation which the defeat of Mahomed-ally had 
caufed in the neighbouring countries, and immediately ordered his army 
to march and attack Gingee. This place was formerly the refidence of 
a race of Morratoe kings, whofe dominions extended from hence to the 
borders of the kingdom of Tanjorc : thefe princes were the anceftors of 
the famous Sevajee, who became king over all the Morratoe nations ; 
and Sevajee himfelf^ it is laid, was bor^i at Gingee. The fortifications, 
as well as thofe of Velore, bear the marks of the military character of 
the nation to which they belonged. A ilrohg wall flanked with towers, 
and extending near three miles, inclofes three mountains, which form 
nearly an equilateral triangle ; they are deep and craggy, and on the top 
of each are built large and ftrong fi>rts ;. befldes there are many other 
fortifications upon the declivities : on the plain between the three moun^ 
tains is a large town. The Indians, who efteem no fortifications very 
ftrong, unlefs placed upon high and difficult eminences, have always re- 
gatxied Gingee as the ftrongeft fortrefs in the Carnatic. 

A detachment of 250 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, with four field 
pieces, commanded by Mr. Bufiy, fet out before the reft of the 
army, and advanced by flow marches, intending it is probable to at- 
tack die place by furprize; and the main body, commanded by 
Mr. d'Auteuil, followed at the diftance of a forced march. When in 
fight of Gingee, Mr. Bufly found that 5000 of the fugitives from 
the defeat at Trivady had taken refuge here, and were encamped under 
the walls, with fome pieces of artillery managed by Eurqpeans. He 
therefore waited till the main body came in fight, and then advanced and 
attacked thefe troops, who made very litde refiftance, and quitted the field 
as ibon as Mr. d'Auteuil came up. The French took their artillery, and 
killed moft of the Europeans who fervid it. They then proceeded to petard 
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one of the gates of the outer wall on the plain, and gotpoffcflipn of it alittle 
before night, with the lofs of only three or four men, and the troops with 
all the artillery and baggage entered the town ; where they immediately 
fortified themfclves by barricading the narrow ftreets with the baggage^ 
waggons, and by diflributing the cannon in the larger avenues. In this 
fituation they were expofed to a continual fire from the three mountains : 
the Moors likewife threw great numbers of rockets, in hopes of fctting 
fire to the combuftible ftores. The French bombarded die forts with 
mortars, and fired upon them with artillery until the nfioon fet, whkh 
was the fignal to ftorm the fortifications on the mountains. None but 
the Europeans were deftined to this hardy enterprize, who attacked all the 
three mountains at the fame time, and found on each redoubts above re- 
doubts, which they carried fucceflSvely fword in hand, until they came to 
the fummits, where the fortifications were ftronger than thofe liiey had 
furmounted ; they neverthelefs pufhed on and pctarded the gates, and by 
day-break were in pofifeffion of them alU having loft only twenty men in 
the different attacks. On contemplating the difficulties they had conquered, 
they were aftoniflied at the rapidity of their own fuccefs, and die extreme 
pufillanimity of the defenders ; and indeed, had the attack been made in 
day-light, it could not have fucceeded ; for the Moors, as well as In- 
dians, often defend themfelves very obftinately behind ftrong walls ; but 
it (bould feem that no advantages, either of number or fituation, can 
countervail the terror with which they are ftruck when attacked in the 
night. 

The great reputation of the ftrength of Gingee naturally exalted the 
fame of the French prowefs -, and the lofs of this important fortrefs 
awakened Nazir-jing, and made him at laft recoiled that it was 
time t(> oppofc the progrefs of an enemy who feemed capable of 
the boldeft cnterprizes. On his arrival at Arcot, be had fcnt back 
to Gol-kondah two of his generals,, with the greateft part of the 
troops in his ovwi pay, and had likewife petmitted many of 
the Rajahs and Indian chiefs to return home with their troops^ 
He now recalled all thefe forces ^ but hoping that the news of riiefe 
preparations, with offers of moderate advantages, would induce the 
French to lay dawn their arms, he determined to try the effcd of 

nego- 



BooklL JIlSTORY OP THE CaRNATIC. I57 

1 • 

nc^ociatioA befom he took the field, and feot two of his officers 1750. 
to Pondichdrry, to treat with Mr. Dupleix : who now not only iniifled 
on the reftoration of Murzafa-jing to his liberty and eflates, together 
with the ^if^K>intment of Chimda-faheb in the Carnatic^ but required 
alfo, that the ci^y of Mafulipatnam^ with its dependencies, ihould be 
^ven 4ip to the French company, and that their troops (hould keep 
poiTeflion of Gingee uotU Nazir-jing returned to Aureng-abad. 

He fcaicdy expeded that Nazir-Jitig would agree to thefe imperious 
terms, and by propofing them had no other intention than to provoke him 
to take the field, for it was in the field alone that the projedls he had 
formed againft him could be carried into execution. His expeda- 
tion was not diiappointed, for Nazir-jing immediately ordered his troops 
to march towards Gingee^ and in the latter end of September joined 
them himfelf. His army was now much lefs numerous than when he 
entered the Carnatic ; for very few of the chiefs who had been permitted 
to return to their own countries rejoined his flandard, and the troops 
which he had ient to Gol<-kondah were at too great a diflance to march 
back into the province of Arcot before the rainy feaibn* His camp 
however confifted of 60,000 foot, 45,000 hoife^ 700 elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, and with the attendants, who in an Indian 
army always out-number the regular troops, contained a multitude little 
lefs than 300,000 men- This great body moved very flowly, and em- 
ployed fifteen days in marching thirty miles ; and when at the diflance 
of fixteen from Gingee^ were prevented from getting any farther by the 
rains, which ietting in widi great violence, overflowed the whole coun- 
try. The notion of expofing the ftandard of the empire to difgrace, 
by appearing to retreat, prevented Nazir-jing from returning immediate- 
ly to Arcot, and in two or three days his army was inclofed between two 
rivers, which were rendered almoft impallable by the inundation. The 
communication widi the neighbouring countries grew every day more 
difficult, provifions became fcarce, and the army fufFering likewife from 
the incleoiency of the weather, ficknefe began to fpread in the camp„ 
and thefe diftrcflcs were likely to continue until the return of fair 
weather in December. The wavering temper of Nazir-jing grew 
impatient at thefe unexpeded impediments^ which protradted a . war, in 
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1750. which he had already wafted a year, abfent from the reft of the vaft 
eftates of bis ibubahfliip ; and growing on a fudden as anxious to quit 
the Carnatic as he had hitherto been fond of remaining in it^ he renewed 
his correlpondence with Mr. Dupleix ; and to avoid the difgrace of feeing 
the French maintain their pretcnfions in hoftile defiance of his authority, 
he determined at laft to give his patents for all the ceffions they demanded, 
on condition that they (hould hold them as his vafTals. 

Mr. Dupleix, who well knew the little faith to be repofed in any 
engagements or profeffions made by the princes of Indoftan, neither fof- 
fered the offers of Nazir-jing to flacken his machinations with the diC- 
contented confederates in the army, nor his reliance on thefe to interrupt 
his negociation with their fovereign. It was now the month of Decem- 
ber, the rains were ceafed, and the important moment was at hand, 
when it was abfolutcly neceflary to make the option between two very 
different methods of accompliftiing his views. 

His correfpondence with the Pitan Nabobs had been carried on 
feven months, and they had engaged in their confpiracy above twenty 
other officers of principal note ; fo that all together the confederates coCn- 
manded one half of Na^ir^jing's army : diey reprefented, that if it was 
wonderful the fccret had been fo long kept by fuch a number, every 
hour's delay now teemed with infinite rifques, fiftce, in order to make 
the difpofitions neceffary to infure the fuccefe of the enterprize, they were 
obliged every day to communicate to numbers of fubaltern officers a fc- 
cret, which, at the time of execution, muft be known to all their troops. 

At the fame time came deputies from Nazir-jing to Pondicherty, who 
confidently affirmed that he would immediately fign the treaty, break up 
his camp, and march out of the Carnatic. 

Affured of fuccefs by either of thefe events, Mr. Dupleix left chance 
to decide which fliould take place, and preffing Nazir-jing's deputies to 
produce the treaty ratified, he at the fame time ordered the commander 
of the French troops at Gingee to march the very inftant that the confe- 
derates fhould fignify to him that every thing was prepared to carry the 
long-meditated fcheme into execution. The fummons frOm the Pitan 
Nabobs arrived at Gingee bjefore the ratification of the treaty at Pondi- 
cherry- 
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It was on the 4th of December that Mr. dc la Touche, who now 
commanded the tfoops, began his march from Gingee with 800 Eu^- 
ropeans, 3000 Sepoys, and ten field pieces. Some hints were given 
fufficient to infpire the foldiers with confidence, but Mn de la Touche 
communicated the whole plan only to Mr. Bufly and three or four of 
the principal officers. A guide fent by the confederates conduced the 
army towards, the quarter where the troops immediately commanded 
by Nazir-jing encamped, which, after a march of fixteen miles, the 
French came in fight of at four o'clock the next morning. The 
whole camp extended eighteen miles, every Nabob and Raja having 
a feparate quarter. Some cavalry going the rounds difcovered the 
French battalion, and alarmed the advanced pofls, which were very 
foon difperfed : the French then came • up to the line of Nazir-jing's 
artillery, behind which were drawn up 25000 foot. Here the con- 
fli<S became fharper; for the firfl firing having fpread the alarm^ 
mofl of the generals devoted to Nazir-jing fent their troops to the 
place of aftioni fo that one body was no fooner repulfed than 
another fucceeded, and even many of the fugitives rallied, and 
formed aga'm in their rear. The French never experienced with more 
fuccefs the advantage of field pieces managed with the dexterity of 
quick firing ; for tliis alone prefcrved the troops in many a repeated 
charge from being broke by the cavalry. Thus furrounded, they gain- 
ed their way very flowly, and after pafling the line of cannon, were 
three hours advancing three miles into the camp. They had already, 
difperfed one half of the army, when they defcried at fbme diflance 
a vaft body of horfe and foot drawn up in order, which extended as far 
as the eye could reach j and the French troops were on the point of lofing 
courage at the idea of having this formidable hoft flill to encounter^ 
when they perceived in the center of it an elephant bearing a large white 
flag. This was the fignal of the confederates : it was immediately 
known by Mr. de la Touche, and explained to the troops, who exprefled 
their joy by repeated (bouts : they v/ett ordered to halt, until fome in-- 
telligence fhould be received firom the Pitan Nabobs, whofe enfigns were 
now difcerned approaching. 

Nazir-jing, 
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1750.^ Nazir-jing, who had the day before ratified his treaty with Mr. Du- 
pleix, and fent it to Pondicherry, gave no credit to thofe who firft 
reported to liim that his camp was attacked by the French troops : 
when convinced of it, the majeftic ideas in which he had been educated, 
together with fome degree of natural courage, did not fuiFer him to ap- 
prehend any danger from fuch a handful of men, and calling theif 
attack the mad attempt of a parcel of drunken Europeans, he ordered 
the officers who were near him to go and cut them to pieces, and at 
the fame time ordered the head of Murzafa-jing to be ftrack off and 
brought to him. Meffengers arrived every minute to inform him of 
the progrefs which the French troops were making y and on enquir- 
ing what difpofitions were made by the difierent Nabobs and chiefs 
who followed his ftandard, he was told, that the troops of Cudapa, 
Canoul, Candanore, of Miflbre, together with 20,000 of Ac Mo- 
rattoes, were drawn up in order of battle, but had not yet advanced 
to repulfe the French. Enraged at this inadlion of fo large a part of 
his army, he mounted his elephant, and accompanied by his body- 
guard, advanced toward thefe troops j and the firft he came to 
were thofe of Cudapa, whofe Nabob was at their head. Nazir- 
jing rode up to him, and told him, that he was a daftardly coward, 
who dared not defend tlie Mogul's flandard againft the moft con- 
temptible of enemies. The traitor replied, that he knew no ene- 
my but Nazir-jing, and at the fame time gave the fignal to a fufilecr, 
who rode with him on the fame elephant, to fire. The fhot mifled, 
on which Cudapa himfelf difcharged a carabine, which lodged two 
balls in the heart of the unfortunate Nazir-jing, who fell dead on 
the plain. His guards were ftruck with fo much difmay at this fudden 
aflafTination, that few of them attempted to revenge it, and thefe few 
were foon dilperfed or cut down. The Nabob of Cudapa then or- 
dered the head to be fevered from the body, and hafted away with 
it to the tent of Murzafa-jing, of whofe fate he had no anxiety; 
having engaged in the confpiracy the officer to whofe care the con- 
finement of this prince had been entrufted: he found him freed from 
the fetters which he had now wore feven months, and hailing him 
Soubah of the Decan, prefented to him as a confirmation of the 

title. 
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title, the head of his uncle. Murzafa-jing ordered it to be fixed on a X750< 
pole, and to be carried to the army of the confederates, whither he re« 
paired himfelf attended by the Nabob. 

The news was fpread through the confederate army with great rapi- 
dity by the elevation of fmall white banners : Mr. de la Touche difco- 
vered thefc fignals very foon after he 'had ordered the French battalion 
to halt, and knew the meaning of them : a few minutes after came a 
horfeman at full fpeed, fent from Murzafa-jing ; upon which Mr.Bufly was 
immediately difpatched to compliment him, and receive his orders. The 
death of Nazir-jing was no fooner known amongft his troops than 
the greateft part of them came in crowds to range themfelves under 
the banner of his fucceflbr, and by nine o'clock in the morning every 
fword was fheathed, notwithftanding that three brothers of the murdered 
prince were in the camp. The new Soubah proceeded to the tent of ftate, 
where he received hpmage from moft of the great officers who the day 
before had paid it to his uncle. But the prime minifler Shanavaz Khan 
was not of the number ; he, dreading the refentment of Murzafa- 
jing, for having fuffered him to remain fo long in prifon, made his efcape 
to the fort of Chittaput : and Mahomed-ally the open rival of Chunda- 
faheb knew he had every thing to apprehend from this revolution : 
fortunately his quarters were at a confiderable diftance from the fcene 
of this cataftrophe, and the inflant he heard of ^it, he mounted 
the fleeteft of his horfes, and accompanied only by two or three 
attendants, hafled with the utmofl precipitation to gain his fortreis of 
Tritchanopoly. 

In the evening, Mr. de la Touche, accompanied by all his officers, 
went in ceremony to pay his refpefts to Murzafa-jing, by whom tliey 
were received with demonflrations of gratitude worthy the important 
fcrvice they bad rendered him. The oriental compliments paid to 
them on this occafion, were, for once, not deftitute of troth; for 
excepting the conquefls of Cortez and Pizarro in the new world, 
never did fb fmall a force decide the fate of fo large a fovereigpty. The 
dominions of the Great Mogul confift of 22 provinces, fix of which, 
comprehending more than one third of the empire, compofe the foubah- 
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1750. fbip of the Dccaii; the viceroy of which dSvifion is by a tkle ftiU 
more emphatic than that of Soubah, filled, in the language of the court, 
Nizam al-muluck, or protestor of the empire: his jurifdi&ion extends in 
a line nearly north and fouth, from Brampore to cape Comorin, and eaft- 
ward from that line to the fea. Gol-kondah, one of thcfe provinces, 
comprehends what Europeans call the nabobfliips of Arcbt, Canoul, 
Cudapa, Raja-mandry, and Chicacol; fb that there were under 
Nizam al-muluck thirty fuch Nabobs, befides feveral powerful In- 
dian kings, and many others of lefler note : the number of futjcfts 
in the Decan probably exceeds thirty five millions. Of this great 
dominion, Murzafa-jing, from a prifoner in irons, and condemned to 
death, faw himfelf in the revolution of a few hours declared almoft the 
abfolutc lord, and with the profpeft of maintaining pofleffion of it ; for 
his pretenfions were highly fiipported by the Vizir at Dtelhr r but the fun 
did not fet before the joy in^ired by this fudden change of his fortunes 
was tainted with anxiety j for the Pitan Nabobs began to demand im- 
perioufly the rewards they expeded for the parts they had contributed 
to his elev^ion : their pretenfions were exorbitant, and even inconfiflent 
with the principles of d^e Mogul government;. It is not to be doubted 
that Murzafa-jing had, during his imprifbnment, promifed every thing 
they thought proper to afk, not intending to fiilfil more than what the 
neccffity of his affairs fhouW oblige him to ; but the prefence of the French 
troops ho\v rendered him little apprehenfive of their refentment, and to 
them alone he entrufied the guard of his perfon, and the care of his 
treafures: however, not to irritate die Nabobs, by an abfolute re- 
jeSion of their claims, he told them that his engagements with the 
French nation would not permit him to determine any thing without the 
advice and pajticipation of Mr, Dupleix,. and' encouraged them to 
hope that every thing would be fettled to their fatisfadlion at Pondi- 
cherry. 

Here the tidings of Nazir-jing's death, and of the enthronement of his 
nephew, arrived in the afternoon : it was firft brou^t to Chunda-faheb 
who forgetting the ceremonies and attendance without which perfons of 
his rank never appear in public, quitted his houfe alone, and ran to the 
palace, where he was. the firft who announced it to M-. Dupldr.. 

They 
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They embraced with the agitations of two friends efcapcd from a flilp- 1750. 
wreck: the news was proclaimed to the town by a general difcharge of 
the artillery $ and in the evening Mr. Dupleix held a court, and received 
the compliments of all the inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum 
was fung in full ceremony, and three deputies were fent to compliment 
Murzafa-jing : and two days afterwards another. deputation carried {ix, 
coftly ferpaws; thefe are garments which are prefented fometimes by 
fuperiors in token of prote£tion, and ibmetimes by inferiors in token of 
homage; and with the ierpaws was carried a white flag on an elephant^ 
which were likewife prefented.. Murzafa-*jing pretended to be ib much 
pka&d with the compliment of the flag, that he ordered it (hould in 
future be always difplayed in the midfl of the enfigns of his fovereignty. 

On the 1 5th of December at night he came to the gates with a 
numerous and i|)lendid attendance, amongfl which were mofl .of the 
principal lords of his court : he was received by Mr. Dupleix and 
Chunda-£dieb in a tent without the city ; and difcovered great emo* 
tiona of joy in. this interview, it was intended, in deference to his 
rank, that he fhould have entered the town on his elephant; but the 
animal was too large to pa& under the beam to which the draw-bridge 
was fufpended ; whereupon he polity defined to go in the fame palankin 
with Mr. Dupleix to the palace : here they had a private conference, 
in which he explained the difikalties he lay under from the pretenfions 
of the Pitan Nabobs, and afterwards retired to the houfc appcnnted for 
his recepdon, where he was expected with impatience by his mother, 
his wife, and his fbn« 

The next day the three Pitan Nabobs came into the town, and de^ 
fired Mr. Dupleix to determine what rewards they fhould receive for, 
the fcrvices they had rendered : they demanded, that the arrears of tri- 
bute, which they had not paid for three years, fhould be remitted; that 
the countries which they gpverned, together with feveral augmenta- 
tions of territory they now demanded^ fhould in future be exempted 
from tribute to the Mogul ^vernment; and that one half of the riqhes 
found in Nasrir-jing s treafiiry fhould be delivered to them. 

Y 2 'it 
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1750. It was known that all the lords of Murzafa-jing's court waited to 
meafure their demands by the conceflions which he (hould make to 
the Pitan Nabobs : if thefe obtained all they afked, the whole of his 
dominion would fcarcely fufRce to fatisfy the other claimants in 
the fame proportioo ; and, on the other hand, if they were not fatit 
fied, it was much to be apprehended that they would revolt ; Mr. Du- 
pleix therefore poftponed all other coniiderations to this important diicui^ 
fion, and conferred with the Pitans for feveral days fucceifively. He 
acknowledged the great obligations Murzafa*jing lay under to them 
for their condudl in the revolution ; but infifted that he himfelf had 
contributed as much to it as they, and was therefore entitled to as 
great rewards, and that if fuch conceffions were extorted, the Sou- 
bah, would no longer be able to maintain the dignity he had ac- 
quired: intending therefore to fet the example of moderation, he, 
in the laft conference, told them, that he fhould rdinquifh his 
own pretenfions to any (hare of the treafures, or to any other advan- 
tages which mdght diftrefs the affairs of Murzafa-jing. The Pitans 
finding him determined to fupport the caufe of that prince at all 
events, agreed amongft themfelves to appear fatisfied with the terms 
he prefcribed : thefe were, that their governments fliould be augment- 
ed by fome diftrids much lefs than thofe they demanded : that their 
private revenues (hould be increafed by the addition of fome lands 
belonging to the crown given to them in farm at low rates ; and 
that the half of the money found in Nazir-jing's treafury fhould be 
divided amongft them ; but the jewels were referved to Murzafa- 

This agreement was figned by the Nabobs, who likewife took oir 
the Alcoran an oath of allegiance to the Soubah ; declaring at the fame 
time that Nizam-al-muluck himfelf had never been able to obtain 
from them this mark of fubmifTion : and he on his part fwore to proteft 
them whilft they remained faidiful. 

All difTentions being now in appearance reconciled, feafls and enter- 
tainments enfued, in which Mr, Dupleix fpared no expence to raifc in his 
^ucfts a high opinion of the grandeur of his nation by the fplendour 

with 
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nvkh which he afFedcd to reprdent his monarch. Amidft thcfe rejoic- 17^0. 
ings was performed the ceremony of inftjUing the Soubah in the throne 
of the Decan : it was very pompous 5 and Mr. Dupleix appeared, next 
to the Soubah, the principal ador in it ; for in the drefs of a Maho- 
medan lord of Indoftan^ with which the prince himfelf hiid clothed 
him, he was the firft who paid homage -, after which he was declared 
governor for the Mogul of all the countries lying to the fbuth of the 
river Kriflna ; that is, of a territory little lefs than France itfelf : he 
likewife received the title of munfub or commander of 7000 horie, 
with the permiffion of bearing amongft his enfigns, that of the fifh j 
neither of which diftindlions is ever granted excepting to perfbns of 
the firft note in the empire : It was ordered, that no money fhould 
be current in the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondicherry ; 
and that the Mog^iFs revenues from all the countries of which Mr. Du- 
pldx was now appointed vicegerent (hould be remitted to him, who was 
to account fer them to the Soubah; and Chunda-faheb was declared Nabob* 
of Arcot and its dependencies^ under the authority of Mr. Dupleix. AIL 
the Mogul and Indian lords paid homage, and made prefents : peniions^ 
titles of honour, and governments, were beftowed on thofe who had 
affifted in the revolution, or had otherwife merited favour i but he 
granted none of thefe to any, but fuch as prefented requefts figned 
by the hand of Mr. Dupldx. 

The immediate advantages ariiing to the French Eaft India, compan)^ 
by thcfe conceffions, were the poffeflion of a territory near Pondicherry^ 
producing annually 96000 rupees; of that near Karical in the kingdom 
of Tanjore, valued at 106,0005 and the city of Mafulipatnam with its 
dependencies, of which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 rupees 5 
in all, a revenue of 38000 pounds fterling, according to the accounts 
publiihed by the French, which there is realbn to believe are greatly^ 
extenuated. But thefe advantages were fmall in comparifon of thofe 
which Mr. Dupleix expedcd to obtain firom the extenfive authority 
with which he was now invefted; and altho* not one of thefe grants could,, 
according to the conftitution of the Mogul empire, be of any validity^, 
unlefs confirmed by the emperof» he^ without fcrople> afiumed them 

as 
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I750i as lawful acquifitions : it is certain that, imperfedl as they were, th^ 
ferved grcady ta raife the reputation of his importance in the Car-^ 
natic, where the Soubah of the fouthern provinces is more re- 
fpcdled than the Great Mogul himfelf. Even Mahomed-ally ap- 
peared to be confounded by thefe concefHons ; and from Tritchana-> 
poly, to which place he had efcaped with great difficulty, impower- 
cd the Morratoe, Raja Janagi, to treat with Mr. Dupleix for the fur- 
render of the city, and oiFered, as the French ^rm with great con- 
fidence in more than one memoir, to relinquiih his pretenfipns to the 
Qabobihip of Arcot, provided Murzafa-jing would give him foaxt 
other government in the territory of Gol-kondah, j^id leave him ia 
poileiUon of his treafures, without demaoding any account of )i|s 
father An war-a(lean Khan's adnainiilration. Mr. I>uplei¥ agreed Iq 
the£b terms, and imagined that they would very foon bp carried wtn 
execution : fe that nothing now retarded the depaitui^e of M^rzaferjlng 
to Gol-kondah and Aureng-abad, whers hi& preicnce became ev^ry day 
more nece0aiy. As the power of Mr. Duplax" depended 09 the prefer- 
vat|on of this prince, whoie government in a country fubjeft to fuch 
fudden revolutions, probably would not be free from commotions, he 
propoled diat a body of French troops ihould accompany hint until he 
was firmJy eftablUhed in the (onh^hOnpr, and ^om. experien<;e of thje ier- 
vices they were capable of rendering, this , oiFfcr was accepted without 
hcfitation. 

The treafures of Nazar-jing were computed ^t two milUons fterling, 
, and the jewels at 500,000 pounds : in the partition ,o£ this wealth, 
the private fortune of Mr. Pupleix was not forgot, notwithftanding 
the offer he had made in the conference with the Pitan Nabobs to 
relinquifli all pretenfionfi to any private advantage by the revolution ; 
for, befidcs many valuable jewels, it is faid, that he received 
200,000 pounds io money. Murzafa-jing gave 50,000 pounds to be 
divided among the ofiicera and troops who had fought at the battle 
of Gingee, and paid 50,000 pounds more into the treafury of the French 
company, for the expences they had incurroi in the wan The 
long experience of Shanavaz Khaq in the adminUdration of the 
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Dccan rendering his knowledge ncccffary to the inftru£tton of a new 1 750. 
regency, he was invited by Muf^afa-jing to enter into his fcrvice, and '^~^^'-' 
came from Cliittapot and m^t his ftibmiflion. 

Nfr. Dtfpleix and Mursafaf-jing fepsu-ated with profeflions of mutual 175 <• 
gratitude and attachment, and the army left thi nei^bourhood of Pon- 
dicherry on the 4th of January ; the French detachment was com- 
manded by Mr. Bufiy, and confided of 300 Europeans and 2060 Se- 
poys with ten field pieces. The n^arch was continued without inter- 
ruption until the latter end of the mondi^ when they arrived in the terri- 
tory of Cttdapa, about fixty leagues fi'om Pondicherry. There fome 
draggling horfemen quarrelled with the inhabitants of a village, and, 
wida the ufual licentioufnefs of the cavalry of Indodan,. fet fire not only 
to that, but likewife to two or three other villages in the neighbourhood. 
The Nabob of Cudapa^ pretending to be greatly exafperated by thi^ 
outriage, ordered a body of his troops to revenge it, by attacking the 
rear-guard of Murzafa^jing's divifion. A Ikirmifli enfued, and the 
troops of Cudapa overpowered by numbers, retreated to their main body. 
Thdr attack> whether by chance or defign is uncertain, had been direded 
againd that part of the army which efcorted the women ; fo that this 
^ance was aggravated by the mod flagrant affront that the dignity of 
an Indian prince could receive : for the perfons of women of rank arc 
deemed facred, even in war. Murzafa-jing no iboner Ijeard of this in- 
fblt, than he ordered his vdiole army to halt, put himfclf at the head* 
of a large body of troops, and prepared to march againd the Na- 
bob of Cudapa. Mr. Bufly, who had been indrutfted to avoid if 
pofliUe all occafions of committing hodilities in the rout to Gol- 
kondah, interpofed, and with much difficuhy prevailed on him to fuf- 
pend his refentment, until the Nabob explained the reafons of his con- 
dud. Meflengers were fent both from Murzafa-jing and Mr. Bufly :. 
to tholb of Murzafa-jing the Nabob of Cudapa anfwered, that he 
waited for their mader fword in hand ; but to Mr, Bufly he fent word,, 
that he was ready to make fnbmiflions to the Soubah throu^ his medi- 
ation. The difierence of thcfe anfwers dung this prince to the quick, 
and nothing could now dop him from proceeding to take indant revenge.. 
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1751. He told Mr. Bufly, who ftill attempted to calm him, that every Pitah in 
his army was a traitor born ; and in a very few minutes the troth of his 
aflertion was confirmed : for his ipies brought intelligence, that die 
troops of all the three Nabobs were drawn up together in battle-array; 
that they were pofted to defend a defile which lay in the rout of tibe 
army, and that feveral pofts leading to the defile were defended by can- 
non, which had been brought diere ibme days before. Thefc prepara- 
tions left no doubt that the rebellion of the Nabobs was premeditated ; 
and indeed they had began to concert it from the very hour that they 
had taken the oath of ^legiance in Pondicherry. Murzafa-jing, in 
full march at the head of his cavalry, grew impatient of the How 
pace of the French battalion, and hurried away to attack the re- 
bels without their afliftance. The Pitan Nabobs had in their fervice 
many of their own countrymen, who, although much inferior in 
number, flood the (hock with great intrepidity, and had even repulied 
his troops before Mr. Bufly came up. The fire of the FreiKh artillery, 
after a fevere flaughter, changed the fortune of the day, and obliged the 
Pitans to retreat 5 when Murzafa-jiiig, irritated by the repulfe he had 
fuftained, rallied his troops, and hiedlefs of the remonftrances of Mr. 
Bufly, purfued the fugitives, and left once more the French battalion be- 
hind, who endeavoured to keep fight of him, but in vain : They foon 
after.came up to fomc of his troops, who were cutting to pieces the body 
of the Nabob of Savanore dead on the ground. The Nabob of 
Cudapa had fled out of the field defjperately wounded, and in pur- 
fuing him, Murzafa-jing came up with the Nabob of Canoul, who 
finding lie could Jiot efcape, turned with the handful of troops that fur- 
rounded him, and pufhed on towards the elephant of his enemy. Exaf^ 
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a fign to his troops to 
leave the perfon of the Nabob to be attacked by himfelf. The two 
elephants were driven up clofe to each other, and Murzafa-jing 
had his fword uplifted to ftrike, when his antagohift thruft his 
javelin, which pierced his forehead with fo much force that Ae point 
entered the brain 5 he fell back dead : a thoufand arms were 
aimed at the Nabob, who Was in the fame inftant mortally 
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wounded; and the troops, not fatisfied with this atonement, fell 1750, 
with fury on fSMk of the Nabob, whom they foon overpowered, and 
cbt to pieces. The French battalion was preparing to hail them 
returning from the field with acclamations of vitftory, when the news 
of Murzafa^ii^'s fate ftruck them with the deeped condcrnation. 
They immediately marched back to the camp, which they found 
in d^ utmoft confufion ; for large arrears of pay were due to the army ; 
and it was to be apprehended that the fbldiery would mutiny and 
plunder, and every general funded all the others of iinifter in« 
tentions. 

But this difafter afieded no intereft more feverely than. that of the 
French; for by it were annihilated aH the advantages which were 
gained by the murder of Nazir*jing; and Mr. Bu% was left without ^ 
pretenfions to interfere any farther in the concerns of the Decan* This 
officer faw all the defperate coniequences of his preient fituation without 
lofing his preience of mind : he aifembled the generals and minifters, 
and found them as ready^as himfelf to admit^f any esrpedient by which, 
the lois of their fovereign might be repaired : befides the fon of M ur-- 
Mfa-jing, an infant, there were in the camp three brothers of Nazir-jing, 
whom that prince had brought into the Camatic under (bid confine- 
ment, to prevent their engaging in revolts during his abfence;. and 
after his death they were continued under the fame refbaint by Murzafa- 
jing. Mr^Bu% propofcd, that the vacant dignity ' of Soubah fhould 
be conferred on the eldeft of the brothers, by name SaUbat-jing; 
and the generals, from a fenfe of the convulfions.^ to which the reign • 
^ of a minor would be expofed, readily acquie&ed to the exclufion of 
Murzafa-jing's fon,, and unanimoufly approved of Mr* Bufly's ad-- 
vice. It was immediately carried into execution,, the three princes 
were releafed from their confinement, and Salabat-jing was proclaim-^* 
cd Soubah of the Decan, with the univerfal'confent of the. army •. 
His elevation, and the fignal cataftropHe of this day, in which three 
of the confpirators of Nazir-jing's dearh fdl in battle fighting 
againft each other, were regarded by. many as a. retribution of the 
divine juftice. 
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Mr. Buily immediate^ adviibd Mr. Dupkix of this revolution, and 
of the difpofitions which he had made in favour pf Ss^aba^jing, who 
agreed to confirm all the ceflions made bf his predecei)br» and to give 
ftill greater advantages to the French nation. On thefe conditions^ 
Mr. Dupleiz acknowledged his ri^t to the Soubahfliip, widi as much 
ardor as he had aiierted that of Munsafa-^jing ; and as fboB as thir 
approbatbn was received, the army left the country of Cudapa^ and 
continued its march to Gol*kondah. 
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^ ^ AHE nations of Coromandel, accuftomed to fee Europeans 
aiTuming no other charadtcr than that of merchants, and pay- 
ing as much homage to the Mogul government as was cxaded 
from themfelves, were aftoniflied at the rapid progrefs of the French 
arms, and beheld with admiration the abilities of Mr. Dupleix, who 
had (hewn himfelf at once as great an adept in the politics of In- 
doftan, as if he had been edi^cated a Mahomedan lord at the court 
of DelW ; and knowing the rivality which exifled between the two 
nations/ they were equally furprized at the indolence of the Bnglifby 
who, fince the retreat of tfieir troops from Mahomed-ally at Trivady, 
had taken no meafures to interrupt the progress of his fchemes; 
and indeed this inactivity at fo critical a conjun^re, is difficult to 
be accounted for, unlefs it be imputed to their dread of engag-» 
ing, without authority from England, in open hoftilities againft the 
French immediately after the conclufion of a general peace in Europe. 
M^atever might be the motives, their difpofition to remain in peace 
was fo great, that major Lawrence himfelf, who commanded the troops, 
and had great influence in their councils, left Fort St. David on ibmc 
private concerns, and failed for England in the month of Oflober. The 
aflaflination of Nazir-jing and its confequenccs overwhelmed them 
with aftoniftiment, and made them fenfible, when too late, of the errors 
they had committed in not continuing a body of their troops with the 
army of that prince. There remained, even after his death, a means 
of {hatching from the conquerors their laurels, and the fruits of their 
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vidory ; for Murzafa-jing, with his uncle's treafures, moved from Gin* 
gee with only a detachment of his own army and 300 of the French 
troops, who marching without appreheniion of danger, obferved litdQ 
military order : Mr. Benjamin Robins, at diat time jaft arrived from 
England to fuperintend the compiany's fortifications as engineer^general, 
propofed that 800 Europeans fhould march out and attack them in their 
return ; difcovering in this advke the fame exteniive ikgacit^ which has 
diftinguiihed his ipeculations in the abilrufcr fciences, and which renders 
his name an honour to our country } far there is the greateft probability 
that the attack, if well conduced, would have fucceedcd» and the trea« 
fures of Nazir^jing have been carried to Fort St David inilead of Pondi* 
cherry ; but the Engliih were not as yet fufHdently inflamed by the fpirit 
of enterjHize, even to comprdiend the feafibiKty of an attempt which 
carried die appearance of fo mvch hardinefs as thi$ propofod by Mr« 
Robins* 

. Mahomed^ally, flill more perplexed and difpirited than the Eo^lifbi 
had no hopes of prcfervation but in their ailiflance, which he pieflingly 
follicited at the fame time that he was capitulating with Mr, Dupleix for 
the furrender of Tritchanopdy : and the Englifh, apprehenfive of the 
conclufion of fuch a treaty, which would have left diem without any 
f)fetence to oppofe Mr. Dupleix and Chuuda^fabeb, at lafl took the 
refolution of fending once more to Tritchanopoly » detachment to eth 
courage Mahomed^Uy to defend the city; it confifled of 280 Eurq)eans, 
with 30a Sepoys, who arrived there under the coaunani) of captain CopQ 
in the beginning of February. 

About the fame time Chunda*faheb marched from Pondicherry with 
an army of 8000 men, horfe and foot, which he had levied in the 
province, joined by a battalion of 800 Europeans ^ and with this force 
proceeded to Arcot, where he -recdved homage as Nabob, and there 
was fcarce a ftrong hold to the north of the river Coleroon of which the 
governor did not acknowledge his fbvereignty. Mortiz-ally of Vekire, 
who had temporized, end affedted obedience to Nazir-Jing from the timo 
that prince entered the Carnatk:, immediately after his death reaiTum- 
ed his connexion with his relation Chunda-^faheb, and was the firil 
to reacknowlcdge him ; and his example determined mofl of the other 
chiefs. 

The 
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The countriM lying between the Coleroon and the extremity of 1751 
l|ie pepinfula did not openly throw off their obedience to Mahomed-ally, 
but were lukewarm in his intercfts : he therefore fent 2500 horfe, and 
3000 Pcans, under the command of his brother Abdul-rahim, together 
widi a detachment of 30 Europeans, to fettle the government of Tina* 
velly, a city lying 160 mile) to die fouth of Tritchanopoly, and capt« 
tal of a territory which extends to cape Comorin. Abdul-rahim met 
with no refiflance from the people of the country, but found it 
difficult to reftrain his troops from revolt; for mofl of the officers 
being renters, were indebted to their prince as much as he was in- 
dd>ted to thdr foldiers, and expeAed as the price of their defection diat 
Chunda-*iaheb would not only remit what they owed to the government, 
but likewiie fiimifh money (at the pay of their troops. Howevert 
great promiies, and the vigilance of lieutenant Innis, who conunand* 
ed the Englifh detachment, prevented them from carrying their fchemes 
into execution s but the fame fpirit of revolt manifeiled itfelf more 
openly in another part of Mahomed-aUy's dominions. 

AUum Khan, a. ibldier of fortune, who had formerly been in the 
iervice of Chunda*£dieb, and afterwards in that of the king of Tanjore, 
bad lately left this prince and came to Madurai where his reputatioa as 
an excettent officer fix)n gained him influence and refpe£fc, which he cov* 
ployed to corropt the garrifon, and fucceeded {£> well, that the troops 
created bk^ g6vemort iJod contented to maintain the dty uader his au^- 
thority for Cbimda-faheb, whom he acknowledged as his forerdgn^ 

The country of Madura lies between thoib of Tritchantpniy and Ti« 
navelly, and is as exteniive as either of them. The city was in ancient 
times the reiidence of a prince who was ibvereign of all the three. Its 
form is nearly a iquare of 4000 yards in circumference, fortified wid) a 
double wall and a ditch. The lois of this place, byxuttingoff,the 
communication between Tritchanopoly and the countries of Tinavelly^ 
deprived Mahomrd*ally of more than one Jialf of his dominions : on 
receiving the news, captain Cope ofiered his fervice to retake it. His 
detachment was ill equipped for a fiego, fox they had brought no batter^ 
ing cannon from Fort St David, and there were but two ierviceable 
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pieces in the city : with one of thefe, three field fneces, two cc^oras, and 
150 Europeans, he marched away, accompanied hy 606 of the 
Nabob's cavalry, commanded by another of his brothers Abdul-wahab 
Khan; and on the day that they arrived in fight of Madura, Aey 
were joined by the army returning fiom TinaveBy. There were Ctvenl 
large breaches in the outward wall ; the gun fired through one of than 
on the inward wall, and in two days demoliihed a part of it, although 
tiot fufficient to make the breach accefllble without the help of fafcines. 
Difficult as it was, it was neceflary either to fbrm it immediatdy, c^ to 
relinquifh the fiege, for all the fhot of the great gun were expended. 
The Sepoys, encouraged by a diflribution of ibme money, and a promife 
of much more if the place was taken, went to the attack with as much 
^irit as the Europeans. The firfl wall was pafTed without refinance, and 
at the foot of the breach in the fe(x>nd appeared three champions, one of 
them a very bulky man in compleat armour^ who fought maofuHy with 
tlieirfwords, and wounded feveral of the forlorn hope^ but were at kfl 
with difficulty killed. Whilfl the troops were mounting Ac breach, 
they were feverely annoyed by arrows, flones, and the fire of match- 
locks, notwithflanding which they gained the parapet ; and here the 
enemy had on each fide of the entrance flung up a mound of earth, on 
which they had laid horizontally fbme palm trees feparated from 
each other, and through thefe intervals they thruft their ptkes. At 
the bottom of the rampart within the wall they had flung up a 
ftrong retrenchment with a ditch, and three or ibur thoufand men ap- 
jKared ready to defend this wwk with all kinds of arms» The troops, 
wounded by the pikes as fafl as they mounted, were not able to keep 
pofTeffion of the parapet, and after fighting until ninety men were dif- 
abled, rclinquifhcd the attack. Four Europeans were killed : the Se- 
poys fuffered more, and four of their captains were defperately wounded. 
The next day captain Cope prepared to return to Tritchanopoly, and 
blew the cannon to pieces, for want of means to carry it away. The 
troQps of Mahomedi-ally, encouraged by this repulfc, no longer con- 
cealed their difaifedtion, , and 500 horfe, with 1000 Peans, went over 
to Ailuxn Kkan before the Engliflv broke up their camp, and two or 

three 
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tfiree days after near 2000 more horfemen de&rtcd likewife to th^ ^75^ 
enemy. At the fame time that the army and dominions of Mahd- 
med-ally were thus reduced, he received advice that Chunda-iaheb was 
preparing to march from Arcot to bcfiege Tritchanopoly 5 he now more 
ftrenuoufly reprefented his diftrcfles to the prefidency of Fort St. David, 
offering to give the company a territory of confiderable revenue conti- 
guous to the bounds of Madriis, and promifing likewife to defray aH 
^e expences of their afliftance. 

It was the time of harveft, which on the coaft of Coromandel is 
divided equally between the lord of the land and the cultivator ; and 
Mr. Dupleix affedled to diftinguifh his new acquifitions, by ordering fmall 
white flags to be planted almoft in every field to which he laid claim : 
thelc flags were feen from Fort St. David extended round the bounds, ani 
fomc of them were even planted within tlie company *s territory : the 
infolence of thefe marks of foverdgnty ftung the Engliflb, and rouzed 
theni from their lethargy : diey concluded that Mr. Dupleix, from the 
fame fpirit of dominion, would not fail to impofe extravagant duties oh 
thdr trade pafling through the countries of which he had taken poflef- 
fion; and this reflcAion convincing them that^ their own ruin would 
be blended with that of Mahomed-ally, they determined to accept 
the offers he made, and to fupport his cauie to the utmoft of their 

power. 

In the beginning of April a body of 500 Europeans, of which 50 virere 

cavalry, and 100 Caflfres, 1000 Sepoys, with eight field pieces, took 
the field under the command of captain Gingen, who was ordered to 
remain near Fort St. David until he fhould be joined by Mahomed-ally's 
troops from Tritchanopoly : for the Englifh were determined not to ap^ 
pear as principals in the war. After waiting fix weeks, captain Gingen 
was joined by 600 horfe and 1 000 Peans s he then proceeded to die , 
weftward, and came in fight of Verdachelum, a large and ftrong pagoda 
garrifonedby 300 of Chunda-faheb's troops : this place is fituated 40 
miles fi'om the coaft, and commands the high road ; the redudion of 
it was therefore neceflary to prefcrve the communication with Fort St. 
David ; the garrifon were fummoned by the Nabob's officer to deliver 




. The War or Coromandel. Book HI. 

up the place : they refuied, and mann'd the walls* 'The Engliih troops, 
under cover of a bank, fired at them for ibme hours, but finding 
that this attack made little tniprefllon, they prepared towards event- 
ing to make a general afTault, when the fight of the icaling ladders in^ 
duced the governor to furrender. Leaving a garrifon of twenty Euro* 
peans and fifty Sepoys in the pagoda, they continued their march to the 
weftward, and were foon after joined by i oo Europeans detached by 
captain Cope firom Tritchanopoly, and 2000 horie» with 2000 foot, 
the remainder of the Nabob's troops^ under the command of his hrodier 
Abdul-wahab Khan. 

The army, after this jundion came in fight of that of Chund^ 
faheb, which lay encamped in the neighbourhood of Vol-kondah. 
This is a very ftrong fortrefs, 90 miles from the coaft, fituated 
in the great road between Arcot and Tritchanopoly i its princi«» 
pal defence is a rock 200 feet high, and about a mile in circum- 
ference at ,the bottom, where it is endoied by a hig^ and ftrong 
wall, moftly cut out of the foUd rock ; near the fummit it is en>- 
clofed by another wall, and the fummit itfelf is furrounded by a 
third : adjoining to the eaftem fide of the rock, on the plain, is a 
fort built of ftone, contiguous to wUch lies a towa flenderly fortified with 
a mud wall. The river Val-aru, after running due esJky forms^ an angle 
about a mile to the north of Vol-kondah, where it turns to the ibuth, 
and ip this diredion pafies clofe by the weflern fide of the. rock, and 
winding round it, reaifumes its courfe to the eaflward along, the fbuthem 
fide of the fort and town. Captain Gingen encamped in a lacgp grove 
about a mile and half to the fouthwefl of Vol-kondah : and in this 
fituation the advanced guards were in fight of thofe of Chunda-faheb, 
whofe camp lay about four miles to the north of that part of the river 
whidi rujis eafl before it flrikes to the fouth. Here he had been fbme 
days endeavouring to perfuade die governor to put him in pofTeffion of 
the fort J and Abdul- wahab Khan> equally fenfible of the-importance 
of the place, made offers likewife to induce him to deliver it up to Ma- 
homed-ally. The man knov^^ing die advantage of his poft, had given 
evafivc anfwers to Chunda*faheb 3 and replied to Abdul- wahab Khan, 

that 



Book III. History of the Caknatic^ 

that he waited to fee a battle before he gave up his fort to either; but 
neverthdeis he entered into a negociation with both, which lafted a fort- 
night, and during this time neither of the armies made any motion : at 
length captain Gihgen, irritated by his prevarications, determined to 
treat him as an enemy; but before he proceeded to hoftilitics, ported the 
army about a mile to the northweft of the rock of Vol-kondah^ where 
they were in readinefs to intercept the approach of Chunda-faheb ; for it 
was not doubted that the governor would call him to his afliftance, as 
foon as he found himfelf attacked. This difpofition being made, a large 
detachment of Europeans and Sepoys niarcbed about nine in the even- 
ing, who eafily got over the mud-wall, and then fetting fire to the 
town, advanced to the ftone fort) but this they found too ftrong to be 
afTaulted before a breach was made, and therefore returned to the 
camp. The governor,, as was forefeen, immediately fent a meflenger to 
acquaint Chunda-faheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the 
place. 

The next morning, at break of day, the French battalion was dis- 
covered marching towards the rock along the bed of the river, which 
was almoft dry; and the Indian army of Chunda-faheb, which had 
been augmented at Arcot to laooohorfe and 5000 Sepoys, appeared at 
the fame time. Notwithftanding thefe motions, the Englifh officers 
wafted fo much time in deliberation, that the French battalion ar- 
rived near the foot of the rock, and formed before any attempt was 
made to intercept them ; when too late, it was determined to give the 
enemy battle. 

When troops are drawn out for aftion, the greateft fault a general 
can commit is^ to give them caufe to fulpedt that he is doubtful what 
orders to give ; for they being, as a multitude, incapable of nice di- 
ftindions, will infallibly impute his fufpence either to fear or incapacity, 
and commonly to both : fo that it is fafer to order them with confidence 
to retreat, than to lead them to the attack with the appearance of diffi- 
dence. The troops had perceived the hefitations of the council of war, 
and were fo much affeded by them that they marched to the enemy 
with irrefolution. As they approached a cannonade enfued, and a fliot 
ilruck one of the French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded fome of 
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lyci, their Europeans, and frightened fo much a hutidred more, who were 
pofled near it, that they ran away with Mr. d'Auteuil at their head to the 
fort of Vol-kondah, where they were admitted ; and fix>nn/ hence they 
immediately began to fire from 1 4 pieces of cannon upon Ac Engliih 
battalion. This unexpeded cannonade, notwithftanding that moft of 
their fhot flew too high, , flung the troops into diforder, and ibme of 
the officers likewife difcovering fear, the whole battalion were feized 
with' a panic. The captains Gingen, Dalton, Kirkpatrick, and lieu- 
tenant Clive, endeavoured to rally them, but in vain ; for they retreat* 
ed in great confufion, without flopping until they reached the camp. 
Abdul- wahab Khan rode up and upbraided them in the flrongefl terms for 
their cowardice, bidding them take example from his own troops, who 
ilill flood their ground : and to compleat the fhame of this day, the 
company of Caf!res remained likewife on the field for fome time, and 
then marched off in good order, bringing away the dead and wounded. 
Had they behaved with common rcfolution, the enemy would pro- 
bably have been defeated ; for Abdul- wahab Khan had prevailed on one 
of their generals, who commanded 4000 horic, to come over to him on 
the field of battle, which body was obfcrved to feparate from the refl 
as the enemy approached -, and this appearance c;f defedion flung 
Chunda-faheb into fuch perplexity, that he did not venture to pur- 
fue the Englifh, over whom he would otherwife have had every ad- 
vantage. 

The panic did not ceafe with the day, but operated fb flrongly, 
that captain Gingen, to avoid worfe confcquences, determined to remove 
the troops from the fight of an enemy they fb much dreaded, and at 
midnight broke up the camp, and marching with great expedition in 
the road leading to Tritchanopoly, arrived the next evening at the 
. flreights of Utafoor, diflant about 25 miles from that city : a part of 
the range of mountains which bounds the province of Arcot to the 
weft ward, forms one fide of thefe ftreights, and fome hills about a mile 
to the eaft the other : the ground for feveral miles farther eaflward is 
covered with rocks, which render it impailable to an army encumbered 
with artillery. The company of grenadiers confifting of 100 men, together 
with 100 Ca&es a'ftd TopafTes^ with two field pieces^ were left under the 

com- 
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command of captain Dalt(»i in a village at the entrance of the ftreights :' 
the main body encamped in the valley ; and in order to iecure the rear 
of Uie camp, ibme Europeans were placed in the fort of Utatoor^ which 
lies about two miles fouth of the ftreights. 

The next day the enemy took the fame rout, and for the conveniency 
of water halted about eight miles from the ftreights. A few days 
after about loo of* their horfe appeared in fight of the village, 
riding about and flourifhing their fabres in defiance: captain Gin* 
gen, widi feveral of the principal officers of the battalion, happened 
at this time to be there> who were fo much exaiperated at this bra-** 
vado, that feven of them mounted their horfes, and fallied with la 
troopers andjoo Sepoys to attack the party : they retreated as the Englifli 
approached, fometimes halting as if they intended to ftand the fhock, and 
in this manner led them three miles from the village, when they gaU 
loped away at full ^ed and difappeared. The Engliih had not pro* 
ceeded a mile in their return to the camp, when they difcovered a 
body of near 3000 horfe coming out of a neighbouring thicket, wher« 
they were pofted in ambufcade, and from hence had detached the party 
which appeared at the village. The Sepoys were ordered to <£iperfe, 
and the horfemen forming into a compact body, pufhed forwards 
fb brifkly, that only four or five of the enemy's fquadrons had time 
to fling themfelves in their way : thefe were attacked fword in hand, 
and the troops cut their way through, but not without the lofs of 
lieutenant Mafkelyne and three troopers, who were made prifbners j the 
reft gained the village; but all the Sepoys were either killed or 
taken. Mr. Mafkelyne was foon after releafed by Chunda-faheb, 
to whom he gave his parole ; for the French, who were at this time as 
cautious as the Engllfh of appearing principals in the war, affedled to 
have no authority over the prifoners. The ill fuccefs of this inconfide- 
rate excurfion, encreafed the diffidence which the fbldiers entertained 
of their officers 5 who began like wife to difagree amongft themfelves, 
concurring in nothing but in thinking that the enemy were much too 
ftrong for them. 

The next day Chunda-faheb encamped within five miles of the village, 
and employed two days in reconnoitring the ground quite up to the 

A a 2 fheights. 




lSf> The War of CoROMANDiEL, Book IIT. 

1751. ftreights. On the third, the 13th of July, their whole army was difco^ 
vercd advancing in battle-array. Several parties of cavalry precceded the 
line, and came on each flank of the village ; and foon after appeared a 
body of 4000 Sepoys with feven pieces of cannon, fupported by a com- 
pany of 100 Topafles; thefe marched up flowly and in good order: 
the cavalry brought up the rear ; and .were foon after rejoined by the 
other parties which had been fent forward, excepting a few fquadrons 
which galloped on, and ftationed themfelves between the village and the 
ftreights. Captain Dalton had began to fire fix>m his two field pieces, 
when he received orders to quit his poft, and join the main body, which 
had advanced a little way from the camp to favour his retreat : the 
near approach of the enemy now rendered the execution of this order 
liable to many difficulties ; however, to conceal his intentions fi-om 
them as long as poffible, he firft drew up the greateft part of his de- 
tachment out of their fight behind the village, and then ordered 
the twO' field pieces to be fent to him 5 after which the reft of 
the detachment marched through the village and joined him. Thus 
the whole body formed before the enemy difcovercd their inten- 
tion ; as foon as they were convinced of it, their Sepoys ruflied through 
the village, and began to fire from the huts on the rear of the Englifli 
party, who had fcarcely got out of reach of this fire, when the enemy's 
whole cavalry, divided into two bodies, came galloping round each fide 
of the village, and furrounded them : the men did not lofe courage, 
and by a heavy fire obliged them to retreat into the village. The 
detachment moving flowly on toward the camp, had not proceeded far 
before the enemy, horfe and foot, returned to the charge, and fur- 
rounded them again. The Caffres, Topafles, and a platoon of Euro- 
peans kept up a conftant fire, whilft the grenadiers continually 
prefented and recovered their arms, prefer ving their fire for the laft 
extremity 5 and by this referve conftantly deterred the cavalry from 
charging : in this manner they made their retreat good to the 
entrance of the ftreights, where the ground being rocky, hindered 
the enemy's horfe from continuing in compadt fquadrons. The de- 
tachment, now reinforced by two platoons from the main body, halted 
.jnore frequently, giving their whole fire at once,, and joined their army 
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in good order, bringing off tfieir killed and wounded, which were fifteen 17 rr^ 
men. The enemy following them> were infenfibly led within a ^ 
fiuall diftance of the whole force now united with eight pieces of 
cannon in front ; they at firft appeared determined to ftand their ground^, 
and bring on a general adion ; but finding themfclves feverely galled by 
the artillery, which, together with the whole line, advanced upon 
them, they gave way, and loft 300 men before they got out of cannon- 
(hot : their cannon were ill ferved, and did but little damage, and the 
French battalion never appeared until the firing ceafed, when they were 
difcovered taking poffeflion of the village, in the rear of which the reft: 
of the army likewife pitched their tents. 

Altho' the poft in the ftreights was deemed defenfiblcvit was feared front 
th& great Superiority of Chunda-faheb s cavalry and Sepoys,, that he would 
detach a body of men, and poft it between the camp and Tritchanopoly, 
from which city the army drew all its provifions acrofs the two largeft 
rivers in the Camatic. From this apprehenfion it was determined to 
retreat without delay, and the army decamped filently in the night; 
they never halted till two the next day, fatigued to excefs with a 
march of eighteen hours, performed without refreflimcnt in the hotteft 
feafon of this fultry climate, and after the fatigues they had endured in the 
aftion of the preceding day. Luckily the enemy's cavaky were ib diipirited 
with the lofs they then fuftained, that they never attempted to internlpt 
the retreat : they however followed at a diftance, and before night 
took poft within thred miles of the army, which was now arrived within 
fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped clofe to the northern bank of the 

Cbleroon.. 

This river is a principal arm of another called the Caveri, which has 
its fource in the ^mountains within thirty miles of Mangalore on the 
coaft of Malabar, and pafling through the kingdom of Myfore, runs 
400 miles before it reaches Tritchanopoly. About five miles to the 
northweft of this city the Caveri divides itfelf into two principal arms. 
The northern is called the Coleroon^ and difembogues at Devi Co- 
tah : the other retains the name of Caveri 5 and about twenty miles to- 
the eaft ward of Tritchanopoly begins to fend forth feveral large branches,, 
alt of which pafs through the kingdom of Tanjorc, and are the caufe 
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*75^* of the great fertility of that country. For feveral miles after the fepar- 
ration^ the banks of the Coleroon and Caveri are in no part two miles 
alunder, in many fcarcely one ; and at Coilady, a fort fifteen miles 
to the eafl of Tritchanopoly, the two ilreams approach Co near to 
each other, that the people of the country have been obliged to fling up 
a large and flrong mound of earth to keep them from uniting again. 
The long flip of land incloied by the two channels between Coilady and 
the place where the two ftreams firft feparate, is called the ifland of 
Seringham, famous throughout Indoftan for the great pagoda from which 
it derives its name. This temple is fltuated about a mile from the 
weftern extremity of the ifland, at a fmall diftance from the bank of the 
Coleroon : it is compofcd of fcven fquare inclofures, one within the 
other, the walls of which are 25 feet high and four thick. Thefe in- 
clofures are 350 feet diflant from one another, and each has four large 
gates, with a high tower 3 which are placed, one in the middle of each 
fide of the inclofure, and oppofite to the four cardinal points. The 
outward wall is near four miles in circumference, and its gateway to 
the fouth is ornamented with pillars, feveral of which are fingle ftones 
33 feet long, and nearly 5 in diameter; and thofe which form the roof 
are ftill larger : in the inmoft inclofure are the chapels. About half a 
mile to the eaft of Seringham, and nearer to the Caveri than the Cole- 
roon is another large pagoda called Jembikifina : but this has 
only one inclofure. The extreme veneration in which Seringham is 
held, arifes from a belief that it contains that identical image of the 
god Wiflidinu, which ufed to. be worfhipped by the god Brama. Pil- 
grims from all parts of the peninfula come here to obtain abfolution, 
and none come without an oflfering of money; and a large part of 
the revenue of the ifland is allotted for the maintenance of the Bramins 
who inhabit the pagoda, and thefe, with their families formerly com- 
pofed a multitude, not lefe than 40,000 fouls, maintained without labour 
by the liberality of fuperftition. Here, as in all the other great pagodas 
of India, the Bramins live in a fubordlnation which fufFers no refiftance, 
and flumber in a voluptuoufnefs which knows no wants; and, 
fcnfible of the happinefs of their condition, they quit not the filence of 
their retreats to mingle in the tumults of the ftate 3 nor point the brand, 
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flaming from the altar, againft the authority of the ibvereign, or die 
tranquillity of the government. This repofe was now doomed to be 
much difturbed, and the temple to endure (iich pollutions as it had never 
before been expofcd to. 

• The Englifh battalion took pofleflion of Pitchandah, a fortified 
pagoda fituated on the northern bank of the Coleroon, about a mile 
to ' the eaft of Scringham : the reft of the army encamped along die 
river nearer the pagoda. The camp was only acceffible by the high 
road ; for the reft^ of the ground was laid out in rice fields, which 
being at this feaibn overflowed, formed a morafs not to be pailed by ca- 
valry : but the army fbon found difficulties in getting provifions, which 
could now only be btought from the oppofite fhore under the pro-^ 
tedion of the guns of the camp, and it was feared that this diflre& 
would be greatly encreafed by the enemy's fending a ftrong detachment 
acrofs the river to take pofTefliton of the great pagoda. It was therefore 
refblved to prevent them, and orders were given for the whole army to 
crofs the river. 

The Colcroon, like all the other rivers on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is fubjecfl to very fudden and unforefeen alterations, which depend on 
the rains that fall on the mountains of the Malabar coaft 3 fo that in 
the fpace of twenty-four hours it often, from being fordable, become^, 
almoft impafTable even by boats ; and at this time it was fcarcely fordable, 
and very rapid. The ammunition and ftores were tranfported before 
day-light in two large flat boats, kept by the government of Tritchano* 
poly to ferry over horfes. The troops dien followed with the field- 
pieces ', and the retreat was not difcovered by the enemy until the laft 
boat with four of the field pieces was pafting. This ftuck upon a fknd- 
bank, and the enemy brought down their guns, and cannonaded it 
fo feverely, that it was abandoned by the boatmen ; but the grena- 
diers, who formed the rear-guard brought it off, and the whole army 
pafTed without any other lofe than that of two or three tumbrils and one 
fmall iron gun belonging to the Nabob. 

The Englifli troops, as well as thofe of the Nabob, entered the 
pagoda, . and were admitted with great reludance into three of the firft 
ioclofures, which affording room much more dxan fufikient for their 
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reeeptkm, they complied with the earned fbllicitations of the Bramins^ 

imploring them to carry the ftain of their pollutions no nearer the ha- 

hitation of the idol. It vras evident this poil might have been defended 

againfl the enemy's whole forcey fince the cannon of Tritchanopoly and 

thoie in the pagoda were near enough to have kept the communication 

open : but the l^irit of retreat ftill fo ftrongly poffefled the army, that they 

fufpeded the outward wall of Seringham to be in a ruinous condition^ 

and thought the extent of it too great to be defended by fo finall a force. 

Indeed the Englifli battalion was now reduced to 400 men, and the 

Nabob's troops could not be depended on* It was therefore determined, 

as the laft refource, to take (helter under the walls of Tritchanopoly, 

and this refolution was put in execution two days after the army took 

pofleflion of Seringham. 

The city of Tritchanopoly lies about 90 miles inland from the coaft, 
and is fituatcd within 500 yards of the fojuthera bank of the Caveri, 
-and about a mile and a half foutheaft from Seringham. It is a parallelo- 
gram, of which the eaft and weft fides extend near two miles, and 
the north and fouth about one. It has a double inclofure of walls, each of 
which are flanked by round towers built at equal diftances from one 
another : the outward wall is 1 8 feet high, and about 5 feet thick, 
without rampart or parapet: the inward is much ftronger, being 30 feet 
high, with a rampart of ftone decreafing by large fteps from the ground 
to the top, where it is 10 feet broad, and has a thin parapet of ftone 
abqut 7 feet high, in which are loop holes to fire through. There is 
an interval between the two walls of 25 feet, and before the outward 
a ditch 30 feet wide and 12 deep, unequally fuppHed with water at diffe- 
rent feafons, but never quite diy. In the northern part of the city ftands 
a rock 150 feet high, from which the adjacent country is difcovered 
for many miles round. 

The Englifti battalion encamped on the weft fide of the city clofe to 
the ditch, and the Nabob's troops on the fouthern fide : captain Cope, 
with 1 00 of the Europeans fent thither in the beginning of the year, 
iemained within the walls. 

♦Chunda-faheb and the French took pofleflion of Seringham foon 

after the Nabob's army evacuated it ; and in the beginning of Auguft 

they 
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they fent a ftrong detachment to attack Coflady, a mud fort about 175 1 
a mile to the eaft of the great bank which terminates the ifland 
of Seringham, and the only poft which ftill held out for the 
Nabob. Captain Gingen, informed of this motion, detached 20 Eu- 
ropeans and 100 Sepoys, under the command of enfign Trufler, to 
reinforce the , garrifon. This officer defended the fort very gallantly 
for feverd days, until it was fo fliattered as to be no longer tenable : 
he then received orders to draw off his men in the night ; and a 
detachment of 200 Europeans were fent to poft themfelves oppofite 
to the fort on the fouthern bank of the Caveri, in order to cover 
his retreat : but the Sepoys, inftead of paffing the river a few at a 
time, whilft the Europeans fired from the wall to amufe the enemy, 
threw themfelves precipitately into the water all together, every one 
preffing to get over to the covering party as faft as he could. Their 
outcries in this diftrefs difcovered them to .the, enemy, who incrcafed it 
by firing upon them, and at the fame time prepared to aflfault the fort; 
upon which the Europeans likewiie plunged into the river, and throw- 
ing away their arms, with difficulty joined the covering party. This 
fucceis determined Chunda-faheb to crofs the Caveri, and leaving a 
garrifon in Seringham, he encamped with the reft of his army to the 
caft of Tritchanopoly. 

The prefidency of Fort St. David faw, with great anxiety, their efforts 
to fupport Mahomed-ally fruftrated, by the retreat of his army out of 
the Carnatic, where he now no longer poflfefTed a fingle diftridl : and 
Verdachellum, the'only fort to the north of the Coleroon which acknow- 
ledged him, was invefted by the troops of a neighbouring polygar. 
The fhips from EuropA having brought fome recruits, a detachment 
of 80 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, with a large convoy of ftores, were 
fent from fort St. David in the middle of July to relieve it : this party 
was commanded by lieutenant dive, who foon after the reduction of 
Devi Cotah, had reafTumed the mercantile fervice of the company in 
which he firft went to India, and now aded as commifTary of the 
army, which he had accompanied in the beginning of this campaign, 
until they began to retreat before the enemy at Vol-kondah. He 
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175 1, forprizcd the Polygai^s troops at midnight, who took flight at the firft 
fire, and the convoy entered Vetdachellum withoiif any I06; From 
hence he fent his detachment through the country of Tanjord to rein- 
force the battalion at Tritchanopoly, which they JcMiied without interrup- 
tion ; the French at this time not having crofled the Caveri. Mr. Clive 
himfelf returned from Verdachellirm to Fort Sf. DaVid, adcoriipanied 
by 1 2 Sepoys, and as many fcrvants r in his Way, hef was furround- 
ed by the Pblygar's troops, who with matchlocks harf affed this little 
party fome hours, and kilfecf feven of the Sfepoys, and feveral of his 
attawiants. The anrniranition of the reft being expended, he ordered 
them to diipeffe, and faved himfelf by the fpeed of his hoffc from a 
party of catvalry, who purfued him feveral miles. 

In the middle of Auguft die presidency prepared to fend another rein- 
forcement to Tritchianopoly, where die difcontent which prevailed' 
amongft the officers made if ireceflkry to remove feveril of thefai' at a 
tkne when there were very few fit tb fiicceed to their poftS : a captain's 
commiffion was therefore given to Mr. Clive, who proceeded with a 
detachment into the country of Tanjore, where he was joined by another 
from Dfevi-Cotah : the two parties, vvhen united, confifted of only roo Eu- 
ropeans, 50 Sepoys, with one fmall field piece. The king of Tanjore, like 
all other Indian princes, cautious of declaring whilft the everit remained 
doubtful, fufFcred both dieEnglifh and French troops to march through 
his country to Tritchanopoly : and this being the only rout by which 
the Englifli firom the fea-coaft could now gain the city, the fort of Devi- 
Gotah began to acquire an importance not forefecn vrhen^they took it. 
TJie French detached from Coilady 30 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, who 
came in fight of the Englifli party near the village of Gondottr, fimaled 
ten miles to the north of Tanjore 5 the high road led through the vil- 
lage, and both anxious to get poffdiion of it, entered it haftily at the 
fame time at different ends. A ikirmifll enfued, in which the Frehch 
officer was defperately wounded, and 10 of his Europeans wfere kHled, 
on which the reA with the SepOys took flighty and the Engliilh 
making a circuit of feveral miles to avoid the enemy's camp^ arrived 
iafe nt the ciiy« 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding thcfe rcmforccmcnte, t^e En^ifh battalion at Tritcha- 1 75 1 
nopoly did not. exceed 600 men ; whereas the French had 900, and 
4ie troops of Chundft-faheb outnumbered the Nabob's ten to one. 
The ftrength of the city* indeed rendered the reduction of it very 
difficult; but the Nabob's arnvy,. at ^e fame time that they were inca- 
pable of retrieving his affairs^ e^haufted his treafuces, and his revenues 
were daily cut off by thp epesay taking pofEiefiioix of the countries which 
fumiftied them. 

Captaip Qive^ on. his return from Tritchanopoly io the beginning of 
Auguft> repc^ented this fituatloa of affairs to the pr^fidency, and proposed, 
at the on^ refbuicCj^ tp attack the pafleffions of Chanda-faheb in the 
tettixory of Arcot ; ofiering to 1^ the escpeditioa himfelf, which he 
doubted not Would caufe a divesfion of part of the ememy's force from 
TritchaQopQly* Fort St. David and Madraft^ were left, the one with 
jpOj th^ other with lefs than 50 men, in order to fupply the greateft 
force t)iat could be coUei^d for this enteipnze. The detachoaent, when 
compli^edy neverthelefs> confided of no mom than 300 Sepoys and 
200 Europeans, with eight ofiicers, fix of whom bad never befin^ been 
in adtion>. apd four of thefe fix were young men in the mercantile iervice 
of thq cooipany, who, infiamed. by his example^ took up the fword to 
follow Him* This handful of men, with only three field pieces for 
their artillery, marched firom Madrafs on the 26th of Auguft, and on 
the 29th arrived at Conjevaram, a confiderable town with a large pa- 
goda, lying about 40 miles inland, wh^e they received intdligence 
that the fort of Arcpt was garrifoned by 1 1 00 men j on which captain 
Clive wrote to Madrafs, dofiring that two 1 8 pounders mi^t be ient after 
him without delay. On the 31ft he halted within 10 miles of Arcot, 
where the enemy's ipies reported, that they had difcovcred the Englifh 
marching with unconcern through a violent ftorm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain ; and this circumflance, from their notions of omens, gave the 
garriibn fqhigh an opinio^ of the fortitude of the approaching enemy, 
that they inftaptly abandoned the fort, and a few hours after the EnglilGb 
entered the city, which had no walls or defences, and marching through 
1 00^000 fpeiSators, who gazed on them with admiration and refpecft, 
topk poffeflion of the feat, in . wliich they found a Istfg^ quantity of lead 
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1751. and gun-powder, with 8 pieces of cannon from 4 to 8 pounders. The 
merchants had, for fecurity, depofited in the fort efFcds to the value of 
50,000 pounds, but thefe were pundlually reftored to the owners 5 and 
this judicious generofity conciliated many of the principal inhabitants 
to the Englifli intcreft. The fort was inhabited by 3 or 4000 perfons, 
who, at their own requeft, were permitted to remain in their dwellings. 

Captain Clive made it his firft care to coUefl: fuch provifions and ma- 
terials as might enable him to fuftain a fiege ; and knowing that the 
enemy would foon recover from their fright, and return into the town, if 
he confined himfelf to the fort, determined to go in queft of them : and * 

m 

OH the 4th of September marched out with the greateft part of his men 
and four field pieces : in the afternoon he difcovered tha /ugitive gar- 
rison, confifting of 600 horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timary, a 
fort fituatcd 6 miles fouthweft of the city. They had a field piece* 
managed by two or three Europeans, from which they fired at a great 
dtftance, and killed a camel and wounded a Sepoy : but as ibon as they 
faw the Englifli within mufket (hot, retreated to the hills in their rear j 
upon which the Englifh returned to the fort. 

The troops marched out again on the 6th, and found the enemy 
dra\vn up within gun-fhot of Timary in a grove, inclofed with a bank 
and a ditch ; about 50 yards in front of which was a large tank, fur- 
rounded like wife with a bank much higher than that of die grove ^ but by 
age and neglefl: the tank itfelf wias almoft choaked up and dry. Their 
number now appeared to be 2000, and they had two field pieces, which 
fired fmartly as the Englifh advanced, and killed three Europeans ; on 
which accident the line advanced more briflcly towards the enemy, who 
fiightened by the vivacity of their approach, did not think themfelves 
fafe in the grove, but hurried with precipitation into the tank, and be- 
gan to fire from the banks, expofing fo little of their bodies that the 
Englifh fire did no execution amongfl them, whilfl theirs wounded fc- 
ver^l of the Europeans and Sepoys. The troops were therefore ordered 
to move behind fbme neighbouring buildings, from which enfign Glafs 
jvas foon after detached with a platoon of 40 men, to attack one fide 
of the tank, whilfl another, under the command of lieutenant Bulkley, 
puihed to atti^ck the enemy in front. Both gained the banks and gave 
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their fire at the fame inftant, amongft numbers crowded together in the 1751 
tank ; which immediately put them to flight. The troops then took 
poflcflioii of the village under the walls of the fcrt, and fummoncd 
the governor. Meflages pafled, during which his fpies difcovered that 
the Englifh had no battering cannon^ u4iich intelligence determined 
him not to (urrender. Several (hells were therefore thrown into the fort 
from a cohorn mortar, which proving inefFedual, the troops marched 
back to Arcot, and die enemy's cavalry hovered round them as they re- 
treated, but kept out of the reach of their fire* 

The garrifon remained in the fort 10 days, diligently employed in 
many neceflfary works; and the enemy, now augmented to 3000 men, 
imputed this intermiflion of their fallies to fear, and encamped within 
3 miles of the town, giving out that they intended to befiege the fort* 
Captain Clive determined to take advantage of their fecurity ^ and on 
the 14th of September marched out, two hours after midnight, with 
the greateft part of the garrifon, who entering their camp by furprize, found 
them, as was expedted, afleep. The troops beat up the camp from one end 
to the other, firing continually on numbers taking flight on all fides with 
fhrieks and confufion : the terror was fo great that very few made ufe of 
their arms, and even thefe few, after a fingle difcharge made at random, 
mingled with the refl of the fugitives -, and when the day broke, none of 
them remained in fight. This fuccefs was obtained without the loffc 

of a man. 

The two 18 pounders, which had been demanded from Madrafs,, 
were, with fome military ftores, on the road, efcorted only by a few 
Sepoys ', and the enemy, hoping to intercept them, fent a large detach- 
ment, which took poflTeflion of the great pagoda of Conjevaram : 30 Eu- 
ropeans and 50 Sepoys, with a field piece, were fent from the fort to 
diflodge them, and on their arrival found the pagoda abandoned -, the 
enemy having retreated to a fort in the neighbourhood, where they were 
continually reinforced from the majn body. Much depending on the 
fitfe arrival of the convoy, captain Clive, referving only 30 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys for the guard of the fort, fent all the reft to cover 
it. On this the enemy changed their defign, and returned haftily 
to the city, in expeflation that an aflfault made on the fort during 
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the abfenee of fo great a part of the garrifqn, would enoour^ the inhs^- 
^ i)ItaDts to riie : and in this confidence, their whole force, horfe and 
foot, advanced as fbon as it was dark, and furrounded the fort. Their 
mullketry, from the adjacent houfes, kept a continu^ fire upon the 
ramparts -, and this attack producing no effedl, a large body of horiq 
^nd foot advanced prornifcuoufly to the principal gate, endeavouring 
by outcries, and the noife of their military mufic, to confound the atten- 
tion of the garrifon, from whom they fuftained feveral difcharges of 
fnuiketry without quitting their ground. At laft fome grenades were 
thrown amongil them, the explofion of which frightening the horics, 
flung their cavalry into fuch confufion that they galloped a\yay, trampling 
over the foot : but within an hour Uiey recovered their fpirits, and made 
iuch another attack at the other e ate, where they were received and beat 
off as at the firft. Their infantry continued their fire until day-break, 
when the Englifh ^ictachnients, with the convoy, entered the town, upgn 
which they abanclpned. it with precipitation. The inhabitants in tjie fort, 
iatisfied with the treatment they had received from the garriibn, be- 
trayed, no iymptoms of infurredtion during the attack. 

The acquiifition of the fort of Arcot foon produced the efFe<9:. which 
had been expected firom it. Chunda-faheb detached 4000 of hi$. befi 
troops, horfe and foot, fipm Tritchanopoly, who in their rout were join- 
ed by his fon Raja-faheb, with 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, 
and together with the troops already colleded in the neighbourhood of 
Arcot, entered the city on the 23d of September, and Raja-faheb fixed 
his head-quarters in the palace of the Nabob. 

Captain Clivc finding himfelf on the point of being clofely beficged, 
determined to make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out of the 
town, which, if it did not fucceed, might at leaft produce the good 
cffedl of impreffing them v^th an opinion of the courage of his men. 
On the 24th at noon, the greateft, part of the garrifon^ with the four 
fipid pieces, faUied out of the northwefl gate : this faced a flreet, which, 
afi:er continuing about ieventy yards in a direct line to the north, 
turned off to the eaft, and formed another flreet, at the end of which 
on the left hand was fituated the Nabob's palace. This fronted another 
ilree^i which ihiking to the ibuth, continued on the eaftem fide of the 
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fort. The iquarc interval between thefe fliree ftreets and thlc norttern 
wall of the fort was filled with buildings and indofures. Captain Clive 
intending to place the enemy between two fires, ordered a platoon un- 
der the command of enfign Glafs to march up the ftreet on the eaftem 
fide of the fort, which led up to the palace, and advanced himfelf with 
the main body along the north ftreet. The French troops, with four 
field pieces, were drawn up it the end of the crofs ftreet in front of the 
palace. Captain Clive'S party no fooher came in fight 6f theta than a 
hot cannonade'.enfued ih the crofs ftreet, at the diftance of only 30 yards. 
The French in a few minutes, Were driven from their gups, and fan 
into the palace -, but by this time the troops of Raja-faheb had taken pof- 
feflion of all the houfes in the ftreet, anc^ fecure under this cover, kept up 
a continual fire from their muflcetry with fuch good aim, that 1 4 m«!i, who 
puftied to bring away the French guns were all cither killed or woundied* 
There was on one fide of the ftreet a large choultry : thefe are buildingjs 
intended for the reception of travellers, cov««d and inclofed on three fides 
with walls, but open in front, whefe, inftead of a wall, the roof is fuppbrted' 
by pillars. Captain Olive, to preferve his men, relinquilhed the inten* 
tion of bringing off the enemy's c annon, arid ordered them to enter 
the choultry -, from hence the artillery men ftepping out aiid retreating 
into it immediately after they had performed the fetvices allotted to each 
of them, continued to load and fire tlieir field pieces until they had I'e-* 
coiled into the north ftreet. The troops then quitting the choultry, 
joined their guns and proceeded to the fort without meeting aiiy farther 
moleftation. Enfign Glafs's^ platoon returned at the fame time : thefe had 
encountered, and put to flight 3 or 400 of the enemy's Sepoys, whom 
they found pbfted as an advanced guard in an i^clofure adjoining to the 
ftreet through which they intended to pafs to the palace i where, by this 
interruption, they were prevented from arriving ih time to render the ier-* 
vice expefted firom them. The garrifon fuftered this day the lofs of 1 5 
Europeans, who were either killed on the fpot, or died afterwards of 
their wounds ; amongfl them was lieutenant* Trenwith, who percei^g 
a Sepoy firom a window taking aim at captain Give, pulled him on 
one fide, upon which the Sepoy, changirfg- his aim, (hot lieutenant 
Treottrith through the body. Lieutenant Revd, the only artillery officer, 
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with 1 6 other men, was likewifc difabled. This fally would be 
condemned by the rules of war cftabliflied in Europe, for they for- 
bid the beficged to run fuch a rifque, unlefs they are aflured of greatly 
outnumbering the party they attack; but it is not reafbnable to drain the 
rules calculated for one fyftem to the fervice, of another difiering fo 
widely from it, as the modes of war in Indoftan differ from thofe in 
Europe. 

The next day Raja-faheb was joined by 2000 men from Veloor, 
commanded by Mortiz-ally in perfon j and took pofleilion of all the 
^venues leading to the fort, which feemed little capable of fuftain- 
ing the impending fiege. Its extent was more than a mile in cir- 
cumference. The walls were in many placeis ruinous ; the rampart too 
narrow to admit the firing of artillery ; the parapet low and flightly 
built; fcveral of the towers were decayed, and none of them capable 
of receiving more than one piece of cannon ; the ditch was in moft 
jdaces fbrdable, in others dry, and in fome choaked up: there was 
between the foot of the walls and the ditch a fpace about 10 feet 
broad, intended for a fauflebray, but this had no parapet at the fcarp 
of the ditch. The fort had two gates, one to the north-weft, the other 
to the eaft ; both of which were large piles of mafonry projeding 40 
feet beyond the walls, and the paffage from thefe gates was, inftead 
of a draw-bridge, a large caufeway crofting the ditch. The garrifon 
had from their arrival employed thcmfelves indefatigably to remove and 
repair as many of thefe inconveniences and defeds as the fmallnefs of 
their nunjbers could attend tO/i They had endeavoured to burn down ' 
fever al of the neareft houfes, but without fuccefs j for thcfe having no 
wood-work in their conftruftion, excepting the beams which fupported the 
ceih'ng, refifted the blaze : of thcfe houfes the enemy's infantry took pof- 
feffion, and began to fire upon the ramparts, and wounded feVeral of the 
garrifon before night, when they retired. At midnight, enfign Glafs, 
was fent with 10 men, and fome barrels of gun-powder, to blow up 
two of the houfes which moft annoyed the fort. This party were let 
down by ropes over the walls, and entering the houfes without being 
4ifcovered, made the explofion, but with fo little fkill that it did not 
produce the intended efted : at their return the rope, by which en- 
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fign Glafs was getting into the fort, broke, and he was by the fall ren- 1751. 
dered incapable of farther duty ; fo that, at the beginning of the liege, ^^ 
the garrifon was deprived of the fcrvice of four of the eight officers who fet 
DUt on the expedition ; for one was killed, two wounded, and another 
Tetumed to Madrafs; and the troops fit for duty were diminiQied to 120 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys : thefe were befieged by 150 Europeans, 2000 
Sepoys, 3000 cavalry, and 5000 Peans. 

The (lore of provifion in the fort was only fufficient to fupply the garrifon 
fixty days, which rendered it neceffary to fend away all the inhabitants, 
excepting a few artificers, and the enemy permitted them to pafs through 
their guards without moleftation: amongil thofe who remained was a 
mafon, who had for many years been employed in the fort ; he gave 
information that there was an aquedudt under ground, known to very 
few, but which, if difcovered by the enemy, would enable them to drain 
the only refervoir of water in the fort : the man was rewarded for this 
feafonable intelligence, and employed to prevent the miichief, by choak-* 
ing up a part of the aquedudt within the walls. For 1 4 days, the enemy, 
not 3ret furaifhed with battering cannon, carried on the fiege by firing 
from the houies with mufketry, and a bombardment from four mortars. 
The bombardment did little damage, and to avoid the effed of #ie muf^ 
ketry, none of the garrifon were fufFered to appear on the ramparts, ex- 
cepting die few immediately hecefTaiy to prevent a furprize ; but notwith- 
Handing this precaution, feveral were killed, and more wounded : for the 
enemy, fecure in the houies, and firing from refling*places, took fuch 
excellent aim, that they often hit a man when nothing but his head ap- 
peared above the parapet -, and in this manner three feijeants were killed, 
who at different times fingly accompanied captain Clive in vifiting the 
works. Mortiz-ally, a few days after, his arrival, pretended , to be dil^ 
fatisfied with Raja-faheb, and removed his troops to a different part of 
the dty, from whence he fent a meflenger, inviting the garrifon to make 
a fally on the quarters of Raja-faheb, in which he offered to affift them 
with his whole force. Capt. Clive miflrufted his profeffions, but confidering 
the advantage of keeping fuch a numberof the enemy's troops inadive, pre^ 
tended to approve of the propofal, and carried on for foveral days a correi^ 
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pondeBcc, until Mortiz-aDy, fufpcftinghis fchemc was deteSed, iqcnned 
the. army. 

On the 24th of Odober, the French troops recdved from Pondi« 
cherry two 18 pounders, and fevcn pieces of finaller calibre, andimme* 
diately opened a battery to the north-weft, which was io well iierved, 
that their very fird /hot difmounted one of the 18 pounders in the fort, 
and the next entirely difabled it. The garrifon mounted the other \% 
pounder \ and this, after a few (hot, was likewife diimounted ; after 
which it was employed only in fuch parts of the fort, where it was^ 
not expofed to the enemy's artillery. The three field pieces were like- 
wife caytioufly . referved to repulfe the enemy when they fhould ftorm > 
ib that their battery firing without much oppofition> in fix days beat 
down all the wall lying between two towers> and nriade a pra€licable breach 
of fifty feet. In the mean time the garrifon were employed in making 
works to defend it : a trench was dug juft under the rampart, and ber 
hind that at fome diflance another > both of which were fcattered with 
crows feet, and behind them the wall c^ a houie was pulled down to the 
heighth of a breafl-work ; from whence a row of palLifadoes was carried 
along on each fide of the two trenches, and continued up the rampart 
to the i^arapet. A field piece was planted on one of the towen 
which flanked the breach without^ and two fixuU pieces of cannoo 
oa the flat roof of a houie within the fort, oppofite to the oitraoce* 
In theft employments, as indeed in 9II others> the officers contdk 
bttted their labour equally with the common men ^ and the eaemy» 
inforn>ed of thefe preparations to defend the breach, did not think it 
fafe to attack k before they had made another t they had by this^ 
^c burft one of their 18 pounders, and removed the otber^ with 
cne nine pounder^ to a battery which they ereded to the ibuthir 

weft. 

The garrifon inten£ng to convince R^a-faheb ths^ they were ii^ 9 
condition to execute even labours not indii^nfibly necefTary, thickened 
the bigheft tower of the ramparts^ and then raifed on the top of it a 
mound (^ eardi to fuch a beightb as commanded the palace over the 
interjacent houfes. On the top of this iBoond they hoifted % vaA piece 
^ cannon, feiit> according to the tradition of the iR)rt> from Delhi, 
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by Aurcng-zcbc, and faid to have been drawn by looo yoke of oxen. 
There were federal (lone balls belonging to it, each weighing 7 2 pounds. 
The cannon was laid on the mound, and loaded with 30 pounds of 
powder, which was fired by a train carried to a confiderable diftance on 
the ground. The (hot went through the palace, to the no fmall terror 
of Raja-fsJaeb and his principal officers; and as this was the only effedt 
intended, the cannon was fired only once in the day, at the time 
when the officers aflembled at the head-quarters : on the fourth day it 

burft. 

The enemy, as if they intended to retaliate this affi-ont, filled up t 
large houfe which commanded the eaftern gate with earth well ramm'd 
down, and upon this bafe raifed a fquare mound of earth to fuch a 
heighth as commanded not only the gate, but likewife every part within 
the fort : from hence they intended to fire on the rampart with mufketry 
and two fmall pieces of cannon. They were fufFered to go on with their 
work until they had compleated it, and mounted the cannon, when thd 
garrifon began to fire from the referved 18 pounder, and in lefi than an 
hour the mound gave way and tumbled at once with 50 men flationed 
on it, moft of whom were either killed or difabled* 

Notwithflanding the numbers of the enemy's guards which furround^ 
cd the fort) the garrifon, by means of able ipiesi, carried On a conftant 
correipondenpe with Madrafs ^nd Fort St» David, where the company's 
agents were very foUicitous to relieve them» and having received £)me xo^ 
emits fi'om Europe, formed a party of looEuropeans, who with aooSepoys, 
iet out firom Madrafs under the command of lieutenant Innis« They had 
not advanced 30 miles in their way to Arcot, when they were furrounded 
in the town of Trivatore by 2000 of Raja-faheb's troops detached with 20 
Europeans and two field pieces firom the city* The Englifh party hav^ 
ing no cannon, were fo feverdy annoyed by the enemy's, that lieutenant 
Innis, as the only refburce, made a pufh with all his Europeans to drive 
them from their guns. The attempt fucceeded, but not without a fharp 
contefl, in which 20 of the Englifh and two of their officers were killed, 
and a greater number wounded. This lofs deterred the reflfrom continuing 
their march, and they retreated to Ponomaley, a fort belonging to the 
company 1 5 miles wcfl of Madrafs. 
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On ^e 24th of OAober the enemy opened thdr battery to the fouth-- 
weft : the part of the wall againft which they direded their fice was in a 
very ruinous condition, but it had the advantage of being much lefs expofed 
than any other to the fire from the houfes. The garriibn therefore kept 
up a conflant fire of mufketry againft the battery, and feveral times 
drove the enemy out of it^ but the breach notwithftanding increaied 
every day. 

The retreat of lieutenant Innis left the garriibn little hopes of 
fuccour from the fettlements, but at this time their fpirits were raifed- 
by the hopes of other refources. A body of 6000 Morattoes, un- 
der the command of Morari-row, had lain for fbme time encamped 
at the foot of the weftern mountains, about 30 miles firom Arcot: they 
had been hired to adift Mahomed-ally by the king of Myfbre ; but the 
retreat of, the Englifh, and the Nabob's troops to Tritchanopoly, had 
been repreiented in the neighbouring countries fo much to their prgiudice^, 
that the Nabob's affairs were thought to be defperate, and his allies 
were fulpcded of having litde intention to fupport him ; and from this per- 
fuafion the Morattoes remained ina£tive. Captain Clive had found means 
to fend a mcflenger to inform them of his fituation, and to requeft their 
approach to his relief; the meffenger returning fafely to the fort,, 
brought a letter from Morari-row, in which he faid that he would not 
delay a moment to fend a detachment of his troops to the afiiftance of 
fuch brave men as die defenders of Arcot, whofc behaviour had now 
firft convinced him that the Englifli could fight. 

Raja-faheb receiving intelligence of their intentions, fent a flag of truce 
on the 30th of Odlober, with propofals for the furrender of the fort. 
He offered honourable terms to the garriibn, and a large fum of money 
to captain Clive ; and if his offers were not accepted, he threatened to 
ftorm the fort immediately, and put every man to the fword. 

, Captsun Clive, in his anfwer, refleding on the badnefs of Chunda* 
faheb's caufe, treated Raja- faheb^s offers of money with contempt^ and faid, 
that he had too good an opinion of his prudence to believe that he 
would attempt to ftorm, until he had got better foldiers than the 
rabble of which his army was compofed. As foon as the meffenger 
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was di4>atched, the flag of truce was pulled down ; but the enemy not 
underfianding the rales of European war» numbers of them remained 
near the ditch parlepng with the Sepoys, and perfuading them, to defert^ 
The croud was feveral times warned to retire> but continuing to dii^ 
regard the injundion, were difperfed by a volley of fmall arms, which 
kUled feveral. of tliem« 

Lieutenant Innis's party, reinforced to the number of 150 Europeans,, 
and with four field pieces, was now advancing under the command of 
Capt. Kirkpatrick ; and on the 9th of November a detachment of Morat«- 
toes arrived in the neighbourhood, and intercepted ibme ammunition going 
to the enemy. They likewife attempted to enter the town ; but finding 
every flreet and avenue barricaded, they contented themielves with plun* 
dering and fetting fire to fbme houfes in the fkirts of it„ after which they 
retreated. 

By this time the enemy had, from their battery to. the fbuth-^efl^ 
made a breach much larger than that to the north-wefl, for it extended 
near 30 yards ; but the ditch before it was full of water, and not fordable t 
and the garrifon had counterworked this breach with thefame kinds of 
defences as the other. 

Raja-faheb, exafperated by the anfwer he had received to hfs fum- 
wooasy and alarmed by the approach of the Morattoes, and the detach- 
ment from Madrafs, determined to florm the fort. In the evening a 
^y brought intelligence of this to the garrifon, and at midnight another 
came widi a particular account of all the enemy's difpofitions, and of the 
hour of attack, which was to begin at the dawn of day by the fignal of 
three bombs. Captain Qive, almoft exhaufted ^ith fatigue, laid down 
to fleep> ordering himfelf to be awakened at the firfl alarm. 

It was the 14th of November, and the fefHval which comme* 
morates the murder of the brothers Haffein and Jaflein happened to fall 
out at this time. This is celebrated by the Mahomedans of Indoftan? 
with a kind of religious niadnefs, fome aiSling and others bewailing 
the cataflrophe of their faints with fo much energy, that feveral die of the 
cxceffes they commit : they are likewife perfuaded, that who- 
ever falls in batde, againfl unbelievers, during any of the days of 
this ceremony, fhall inflantly be tranflatcd into the higher paradife„ 
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1751. without flopping at aay of the intermediate purgatories. To the enthn- 
fiafm of fupctfiition was added the more certain efficacy of inebriation ; 
for moft of the ttoops, sis is cuftomary during die agitations of this fefti- 
ral, had eaten ptentifoliy of bang, a plant which either ftupfies or 
excites the moft dcfperate cxceffes of rage. Thus prepared, as 
foon as the morning broke, the army of Raja-faheb advanced to the 
attack. Befidcs a multitude that came with ladders to every part of 
the walls diat were acceffible, there appeared four principal divifions. 
Two of the divifions advanced to the two gates, and the other two were 
allotted to the breaches. 

Captain Clive awakened by the alarm, found his garrifon at their 
pofts, according to the difpofitions he had made. The parties who 
attacked the gates drove before them feveral elephants, who, with large 
plates of iron fixed to their foreheads, were intended to break them 
down i but the elephants, wounded by the mufketry, foon turned, and 
trampled on thofe who efcorted them. Tlie ditch before the breach to 
the nordirwefl was fordable ; and as many as the breach would admits 
mounted it with a mad kind of intrepidity, whilft numbers came and 
fat down with great compofure in the fauffe-braye under the tower whera 
the fidd piece was planted, and waited here to relieve thofc who were 
employed in the attack : thefe paScd the breach, and fome of them 
even got over the firft trench before the defenders gave fire; it fell 
heavily, and every (hot did execution : and a number of muflcets were 
loaded in readine^, whidi thole behind delivered to the firft rank as fiift 
as they could difcharge them* The two pieces of cannon fiom the top 
of the houfe fired likewife on the a^ailants, who in a few minutes 
abandoned the attack, when another body, and then another fucceed- 
ed, who were driven off in the fame manner : in the mean time mor- 
tars, with (hort fiifees, whkrh had been prepared and lodged on the ad- 
jacent rampart were thrown into the faufle-braye, and by their explofion 
drove the crowd, who had feated themfclves there, back again over the 
ditch. At the breach to the fouth-vreft the enemy brought a raft, and 
fevcnty men embarked on it to crofe the ditch, which was flanked 
by two field pieces, one in each tower : the raft had almoft gained 
the faufle-braye, when captain Clive obferving that the gunners fired 
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with bad aim, took the management of one of rhe ficH ptcce^ hrmfeW; 
and in three or four difcharges ftruck down twenty men, which flnng die 
reft into fuch confufion that they overfct the raft, and tumbled into the 
ditch; where fome of them were drowned, and the reft, intent only 
on their own prefervation^ fwam back and left the raft b^ind. 

In theie dif^rent attacks the enemy continued the ftorm for an hour, 
when they rdinqoiihcd all their attempts of anfioyance at once, and 
employed themfebe» carncftly in carrying off their dead. AnKxigft thefe 
was the commander of their Sepoys,, who fell in the faude^braye of 
the northern breach : he had diftinguiihed himfcif with great bravery 
'nK the attack, and was {o much beloved by his troops, that one of 
them crofled the ditch and carried off hi& body, expofing. himfelf 
daring the attempt to the fire of 40 mufkets,. from which he had the 
good £:xtuiie to efcape. It feemed as if the enemy expeded that the 
garrifon would permit them to fulfil this duty to theif friends s but 
finding that they differed feverely in attempting it, they at lafl retreated 
and difappeared^ Their lofs during the ftorm was computed to be not 
ieis than 400 men killed and wounded, of which very few were Europe*^ 
ans, for moft of the French troops were obferved drawn ^ and looking on^ 
at a diftance. Of the defenders, only four Europeans were killed and two* 
Sepoys w6unded. Many of the garriiba being difabled by fickneis off 
wounds, the aumber which repuUed the florm was no n^ore thaa 8c£ur 
ropeans, officers included, and 1 20 Sepoys ; and thefe, befide& &rving 
fitie pieces of cannon, fired 1 2000 mufket cartridges during the attack.. 

Two hours after the enemy renewed their fke upon the fort, both 
with their canjaon and with musketry from the houfes : at two in the 
aftecnoon they demanded leave to bury their dead, which was granted,, 
and a truce allowed until four : they them recommenced and continued^ 
their fire imardy till two ki the morning, whea on a fudden it ceafed 
totally I and at day--break,. intelligence was brought that the: whole 
army had abandoned the town with precipitation^ On receiving, 
this joyful news, the garrifon immediately marched into the enemy's , 
' quarters, where they found four pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition, which they brought in triumph into» 
the fort. During the time that the garrifon were fhut up in the fort> 
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1 75 1. 45 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
both wounded, moft of whom fufFered by the enemy's musketry from 
the houfes. 

Thus ended this iiege, maintained 50 days, under evciy difadvantage 
of fituation and force, by a handful of men in their firft campaign, with 
a fpirit worthy of the mofl veteran troops ; and conduced by their young 
commander with indefatigable adivity, unfliaken conflancy, and un- 
daunted courage : and notwithilanding he had at this time neither read 
books, or convcrfed with men capable of giving him much inflruftion 
in the military art ; all the refburces which he employed in the defence 
of Arcot, were fuch as are dilated by the beft mafters in the fcience 
of war. 

In the evening the detachment with captain Kirkpatrick entered the 
town, which the army of Raja-faheb no fooner quitted than all the 
troops, fent to his afliftance by different chiefs, returned to their homes, 
and there remained with him only thofe which had been detached by his 
father from Tritchanopoly. Withf thefe and the French he retired to Ve- 
loor, and pitching his camp clofeto the eaftera fide of the town, fortified 
it with flrong entrenchments. Captain Clive leaving captain Kirk- 
patrick with a garrifon in the fort, took the field on the 19th of No- 
vember, with 200 Europeans, 700 Sepoys, and three field pieces, 
and marched to Timary, which the governor now furrendered on the 
firil fummons : a fmall garrifon was left in this place, and the army re- 
turned and encamped near the weflern fide of the city, waiting to be 
joined by the Morattoes. Of thefe, 5000 horfe, with Morari-row at 
their head, had proceeded to the fbuthward, and 1000 under the com- 
mand of Bofin-row, a nephew of Morari-row, remained to aflift cap- 
tain Clive ', but they, inflead of joining hini immediately, employed them- 
fclves fome days in plundering the country. As they lay encamped with 
great negligence within a (hort march of Veloor, the French troops with 
Raja-faheb attacked them with fuccefs in the night, killed 40 or 50 of 
their horfes, and plundered their camp. After this defeat they came to the 
Englifh camp, and intreated captain Clive to march to the place where 
they had fufFered, in hopes of recovering their lois. Their requeflf was 
complied with to keep them in temper, but nothing was recovered; fbrthc 
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enemy had carried off and fecured the booty. At this time intelligence 1751. 
was received that a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were ap- 
proaching towards Arnie, a ftrong fort fituated about 20 miles to the 
fouth of Arcot ; on which captain Clive requefted Bofin-row to ac- 
company him with his troops to intercept them before they joined 
Raja-faheb. The Morattoe facing no probability of acquiring plunder, 
refUfed his affiftance, and the Englifti marched without him ; but hear- 
ing that the French party had retreated to Chittapet, returned to their 
ftation near Arcot. Two or three days after, Raja-faheb quitted his 
encampment near Veloor, and in the night, made a forced march to 
Arnie, where he was joined by the party from Chittapet. The Morat- 
toes (till continued unwilling to accompany the Englifh in queft of the 
enemy; but, hearing from their fpies, that their reinforcement had 
brought a large fum of money for Raja-faheb, Bafin-row expreflcd 
as much eagemefs to march againfl him as he had hitherto (hewn 
reluctance. The troops immediately moved ; but the Morattoe was 
not able to aflemble more than 600 of his horfemen, the reft being 
employed in their ufual excurfions. The next afternoon, by a forced 
march of 20 miles, the army came in fight of the enemy, juft as they' 
were preparing to crofs the river which runs to the north of Arnie, who 
encouraged by the fiipcriority of their force, which confided of 300 
Europeans, 2000 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys, with four field pieces, im- 
mediately formed, and returned to meet them. Captain Clive halted to 
receive them in an advantageous pod : the Morattoes vvere ftation^d in a 
grove of palm trees to the left ; the Sepoys in a village to the right j and 
the Europeans, with the field pieces in the center, in an open ground, 
which extended about three hundred yards between the grove and the vil- 
lage ; in the front were rice fields, which at this time of the year were very 
fwampy, and the approach of the enemy*s cannon would have been im- 
pradCcable, Tiad there not been a caufeway leading to the village on the' 
right. The French troops, with about 1 500 Sepoys, and their artillery, 
marched along the caufeway; and the horfe, amongft which the reft of 
the Sepoys were interfperfed, moved in a feparate body to the left, and 
attacked the Morattoes in the grove fome time before the other wing 
"was engagefj any other way than by cannonading at a diftancc. The 
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1 75 1. Morattoes fought in a manner peculiar to themfelves: their cavalry 
were armed with fabres, and every horleman was clofely accompanied 
by a man on foot, armed with a fword and a large club, and feme in- 
ftead of a cjub carried a (hort ftrong fpear ; if a horfe was killed and the 
rider remained unhurt, he immediately began to adl on foot; and if the 
rider fell, and the horfe efcaped, he was immediately mounted, and 
prelTed on again to the charge by the firft footman who could fcizc him, 
Notwithilanding the difference of numbers, and the advantage of the 
enemy's difpofition, they behaved with great fpipt, and made five fuc- 
ceffive charges, in every one of which they were repulfed by the fire of 
the enemy's Sepoys. In the mean time the other wing advanced towards 
the village, and found their line of march along the caufeway (o much 
galled and infiladed by the EnglUh field pieces, that all but the ardlleiy* 
men, with the cannon and two. or three platoons to fupport them, quitted 
the caufeway and formed in the rice fields an extenfive fi'ont, which reach* 
ed almoft to the grove, where their cavalry was engaged, who loiagined 
that this motion was made to reiaferce them. Upon this chaise in their 
difjx)fition, two field pieces v^re fent to fupport the Morattoes, and 
the Sepoys, with two platoons of Europeans, were ordered to fally from 
the village and attack the enemy's artillery. This unexpected motion ter- 
rified thofe who remained to defend the cannon, fb much that they imme- 
diately began to draw them off^and retreat. Their example was follow- 
ed by the Sepoys in the rice fields, and the retreat of theie immediately 
difpirited the horfe and foot fighting at the grove, who had fuffered 
from the two field pieces ; and this whole wing gave way and retreated 
likewife, purfiied by the Morattoes. Capt.Clive,with his infantry and field 
pieces, advanced along the caufeway in purfuit of the enemy,who made a 
ftand at three different choultreys in their rout, but were beat out of each 
of them, when night coming on, the purfuit ceafed. About 50 of 
the French, and 1 50 of the enemy's cavalry and Sepoys were either 
killed or wounded in the action. The Englifh loft no European, and 
only eight Sepoys j but of the Morattoes about fifty were either killed oir 
difabled. 

Raja-faheb continuing his retreat, crofled the river, and entered the 

town of At nie : which at midnight they quitted in great difbrder, in- 
tending 
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tending to make the beft of their way to Gingccs and the n^t morning 
the Er^li& entered the town, in which they found many tents, and a 
large quacd^ of baggage. The Morattoes fet out in purfuit of the 
enemy ^ and, before night, returned with 400 hor&s, and Raja- 
faheb's military cheft, in which they found 100,000 rupees. A 
great number of the enemy's Sepoys came and offered their 
fervice to captain Qive, who inlLfted as many as brought good 
anns; and theib amounted to 6qo. Receiving intdligence from them, 
that Raja-^faheb had depofited ibme valuaUe efiedts in the fort of 
Amie, he fummoned the governor to deliver them up, together with 
his fort; After ibme altercations, the man fent out an elephant 
and 1 5 hoHes, with a great quantity of baggage, and agreed to take 
the oath of fealty to Mahomed-ally, but refufed to furrender his fort, 
which the anny, having no battering cannon, was not in a condition 
ta attack. 

. The French, during the iiege of Arcot, had again taken po0eilion 
of ^ grtat pagoda of Conjevaram, and placed in it a garriibn pf 
3^ Europeans and 300 Sepoys, who from hence interrupted the com*^ 
municatian betwei^ Arcot and Madra&, and had fuiprized a party 
of ^\:M men, returning fit>m the iiege. Amongft thefe were 
tbe e^fiers Refel and Gla&y to whom the French gave quarter after 
they had mwdered five or iax Europeans as they lay in their litters with- 
out anns, and incapable of making refinance. Captain Qive de- 
termuicd to avail himfdf of the difpedion of R^-faheb's forces to reduce 
Conjevarafli : and two or three dsg^s after his vi€|ory, maidied thither at 
thehead of his own fierce : for Bafin^xow, in obedience to orders which 
he had received ikom bis unde. proceeded wtih the Morattoes from 
Arnie to Tritchanopdy. The French officer at Conjevaram was fum- 
moned to furrender ; and none of the garrifon underflanding the £ng- 
li& language, he ^^rdered his prifoners. Revel and Glais, to write a 
letter^ and acquaint captain Clive, that he intended to expofe them 
on the walk, if the pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, , but 
added, that tbej^ hoped no regard to their fafety would induce him 
to diipxiunue his operatbns againft &e place. The army waited hmc 
da,ys for two 16 poujaders,, which were coming from Madra&> and 
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1751. as foon as they arrived began to batter in breach at the diftanceof 
200 yards : the enemy had no cannon, but fired very finartly with 
their muflcetry, which killed feveral men at the battery, and lieutenant 
Bulkley, reconnoitering the pagoda over a garden-wall in company with 
captain Clive, was (hot through the head clofe by his fide. The walls 
refifted three days before a breach began to appear, when the garrifon, 
confcious of their demerits, and dreading the jufl: refentment of the 
Englifli, abandoned the pagoda in the night, but left behind the twa 
prifoners. After ruining the defences of Conjevaram, captain Clive 
fent 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to Arcot, and returned in the 
middle of December with the reft to Madrafs ; from whence he went 
to Fort St. David, to give an account of his campaign to the pre^ 
fidency. 

During thefe {uccefles in the province of Arcot,. Chunda-(aheb> 
beleaguered Tritchanopoly. The French battalion fixed their quar- 
ters at a village called Chuckley-poHam, on the Ibuthern bank of the 
Caveri, about two miles and! a half from the eaft fide of tiie towni^ 
The troops of Chunda-faheb, for the convenience of water, encamp6(£ 
likewife along the bank of the river, and to the eaftWard of Ghucklcy*-^ 
fJoUam, which poft fecured one of the flknks of their camp^ and at the- 
other extremity of it, three miles diftant, they raifed a redoubt; on which* 
they mounted two pieces of cannon. The French, on whom* the ope- 
rations of the fiege principaHy depended; fent to* their fettfement of Ka- 
rlcalfor a train of battering artillery, and in the begihning of September 
they raifed their principal battery a little to the fouth of the north-eaft 
angle of the town, and at the diftance of 1200 yards from- the walh.. 
To fave the fatigue of carrying on trenches betweenr this poff and the 
camp, they afterwards made the battery^ a* regular redoubt, by inclofing* 
It on both flanks and in the rear widi a parapet and a deep ditch ; here 
they mounted three 18 pounders, and three mortars, which were defend- 
ed by a conftant guard of roo Europeans and' 400 Sepoys. They likc«^ 
wife mounted two 18 pounders on a rock, whidi has everfince obtain- 
ed the name of the French rock, and is fituated about 2000 yards direft- 
ly eaft fi-om the fouth-eaft angle of die town 5 tfiey alfo raifed a battery 
of two guns on the ifland of Seringham>; from whid^ they^ fired acrbis 
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the Caveri at the northern gate of the city, to interrupt the com* 175^- 
munication of the inhabitants with the river ^ thefe guns, as well 
as thofe on the French rock, were at too great a diftance to make 
any impreflion on the walls. By thefe works alone they hoped to* 
reduce the city ; the infufficiency of thenr foon raifed in the Engliih 
battalion a contempt of their courage and militaiy abilities, and it was 
now that they began to be afhamed of having retreateds before fuch an 
enemy;, and judging, as ufual^ from events, to blame theic^ commander' 
for an excefs of caution in his retreat,, of which theic own panicks had 
been the principal caiife: for captain Gingen was undoubtedly, a maR; 
of courage, and had feen much fervice in Europe y but ha^ng. had no 
experience againft an Indian army; fell into the error of imagining that 
the cavalry of Chunda-faheb would a£t with all the vigour of which 
their number and appearance feemed. capable. His prudence, . if im«> 
proper before, became abfolutely neceflary nowi as the French hadi 
taken pofleflion of pofts in- which they couldido no'harm to the towiij 
but from which they could: not be dnven without great lofs :^ he there^- 
fore determined to preferve his men,^, whilft^ the enemy fatigued their 
troops and exhaufled their, ammunition. to no purpofe: and. in< this in* 
tentionkept the greateft part of the battalion and Sepoys encamped cloi^: 

to the weftern, fide of the town,, where they were out of the reach of 
annoyance;^ 

To fave that: part of the wall againft which the enemy's principal? 
battery fired, a glacis was raifed to fuch a height as left nothing but tha 
parapet expoied ;; and the grenadiers, commanded by captain Dalton^ 
W£re pofled behind this glacis-: an entrenchment was flung; up between^ 
the Frenck rock and the ibuth-eaft angle of the town, in which the 
company of C(^res were pofted, to protect from furprizes the Nabob's 
cavaliy encamped to the fouth.; and to oppofe the enemy's battery in- 
the ifland, twa guns were mounted dofe to the ibuthem bank, of the 
river^. 

To infilade thefe, the French, mounted two guns oa the fame fide of 
the river; but were one night driven from. this poft by. captain Dalton:: 
^y,, a few days after, furprized the Englifli^ entrenchment oppofite 
to^eFrend^ rock^ and carried, off the captaiaand nine Cbfiresj and 
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1 7 5 1 . thefe two were the only enteq^rizes made on cither fide during the month 
of Odober. The enemy's batteries indeed fked conftantly and finanly 
every day, and daftiaged fomc houfes, bat made no impreflion on the 
defences of the town ; they fupplied the defenders wjth a great 
number of cannon-balls, all of which had the Englifti mark, being the 
fame that the (hips had 'fired againfl Pondicherry, with as littk dfeft as 
^hey were now thrown away againft Tritchanopoly. 

But although little was to be feared from the efforts of an enemy who 
feemed ignorant of the firft princijJes of a regular attack, 3ret every 
thing was to be apprehended from the poverty to which the Nabob was 
reduced. His troops threatened to defert : the expences of the Englifli 
battalion, which ufed to be furnifhed irom his treafury, began to be 
defrayed by that of Fort St. David, and he had no reafon to believe that 
they would continue to fupport him any longer than there was a 
probability of eXtricatihg him out of his diftrefies ; and thefe he forefaw 
would increafe every day, unlefs he could obtain all army equal to that 
of Chondi-faheb, whofe fuperiority had hitherto deterred the English 
troops fixim making any vigorous eflfbrts. 

The ohly prince in the peninfula from whofe fituation, ptwcr, and 
indinatk^h, die Nabob couM expeft the afliftance which he flood fo 
much In need of, was the king of Myfore. The territory of this In- 
dian prince is bounded to the caft by the fouthern part of the Camatic, 
and the kingdom of Tritchanopoly j and to^thc weft it extends, in fbme 
parts, within 30 miles of tht fea^oaft of Malabar. His annual revenue 
is computed at 20,000000 of rupees ; and the whole nation bore a mor^ 
tal hati^ to Ghunda-laheb, who, during the time Aat he governed 
Tritchanopoly, formed adeiign of conquering the country, andbcfieged 
for fevcral months Qirour, the ftrongeft of their frontier townt to the 
eaftward. The kingof Myibns being an infant, the govemrtocrrt was ad- 
miniftered by his uncle, who a6ted with unlimited power : to this regent, 
called in the country, the Dallaway of Myfore, Mahomed-ally applied for 
afiiffaince ; and finding diat theM^^d of Chunda-faheb's fucceflbs was 
not alone a fbfficitnt motive to induce him to take up arms, he agreed to 
all the terms which the My^ean demanded, and thefe were very exv- 
orbitant The Nabob ratified the treaty by his oa&, and the I)al- 
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Ifiway fet about aifiillng him whh efficacy. In conibquoice of this ne* 1751 
gociatioti, a party of 70 horiemen arrived at Tritchanopoly in the be- ' 
ginning of October from Seringapattiam) the capital of Myfore. They 
brought five hundred thouiand rupees : great re^£l was fiiewn to &eir 
officer $ ^x^ the day after his arrival a fkirmtfh happened, whkh» 
though inconfiderable, gave him a favoutaUe opinion of the Nabeb's^ 
European allies^ A platoon> wi^ two or thfee compajiies of Sepc^, were 
fent to cut dovm wood tA a git>ve fituated about a mife and a half ibuth^ 
caft from die city. The enemy having intelligenefe of this detachment, 
fent a large body of cavalry to cut off their retreat : their march being dif* 
covered from the rock in the eity, the grenadiers^ with fcmt Sepoys, and 
Wit field piece, wene fent to fupportthe f{rfl party, and the troop of My^ 
teana accompanied them. Captain Dalton meeting the v\^ood-<:arts loaded^ 
ordered diem to ptoceed to the town by a diftant road,and fomiing the tw& 
parties into one cdumn, with the field piece in fronts marched towards 
the enemy, inftead of ^tuf ning direftly to die city. He firft met the 
French dragoons, who halted on a final! eminence, to reconnoitre, and 
waited there until th^reeeived thefiee of a platoon» on whidi th^ retreat- 
ed to bring up the body of Chunda^faheb's cavalry, who remained at 
feme diftance in> the rear. Thefe came up fome time after at fiill ipeed, 
fiouriihing dieir fwcM'ds, and m^de a hak within point blank {hot, 
to draw the fire of the Engliih troops befoi^ they diarged ; but cap« 
tGun Dakon €»'dered his men to preferve it, and wait with fixed bayo- 
nets in clofe opder. The field piece alone w^s &ted^ and the firft 
AoC difmounted three Moors, and a few more diichai^ee put the 
whole body to flight. They left 2 2 hwfes killed on the plain, and the 
Myibreans took five prifoners, together with their horfes ; which at their 
return, a few days after, they earned in a kind of triumph to their own» 

country. 

The French continued to bombard the town without any change in 
their pofition ; and in the latter end of November the king of Myfore's 
«my began to affemble at Carour, fituated about 50 miles from Tritcha- 
nopoly, and clofe to the bank c£ the Coleroon 5 he likewifc took into 
his pay 6000 Morattoes, under the command of Morari-row, often 
mentioned in this hidory : i ooo of them wferc fent to fecood the efiforts 
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175 1 . of captain Clive in the Arcot province ; and in the beginning of" Decem- 
ber, 500 under the command of Innis-Khan, a brave and adive officer, 
<:ame to Tritchanopoly. The day after their arrival, they went boldly 
to reconnoitre the plain, where none of the Nabob's di(pirited cavalry 
had ever ventured to (hew themfelves, and finding a fmall detached 
camp of about 200 horie, which had lain four months unmolefted near 
the French rock 5 they rode into it fword in hand, and brought off every 
thing they found with the greateft compofure, (hewing no fear at 
the fwarms of Chunda-faheb's cavalry, who mounted and marched to- 
wards them from their great camp. 

After this exploit, the Morattoes went out feveral days fuc- 
ceflively to reconnoitre ; and Innis-Khan having obferved that the 
French dragoons were much more alert than any of Chunda-ia- 
heb's Cavalry, mounting and advancing on every alarm, he form- 
ed the defign of drawing them into an ambufoade; and having 
communicated his plan to captain Gingen, a party of Europeans, 
with two field pieces, were detached before day, who entering a 
large and deep water-courfe, which runs acrofs. the plain to the 
fouth of the city, concealed themfelves in it, within 400 yards of 
the French rock, and at the fame time Innis Khan, with 300 horfe- 
men, marched out from his encampment on the weft fide of the 
town. The furface of the plain round Tritchanopoly is very uneven, 
and full of hollow ways. The Morattoe taking a large circuit, placed 
his men in a hollow, v^here, when dtfmounted^ they could not be per- 
ceived either firom the French rock or that in the city. Every 
thing remained cjuiet in both camps until noon, when 40 Morattoes^ 
mounted on the beft horfes, fet out from the camp, and keeping out of 
cannoiv-ihot of the French rock, proceeded to the eaftward of it, anil 
then galloped fword in hand diredly to the enemy's camp, where they^ 
made no fmall hurry and <x)nfufion, either cutting down or driving alt 
the foragers they met quite up to the tents. This provoking the French, 
60 dragoons (allied, and were followed flowly by 400 of Chunda-faheb's 
cavalry. The Morattoes retreated flowly before them, halting as they 
halted, but always keeping at the diftance of muiket-fliot fi-om them: 
and in this manner they led the enemy as far as the French rock, when 
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Mr, Piichard, a brave officer, exafperated at the repeated defiances of fuch 1751* 
•a handful of men, formed his troop, and leaving the Moorifh cavalry, 
let out in purfuit of them at full ipeed. They now flew before the dra- 
goons, until they had led them infenfibly out of the reach of the French 
artillery on die rock, and beyond their own party in ambuicade ; when 
dieie mounting in an inftant, Tallied from the hollow way, arid charged 
the dragoons impetuoufly in the rear, whilfl the flying party wheeling, 
attacked them with equal fury in front. The adion was over in an 
inftant 5 the French had only time to difcharge a few piilols, and were 
all cut to pieces, excepting i o, who had not been able to keep up 
with the reft. The detachment of Chunda^-faheb's cavalry, either from 
cowardice, or fufpicion of the ftratagem, never ftirred from the rock; 
but the officer who commanded in that poft detached 100 men to fuccour 
his unfortunate friends. Lieutenant Trufler pofted in the entrench* 
ment oppofite the rock, feeing them march, and not knowing the fuc- 
cefs of the Morattoes, immediately advanced with the company of 
Coflfrees to oblige the party to return, who finding all loft on the plain, 
haftened back and faved the rock, which Trufler was on the point of 
carrying. The fuccefs of this ambufcade difpirited the enemy fo much, 
that they fuflfered their dead to lay on the plain without venturing out 
to bury them j and when, two days after, the Englifli went to per- 
form this charitable office, they found the bodies devoured by the 
jackals. 

The Morattoes, on the other hand, were fo much elevated, and 
conceived fo deipicable an opinion of the enemy, that they preflfed their 
allies to march out and ofier them battle : promifing, that if the Engliih 
battalion would engage the French, they would take care diat it fliould 
not be in the leaft incommoded by Chunda-faheb's cavalry, although 
thefe were 1 2,000, and they themfclves only 500. The reafonable ob- 
jedions made to this hardy propofal fatisficd them, until the arrival of Ba- 
fin-row with his body of 1000 men from the Arcot country ; when think- 
ing that this reinforcement rendered them a full match for the enemy, they 
afpired at the glory of finifhing the war thcmfelves, and became more and 
more follidtous for a general engagement, in which th^y promifed to 
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1 75 1, charge the French battalion on both fianks : finding that the Bnglklik 
flill declined to put any thing to^ a rifijue utitil the driiival of the HJkjixxe 
arniy, and of a reinforcen^ent expeded frotn: Port St« Divid ; die^ did 
not fcrupk to tell them^ that th^ were not the fame kind o£ men at 
tbofe they had feen fighting fo gallantly under captain CliYe; 

In the niean time the army c£ Myibre^ with 4000 Morattocs nnder 
Morari-row, had affembled on the frontier of Carour \ and tbe regent^ 
after many delays, at laft yielded to the preifing (bllicitations of the Na.-^ 
bob, and prepared to march to Tritchanopoly ; when the enemy baring- 
intelligence of hi? intention, ventured to detach a ftrong party of £d-» 
ropeans, cavalry and Sepoys, to the village of Kiflnavaram, fituafied 30 
miles to die weft of the city in the high road to Myfoire: they found the 
place, although fortified, without a garrifon ; and as fboh as diey were 
in pofTeffidn of it, began to improve the defences, fpreading a report,, 
that if the Myforeans offered to move, they would attack them, and 
afterwards pillage their country. This flopped the regent's march, and 
be wrote to the Niabob defiring d)at a flrong party of Europeans mi^t 
.be fent to his ailiflance without delay, as he was utterly ignordnt of the 
manner in which he ought to condudt himfelf againfl white men who 
ibught with muiketry and cannon. 

Lieutenant Trufler was detached on this fervice with 40 Europeans and 
1 00 Sepoys ; but it fbon appearing that this force was infufficient, cap* 
tain Cope proceeded with 100 more Europeans and 2 fmall field pieces. 
He was inffaiided to diflodge the enemy at all events, and found them 
pofled in a much flronger fituation than he expected » The village* 
was inclofed by a mud wall, flanked by round towers, and in ^ 
center of it was a fort : the nbrtheta fkie was cloie to the bank of 
the Coleroon, and the other fides were fiirtounded by a deep morafs^ 
paffable only in one part to the weflwardj to defend which, the 
French had flung up on an eminence an entrenchment at the diflance 
of gun*fhot firom the village. Captain Cope encamped to the wefl of 
this eminence, which he intended to attack before day-break, but by 
fome miflake the troops were not ready before the fun was rifen, by which 
time the enemy had reinforced the poft, and had lined ieveral banks 
I and 
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and water-courfes leading to it with Sepoys: he ncvertheleis perfifted in 1751 
his intention i but the forlorn-hope coming to a bank which {hcltcrcd ^-*"v^ 
them from the enemy's fire, could not be prevailed on to advance beyond 
it, and this example was followed by the reft. Lieutenant Felix, re- 
ceived a (hot through the body, as he flood encouraging them on the 
'top of the bank ; and foofi after, captain Cope, returning with a platocHi 
from the referve, was moi tally wounded : on which difafters the whole 
party retreated to their camp in diforder. 

Captain Dalton was fcnt from Tritdianopoly to take the command, 1 752. 
^md found the detachment joined -by the van of the Myfore army ; and 
two days after the regent himfelf came up vnih die reft : the whole con- 
fiftcd of 12000 horie and &000 ft)ot, including the Morattoes* He im- 
mediately defined a conference with captain Dalton, whom he received 
widi great politeneis, admiring, not widbout aftoniftiment, the martial 
«ppearanoe and regularity of the Englifh troops ; and forming naturally 
^e iame high opinion of the French^ he declared, that he ihould 
neither expofe his men nor }oie time in attacking them, but proceed at 
midnight widi half the army diredtiy to Tritchanopoly by another road 
at fome diftance on the plain, leaving die reft widi captain Dalton, whom 
he requefied to divert the enemy 8 attention by a falfe attack until he was 
out of the reach of danger : and, not content with thefe precautions, he 
deiired diat fome Europeans might accompany him as a fafeguard to his 
perfon. Thefe difpofidons anfwering the purpofe for which the detach- 
ment was fait, captain Dalton encouraged him in his refolution, and at 
midnight began to flcirmifti againft the enemy's pofts, which he kept 
alarmed until morning, by which time the rear of the r^ent's divifion 
was out of fight. This fervice proved to be much more neceflary than 
it firft appeared to be : for fuch was the military ignorance of the My- 
foreans, that they weire difoovered in the night pafiing acrofs the plain 
^with ten thoufand lights, as if they had been marching in the proceflion 
of art IncKan wedding. 

The next day the reft of their army fet off, dcfiring captain Dalton to 
remain before die village until they were out of fight, and promifed 
to halt and wait for him -, but diey were no fooner out of danger dian 
they hurried away to join the r^enti Sonie hours after, the Englifh de* 
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tachment decamped, and pafling by Riftnavaram without moleflation 
from the garriibn, returned to Tritchanopoly, where they arrived on the 
6th of February, and the French foon after recalled their detachment. 

The jun<aion of the M3rforeans determined -the king of Tanjore to 
declare for the Nabob ; and fbon after their arrival he fent to Tritcha* 
nopoly 3000 horie and 2000 foot, under the command of his genend 
Monack-jee. The Polygar Tondeman, whofe country lies betweea 
Tanjore and Madura likewife fent 400 horfe and 3000 Colleries: theie 
are a people almoft favage, who, under feveral petty chiefs, inhabit the 
woods between Tritchanopoly and Cape Comarin ; their name in their 
own language fignifies Thieves, and juflly defcribes their charafter : tficir 
weapon is a pike 1 8 feet long, with wluch they creep along the ground^ 
and ufe it with great addrefs in ambufcades ; but the principal fervice 
they render to an army is, by flealing or killing the horfes of thacne*- 
xny's camp. Thus the force of Mahomed*-ally became on a fudden fu- 
perior to that of Chunda-faheb ; for the troops of his allies joined to 
his own, formed a body of 20,000 cavalry, 6000 erf" which were Mo*- 
rattoes, and of 20,000 infantry. The army of Chunda-faheb had likewife, 
fince their arrival before Tritchanopoly, been augmented to 1 5^000 horfe 
and 20,000 foot, by the jundlion of 3000 horfe commanded by AUam>- 
Khan, the governor of Madura, and of 4000 Peans and Colleries be- 
longing to the Polygar, Morawa, whofe country lies to the fouth of the 
kingdom of Tanjore. The king of Myfore, impatient to be put in pof- 
feffion of the places which Mahomed-ally had agreed to make in re- 
turn for his afliflance, prefled the £ngli(h battalion to make a ge- 
neral attack on the enemy with the whole army, and Morari-ro\^, 
the Morattoe, feconded him very flrongly in this prqx)fal ; but cap- 
tain Gingen knowing that thefe Indian troops were capable of render- 
ing very little fervice againfl fortified pofls defended by Europeaos, and 
confidering that if the Englifh battalion, on whom the brunt would lay» 
fhould fufier feverely in thefe attacks, fuch a lofs would be irreparable, he 
determined to wait until he was reinforced by a body of Europeans, which 
were.preparing to take the field in the province of Arcot. 

Here the fcattered troops of Raja-faheb no fooner faw the Engliih 
retire to their garrlfons, aftef the taking of Conjevaram, than theyre- 
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aflembled and moved, in the beginning of January, down to die ica- 
coaft, carrying their ravages into the company's territory of Ponomalee, 
where they burnt fev^al villages, and plundered the country houfes built 
by the Englifh at the foot of St. Thomas's mount : after thefe hoflilities, 
th^ returned to Conjevaram, and having repaired the damages the pa- 
goda had Aiftained from the Englifh, they garrifoned it with 300 Sepoys, 
and then kept the field between this place and the fort of Ponomalee, 
which they Ibmetimes threatened to attack. The violences they com-- 
mitted,' and the contributions they levied, impaired the Nabob's as well 
as the Company's revenues fo much, that the prefidency determined to 
make an effort, with all the force they could afemble, to reduce this 
enemy before they fent a reinforcement to Tritchanopoly. Captain Clive 
appointed to the command, returned in the beginning of February to 
Madrafs, where, whilft he was employed in levying Sepoys, a detach- 
ment of 1 00 Europeans arrived from Bengal : with thefe, and 80 more 
from the garrifon of Madrais, he took the field the ad of February,' 
and was the fame day joined by 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys from 
the garrifon of Arcof. His whole force united confifted of 3 80 Eu- 
ropeans, 1 300 Sepoys, with 6 field pieces : the enemy were 2500 horfe> 
2000 Sepoys, and 400 Europeans, with a large tram of artillery: 
and, notwithftanding this fuperiority, they no fooncr heard of the 
preparations that the Englifh v^re making to attack them, thair 
they fortified themfelves ftrongly in their camp atVendalore, a vil- 
lage fituated about 25 miles fouth-weft of Madrafs. Captain Clive 
matched towards them with an intent of attacking their camp by fur<- 
prize in the rear ; but had not proceeded fat before he received informa- 
tion that they had fuddenly abandoned it, and had difperfed with the 
appearance of people terrified by fome difafler, in fo much that it was be- 
lieved they bad received news of fome bad fuccefs at Tritchanopoly, and! 
were hurrying thither to reinforce the army of Chunda-faheb. The Eng- 
lifh however continued their march, and took poffefJion of the ground the 
enemy had quitted, where, fome hours after, intelligence was received, that 
all the dii^rfed parties were re-united at Conjevaram.. It was then not 
doubted that they had received advice of the weaknefs of the ganifoit 
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at Arcot; and that they intended to take advantage of it by mak^ 
ing a fudden ai&ult on the fcxt. Captain Clive therefore made a 
forced march c^ zo miles to Conjevaram, where the garriibn of the 
pagoda furrendered on the firft fummons -, and a few hours after^ the 
coryoaure which had been made of the enemy's intention was verified by 
news thit diey were in full march towards Arcot. The troops were too 
much fadgued to follow them immediately, but the next day took the 
fame rout ; and oa their march, a letter was received from the command- 
ing ofEcer at Arcot, advifing that they had entered the town, and ikir- 
mifhed againft the fort with mufketry for feveral hours, in expedation 
4>at the gates would have been opened to them by two officers of the 
l^i^lifh Sepoys, with whom they had carried on a correipondence ; 
but that the plot had been difcovered, and the enemy finding their fignals 
not anfwered, bad quitted the city with precipitation, and it was not yet 
known what rout they h^d taken. In this uncertainty it was determined 
to haflen to Arcot 

The army arrived in fight of G)vrepauk at fun-fet, when th# van 
marching in the high road without fufpicion, were fired upon 
Irom the right at no greater diflance than 250 yards, by nine pieces 
of cannon Thefe were the French artillery, pofled in a thick grove 
of mango trees, whidi had a ditch and a bank in front : the fire did 
ibme mifchief before it could be eidier anfwered or avoided ; but luckily 
diere was a water-courfe at a litde diflance to the left of the road, in 
which the infantry were ordered to take fbdter, and the baggage to 
march back half a mile with one of the field pieces an(i a platoon to 
defend it ; and two field pieces, fupported by a platoon of Europeans with 
zoo Sepoys, were detached to oppose R9Ja*fahd>'$ cavalry which appeared 
extendlDg themielves on the plain to the left of the water-courfe ; in the 
mean time the refl of the artillery, drawn up on the right, anfwered the 
enen:^'s fire from the grove : the French infantry entered the water- 
courfe, and advanced along it in a polumn of fix men in fix)nt ; the 
£ngli(h formed in the fan^e order, and a fire was kept up on both fides 
iox two hours, by moon-light, during vi4wch neither ventured to come 
tp the pufh of bayonet. The enemy*& cnralry made feveral m^ 
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il&ccefsfal attacks both on the party oppofed to them, and tfic baggage i7S^' 
in the rear : but their artillery in Ac gtove being anfwercd onJy by " ' ^ ' 
three pieces of cannon, did execution in proportioTi to tfiis fiiperioti- 
ty, and either killed or difabled fo many of the Englfth gonners 
that prudence feemed to drdlate a retreat, unlefs their cannon could 
be taken. Captain CUve did not defpair of this laft refource, and 
at ten at night fent one Shawlum, a feijeant, who fpoke the coun- 
try languages, with a few Sepoys to reconnoitre : he returned and 
reported that the enemy had pofted no guards in the rear of Ae 
grove ; on which intelligence 200 of the belt Europeans and ^06 
Sepoys were immediately ordered to proceed thither under the com- 
mand of lieutenant Keene, with Shawlum as their guide. Captain Okc 
himfelf accompanied the detachment half way, and on his return found 
the troops he had left fighting in the water-courfe fo much difpirited by 
die departure of Keene's detachment, that they were on the point of 
taking flight, and fome had already run away -, he, however, not with- 
out difficulty, rallied them,* and the firing was renewed. In the mean 
time Keene taking a large circuit, came diredlly oppofite to the 
rear of the grove, and halted at the difVance of 300 yards from it, 
whild enfign Symmonds advanced alone to examine the enemy's difpo^ 
lition. This officer had not proceeded far before he came to a deep 
trench, in which a large body, confifting of all the enemy's Sepc^s, 
whofe fervice had not been demanded in the water-courfe, were fitting 
down to avoid the random fhots of the fight. They challenged 
Synamonds, and prepared at firfl to (hoot him, but deceived by His (peak- 
ing French, fufFered him to pafs as a French officer ; he then went on tt> 
the grove, where he perceived, befides the men employed at the guns, 
1 00 Europeans ftationed to fupport them, who only kept a look-out 
towards the field of battle, and pafling in his return at a diftance to- 
the right of the trench where he had found the enemy's Sepoys, he re- 
joined his own detachment -, who immediately marched by die fame way 
he had returned, and entering the grove unperceived, gave dieir fire in a 
general volley at the diftance of 30 yards. It fell heavy, and afloni(hed 
the enemy fo much that they did not return a fingle (hot, but inftandy 
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I ^^2* abandoned their guns^ every man endeavcHiring to (ave himfelf by 
precipitate flight. Many of diem ran into a choultry in the grove, 
where they were fo crowded together that they were not able to make uie 
of their arms. The Englifh drew up before the choultry, and to fparc 
the impending daughter of their fire, offered quarter, which was ac- 
cepted with joy, and the Frenchmen coming out one by one, as 
they were ordered, delivered up their arms, and were made prifoners. 
The Englifh troops fighting at the water-courfe were immediately con- 
vinced^ of the fuccefs of the detachment, by the fuddcn filence of the 
enemy's artillery : but the enemy's infantry remained ignorant of it, 
and continued the fight, until fome of the fugitives from the grove in- 
formed them of the difafler, on which they immediately took flight, 
and their horfe difperfed at the fame time. The field being thus cleared, 
the whole army united, and remained under arms until day- breaks 
when diey found themfelves in pofTeflion of nine field pieces, three 
cohorn mortars, and 60 European prifoners. They likewife counted 
50 dead on the field, and not lefs than 300 Sepoys : for the enemy 
had expofed thefe troops more freely than the others. Of the Eng- 
lifh, 40 Europeans and 30 Sepoys were killed, and a greater number of 
both wounded. 

Part of the fugitives took fhelter in the neighbouring fort of Covre- 
pauk, which was fummoned to furrender -, but the governor return- 
ed anfwer, that the troops of Raja-faheb were much more numerous 
than his garrifbn, and, contrary to his inclination, intended to defend 
the fort ; a detachment was therefore fcnt to invert it, but be- 
fore they arrived the fugitives abandoned it, upon which he fub- 

mitted. 

From hence the troops proceeded to Arcot, and the next day marched 
jtowards Veloor, not in expeftation of reducing the place, but in hopes 
that fome hoflilities would induce Mortiz-ally to pay a contribution, or 
at leaft to deliver up the elephants and baggage, which Raja-faheb had 
depofited in his fort foon after he had raifed the fiege of Arcot j 
but before the troops came in fight of Veloor, captain Clive received an 
ijrder from the prefidency of Fort St. David, to repair thither with all his 
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force, for k was now determined to fend them to Tritchanopoly. He 
therefwe changed his rout, and marching acrofs the country^ came to 
the ipot where Nazir-jing had been killed : here he found a rifing 
town projedked by the vanity of Mr. Dupleix to commemorate that 
deteftaWe aftion, and called Dupleix-Fateabad, or the town of Du- 
pleix's vidlory : it is faid, that he was preparing a column, with a 
pompous infcription in the French, Malabar, Perfic, and Indoftan 
languages, which he intended to ereft in the middle of the town^ 
where he had already cauied coins ftruck with fymbds of Ae vidory 
to be buried. The troops did not quit this place until they had razed 
to the ground aU that was creded, after which they proceeded to Fort 
St.David. During the whole march they no where met a fingle fquadron 
of the enemy's troops. The defeat atCouvrepauk fiicceeding to their former 
diig^aceS, intirely broke their force as well as their ipirits; their horie 
cither difbanded, or took fervice with the governors in the provinces 
who (till acknowledged Chunda-faheb ; and the French troops and Se- 
poys were recalled to Pondlcheny, where Mr. Dupleir was fo incenfed 
againft Raj.a-faheb> that he would not fufier him for feveral days to ap- 
pear in his prefence. Thus the Bnglifh fuccef&s in the Carnatic recover- 
ed to Mahomed-ally an extent of country 30 miles in breadth and 60 ia 
length, the annual revenues of which, including that of the famous 
pagoda at Tripaty, amounted ta 400,000 pagodas. 

Three days- after their arrival at Fort St. David, the troops wire ready 
to take the field again under th^ command of captain Clive, when, on 
the 15th of March, major Lawrence arrived firom England, and two 
days after put himfelf at the head of the detachment. • It confided of 
400 Europeans and i lao Sepoys, with eight field pieces, who efcorfc- 
ing a largq quantity of military ftores, marched through the king ci 
TanjOTe's country towards Tritchanopoly. 

Here the Myibreang and Morattoe^- were (o much difpleaiei 
with the precaution of captSkin Gingen, who conAantly refu&d to 
attack the enemy's pofts b^re he was joined by the expe£bed reinforce- 
ment, that the DalloWay df Myfore, diArefied by the great expences of 
his army, had more than once been on the point of returnkig to his 
own country-: however, him the Nabob appeafcd, by making over 
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.1752. the revenues of all the diftridts which had been recovered iihce hi^ 
arrival : but Morari-row was fo cxaiperated by this inadtivity, whicli^ 
deprived his troops of opportunities to get plunder, and removed the 
proiped pf more important acquifidons, which he expedled from this 

war 5 that he meditated defeftion, and began to treat with Chunda- 
faheb. 

Both armies were equally follicitous of the fate of the approaching re- 
inforcement, and Mr. Dupleix fent repeated orders to Mr. Law, who* 
commanded the French battalion, to intercept them at all events.. They 
arrived on the 26th of March at a fort belonging to the king of Tan- 
jore, within 20 miles of Tritchanopoly 5 where they depofited a large 
part of the (lores, which would have retarded their march and embar- 
raffed their operations. The next day proceeding along the high road,, 
which paffeth within point blank flibt of Cbilady, major Lawrence 
received intelligence that the enemy had pofted. at this fort a flrong party 
with artillery: on which he ordered his guides to look out for another 
road J but they, by fome miftake, led him within reach of the very 
ipot he wanted to avoid, and the troops were unexpeftedly fired upon by 
fix pieces of cannon fi'om acrofs the Caveri. To divert this fire from the 
baggage, amongft which it created no fmall confufion, it was anfwercd 
from the rear divifion of guns confiding of four field pieces, fupported 
by 1 00 Europeans, under the command of captain Clive, whilft the line 
marched on inclining to the left, which diredtion foon brought them 
out of the enemy's reach, but not before 20 Europeans were killed.. 
They then halted, and were joined by^ the rear divifion, after which they 
continued their march without meeting any farther interruption, and in 
the evening halted within 10 milts of Tritchanopoly. From hence captain 
Gingen detached in the night 1 00 Europeans, with 50 dragoons, who 
joined the reinforcement before monning ; and at day- break captain Dal- 
ton was likewife detached from the city with- his own company of gre- 
nadiers, and another of the battalion, in all ;2 00 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, who were ordered to lay at a rock called the Sugar- 
loaf, ^bout three miles (buth of the French rock, from whence diey 
were to join the reinforceiHent, as ibon as it came in fight. ^ 

In 
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In the mean time the major advanced towards Ellmlferum. This is 
a rock with a fortified pagoda on the fummit, where the French had 
mounted cannon : it is fituated three miles to the fbuth-eafl of the French 
rock J and between thef^ two pofts the greateft part of the enemy's army 
were drawn up in order of battle : the refl: were in a line which extend- 
ed from the French rock to the village of ChuckleyapoUam by the river- 
iide. The major informed of this difpofition made to furround him if 
hepa0ed to the north of Elimiferum, diredied his march to the'ibuth of 
it ^ and before he came in fight of the enemy^ the whole of the confede* 
rate troops were in the fields and by their appearance deterred them^ from 
making any detachments to attack him. At noon, captain DaltonV 
party, with the Myforeans and the Nabob's troops, met him half-way 
between Elimiferum and the fiigar-loaf rock, whilft Morari-raw with the 
Morattoes remained ikirmifhing faintly with the enemy. 

The fun ilriking excefiivdy hot, the troops were ordered to halt and 
refrefh themfeives ^ but in le& than half an hour the ipouts came in at 
full fpeed, bringing intelligence that the whole of the enemy's amiy 
was advancing, and that the fice of their cannon had put the Mora^toed 
to flight: thefe foon after came up, and forming with the reft of the 
allies in the rear of the Eusopeans and Sepoys, followed them (lowly at a 
diflance. 

Captain Qive having reconnoitered the enemy, reported, that 
diere was a large choultry, with fome ftone buildings, not far from the 
front of the French battalion, which they, bufied in forming their 
line, had negledted to take poflefSon of. C^ this advice he was 
ordered to proceed with the firft divifion of artillery, fupported by 
the grenadiers, as faft as pofliMe to the choultry, whilft the reft of 
the column moved up flowly in regular order. The enemy, inftead of 
fending a detachment to prevent him> contented themfeives with can- 
nonading as their battalion advaneed, which approached within 800 yards 
of the choultry by the time he arrived there. They now made a pufli 
againft his. artillery, which was (b well pointed, that it kept them at 
a diftance until the reft of the battalion and Sepoys came up. The 
confederate troops, unwilling to expofe their horfes to a cannonade, 
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1757. halted at 9 diilance; but thofe of Chunda-fidieb, tommandcd by 
AfiuiD'-Khany the governor of Madura, kept dofe to the rear of the 
French. A cannonade enfued, without doubt, for the time it lafled^ 
the hottcA tfiat had ever been (een on the plains of Indoftan ; for the 
Frendi fired from 22 pieces of cannon and the Engli(h from nine. Suchr 
^ the £ngli(h troops 1^ were not employed at the guns found ihdKr 
behind the choullsy and the buildings near it, whilft l4ie whole of the 
enemy's army ftood expofed on the open plain, fuilering in propor-- 
tion to this difadvantage. The French battalion in* half an hour began^ 
to waver,, and drew off their guns to % greater diftatice, tipon which the 
£ng]i(fa advanced their artHlery, and the men of die battalion who fup- 
ported them were ordered to fit down with their arms gix)unded y by whidi^ 
precaution many lives were feved. They fHir continued to retreat, but 
Chunda-faheb-'s cavahy kept their ground for fomc time, and fuftain-^ 
ed the cannonade with much more firmnefs than had ever been obierved 
in Indian troope : they wei^e fpirited by the example of dleir commander^. 
Allum-Khan, whoie head vras at length taken^ oflT by a cannon4>aIl> as 
he was encouraging them to advance y on which difaflSer Aey gave way 
arkl retreated likewUe. The Captains Oive and Dalton omtinuing to ad--^ 
vance with the firft divifion of ardllery, followed the French, who flui^ 
themfdves into a great water-courfe near the French rock,, whera they 
wene on the pcMnt of being ei^ltded by a fire that would have made 
great havock amongft them>. when major Lawjence^ fiitisfied with the 
advantages that had been gained; and unvnlUi^ to expoie the men txy 
more fatigue under' fitch a burning fun,, ordered the putfiiit to ceafe. 
Seven men of the botttlioa were iShick dead fay the heat,, and 14 were 
killed or diiabled hy the cannonade. The Freoch k)ft about 40 men, 
and 300 of Chunda-^aheb's troops, with 285 hories and an elephant 
were found dead on the plada. The fiiccefs of this day might have 
been much greater, had the coofoderate troops behaved wkh common^ 
a^vity, inftead of which they Km^micA at a diftance idle fpeOators,. 
nor oould they be prev^uled oato make a fingle chaige, even when 
the enemy's cavalry retreated^ This inadion pixxseeded not from want 
of bravery, but from the treachery of Morari-roW, who being at this 
time in treaty with Chunda-faheb^ was unwilling to bring his Morat- 
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toes to adion i and iuch was the opinion entertained of their courage, ly^^v 
that none of the reft of the allies would venture to fight without 
thcai» 

. Major Lawrence continuing his march, arrived in the evening at 
Tritchanopoly» and the next day conferred with the Naboh and the ffihet 
g^oerals on the plan of their future operations ; they concurred in upinioa 
diat a general attack (bould be made without delay on the enemy's camp y 
but wh^n the time was to be fixed^ he found both Moors and Indians fo 
attached to lucky .and unlucky days,, that ibveral were likely to be loi^ 
before they would agree in the notipn of a fortunate hour, without which 
iK>ne of them thought it fafe to venture an engagement* In the mean 
time, thinking it not prudent t^iiifier the enemy to recover from^e im« 
ftf^flion which they had received on the day of his arrival, he determined 
to attempt as much againft them as could be executed with his own force v 
and perceiving that the French pofl:s were too firongly fortified^ to be 
carried without die affiftance of the whole arniy, he refolv^d to zw 
tack the camp of Chunda-iaheb;. which extended abng tho river 
without entrenchments*. Oo the ift of April at night, captain Dalton, 
with 400 men> was ordered to march, and,, by taking a large circuit, 
to come in at the eafiern extremity of his camp, which he was to 
«iter, beat up,, and fet fir^ to^ The English troops, from their long 
ina(^ity, knew fo Httle. of the ground about Tritchanopoly> that they 
were obliged to truft to Indian guides ;. and thefe being ordered to con^ 
dud them out of the reach of the enemy's advanced pofts^ foil into the 
ether extreme^ and led them fev^eral miles out of their way, and through 
iiich bad roads, that when the morning-ftar appeared, they found theni- 
ielves between Elimifemm and the French rock, two miles from Chunda/- 
faheb's camp, and in the center of all their pofts. The approach of 
day not only rendered it impoifible to furprise the enemy, as was intended, 
but likewifo' expofed |he party, if they perfifted, to the danger of being, 
fortounded by their whole force : it was therefore determined to march. 
back without delay to Tritchanc^ly. The French dKcoveted them as they ^ 
were retreating, and gueffing at the intention for which they had beetle 
font, thought themfdves no longer fafe to the fouth of the Caven, and 
toKik the xcfol\]^n of retreating that very day to the pagodas on the iiland. 

Chunda.-- 
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1752. Chunda-faheb ftrenuoufly oppofed this refolution, for which indeed there 
tippeared no neceflity ; but finding that he could not prevdl on Mr. Law 
to alter it, he gave orders for his own troops to crois the river likewife. 
The retreat, as is ufual when nteafures have not been previoufly con-* 
certed, was made with fo much precipitation, that his army had time 
to traniport only a part of their baggage, but none of the vaft (quantity 
of proviiioas with which they had ilored their magazines 5 thefe they 
therefore fet fire to. The French carrying off their artillery, abandoned 
all their pofts excepting Elimiierum, and before the next morning the 
whole army was on the ifland, where Mr. Law took up his quarters 
in the pagoda of Jumbakifha ; of Chunda-faheb's troops fbme went 
into the pagoda of Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther eaftward along the bank of the 
Coleroon. 

The next day, captain Dakon was fent with the company of gre- 
nadiers, fbme Morattoes and Sepoys, to attack Elimiferum : the party 
had with them two pieces of cannon and a mortar, the tranfporting 
of which through bad roads prevented them firom arriving near the place 
before night, when captain Dalton with two others advanced to recon- 
noitre. Difcovering no centinels, and finding the . gate of the wall 
which furrounds the foot of ^thc rock open, they concluded that the 
place was abandoned, and entering, began to afcend the fteps which 
led to the pagoda on the fommit 5 but before they got there, the enemy 
farmed by the neighing of the horfes, ran to their guns and fired upon the 
detachment, which they difcovered, firft by the light of their matches, 
and foon after by the blaze of fome huts, to which the Morattoes, as is 
their cuftom, had fet fire. The fmoke of the guns, and the dark-* 
iiefs of the night, enabled captain Dalton 'and his companions to 
retreat unperceived ; and as foon as he rqoined the detachment, he fent 
fome men to lodge themfelves under cover of a bank before the lower 
gate, where they were direded to remain until morning, in order to 
prevent the enemy from making their efcapc. Bat this party, defirous 
of fignalizing themfelves, imprudently exceeded their orders, and enter- 
ing the lower gate, ran up the fteps, and endeavoured to force the doors 
cf the pagoda above s where they were received with a fmart fire, which 
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fcon obliged theitt to retreat with five Europeans and* ten Sepoys 
wounded. A reinforcement, was immediately fent to take charge of 
the bank^ and all remained quiet until morning, when the enemy per^ 
ceiving that preparations were making to bombard them, furrendered. 
Fifteen Europeans, thirty Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon, one of them 
a fine 1 8 pounder, were found here ; the fmaller piece of cannonv 
with fomc Sepoys were left to garrifon this poft, the reft returned with 
die other gun to Tritchanopoly, which was prefented to the Nabobs 
as the firft trophy that had been taken during the campaign. Two 
days after, the grenadiers, who had always behaved vwtb the Ipirit pe- 
culiar to this clafs of foldiers, gained another advantage; The great 
men of the allied army complained, that they were much difturbed in 
their daily ablutions in die Caveri, by a gun which fired from a choul- 
try lying half-way between the pagoda of Seringham and die riverl 
Captain Dalton was fent to attack diis poft, who concealed his men be- , 
kind an old wall on die bank of the river, where they waited till neap 
fioon, when die great heat of the fiin induced a part of the enemy's 
guard to return to the camp^ and the reft to retire into the choul- 
try to fleep: the grenadiers then ruihed acrofs the river, which was 
fbrdabky and entered the poft with &> much rapidity that they took 
die gun before the enemy had time to fire it more than once : it wa? 
brought away without any oppofition, for fbme field pieces had beem 
ient to the rimr-fide to cover the retreat. 

Events of fuch a nature as the attacks of Elimiferum and the choultrv,. 
as well as feveral others, which appear in the courfe of this work, would 
have no influence in fuch fanguinary wars as moft writers have only thought 
wordiy of their attention : and thefe details may dierefoi^s by many be deem- 
ed equally tu^eibme and fuperfluous ; but the ftpefs of this Indian war lying: 
on theEuropean allies, who rarely have exceeded a thouiand men on a fide,, 
the actions of a fingle platoon in India may have the fame influence on. 
die general fuccefs, as the condu^fb of a whole regiment in Europe : and 
to give a juft idea of the fuperiority of European arms, when oppofed; 
todiofe of Indoftan, is one of the principal intentions of this narrative* 
The new adivity which began to appear in the Englifti battalion, induced 
Morari-rpw to relinquifti his correfpondence with Chunda-faheb^ ^nd^- 
S im- 
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I75«. imprcffed the enemy with terrors equal to thofi: which they had for- 
merly raifed both in the Englifti and the Nabob's army : there feero- 
ed to be no fenfe in their councils. The whole Carnatic lay before them, 
and by retreating into it they noight ptotraft the war until the want of 
money fliould decide the conteft j but inftead of taking this ftep, they 
fuffaed themfelvcs to be captivated by the apparent ftiength of the two 
pagodas, and determined to ftaad their ground here, notwithftanding 
that, by the dcftruaion of their magazines, they were already reduced 
to the ncceffity oi fetching their provifions from a great diifclnce : they 
were afraid to fight, and a(hamed to retreat. 

At the fame time nothing but a refolution }ttftified by very few exanaples, 
and boidering in appearance o» rafhncfs, ftemed capable of putting a 
^)eedy end to the war, of wWch the expencea had now gieady Mn&d 
"Ae Eaft India company's mefcantife affairs. The intimacy and confidence 
with which m^Lawrence diftinguifhcd capt.Clive, perrailted this officer 
to fuggeft to him the refdution of dividing the army into two bodies, and 
detacfaingoneof thdfe under his own command to the n«th of tfaeOderoon, 
vrhM. the other remained to the ibirth of theCavertt this was rifquingtbe 
whole to gain the whole; ibr if dK enen^ (hoold overpower ocr of 
diicfe bodies;, by attaddng it with dadr whole fbrc^ the Nabob's ;^iir8 
would agaia be feduocd to die brink of nun ; and if tiiey Bc^efied or 
failed in this attenapt, daqr would in&llMy be cuiaed themfehcs. The 
toropofal, hardy as it was, was adopted by the major witboiit aay hiefil»- 
tion } and with a fpirit of equity rardy po^fefled by competitors for g^ioty, 
he was £& far from taking umbrage at the author of llhis tnaftevly ad- 
vice, that he determined in h^ own mind to ^ve him the command of a 
ibpafate body, altbou^ he refrained from dedariis^ his intention until 
he cQukL reconcile iit to the reft ttf the caftaias in the baltaliot^ wIkk 
were ail of them his fitpcriors in rank } but the fcheme was no &oner 
propofed to the Nabob and die gcncrak of th^ aUiance, than the 
Morattoes and Myforeans removed the difficnky^ l^ declarii^ that 
they would not make any detachmeiMtsr of their troops if they were 
to be commanded by any other petibn. It was neceffiuiy to ra^ice die 
pofts of vMch the enenvy wcce io poi&ffion to the north of the Gole- 
i-oon i to inteccc^ the xein&ccemeats winch might come fi»m Pom^ 
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\ cherry through the ftreights of Utatoor ; and above all, that captain 1752. 
Clivc's divifion fhould not be out of the reach of a forced march from 
the reft of the army encamped near Tritchanopoly, left the whole of the 
enemy's force fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could 
move to his afiiftance. It was therefore determined to chufe fuch a 
central fituation between the ftreights of Utatoor and the Coleroon 
as would heft anfwer all thefe intentions. Every thing being fettled, 
captain Clive began his march in the night of the 6th of April with 400 
Europeans, 700 Sepoys, 3000 Morattoes under the command of Innis* 
Khan, 1 000 of the Tanjorine horfe, and eight pieces of artillery, two 
of which were battering cannon, and fix of them field pieces. To 
conceal their march, they croffed over into the ifland three miles to the 
eaftward of Jumbakiftna, The number of deep water-courfes which 
interiefted this part of it, rendered the tranfporting of the cannon dif- 
ficult and laborious ; and whilft the Europeans were employed at one 
of the water-courfes, a body of the enemy's Sepoys, returning firom 
Coilady with a convoy of oxen laden with provifions, came up, intend- 
ing to pafs at the fame place ; and before they could retreat, received 
two or three finart vollies, which killed feveral of them. 

The troops having pafTed the Coleroon before morning, proceeded 
feven miles to the north of it, and took poffeffion of the village of Sa- 
miavaram, in which are two pagodas about a quarter of. a mile diftant 
from each other, one on each fide of the high road leading to Uta- 
toor : thefe were allotted for the quarters of the Europeans and Sepoys ^ 
ravelins were immediately flung up before the gates, and a redoubt 
capable of receiving all the cannon was conftnidted to command the 
road to the north and fouth. The Morattoes and Tanjorines encamped 
round the pagodas. 

Whilft the army were employed in thefe works, a party from Scring- 
ham took poflTeflion of Munfurpet, a pagoda fituated near the high road 
between PItchandah and Samiavaram. It commanded a view of the 
country feveral miles ; which advantage, joined to that of its fituation, 
rendered it the beft advanced poft that could be chofe by either fide -, a 
detachment was therefore immediately fent to diflodge the enemy, 
who defended themfelves all day, killing an ofiicer, three Europeans, 
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and I o Sepoys, and in the night made their eicape to Pltdiandah undif- 
covered^ 

The neirt day a party of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, were detach- 
ed to attack Lalguddy, a mud fort (ituated aboiTt feven miles to the eafl 
of Seringhani, clofe to th^ bank of the Coleroon, and oppofite to the 
eafiern part of the enemy's late encampment to Ae fonth of the Caveri. 
They kept a garrifi>n of Sepoys here, intending to make it an interme- 
diate magazine of provifik)n8, which were to be brought from hence to 
t^eir camp on the ifland as opportunity ofFered. TTie Sepojrs attack- 
ing the fort by efcalade» carried it after a faint refiftance, and found 
here a quantity of grain fofficient for ten thoufand men for two 
months. 

Mr. Dupleix, againft whofe orders Mr. Law had retreated to the 
north of the Caveri, was much alarmed at the critical fit nation to 
which the army of Chunda-faheb and his own troops were redu- 
ced. He, however, with his ufual perfeverance and adivity, deter- 
mined to make the greateft eflforts he was able to reinforce them ; 
and immediately on receiving news that captain Qive was en- 
camped at Samiavaram, detached 120 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, 
and four field pieces, with a large convoy of provifions and 
ftores. This party was led by Mr. D'Auteuil, who was empower- 
ed to take the command from Mr. Law. They arrived on the 
14th of April at Utatoor, and intended, by making a large circuit 
to the weft of Samiavaram, to gain in the night the bank of 
the Coleroon. The fate of the two armies depended in a great 
meafure upon the fucccfs or mifcarriage of this convoy and reinforce- 
ment. Captain Clive apprized of Mr. D'Autcuil's intention, fetout 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to intercept him ; 
but Mr. D'Auteuil receiving advice of his approach, immediately turn-. 
ed back and regained the fort; on which captain Clive return- 
ed with the utmoft expedition to Samiavaram, where he arriv- 
ed in the morning. In the afternoon, Mr. Law got intelligence of 
his march, without hearing of his return, which could not naturally be 
fufpefted, as Utatoor is 13 miles from Samiavaram: he therefore, 
as foon as it was dark^ detached 80 Europeans, and 700 Sepoys, 
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to attack the few troops he imagined to be remaining there : of thcfe 
men forty were Englifh dcferters. This party arrived near the camp at 
midnight, when one of their fpies informed the commanding officer 
that the troops which had marched . agaitifl Mr. D'Auteuil were re- 
turned i but he, imputing the information cither to cowardice or 
treachery, gave no credit to the ipy, and proceeded i they were chal- 
lenged by the advanced guard of Englifh Sepoys, on which the officer 
of the deferters, an Irifliman^ ftept out and told them, that he was fent 
by major Lawrence to reinforce captain Clive j and the reft of the dc- 
ferters fpeaking Englifli likewife, confirmed the a&rtion, and perfbadcd 
the Sepoys fo fully, that they omitted the ufual precaution of afking 
the counter word, which would certainly have discovered the ftrata- 
gem ; and fent one of their body to conduft the enemy to the head- 
quarters* They continued their march through a part of the Morattoc 
camp, without giving or receiving any difturbance until they came to the 
lefler pagoda. Here they were challenged by the centinels, and by 
others who were polled in a neighbouring choultry fo the north o£ it, 
in which captain Clivc lay afleep. They returned the challenge by a 
volley into each place, and immediately entered the pagoda, putting all 
they met to the fword. Captain Clive ftartmg oat cf his flcep, and 
not conceiving it poffible diat the enemy could have advanced into die 
center of his camp, imputed the firing to his own Sepoys, alarmed by 
fome attack at the fkirts of the camp : he however ran to the upper pagoda, 
where die greateft part of his Europeans were quartered, who having 
likewife taken the alarm, were under arms 5 and he immtediately return- 
cd with 200 of them to die chtnikry. Here he now difcovered a large 
body of Sepoys drawn up facing die fouth, and firing at randcmi. Theif 
pofition, which looked towards the enemy's camp, joined to their confu- 
fion, confirmed him in his conje^ure that they were his own troops, 
who had taken fbme unnecefiary alarm. In this fuppofition he drew up 
his European^ within 20 yards of their rear, and then going alone 
amongft them, ordered the firing to ceafe, upbraiding foio^ with the 
panic he fuppofcd them to have taken, and even ibiking others. At 
length one of the Sepoys, whounderftood a little o£ the French lan- 
guage, difcovering that he was an EngliOiman, attacked and wounded 
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1752. him in two places with his fword ; but finding liimfelf on the point of 
being overpowered, ran away to the lower pagoda: captain Clire, 
exalperated at this jniblence from a man whom he imagined to be in 
his own fervice, followed him to the gate, where, to his great furprize, 
he was accoftcd by fix Frenchmen : his ufual prefence of mind did 
not fail him in this critical occafion, but fuggefting to him all that 
had happened, he told the Frenchmen, with great compofure, thu 
he was come to oflFer them terms; and if they would look ou^ 
they would perceive the pagoda furrounded by his whole army, who 
were determined to give no quarter if any refiftance was niade. The 
firmnefs with which thefe words were delivered, made fuch an im- 
.preffion, that three of the Frenchmen ran into the pagoda to carry 
this intelligence, whilft the other three furrendercd their arms to captain 
Clive, and followed him towards the choultry, whither he haftened, 
intending to order the Europeans to attack the body of Sepoys, whom 
he now firft knew to be enemies ; but thefe had already difcovered the 
danger of their fituation, and had marched out of the reach of die Eu- 
ropeans, who imagining that they did this in obedience to captain Clive's 
orders, made no motion to interrupt or attack- them. Soon after, 
eight Frenchmen, who had been fent from the pagoda to reconnoitre, 
fell in with the Englifti troops, and were made prifoncrs ; and thefe, 
with the other three which captain Clive had taken, were delivered to 
the charge of a ferjeant's party, who not knowing, in this time of dark- 
nefs and confufion, .that the enemy were in pofleflSon of the lower 
pagoda, carried them thither ; and on delivering them to the guard, 
found out their error ; but fuch was alfo the confufion of the French 
in the pagoda, that they fuftered the ferjeant and his party to return 
unmolefted. The reft of the Englifli troops had now joined the c^ers> 
and captain Clive imagining that the enemy would never have attempted 
fo desperate an enterprize without fupporting it with their whole army, 
deemed it abfolutely neceflary to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could receive any afliftance. One of the two folding 
doors of the gateway had for fome time been taken down to be repaired, 
and the other was ftrongly ftapled down, fo that the remaining part of 
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the entrance would admit only two men abrcaft: the Englifli fbldiers 1752. 
made the attack, and continued it for fome time with great refolution ; 
but the defcrters within fought defperately, and killed an officer and 
fifteen men, on which the attack was ordered to ceafe until day* 
break ; and in the mean time fuch a difpofition was made as might 
prevent thofe in the pagoda from efcaping, and at the fame time oppofe 
any other body which might come to their relief At day-break the 
commanding officer of the French feeing the danger of his fituation, 
made a fally at the head of his men, who received fb heavy a fire, 
that he himfelf, with twelve others who firft came out of the gateway 
were killed by the volley ; on which the reft ran back into the pagoda. 
Captain Clive then advanced into the porch of the gate to parley with the 
enemy, and being weak with the lofs of blood, leaned, ftooping forward, 
on the flioulders of two feijeants. The officer of the Englifh deferters 
prefented himfelf with great infolence, and telling captain Clive, with 
abufive language, that he would (hoot him, fired his mufket. The 
ball miffed him, but went through the bodies of both the ferjeants on 
whom he was leaning, and they both fell mortally wounded. The 
Frenchmen had hitherto defended the pagoda in compliance widi the 
Englifli deferters, but thinking it neceffary to difavow fuch an outrage 
which might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, their officer 
immediately furrendered. By this time the body of the enemy's Sepoys had 
pailed out of the camp with as little interraption as they had entered it ; 
but orders having been fent to the Morattoes topurfue them, Innis-Khan 
with all his men mounted at day-break, and came up with them in the 
open plain before they gained the bank of the Coleroon. The Sepoys no 
fooner perceived them than they flung away their arms, and attempted 
to fave themfelves by difperfing ; but the Morattoes^ who never figure fo 
much as in thefe cruel exploits ; exerted themfelves with fuch adlivi- 
ty, that, according to their own report, not a fingle man of 700 efcap- 
ed alive ; it is certain that none of them ever appeared to contradidl 
this affertion. Befides the efcapes already mentioned, captain Clive 
had another, which was not difcovered until the hurry of the day was 
over, when it was found that the volley which the enemy fired into the 
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^Z^^\ ^^^^'^y where he was flceping had (battered a box that lay under bis 
feet, and killed a fervant who lay clofe to bim. 

' Pitchandah and Utatoor were now the only ports which the enemy 
held to the north of the Coleroon, but they were in pofleffion of 
Coilady, which commands the eartern extremity of the ifland > and left 
Mr, Law fhould attempt to force his way on this fide, major Lawrence 
detached Monack-jee the general of the Tanjorines to take it ; and to the 
fbuth of the Caveri, where the enemy had no ports, a Kne of troops were 
diipofed, which extended five miles on each fide of the city of Tritcba- 
nopoly. 

Monack-jee on the 26th of April took Coilady, and the enemy lofing 
here their laft magazine of provifions, became every day more and 
more diftrefled j but the hopes of being joined by Mr. D' Auteuil kept 
up their ipirits, and prevented them from making any attempts to get 
out of the ifland ; he rtill remained at Utatoor watching fbme oppor-- 
tunity to make his way good to Seringham: it was therefore de- 
termined to attack him^ but as the l^e attempt on Samiavaraxn 
fliewed the neceflity of keeping the army there intire, major Lawrence 
re£blved to fend a party firom his own divifion on this fervice. Accord*^ 
ingly captain Dalton on the 9th of May crofied the rivers in the night with 
150 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 500 Morattoes, and four field pieces, one 
of them a 1 2 pounder -, and halting fome hoots at Samiavaram, arrived at 
five the next evening at a choultry within two miles of Utatoor, where he 
intended to pafs the night, as the troops were much fatigued. There 
was at fome dirtance in front of the choultry a village, which appearing a 
proper port for an advanced guard, fome dragoons were fent to recon- 
noitre it,who difcovered that the enemy had already taken pofiefiion of it -, 
on which a party of Europeans and Sepoys were fent to diflodge them ; 
this they efFeded with fo much eafe, that fiurtied with their fucce(s, they 
purfued the enemy beyond the village, until they came in fight of Mr. 
D'Auteuil marching out of Utatoor, who, inftead of waiting to attack with 
his whole force, fent forward a party to fidl upon the Englifb whilft they 
were forming ; a fidrmirti enfiaed, and the enemy was repuUed; but 
the Englifh officer being mortally wounded^ the detachment re- 
treated 
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treated to the village, where they remained, and fuftained die fire of 1752. 
the enemy's cannon until the reft of the troops came up. It was 
almoft dufkj and captain Dalton concluding that the enemy might 
be deceived in their opinion of his ftrength, and miftake it for the 
whole of captain Clive's force,, ventured to divide his men into two 
bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the ^enemy's line, whilft 
a few Europeans left with die guns near the village cannonaded 
them in front Mr. D'Auteuil no fooncr perceived this difpofidon than 
it fuggefted to him the opinion it was intended to produce, and he re- 
treated with great precipitation, puffued within a few yards of die 
wails of Utatoor: the Englifh were 09 the point of getting pof- 
ieflion of one of his guns, when they were obliged to halt and face 
about, to defend themfelves againft the enemy's cavalry, who taking 
advantage of the dufk of the evening, had made a circuit, and appeared 
unexpededly in their rear. The Morattoes however galloping in, flung 
themfelves between, and the two bodies c^ cavalry remained fome time 
firing carabines and piftols, until one of the Englifh 6 pounders came 
up, which after a few (hot decided the conteft, and obliged the enemy's 
hor& to retreat s the Morattoes then charged them fword in hand, and 
drove them into the fort ; but not without fufFering themfelves ; for feve* 
ral erf" them returned much wounded. The Englifh fired at the fort from 
the rocks which are clofe to the walls until eight o'clock, when they 
retreated back to the choultry, leaving an advanced guard of Europeans 
at the village, and 200 Morattoes, who promifed to patrole.all night, 
and give information the inflant that the enemy made any motion to 
abandon the fort. 

Mr. D'Auteuil continuing in his miftake of the force which was come 
againft him, no fooner found that they had returned to the choultry, 
than he quitted the fort with all his troops, and marched away to Vol- 
condah, leaving behind in the hurry a great quantity of military ftorcs 
and ammunition, as well as refreftiments intended for the officers of 
Mr. Law's army. The Morattoes performed the duty they had under- 
taken fo ill, that captain Dalton did not hear of the enemy's retreat until 
two in the morning, when it was too late to purfue them : he, how- 
ever. 




The War op Coromandel. Book III. 

ever, marched to the fort, and took poffeffion of all the enemy had left 

in it. 

Mr. Law received no intelligence of captain Dalton's marcH acfofe 
the rivers i but the next morning difcovering from the ipire of Se- 
ringhapi, the detachment proceeding from Samiavaram towards Uta- 
toor, imagined it to be a part of captain Clive's army ; and on this 
fuppofition eroded the Coleroon with all his Europeans and Sepoys, 
and a large body ef cavalry. Captain Clive hearing of this motion, 
immediately marched to meet him with aH his force, excepting the 
neceffary guards for the camp, and came in fight of the enemy juft 
as their rear had croffcd the river. Mr. Law, ftartled at the appearance 
of a force which exceeded his expectation, halted and formed his troops in 
a ftrong fituation along the bank of the river. Both armies remained in 
order of battle until evening, each having advantages which die other 
refpeded too much to venture to attack. Some Hcirmifhes pafled be- 
tween the advanced Sepoys, and in the night the French re-crofifed the 
river. 

Captain Dalton remained two days at Utatoor, when he receiv- 
ed orders to rejoin major Lawrence; but by this time the Coleroon 
was fo much fwelled as to be impafTable, and the troops at Samia- 
varam were preparing to avail themfelves of this opportunity to attack 
the enemy's poft of Pitchandah, which could receive no fuccours from 
the ifland till the waters fubfided : he therefore, to forward this fervicc, 
put his detachment under captain Clive's command ; and to prevent the 
difputes which might arife from the fuperiority of his rank, refblved 
to a6t himfelf as a volunteer. On the 14th at night the army moved 
down to the river-fide. 

There runs along the northern bank of the Coleroon, from Pitchan- 
dah to the ground oppofite the great pagoda of Seringham, a large mound 
of earth 50 feet broad at the top, thrown up by the people of the coun- 
try to refift the current of the river, which in this part fets ftrongly 
from the oppofite fliore whenever the waters rife. The enemy's camp 
on the ifland lay oppofite and within cannon-fhot of this mound ; it was 
therefore determined to employ the artillery againft them until the bat- 
fciy againft Pitchandah could be finifhed. Every common ibldier in an 
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Indian army is accompanied either by a wiJfe or a concubine ; the officers 1752* 
have feveral, and the generals whole feraglio's: befides theie the army is 
encunibered by a number of attendants and iervants exceeding that of 
the fighting men ; and to fupply the various wants of this enervated mul- 
titudej dealers, pedlars, and retailers of all forts, follow the camp ; to 
whom a feparate quarter is allotted, in which they daily exhibit their dif- 
ferent commodities in greater quantities and with more regularity than in 
any fair in Europe ; all of them fitting on the ground in a line with their 
xnerchandiies expoied before them, and fheltered fi-om the fun by a mat 
fupported by fticks. 

The next morning, the 1 5th, at fiin-rife,fix pieces of cannon began to fire 
Upon the camp from embrafures cut through the top of the mound which 
iheltered them firom the guns of Pitchandah. This unexpected annoy- 
ance loon created the greateft confiifion : the enemy began immediately to 
ftrike their tents, and every one to remove every thing that was either 
valuable or dear to him : elephants, camels, oxen and horfes^ mingled 
wid) men, women and children afifrighted and making lamentable out- 
cries at the defbu^on which fell around them^ prefied to get out of the 
reach of it in fuch a hurry as only fcrved to retard their flight : however, 
in two hours not a tent was ftanding. The crowd firft moved between 
the pagodas of Seringham and Jumbakiftna, towards the bank of the 
Caveri, and fi'om this fide they were fired on by the guns of Tritcha- 
nopoly : they then hurried to the eaftward of Jumbakiftna, where finding 
them&lves out of the reach of danger, they began to fet up their tents 
again. The garrifon of Pitchandah attempted to interrupt the can- 
nonade ; and finding that their artillery had no effcOi to difmount the 
Englifh guns covered by the mound, they made a fally to feize them, 
but had not proceeded far before they received the fire of a detachment, 
which captain Clive had taken the precaution to poft in the way diey 

were comings and this inftantly drove* them back again, not without 
ibme lofs. 

. During the reft of the day, the Engliih troops were employed in 

ereding the battery in a ruined village, about 200 yards to the north 

of Pitchandah. The pagoda, like .moft others on the coaft of Co- 

romandel, is a fquare, of which the gateways projeding beyond the 
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1752* walls, flank the angles : the French had 70 Europeans, 20O Sepoys, and 
three pieces of Cannon, in the place. The attack began the next tnom* 
ing at day-break, from two pieces of battering cannon, which fired 
from embraiures cut thro^gh the wall of a brick houfe ; the (hock foon 
brought ddwn the wall, and left the artillery-men for fbme time ex-* 
poied ; but a large body of Sepoys being ordered to keep a conftant 
fire; on the parapet, the enemy were very cautious in making ufo 
either of their fmall arms or cannon. Some time after one of the 
Englifh guns burft, and killed three Europeans, and wounded captain 
Dalton ; but the breach was notwithftanding pradicaUe by four in 
the afternoon, when it was determined to Aorm and efcalade at the 
fame time. The enemy feeing the preparations for the afiault, were 
difcouraged, and beat the chamade. The Sepoys miflaking this fignal 
of furrender for a defiance^ fired a volley, « which killed the. drummer, 
and then giving a fbout, ran to plant the colours on the breach. This 
motion was fb rapid and unexpeded, that they got to the top of it befbra 
any of the Englifli officer^ wefe able to conM up and inform them of their 
miflake, which they were unluckily confirmed in by tbe behaviour of 
fbme of the garri(bn, who drew up as fafl as they could to defend 
themielves. A body of Eurc^eans immediately marched after them, 
with orders to reprefs their violences, even by firing upon them, if ne^ 
cefTary : but they did not arrive before the Sepoys had killed ieveral of 
the garriibn, and flruck fuch a terror, that 1 5 Frenchmen jumped over 
the walls into the Cokroon, where they were drowned The reft furrcn* 
dered to the Europeans, whofe prefence preferved them froni another 
rifque equal to that which they had jufl eicaped : for the Morattoes^ 
feeing the Sepoys in motion, imagined that they would carry off all the 
plunder of the place 5 and refolving to have a fliare of it themfelvcs, 
they mounted and galloped up fword in hand to the breach : and feveral 
of them even rode up to the top of it. The enemy's army on the ifland 
were Ipedators of the whole attack, and fired, to very little purpofe, a 
great number of random fhot at the village in which die EngUfh were 
pofted. 

By the reduSion of Pitchandah, the enemy's communications with 
the country to the north of the Coleroon were entirely cut ofi^, and thdr 
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Indian camp became again cxpofcd to a cannonade. The dread of this, 
and of the many other diftreffes which ftraitcncd the army more clofely 
CYcry day, determined the grcateft part of Chunda-faheb's ofiiccrs to 
quit his fcrvice ; and they went in a body arid informed him of thia 
Fefolution. He heard it with great temper, and inflead of reproaching 
them for deferting him, &id, that if they had not prevented him, he 
fhould of himfelf have propofed what they defired ; that although he 
was not able to difcharge the whole of their arrears, they might be 
afiured he would punfhially acquit himfelf of all his obligations whenever 
hi; better fonunc fhould return ; and, as a proof of his fincerity, he 
o&red to deliver up to them the greatsft part c^ his elephants, camels^ 

hoffes, and other military efFedts, which they received at a valuation in 
part of what he was indebted to thera« 

The next day thefc officers ient mtScngtm to the confederates, 
(omc offering to take iervice, others defiring to pa& through their 
pods : but the Indian allies, who had £ot ibme time regarded the whole 
of the enemy's baggage as a booty which could not efcape them, heH-* 
tated to com{Jy with their requeft ; and die Morattoes particularly^ 
who do not rate the life of a man at the value pf his turban, were 
tvcrfe to the granting of any terms whidi mig^ hinder them from 
exerting their iabres . to get the {poil, being periiiaded that, if hofti^ 
lities were carried on to extremity, their activity would acquiro 
much the largeft ihare of it The Engliifa fruftrated theie cruel 
intentions, by determining to give their own paflports, if the reft of 
ihc allies perlifkd in refilling, upon which they coniented to give theirs 
likewife. 

Accordingly flags were planted on die banks pf the Csweri arui Cde- 
roon, as a fignal to die enemy's tioops that they might pafs over in iecu- 
rity. Twodioufand of Chunda-faheb*s beft horie, and 1500 Sepoys, 
joined captain Clive at Samiavaram ; others went to the Myforeans ; very 
few to the Nabob : the troops of Morawa and Madura, and other 
independent bodies, returned into dieir own countries. On the 4th day 
not a tent was ftanding in the illand ; and there reniiained with Chunda- 
iabeb no more than 2000 hprie and 3000 foot, who took (heker in the 
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1752. pagoda of Seringham: amongft the foot were 1000 Rajpouts, who, 
from a motive of religion, undertook to defend the inward temples 
againft all intruders. The French battalion, with 2000 Sepoys, (hut 
themfelves up in Jumbakiftna, giving out, as is the cuftom of that na- 
tion, that they intended to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. They 
preferred this to the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was in a 
better condition, and its fmaller extent better proportioned to the num- 
ber of their troops. 

The artillery of Tritchanopoly and the allied army furnifhing no 
more than three pieces of battering cannon, a train was ordered 
from Devi Cotah ; and to lofe no opportunity of increafing the enemy's 
diftreflcs before it arrived, major Lawrence on the 1 8 th of May, the fame 
day that the French withdrew into the pagoda, quitted his poft at 
Chuckley a-poUam, and encamping oppofite to it on the ifland, immediately 
threw up an entrenchment from one river to the other : at the fame time 
Monack-jee with the Tanjorines moving from the eaftward, took pofleffion 
of Chuckleya-pollam ; and the army at Samiavaram quitting that poft, 
encamped along the northern bank of the Coleroon. The Myibreans 
remained, as before, to the weft of the city. 

. But although the obftacles which now furrounded the enemy were 
difficult to be overcome, they were not absolutely infurmountable. The 
troops in Jumbakiftna outnumbered thofe in the major's camp two to 
one, and both the rivers fwelUng often at this feafbn of d)e year, 
Mr. Law might force his way through it before any fuccours could 
come from the main land : if fuccefsful in this attempt, he might, as 
foon as the rivers began to fall, crofs the Caveri at fome pafs farther to 
the eaftward, before captain dive's divifion would be able to pais the 
Coleroon, as this being the deeper channel, does not become ford- 
able again fb foon as the other : he might then by hafty marches make 
his way good to Karical, harrafted indeed in his rout by Myibreans and 
Morattoes, who, unfupported by the Englifli troops, would probably 
make few vigorous eftbrts againft a compad body of European infantry 
provided with a well-appointed train of artillery : but fuch a plan im- 
plied an option of difficulties not to be expeded from troops dii|>irited 
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by ill fucccfs, and commanded by officers of no great talents > nor f! :« 3 
it appear that the French ever entertained any thoughts of carr} ing it 
into executbn. They flattered themfelves in their irrefolute councils, 
that Mr. D'Auteuil would make his way good into the ifland, not- 
withftanding this attempt was now become more difficult than ever ; and 
they hoped, with the fupplies he was bringing, to protraft the defence 
of the pagoda to the end of June, at which time (hips were expefted at 
Pondicherry with a confiderable reinforcement of troops from France ; 
however, for fear of the worft, Mr, Law determined to take fuch mea- 
fures as he thought would place the peifon of Chunda-faheb out of 
danger. 

Deferters informing the Englifh how much the enemy's future re- 
£)lutions depended on the arrival of Mr. D'Auteuil's convoy, it was 
determined to make another attempt againfl: that reinforcement; 
but as it was reported that they were in pofleffion of all the forti- 
fications at Vol-kondah, it was thought neceflary, if poffible, to bring 
the governor over to the Nabob's intereft. A letter was wrote to him 
full of promifes; the man changing fides with fortune, anfwered, 
that although he had permitted Mr. D'Auteuil to take up his quar- 
ters in the pettah, he had not fufFered him to take pofleffion ei- 
ther of the ftone fort, or the fortifications of the rock ; and that if any 
troops were fent to attack the French, he would affift to deftroy them. 
About the fame time Mr. D'Auteuil, prefled by the repeated fbllicita- 
tions of Mr. Law, quitted Vol-kondah, and to conceal fbme other plan 
gave out that he intended to retake the fort of Utatoor. Such an 
opportunity of attacking him was more to be relied on than the pro- 
mifes of the governor, and captain Clive marched againA him without 
delay. 

He left a fixong garrifbn in Pitchandah, and in his camp a number 
of troops fufficient, by well contrived difpofitions, to prevent Mr. Law 
from fufpe6ting the abience of the force he took with him, which confid- 
ed of 100 Europeans, 1000 Sepoys, and 2000 Morattoe horfe, with fix 
field pieces. They fet out on the 27th of May in the evening, and arrived 
before morning at Utatoor^ where they (hut themfelves up in the fort all 

that 
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day and the cnfuing night, in hopes that Mr. D'Auteuil would inadver- 
tently come near enough to give them an opportunity of falling upon 
him on the plain before he could regain Vol-kondah. He did in- 
deed advance within feven miles of Utatoor ; but either from fome ru- 
mour, or fufpicion, his heart failed him on a fudden, and he took the 
refolution of returning in great hafte to the place from whence he came. 
Captain Clive was no fooner informed of his retreat than he fet out in 
purfuit of him, and early in the morning fent the Morattoes before,, 
inftruifting them to keep their main body out of fight, and to endeavour 
to harrafs and retard the enemy's march with fmall parties, fuch as 
might be miftaken for detachments fent only in qucft of plunder, and 
prevent them from fufpedting any thing more. Some of them came 
up with the enemy in the afternoon, within a league of Vol-kondah, 
and amufed Mr. D'Auteuil fb well, that he, hoping to intice them 
within reach of his fire, wafled fbme time in making evolutions ; but 
greater numbers coming in fight, he began to fufpedt the fixatagem, 
and forming his men in a column with two field pieces in front, re-> 
treated. By this .time the whole body of Morattoes came up and ho- 
vered round him until he reached Vol-kondah, where he drew up 
between the mud wall of die pettah and the river Valarru, which was 
alinoft dry. Soon after the Sepoys, Who formed the van of the Englifh 
column, appeared outmarching the Eurc^eans at a great rate i 600 of 
them had, in the enemy's fervice, ftoroied the breaches at the aflault of 
Arcot, and having fince that time been employed in the Engli(h fer- 
vice in feveral adtions under the command of captain Clive, entertain- 
ed no finall opinion of their own prowefs when fupported by a body 
of Europeans. Thefe men no fooner came within cannon-fhot of 
the enemy, than they ran precipitately to attack them, without re- 
gardinjg any order. They received the fire of the enemy's cannon, 
and mufketry, which killed many of them, but did not check the 
reft from rufhing on to the pufh of bayonet. The Morattoes, ani- 
mated by fuch an example, galloped acrofs the river, and charging the 
flanks, increafed the confufion, which the Sepoys had made in 
the center. The attack was too general and impetuous to be long refift- 
cd, and the enemy retired haflily through the barrier into the pettah, 

where 
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where they began to make refiilance again by firing over the mud.walL 
By this time die Europeans came up^ and aflaulting the barrier^ fbon 
forced their way and put the enemy to flight a fecond time, who 
now ran to take fhdter in the ftone fort, where the governor, 
according to his promife, (hut the gate } but fome of them getting 
over the walls with Scaling ladders^ in an unguarded part, opened 
the gate, in ipite of the garriibn, and let in, their fellow fugitives. 
This palled whilfl the Englifli troops, cautious of difperiing in a 
place they were not acquainted with, were forming to follow them 
in order, and Soon after the field pieces began to fire upon the 
gate, whilfl the mufketry under fhelter of the houfes deterred the 
enemy from appearing on the ramparts. Mr. D'Auteuil therefore, 
as the laft refburce, attempted to get into the fortifications of the 
adjacent rock ; but the governor, who was there in perfon, ient him 
word, that if he perfifted in ufing any violence he would fire into the 
fort. In this perplexity, which the night increaied, he confuked his 
officers, who unonimoufly agreed to furrender. The white flag was hung 
out, and the terms were ibon fettled It was agreed, that the deferters 
ihould be pardoned, that the French commifiioned officers fhould not 
ierve againft the Nabob for 12 months, aftd the private men remain pri* 
fbners of war at his difcretion. The whole party confifled of 1 00 Euro- 
peans, of which 35 were Englilh defcrters, 400 Sepoys, and 340 horfe. 
Their artillery was only 3 pieces of cannon, but there was found in the 
pcttah three large magazines, which, befides a variety of other militaiy 
(lores, contained 800 barrels of gun powder and 30oomu{kets It was 
known that Mr. D* Auteuil had with him a large fum of money, but he 
iecreted great part of it amongft his own baggage, which he was per- 
mitted to carry away without examination *, the troops on both fides em«- 
bezzled part of the remainder: fo £hat only 50,000 rupees were regu- 
larly taken pofleffion of for the ufe rfthe captors ; whofe booty, exclu- 
fiveof the military fforcs, wlikii were referved for the Company, amount- 
ed to lQ,ooo pounds ilerling: the horfemen and Sepoys were, as ufual, 
difarmed and fet at liberty, and captain Clive returned to his camp with 
the refl of the prifoners. 

The 
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1752. The French at Jumbakiftna were apprized of the march of the troops 
to intercept Mr. D'Auteuil, and had before received from him fuch a de- 
fcription of the difficulties which obftru£ted his pafTage as deftroyed the 
hopes they had too fondly entertained of this refource ; their provifions 
likewife began to fail. The ftraits to which they were reduced had for 
fome time been foreieen by Chunda-faheb, and he had often repreiented 
to Mr. Law the neceffiiy of making a vigorous effort to extricate them- 
felves } but finding that his remonflrances were not heeded, the 
ufual fieadine(s of his mind began to fail him, and he gave way 
to an anxiety, which increafing with the profpedl of his diflreiles, 
^eatly impaired his health. At the fame time Mr. Law was 
not a little foUicitous about the fafety of a peribn of fuch great import* 
ance, whom his own irrefblute conduct had brought into the dangers 
which now furrounded him. He thought, and perhaps juftly, that if 
Chunda-iaheb fhould be obliged to furrender, the Nabob would never 
agree to fpare the life of his rival ; and from the prgudices of national 
animofity, he concluded that if the Englifh got him into their power, 
they would not with-hold him firom the Nabob's refentment : he there- 
fore fuggefted to his ally the neceflity of attempting to make hisefcape, by 
bribing fome chief of tlie confederate army to permit him to pafs thro' 
his quarters. Chunda-faheb, (enfible of his defperatefituation, confented 
10 try this defperate remedy, forced by the feverity of his fate to make 
an option on which^ his life depended, when every choice prefented almoft 
equal danger. The Nabob was out of the queftion ; the Myfbreans he 
knew would make ufe of him as a means to oblige the Nabob to fulfil 
the agreements he had made with them, and the Morattoes would fell 
him to the higheft bidder of the two : the Polygars were not ftrong 
enough, nor were their troops fituated conveniently to favour his efcape. 
There remained the Tanjorines ; thefe had formerly received injuries 
from Chunda-faheb, and more lately had feen their capital befieged by 
lum ; (o that had their troops been commanded by the king in peribn, 
it would have been as abfurd to repofe a confidence in them as in any 
other of the allies : but it was known that their general Monack-jee was 
at open variance with the prime minifter, who had on all occafions pre- 

venttd 
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vented the king from dUHnguifhing him with thofe marks of gratitude 1752. 
his military iervices deferved. It was therefore thought not impradti- 
9able to feparate the.interefts of the general from thofe of his fovcrcign; 
and this feeble glimmering ray of hope was followed, only becaufe no 
other prefen ted itfclf. 

Monack-jee received the overture, . and carried on the correfpondence 

with fo much addrefs and ieeming complacence, as induced Mr. Law 

» 

and Chunda-faheb to think they had gained him over to their interefl : 
9 large fum of money was paid, and much more, with every other 
advantage he thought proper to ftipulate, promifed : but the hour Chun-* 
,da-faheb was to deliver himfelf into bis hands was hot fixed, when 
on the 3 ift of May the battering cannon arrived from Devi Cotah, and 
Mr. Law received a fummons to furrender at difcretion. Monack-jee 
now a£ting as a friend, ient at the fame time a mefiage advifing Chunda- 
faheb to come over to him that very night, fince, if he delayed to make 
his efcape before the English advanced nearer the pagodas, which they 
were preparing to batter> his pafiage to Chuckley-apollam, would after- 
wards be fubjedt to infinite rifques. 

In order therefore to pi:event the Englifh from taking any fulpicions 
of this important reiblution before it was carried into effedt, Mr. Law, 
n<yt unfagacipuily, made ufe of the higheft fpirit of rodomontade in 
his anfwer lo major Lawrence. He talked of defending the pagoda un- 
til the laft extremity, unlcfs he was permitted to march away with all 
.the troops under his command wherever he pleafed 5 infifting likewife, 
that no fearch (hould be made after any perfbn under his colours. On 
thefe conditions he was willing to deliver up one half of his artillery. 

As foon as it was night one of Chunda-fahcb's ofiicers repaired pri- 
vately to Monack-jee's quarters, where, amongft other precautions, he 
demanded, that a confiderable hoftage fhould be delivered before his 
mafter put himfelf into Monack-jee's power. To this the Tanjorine 
anfwered with great calmnefs, that if any intentions of treachery were 
entertained, no hoftage would be a check to them 5 and that by giving 
one, the fecret would be divulged, and the efcape rendered impradi- 
cable. He, however, took an path, the moft facred of all to an Indian 
ibldier, on his fabre and poniard, wifliing they might be turned to his 
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1752. own deftruiSioa if he failed in his engagements, whtdi were to (end 
away Chunda-faheb as icon as he came into his quarters, with an c&oct 

of horie, to the French fettlement of KaricaL At the fame time a 
Tanjorine officer aiiiired Qiunda-*iaheb*s that he was appointed to com* 
mand the eicort^ and (hewed the pallankin and other prep^adons which 
were intended for the journey. The two officers then repaired to a 
choultry, where Chunda-£dieb himfelf, widi a few attendants, waited At 
refiilt of the conference. As ibon as he had heard k related, 3ie proceed- 
ed with the Tanjorine to Monack-jee's quarters, where, inOead cf the 
eicort he expeded, he was met by a guard patrdling for him, who car- 
ried him with violence into a tent, where they immediately put him into 
irons. 

The news was inftandy communicated to the Nabob, the Myfi>- 
rean and Morattoe, and kq>t tiiem up all nig^t debatkig on the fate 
of the priibner. The next morning they repaired togedier widi Mooack* 
jee to major Lawrence's tent, in whoie presence they held a coundL 
Each of them iniiAed that Chunda-fahd> ought to he delivered to him- 
felf, fupporting the demand with the firperior importance each thought 
he bore in the general caufe } but Monack-jee firmly refded to give his 
prize out of his own hands. The major had hitherto remained fikat, 
but finding that the diiTention was irreconcileable, fiopofod that ^e 
EngUfti Ihould have the care of him, and keep him in one of their 
fctaemcnts. They were all of them averfe to thk fcheme, ami broke 
up the conference without coming to any-refolution : the three competi- 
tors in high indignation againft one another, and againfl Monacfc-jce, 
who had moreover the mortification of feeing that the treachery he had 
committed was fo far from being acknowledged as a fervice rendered 
to the general caufe, that the Myforean, the Morattoe, and perhaps 
the Nabob, vnfhcd in the bottom of their hearts that Chunda-faheb had 
not been taken, fince they had not the difpofal of him in their own 

power. 

Immediately after the conference, major Lawrence fent another 
fummons to Mr. Law, more peremptory than the former : for a decifive 
anfwer was demanded before noon the next day ; after which his flags of 
truce would be fired upon s and if the batteries once began to play, it 

^ was 
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was declared that every man in the pagoda ihould be put to the 1752* 

iword. 

He had already been informed of the fate of his ally, and had 

heard a rumour of the defeat at Vol-kondah, but this he did not intire- 

ly &^^ credit to ; when convinced of it by the report of one of his 

own officers who had feen Mr. D'Auteuil in the £ngli(h camp, he deiired 

a peribnal conference with major Lawrence^ which^ after feveral mei^ 

iages, was agreed to be held the next day» 

He began, by averting that the peace which exifted between the two 

crowns, entided him to exped from the Englifh every mark of confide- 

radon for the French troops, fince they were now left unconnected with 

any powers contending in the Carnadc, by the diiperfilon of Chunda- 

faheb's army, and the impriibnment of its leader i he therefore expedt- 

ed that the Englifli would, infiead of a£ting as enemies, contribute as 

allies to facilitate the retreat of his army into the French fetde- 

ments. Major Lawrence replied, that he aded in the conference 

only as the interpreter of the Nabob's intentions^ with whom the Eng- 

lifh were in dofe alliance ; and as a juflificadon of the Nabob's con« 

dud, produced a letter in which Mr. Dupleix had declared that 

he would never ceafe to purfue him whilfl a fingle Frenchman remained 

in India^ 

After ieveral other altercatbns^ which produced litde change in the 
terms firft propofed, the capitulation was figned. It was agreed 
that the pagoda of Jumbakifhia fhould be delivered up, with all the 

guns, (lores, and ammunition : that tiie officers (hould give their parole 
not to ferve againft the Nabob or his allies : that the private men of the 
battalion, Europeans, Coflrees and Topafies, fhould remain prifbners^ 
and that the deferters fhould be pardoned. 

The troops with captain Clive were then ordered to r^oin the 
major's divifion, and the next morning, before break of day> captain 
Dalton marched with 250 chofen men, wha halted, beating their 
drums 2,% an abandoned out- pofl withia piftol-fhot of the walls of 
Jumbakiftna, whiUl the major remained not far off with, the refl of the 
troops^ drawn up ready to prevent die effe& of any treachery s but none 

li ^ was 
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1752. was intended: for Mr. Law foon came out with fome of his officers, 
and conduced the detachment into the pagoda, where they formed with 
their backs to the gate, oppofite to the French troops, who imme- 
diately flung down their arms in a heap, and furrendered prifoners. 
The whole confided of 35 commiffion officers, 725 battalion men bear- 
ing arms, befides 60 fick and wounded in the hoipital, and 2000 Sc- 
poys : their artillery were four 1 3 inch mortars, 8 cohorns, 2 petards,' 3 1 
pieces of cannon, of which 1 1 were for battering, moftly 1 8 pounders, 
and the reft field pieces : they had likewife a great quantity of ammu- 
nition, ftores and carriages of all forts in very good condition. The 
pagoda of Seringham was foon after delivered up, and the horfe 
and foot who had taken refuge in it fiiffered to pafs away without mo- 
leftation; but the 1000 Rajpouts refufed to quit the temple, and 
threatened their vidtors to cut them to pieces if they offered to enter 
within the third wall: the Engliffi, in admiration of their enthufia(m» 
promifed to give them no occafiort of offence. 

Thus was this formidable army, whofe numbers two months before 
were nearly equal to the confederates, reduced, without a battle, more 
effedually than it probably could have JDeen by what is generally eflecm- 
ed a total defeat in the field. The foldier who regards his profeffion as 
a fcience, will difcover examples worthy of his meditation, both in the 
abfurdity of the eneniy's choice pf their iituation, and in the advantages 
which were taken of it. It is indeed difficult to determine whether the 
Englifh conduced themfelves with more ability and fpirit, or the French 
with more irrefolution and ignorance after major Lawrence and captain 
Clive arrived at Tritchanopoly. 

Still the fate of Chunda-faheb remained to be decided before the fuc- 
cefs of tbi^ day could be deemed complete. The anxiety which Monack- 
jee carried away from the conference In major Lawrence's tent was en- 
creafed eveiry hour by the meffages and propofals he received. The My- 
forean promifed money, the Nabob threatened refentment, and Morari- 
row, more plainly, that he would pay him a vifit at the bead of 6000 
horfe. Terrified at the commotions which would inevitably follow, if 
he gave the preference to any one of the competitors, he faw no me- 
thod of finifliing the conteft but by putting an end to the life of his pri- 

foner j 
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foner; however, as the major had exprcffcd a defirc that the Englifli 1752. 
might have him in their poffcflion, he thought it ncccffary to know 
whether they ferioufly expcdted this deference, and accordingly, on the 
fame morning that the pagoda furrendered, went to the major, with 
whom he had a conference, which convinced him that the English were 
his friends, and that they were refdved not to interfere any farther in 
the difpute. He therefore immediately on his return to Chuckley-apol- 
1am put his defign into execution^ by ordering the head of Chunda- 
faheb to be ftruck off. 

The executioner of this deed was a Pitan, one of Monack-jee's reti- 
nue, referved for fuch purpofcs. He found the unfortunate vidim an 
aged man, ftretched on the ground, from whence the infirmities of fick- 
nefs rendered him unable to rear himfelf The aipedl and abrupt intru^- 
fion of the affaffin inftantly fuggefted to Cbjinda-faheb the errand on 
which he was ient. He waved his hand, ,and deiired to fpeak to Mo- 
nack-jec before he died, faying, that he had Something of great import- 
ance to communicate to him : but the man of blood giving no heed to 
his words, proceeded to his work, and after flabbing him to the heart, 
fevered his head from his body. 

The head was immediately fent into Tritchanopoly to the Nabob, 
who now for the firft time faw the face of his rival. After he had gra- 
tified his courtiers with a fight of it, they tied it to the neck of a camel, 
and in this manner it was carried five times round the walls of the city, 
attended by a hundred thoufand Ipedators, infulting it with all the ob- 
fcene and indecent invcdives peculiar to the manners of Indoftan. It was 
afterwards carefully packed up in a box, and delivered to an efcort, who 
gave out that they were to carry it to be viewed by the Great Mogul at 
Delhi; a practice generally obferved to heighten the reputation of the 
fuccefsful caufe : but there is no reafon to believe that it was ever carried 
out of the Carnatic. 

- Sudi was the unfortunate and ignominipus end of this man. The many 
examples of a fimilar fate, which are perpetually produced by the con- 
tefts of ambition in this unfettled empire, have eftabliftied a proverb, 
that fortune is a throne ; and therefore he who falls in fuch contefts is 
only reckoned unfortunate, without having the odium of rebellion or 

treachery 
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treachery charged on his memory^ uolefs he oppofes the fovereign of ib* 
vereigns the Great Mogul ; all the reft is reckoned the common courfe of 
politics : for there is fcarcdy throughout the empire a Nabob who has not 
an open or latent competitor. It therefore only remains to fpeak of the 
private charadter of Chunda->£iheby in which he is generally acknow- 
ledged to have been a brave, benevolent, humane and generous man, as 
princes go in Indoftan. His military abilities were much greater than 
are commonly found in the generals of India^ infbmuch that if he had 
had an abiblute command over the French troops, it is believed he 
would not have conmiitted the miftakes which brought on his cataftro- 
phe, and the total redudbn of his army. 

But iignal as thefe fuccefies were, they were fb far from bemg the 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the Carnatic, that in the very prin- 
ciples which produced them were intermixed the feeds of another more 
dangerous and obftinate war ; and this the Nabob had the anguifh to 
know, whilft he was giving the demonftrations of joy cxpeded fiom 
him on fucce&s which appeared fo dedfive* 
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FOUR htLndred of die French priibners were fcnt under an 17^2 
efcoit to Fort St David; and fhe reft^ together with the 
artillery and Itores taken at Jumbakiftna, were carried into 
Trhchanopoty: after thefe and ibtne odier necefTary difpofitions were 
made, major Lawrence represented to the Nabob the neceflity of his 
marching without dels^ at the head of the confederate army into the 
Camaticy where it was not to be doubted that the reputation of 
fheir late fuccefles would contribute greatly to reduce fuch for- 
treifes as were in the intereft of Chimda-faheb, and facilitate the efta- 
Uiflunent of his government over the province, from which he had 
hitherto received nettfaer revenues nor afliftance. The Nabob acquieiced 
in this advice, but continued for feveral d^s to ihew an unaccountable 
-backwardirds, as often as he was prefled to put it into execution. The 
inconfiftency of this condud perplexed all but the very few who were 
acquainted with the cauie ; and the Englifh had no conception of the 
dfficulties which with-held him, when, to their very great aftoni(h- 
fnent, the Myibrean explained the myftery, by refufing to march until 
the city of Tritchanopoly with all its dependencies was* delivered up to 
.him J for fuch was the prk:e he had ftipulated veith the Nabob for his 
affiftance. 

They had both, for every reafon, agreed to keen this important article 
a profound fecret ; but the Myfbrean had either not been able to conceal it 
&om the fagacity of his fubfidiary die Morattoe, or perhaps had made 
(the agreement by lus advice. It is certain that the Morattoe had all along 
prqjeded to turn it to his own advantage at a proper occafion : except- 
ing thefe principals, and their immediate fecretaries, not a man in the 
province had any idea of it. Great therefore was the general furprize and 

anxiety when it was made public. 

The 
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1752. The Nabob finding diflimulation no longer of any fervice, confcffed 
the truth when major Lawrence demanded an explanation of it ; pro- 
tefting that his extreme diftrefs alone had extorted a promife from him 
which the Myforean himfelf might very well know was totally out of his 
power to perform. Tritchanopoly, he faid, was the Great Mogul's, and 
himfelf only a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the pleafure of that 
great prince : that the refigning of this important place to the govern- 
ment of an Indian king, would involve both himfelf and the Englifh 
in continual wars with the whole Mogul empire. In Oiort, firmly re- 
folved at all events not to part with the place, he propoied to amufe the 
regent with a further promife of delivering it up within two months 3 in 
which time he hoped, by colle<5ting the large arrears due from the Arcot 
province, to repay the expences which the Myforeans had incurred by 
aflifting him. As a palliative for the prefent, he meant to give up the 
fort of Madura with its dependencies, which include a very large diftrid. 
Thefe terms he thought a full and ample recompence for all that the re- 
gent had done for him, more efpecially as the reduction of Chunda*faheb's 
power had been an eflential advantage to the interefts of the Myforeans 
as well as to his own. Major Lawrence^^ whofe power was con- 
fined to the operations of the field, waited for inftrudlions fi-om the prefi- 
dency, who received at the fame time applications from both parties,, fet- 
ting forth, as ufual, the fubjeft in a very different manner. They pru^ 
dently determined not to interfere in the difpute, unlefs violence (hould 
be ufcd againft the Nabob ;. and profefling great fi-iendfliip to the Myfo- 
rean, they ftrenuoufly recommended to both parties an amicable adjulU 
ment of their differences. 

But thefe differences continued with great warmth ; and in the long 
debates on this fubjedt, Morari-row condudled himfelf with fo much 
feeming impartiality, that he was chofen, with equal confidence on both 
fides, to be the mediator between them ; and the time being fix'ed for the 
conference, he came one evening into the city in great ftate, accom- 
panied by two commifiaries deputed by the regent : they ptx)ceedcd to 
the Nabob's palace, where captain Dalton, as commander of the Englifli 
garrifon, was prefent. 

4 The 
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The ufual ceremonies being over, the Morattoc with great deliberatipn 
and propriety enumerated the many obligations which the Nabob 
owed to the regent. He painted in lively colours the diftrefsful 
ftate of his affairs, when the regent generoufly undertook his caufe -, at 
which time, although nominal lord of a country extending from the 
river Pennar to Cape Comorin, he really poffeffed no more of this 
great dominion than the ground inclofed by the walls of Tritchanopoly, 
where he was clofely befieged by a much fuperior and implacable ene- 
my. He appealed to the Nabob for the truth of what he aflerted, and 
then demanded in form the delivery of the city and territory of Tritcha- 
nopoly, in confequence of the folemn agreement he had made with the 
Myforean, which he produced figned and fealed. 

The Nabob, who expefted this harangue, acknowledged the favours 
he had received, and faid, that he was refolved to fulfil his engagements : 
but that being at this time in pofleflion of no other confiderable 
fortified town, it was impoffible to remove his family, which was 
very large, until he had, by reducing the Arcot province, got a 
place proper for their reception : he therefore demanded a refpite of 
two months, at the expiration of which he promifed to fend orders to 
his brother-in-law to deliver up the city. The Morattoe highly com- 
mended this refolution, and after fome other vague difcourfe, he 
fignified an inclination to fpeak to him in private, and defired the 
commiflarics to withdraw. As foon as they and the reft of the 
audience, excepting captain Dalton^ were retired, changing his 
countenance from the folemnity of a negociator to the fmile of 
a courtier, he told the Nabob, that he believed him endowed 
with too much fenfe to mind what he had faid before thofe two 
ftupid fellows, meaning the commiflaries : you muft likewife, faid he, 
think that I have too much difcernment to believe you have any 
intention of fulfilling the promife you have now made. How could 
you anfwer to the Great Mogul the giving up fp confiderable a 
part of his dominion to fuch infignificant people ; it would be the 
higheft abfurdity to think of it. Thefe you may be afl!ured are my 
real fcntiments, whatever my private intereft may induce me to fay 
to the contrary in public. The Nabob was not a little delighted to fijid 
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him in this difpofition; for it was his refentmcnt more than the regents 
that he dreaded ; and immediately made him a prefent of a draught on his 
treafury for 50,000 rupees promifing much more if he would reconcile 
matters, and divert the regent from infifting on the letter of the treaty. 
This the other alTured him he would do though nothing was farther from 
his intentions. He was in reality the moft improper perlbn that could 
have been chofen to adjuft the difierence. His views were> firft by ingra- 
tiating himfelf with the Nabob, to perfuade him to admit a large body 
of Morattoes into the city as the beft means of deceiving the regent into 
a belief diat he really intended to give it up according to his promUe ; 
and riiefe military umpires would have been inftrufled to feize on any 
opportuni^ that might offer of feducing or overpowering the reft of the 
garrifon ; and if this iniquitous fcheme fucceeded, he intended to keep pof^ 
feffion of the city, which he had formerly governed, for himfelf. If there 
fliould be no opening for this plan, he determined to protradl the difpute 
as long as poffible by negociations, during which he was fure of being 
kept in pay by the Myforean, and did not doubt of having the addre^ 
to get confiderable prcfents from the Nabob. When this double deal- 
ing (hould be exhaufted, he purpofed to make the Myforean declare war^ 
knowing that he had too great an opinion of the Morattoes to carry it on 
without continuing them in his fervice. 

The apprehenfions of an immediate rupture obliged the Englifli troops, 
who had proceeded on the 1 6th of June as far as Utatoor, to return 
on the 1 8th to Tritchanopoly, for the Myforean had even threatened 
to attack the Nabob if he offered to march out of the city in order to 
join his European allies, as he had promifed. Their appearance, more 
than their, remonftrances, produced an accommodation for the prefent. 
The Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the ifland of Sering- 
ham, and of feveral other diftrids, impowering him to colled them 
himfelf; promifed again to deliver up Tritchanopoly at the end of 
two months; and in the mean time agreed to receive 700 men, 
provided they were not Morattoes, into the city. On thefe condi- 
tions the Myforean agreed to affift him with all his force to re- . 
duce the Arcot province. Neither fide gave any credit to the other, but 
both expedted advantages by gaining time. The Nabob knew that an 
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immediate declaration of war, would efiedually ftop the progrefs 
of ills arms in the Carnatic, where he hoped to gain ibme fignal 
advantage, whilfl: the regent delayed to commence hoftUities againfl 
him; and the regent wiihed for nothing £> much as the depar- 
ture of the Nabob and the Englifh battalion, that he might cany 
on his ichemes to furprize Tritchanopdly, which he knew their prc- 
fence would render inefFedhial. The excufes he made when prefled 
to march fufficiently explained his intentions ; and to fi-udrate them, 
200 Europeans with 1 500 Sepoys were placed in garrifon in the city, 
under the command of captain Dalton, who was intruded to take 
every precaudon that might prevent a furpri2S;e. 

The battalion, now reduced to 500 men, together with 2500 
Sepoys, began their march on the 28th of June, accompanied by the Na- 
bob at the head of 2000 horfe : thefe, with about the fame number of 
Peons left in Tritchanopoly, were all the force he commanded, for none 
Jo£ the numerous allies, which he faw himfelf at the head of a few days 
before, remained with him. The Tanjorines had rendered too great 
Services to be refufed die permiffion of returning home; and the 
troops of die Polygars were not obliged to ferve out of the diftrifts of 
Tritchanopoly. The Myforeans and Morattoes remained in their en- 
campment to the weft of the city, placing a detachment in Seringham 
Pagoda, which the Nabob had permitted them to take pofleffion of. 

The weaknefs to whidi the Nabob's force was reduced by this 
fatal conteft, and the apprchenfion of ftill worfe confequences from 
it, deftroyed the hopes which the Englifli had entertained a few days 
t>efore, of carrying his arms in triumph againft Velore or Gingee. 
Their late (iicccfs, inftead of inipiring exultation, ferved only to imbit- 
ter the fenfe of their incapacity to reap any advantages from it. They 
marched away more with the fullennefs of men defeated, than with the 
alacrity of troops fluflied with victory ; and proceeding without any re- 
gular plan for their future operations, they followed the high road until 
they came to Vol-kondah. 

Here they halted for feme days, whilft the Nabob negociated with 
the governor, who refufed to deliver up his fort, but took the oath of 
allegiance, and paying 80,000 rupees as a confideration for the arrears that 
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were due from him, gave fecurity for the puniStuial difcharge of the reve- 
nues of his diflridt in future. 

From hence the Nabob detached his brother AbduUwahab Khan with 
I ooo horfe to Arcot, appointing him his lieutenant of the countries to 
the north of the river Paliar ; and the reft of the army marching by 
Verdachillum, proceeded to Trivadi, where they arrived on the 6th of 
July, and found a garrifon of French Sepoys in the pagoda, who 
furrendered on the firft fummons. The troops then encamped in the 
neighbourhood, and major Lawrence leaving the command to captain 
Gingen, went for the recovery of his health into Fort St. David. This 
place was no longer the feat of the prcfidency, which, by orders 
from England, had been removed, two months before, to its ancient 
reiidence atMadrafs, 

The death of Chunda-faheb, and the capture of Seringham, ftruck 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry with the deepeft conftemation ; for 
excepting thofe who received advantages from their employments in the 
war, few had ever approved of the ambitious views of their governor, 
and fewer were peribnally attached to him. The haughtinefs and arro- 
gance of his ipirit dilgufted all who approached him : he exhibited 
on all occafions the oriental pomp, and marks of diftin<^ion, which he 
affumed as the Great Mogul's viceroy in the countries fouth of the Krift- 
na 5 infomuch that he had more than once obliged his own countrymen 
to fubmit to the humiliation of paying him homage on their knees. This 
domineering infolence hadT created him many enemies, who, wiA a 
ipirit of malice common to violent prejudices, were not forry to find 
their own fenfe of his romantic fchemes juftified by the late fignal dif- 
afters, which they hoped would deter him from profecuting them any 
farther. But they did not know the man ; difficulties and difappoint- 
ments, inftead of depreffing him, only fuggefted the neceffity of exert- 
ing himfelf with more vigour. And indeed his plan of gaining immenfe 
acquifitions in the Decan had been laid with fo much fagacity, that 
the fuccefles of his arms to the northward already ballanced the diigrace 
they had fuffered at Seringham. 

In the month of February of the preceeding year, Salabat-jing the 
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quitted the country of Cudapah where the unfortunate Murzafa-jing 
had been killed. On the 1 5th of March they came to Kanoul 
the capital of the Pitan Nabob by whofe hand that prince was flain, 
and it was determined that the city fhould atone for the treachery 
and rebellion of its Lord. The place was originally well fortified ; but 
fince it had been in the poffeflion of Pitans, thefe people, as avaricious 
as they are brave, had fufFered the defences both of the town and its 
citadel to fall to decay ; and the river which runs clofe to die city, had 
lately carried away 200 yards of the wall ; there were 4000 Pitans in 
the place, who attempted to defend this entrance ; -but not accuftomed 
to the fire of field pieces, were eafily put to flight : they retired into 
the caflle, feveral parts of which were likewife in ruins ; and the 
French troops animated by their fuccefs, and led by Mr. Keijean, a 
nephew of Mr, Dupleix, ftormed it, with great vivacity, where the 
breaches were mofl practicable ; by which time the army of Salla- 
bat-jing came up, and aflifted with good will in putting all the garrifon 
to the fword ; many of the inhabitants were likewife maflacred. The 
wife of the late Nabob and her two fons were made prifoners. 

The French doubtlefs intended, by the unmerciful flaughter exercifed 
.at the taking of this city, to fpread early the terror of their arms, 
through the countries in which they were going to eftablifli themfelves, 
where no European force had ever before appeared : and in ordor 
to raife an opinion of their good faith and juftice, equal to the re- 
putation of their prowefs, MrrBufley immediately after Kanoul was 
taken, obliged Salabat-jing to fetde the fortune of Sadoudin Khan, the 
infant fon of Murzafa-jing, their late ally and Soubah. He received the 
inveftiture of the government of Adoni, which had been the patrimony 
of his father, and as a juft reparation for the treachery that caufed his 
death, the territory of the Nabob of Cudapah who planned the confpi- 
•racy, and of Kanoul, by whofe arm he fell, were added to the fbve- 
•rcignty of the young prince, which by the French accounts produced 
all together an annual revenue of near a million of pounds fterling,. 
An example of generofity, which, if true, could not fail to raife admi- 
ration in a country, where the merits of the father are fo fcldom of 
advantage to the difirefles of the fon. 
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The army then croffcd the Kriftna, between which and Gol- 
Kondah were pofted 25000 Morattoes, employed by Gazy-o-din Khan, 
the eldeft brother of Salabat-jing, and generaliflimo of the empire^ to 
cppofe their paffage towards the city. They were commanded by Ba- 
las^arow, the principal general of the Nanah, or king of all the Morratoe 
nations. A negotiation enfued, and the Morattoes, having, hitherto 
received nothing from Gazy-o-din Khan, who was at Delhi, were eafily 
perfuaded, with fome ready money, not pnly to retire, but alfo to 
make an alliance with the prince they were fent to oppofe. 

Nothing more remained to obftru£t the paffage of the army, which 
entered Gol-Kondah in the proceflion of an eaflem triumph on the 2d of 
April. Salabat-jing was acknowledged Soubah without oppoiilion» and 
went through the ceremony of fitting on the Mufhud or throne in 
public, and of receiving homage not only from his own immediate oi^ 
iicers, but alfo from mofl of the govemours of the neighbouring coon« 
tries. 

The fervices which the French battalion had rendered were now 
amply rewarded. A prefent fuppofed to be 100,000 pounds flerling, 
was given to the commander in chief, the other officers likewi& re- 
ceived gratuities, and that of an enfign, amounted to 50,000 rupees. 
The m(xithly pay of a captain, befides the carriage of his baggage fur- 
nifhed at Sdabat-jing's expenoe, was Cctdcd at 1 000 rupees, of a lieu- 
tenant at 500, of an enfign at 300, of a feijeant at 90, and of a com- 
mon foldier at 60 rupees* The policy of Mr. Dupleix, in taking poC- 
fefTion of Mafulipatnam, was now manifeflcd by the facility with 
which the army at Gol-Kondah was fupplied with recruits of men, 
^res and ammunition firom that port. 

In the mean time, Gazy-o-din Khan had obtained from the miniftry 
at Delhi a commifllon for the Soubahfhip of the Decan, and the ruaK>ur 
of an army marching by his orders towards Brampour, determined Sa- 
labat-jing to proceed immediately to Aurengabad* He left Gol-Kondah 
in the beginning of May, and during the rout, intelligence was received 
that feveral principal men in the city had declared againfl him, and 
Shanavaz^Khan, who had been the prime minifler of Nazk-jing, and 
jbad ever fince his xeconciliatk)n with the French after the ' death 
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of that prince, accompanied the camp, now found means to efcape out 
of it, and went diredtly to Aurcngabad, where he contributed not 
a little to inflame the minds of the people againfl Salabat-jing, deicrib- 
ing him as a weak and infatuated prince, who had difhonoured the> 
Mogul government, by fubjeding himfclf, and his authority, to the 
arbitrary will of a handful of infidels, who grafpcd at nothing Icfs 
than the fovereignty of half the Mogul empire, under pretence of giv- 
ing afliftance to the rightful lords. 

Thefe reports were too well founded not to make an impreflion, and 
the confequences of them were fo much apprehended, that Salabat-jing 
did not think it fafe to appear in fight of the capital, before he had a€ted 
the flale but pompous ceremony of receiving from the hands of an em- 
baflador, faid to be ient by the great Mogul, letters patent, appointing 
him viceroy of all the countries which had been under the jurifdiiftion 
of his father Nizam-al-muluck. The man, no doubt as fictitious as 
the writings vnih which he was charged, was treated almofl with as 
much reverence as would have been paid to the emperor, whom he 
pretended to reprefent. The prince himfelf, accompanied by the French 
troops, advahced a mile beyond the camp to meet him ; and the deli* 
very of the letters was fignified by a general difcharge of all the 
cannon and mulketry in the army, after which he fat in ftate to 
receive homage from his officers 5 Mr. Buffy, as the firfl in rank, 
ietting the example. The army then continued their march to 
die city, where they arrived on the i8th of June, and found 
that their appearance, and the reputation of the Mogul's favours, 
had fupprefied whatever commotions might have been intended. A 
few indeed knew for certain that Gazy-o-^in Khan had received the 
•ommiffion afTumed by his brother, and was preparing to aflert it at the 
head of an army ; but the voices of thefe were lofl amidfl the clamours 
of a populace, impatient to fee a Soubah of the Decan, onc^ more mak* 
ing his refidence in their city, which had been deprived of this advant-- 
age ever fince the death of Nizam-al-mulupk» 

The entry into Aurengabad was more fplendid and magnificent, * than 
that which had been made at Gol-Kondah : and the city merited this 
preference, being next to Delhi, the moft populous and wealthy in 
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the Mogul's dominions : its inhabitants, when the Soubah is there, arc 
computed at a million and a half of fouls. The French had a con- 
venient quarter affigned them, to which Mr. Bufly ftridly obliged the 
troops to confine themfelves, left the difparity of manners fliould create 
broils and tumults which might end fatally. 

In the month of Auguft, Salabat-jing ejchibited another ceremony 
to amufe the people, receiving a delegate from Delhi, who brought, 
as was pretended, the Serpaw or veft, with the fword, and other fymbols 
of fovereignty, which the Great Mogul* fends to his viceroys on appoint- 
raent . But by this time, Balazarow appeared again at the head of 40,000 
men, ravaging the neighbouring countries. Battles and negotiations 
fucceeded one another alternately during the reft of the year, and until the 
end of May in the next, widiout producing either a decifive vidtory, or 
k definitive treaty. The Morratoes would in more than one adion have 
been fuccefsful had not the French battalion, and their field pieces, re- 
pulfed their onfets. Thefe fervices gave Mr. Bufly fupreme influence 
in the councils of his ally, which, on hearing of the decline of Chunda- 
faheb's affairs at Tritchanopoly, he employed to obtain a commiflion, 
appointing Mr. Dupleix himfelf Nabob of the Carnatic, notwithftand- 
ing that Chunda-faheb was ftill alive ; this, with fcveral other pompous 
patents, was fent to Pondicherry, and Salabat-jing promifed they fhould 
foon be followed by an embaflfador from the Great Mogul. 

Mr. Dupleix publifhed thefe mandates and marks of favour to awe 
the Carnatic, aftonifhed and rendered wavering by the cataftrophe of 
Chunda-faheb : nor were thofe his only refources. He had been 
early apprized of the difcontent of the Myforeans at Tritchanopoly, 
and was already deeply engaged in fomenting their defedion. The 
annual (hips from France arriving at the time Mr. Law furrendered, 
brought a large reinforcement to Pondicherry, which he increafed, by 
taking the failors, and fending Lafcars on board to navigate the fhips to 
China. Thus armed, and relying on no vain expectations, the difafteis 
at Seringham were fo far from inducing him to make any propofals of 
accommodation either to the Englifti or the Nabob, that he immediately 
difcovered his intentions of continuing the war, by proclaiming Raja* 
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iaheb) the ion of Chunda-faheb, Nabob of the province, in virtue of 1752. 
the pretended authority inveiled in himielf, and by ordering a body of 
500 men to take the field. 

Mahomed^ally felt more feverely every day the bad confequences of his 
promife to the Myibrean^ for none but the moft infignificant chiefs in 
the province offered voluntarily to acknowledge him ; the reft vs^aited to 
be attacked before they made their fubmiffion; and he bebg little 
ikilled in military matters, but deeply ienfible of the decline 9f his 
fortiwe, conceived a notion, that the EngMi troops were capable of re- 
ducing the fertrels of Gingee ; in this perfuafion he requefted of the 
prefidency in the moft preffing terms to render him this iervice, and they 
with too much complaifance determined to give him the fatisfadion of 
feeing the experiment triedj notwithftanding that major Lawrence went 
to Madrafs on purpoie to repre&nt the improbability of fucceeding in the 
attempt. 

Accordingly cm the 23d of July, major Kineer» an officer lately ar- 
rived from Europe, marched vnth 200 Europeans, 1 500 Sepoys, and 
600 of the Nabob's cavalry, and the next day fommoned VUlaparam, 
a fort twelve miles to the north of Trivadi : it funendered without 
making any refiftanoe. Proceeding on their march, they fbimd 
difficulties increafe ; for the country 10 miles round Gingee is inclofed 
by a circular chain of mountains, and the roads leading through 
them are ftrong paftes, of which it is neceffiuy diat an army at- 
tacking the place fhould be in pofieffion, in order to keep die 
communication open. Major Kineer^s force being much' too iinall to 
affind proper detachmenta for this iervice, be marched on with 
tile whole to Gingee, where be arrived the 26th. The garriibn was 
fummoned to funtnder, and the officer anfwered widi civility, that he 
kept tile place for tile king c^ France, and was determined to defend it. 
The troops were in no condition to attadc it ; for by fome unaccountable 
prefumption, they had negleAed to wait for two pieces of battering can- 
non, which were ccmiing from Fort St. David* Mr. Dupleix no fooner 
heard that tiie Englifti had paflcd the mountains, than he detached 
300 Europeans and 500 Sq)oys, with feven field pieces, who took poC- 
ieffion of Vickravandi, 4 town fitmled in the high road, and not far 
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1752. diftatlt from the pafs through which the Englifh had marched; upon 
which major Kineer, who upon a view of Gingee defpaired of reducing 
it even with battering cannon, immediately repafled the mountains, and 
being reinforced by the reft of the Nabob's cavalry, and {omQ other 
troops from Trivadi, marched on the 26th of July, with 300 Europeans, 
500 Sepoys, a company of CofFrees, and 2000 horfe, to give the 
enemy battle. 

They were pofted in a ftrong fituation. The grcateft part of the 
town was encircled by a rivulet, which ferving as a ditch, was defended 
by a parapet, formed of the ruins of old houfes, and interrapted at 
proper intervals to give play to the cannon. The outward bank was 
in many parts as high as the parapet : and that part of the village 
which the rivulet did not bound might be eafily entered ; but tjie 
English neglecting to reconnoitre before they began the attack, loft th^ 
advantages which they might have taken of thefe circumftances. 

They marched diredly to the eneiny, who, in order to bring on the 
engagement in that part where they were ftrongeft, appeared at firft 
drawn up on the outward bank of the rivulet, but as ibon as the fiekl 
pieces began to fire, recrofled it with precipitation, and the appear-* 
ance of fear. The Englifb, elated with the imagination of their panic, 
advanced to the bank, and leaving their field pieces behind, began the 
attack with the fire of their muiketry only. The enemy aniwering 
it, both fi:om mufketry and field pieces, and under (helter> fufiered 
little lois, and did much execution. The company of Englifh Cofirees 
were firft flung into difbrder by carrymg off their wounded as they 
dropped, and (ooa after took flight ; they were followed by the Sepoys ; 
and major Kineer in this inftant receiving a wound which difabled 
him, the Europeans began to waver likewiie. The enemy perceivii^ 
the confufion, detached 100 of their beft men, ^mongR. which were 
50 volunteers, who, croSmg the rivulet brifkly, advanced to the bank. 
The vivacity of this unexpeded motion increafed the panic, and only 
14 grenadiers, with two enfigns, ftood by the colours : thefe indeed 
defended them bravely, until they were rejoined by fome of the fugitives, 
with whom they retreated in order ; and the French, fatisfied with their 

fuccefi> returned to the village, havings with viery little lofs to them- 
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felves, killed and wounded 40 of the Englifli battalion, which fufFered 1752. 
in this adion more diigrace than in any other that had happened 
during the war : Major Kineer was Co afieded by it, that although he 
recovered of hifi wound, his vexation brought on an illneis, of which 
he fome time after died. 

The troops retreated to Trivadl, and the enemy, quitting Vickravandi, 
retook the fort of Villaparam, which they demolifhed. Mr. Dupleix^ 
animated by thefe fucceiles, flight as they were, reinforced them 
with all the men he could fend into the field ; the whole, confifting 
of 450 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 Moorifh horfe, marched 
jBOid encamped to the north of Fort St. David, clofe to the bounds -, up- 
on which the Engliih and the Nabob's troops quitted Trivadi, and 
encamped at Chimundelum, a redoubt in the bound hedge, three 
miles to the weft of St. David ; here they remained for fbme days in- 
afdve, waiting for more troops from Madrafs, where the (hips from 
England had brought a reinforcement, confifling principally of two 
companies of Swifs, each of 100 men, commanded by officers of that 
nation. 

To avoid the riique and delay of a march by land, one of tiieie 
companies was immediately embarked in Mafibolas, the common iand 
flig^teft boats of the country, and ordered to proceed to Fort St. Da- 
vid by fea ; for it was not imagined that the French would venture 
to violate the Englifh colours on this element : but the boats no fboner 
came in fight of Pondicherry than a fhip in the road weighed anchor, 
and feizing every one of the boats, carried the troops into the town ; 
where Mr. Dupleix kept tiiem prifoners, and infilled that the cap- 
ture was as juflifiable as that which had been made of his own troops 
at Seringham. 

As foon as tiie news of this lofs reached Madrafs, Major Lawrence 
embarked with the other company of Swifs, on board of one of the com- 
pany's (hips, and arrived the i6th of Auguft at Fort St. David. 
The next day he took the command of the army, which con- 
fifted of 400 Europeans, 1700 Sepoys, and 4000 of the Nabob's troops, 
cavalry, and Peons, with eight field pieces. The enemy hearing of his ar-* 
rival decamped in the night, and retreated to Bahoor, and finding them- 
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felves followed, the next day went nearer to Pondicherry, and encamped 
between the bound hed^je and Villanour, irom whence the command* 
ing officer fent a letter protefting againft the Engli/h, for not re(pedting 
the territory of the French company. Major Lawrence being inftradted 
by the prefidency not to enter their antient limits, the bound hedge, 
iinlefs they ihould fet the eitample, contented himielf with attacking 
their advanced poft at Villanour, which they immediately abandoned, 
and their whole army retreated under the walls of the town. 

They (hewed fo little inclination to quit this fituatioh, that m^ 
Lawrence imagining nothing would entice them out of it, but a perfua* 
iion that the Englifh were more frightened than themfdves, retreated 
precipitately to Bahoor. The (batagem took efled, not with the com** 
manding officer Mr. Keijean, but with his uncle Mr. Dupleix, who 
ordered him to follow the English, and take advantage of their fup* 
pofed fears. The remonflrances of his nephew only produced a more 
peremptory order, in obedience to which Mr. Keijean marched, and 
encamped within two miles of Bahoor, where major Lawrence inmie-^ 
diately made the neceflary difpofitions for attacking him. 

The troops began to march at three the next morning i the Sepoys 
formed the firft line, the battalion the fecond, and the artSleiy were 
divided on the flanks ; the Nabob's cavalty were Rationed to die rig^t 
on the other fide of a high bank, which ran from die Englifli to the 
enemy's camp : the attack began a little before the dawn of day. 
The Sepoys were challenged by the advanced pofts, and not anfwcr- 
ing, received their fire, which they returned, and ftill marching on 
came to an engagement with the enemy's Sepoys, which lafled till 
day-light, when the French battalion were diicovered drawn up; 
their right defended by the bank, and their left by a large 
pond. The Engliffi battalion halted to form their front equal to 
that of the enemy, who, during diis operation, kept up a brifk 
fire firom eight pieces of cannon, and continued it till the fmall arms 
began. The aiflion now became warm, the Englifli firing as they ad- 
vancedj and the French ftanding tiieir ground until the bayonets met. 

This 
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This t^ble crifis of modem war is generally determined in an inftant, 1752 
and very few exan){:Jes of It occur. The company of Englifli grenadiers, 
with two platoons, broke the enemy's center, on which their whole 
line immediately gave way, and no quarter being expected in fuch a 
confli£l, they threw down their arms as incumbrances to their flight, 
diis was the moment fc^ the Nabob's cavalry to charge as they had 
been inilruded ) but inftead of fetting out in purfuit of the fugitives, 
they galloped into the camp, and employed themfelves in feizing die 
plunder -, however, the Sepoys picked up many of them. Mr. Kerjean, 
vtdth 13 oflicers and 100 private men, were made prifoners, and a 
greater number were killed ; all the enemy's artillery, ammunition, and 
fiores, were taken. Of the Englifli battalion, 4 officers, and 78 pri* 
Vate men, were killed and wounded. 

This viOxxj broke the enemy's force fo effi^dhially, that Mr. Dupleix 
was obliged to wait die arrival of farther reinforcements before be at- 
tempted any thing more in the field ; nor was this the only advantage 
obtained by it, for it checked die refiiladon which the Myfbrean had 
jufl taken of declaring openly for the French. 

The Engliih battalion no iboner quitted Tritchanopoly, than die 
X i^gent fet about accompliihing his fcheme to furprife the city, and by 
difburfing large fums of money, endeavoured to gain 500 of the Na^ 
bob's beft Peons, armed with firelocks. The Jemidars^ or captains of 
thefe troops, received his bribes, and promifed to join the 700 Myibreana 
in the gairiibn whenever they fhould rife. Captain Dalton receiving fmxe 
hints of the con^racy, kept ward in the city with as much vigilance 
as if he had been in an. enemy's country, and caufed the artillery on the 
ramparts to be pointed every evening inwards on the quarters of the 
My^reans, and c^ the fufpeded Peons. 

Thefe precautions naturally alarmed dide who bad been treating 
with die regent y but ftiU none of them made any difcovery ; where- 
upon, at a general review of arms wdered for this purpofe, he di« 
rc&ed their flints to he taken out of their matchlocks, under pre*^ 
tcnce of fupplying them with fome of a better fort. Tlus convincing 
them that dieir pradices were di&overed, the Jemidars came and 
confefled all that had pafledj imploring forgivenels: each brought 
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the ium he had received» and that of the principal man was 1 6,000 
rupees. They protefted that they had no view in taking the 
money, but to keep their troops from ftarving, who had fcarcely re- 
ceived any pay from the Nalx)b for nine months ; and as a proof that they 
had no intention of ailifting the Myfbrean in his defigns, they laid, that 
not one of them had removed his wife and family out of the city. Cap- 
tain Dalton made them few reproaches, but ordered them to march 
with their troops the next morning to join the Nabob's army at Tri- 
vadi« The regent finding this fcheme fruftrated, hired two fellows 
to {hoot captain Dalton as he walked on the ramparts, who luckily re- 
ceiving intelligence of their defign a few hours before they intended to 
put it in excution, ient a detachment which took them priibners in 
the houfe where they had concealed themielves with their arms. One 
was fullen, and faid little, but the other confefTed the whole, and de- 
clared, that three, more were engaged in the plot, who had undertaken 
to watch the gate of the palace, and (hoot Kiroodin Khan, the Nabob s 
brother-in-law, when he (hould come^out on the tumult which the death 
of the Englifh commander would naturally occafion ; but thefe, on fee- 
ing the foldiers march to the houfe, had made their efcape. The regent, 
when reproached for this treachery, denied that he had any knowledge 
of it. He employed, however, Morari-row to foUidt the pardon of the 
afTaffins ; and the friendfhip of the Morattoe being at this time thought 
very valuable, Kiroodin Khan granted his requef):, but did not reprieve 
the men before they had gone through the ceremony of being faflened 
to the muzzles of two field pieces in fight of the whole garrifbn drawn 
up under arms. Five days after two other Myforeans came to the 
Jemidar, who commanded 180 Sepoys at one of the gates of the city, 
and attempted to feduce him ; but this officer, an old and faithful 
fervant of the company, fecured the fellows, and* carried them to 
captain Dalton. The articles figned by the regent were found on 
them, which leaving no room for equivocation, they confefled the 
fadt, and were the next morning blown from the muzzles of two 
field pieces. This execution flmck fuch a terror, that the regent 
could not get any more of his own people to undertake fuch commif^ 
fions } and having remained quiet for fbme days, he at length pitched 

upon 
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Upon one Clement Poverio^ a Neapolitan> who commanded a com- 1752. 
pany of Topafles in the Nabob's fcrvice, and had often the guard over 
the French prifoners in the city. This man, trading a good deal, went 
frequently into the camp of the Myforeans, which gave the regent an 
opportunity of making application to him in perfon. He afTurcd Pove- 
rio that he had, befides the Myforeans in garrifon, a ftrong party in 
the city, and offered great rewards if he would join them on the firft 
commotion. The Neapolitan gave him caufe to believe he was to be 
wrought upon, but faid he mufl firft found the difpofition of his officers 5 
and on his return he made a faithful report to captain Dalton of what 
had pafTed. He was ordered to return to the camp the next morning 
with inftrudtions how to proceed, and conduiSed himfelf fo dexteroufly, 
that a few conferences intirdy gained him the confidence of the regent. 
Having fettled the plan of operations, he brought to captain Dalton 
the agreement figned by the regent and himfelf, fealed with the great 
fcal of Myfore : it was fpecified, that captain Poverio ihould receive 
acjooo rupees for himfelf, and 3000 more to buy firelocks, in order 
to arm the French prifoners, who were to be let out the firft time his 
company took the guard over them ; he was at the fame time to feize on 
the weftern gate of the city, near whkh the Myforeans were encamped, 
and to hoift a red flag, on which fignal the whole army were to move, 
and enter the town. 

On the day fixed for the execution of this enterprize, all the can- 
non that could be brought to bear 6n the Myfore camp were well manned, 
and above 700 mufkeeters, Europeans and Sepoys, were concealed in 
the traverfes and works near the weitem gateway, widi a great num- 
ber of hand grenades; the reft of the garrifon was under arms, and 
the Myforeans would certainly have fuffered feverely ; but the fears of 
the Nabob's brother-in-law put a ftop to the enterprize. He was appre- 
hcnfive that the attempt might fucceed, and to avoid the rifquc, lent 
a meflenger to upbraid the regent, and to acquaint him that the ggr- 
jifon were prepared to receive him. 

The regent thinking himfelf no longer fafe under the cannon of the 
city, decamped, and fixed his head quarters three miles to the weftward, 
at the Pagodas of Warior, which were garrifbncd by Englifh Sepoys j 

but 
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but finding that captain Dalton had reinforced this poft, he moved 
again, and encamped near Scringham. 

The mutual diilruft increaied daily, although the outward appearance 
of fijend(hip fubiifted ; for the regent fent every day one of his prin* 
cipal ofiicers to enquire after captain Dalton's health, in order to have 
an opportunity of diicovering what he was doing. When the two months 
ftipulated for the delivery of the city were expired, he fent four of his 
great men in form to demand the furrender of it ; but Kinxxlin 
Khan, a man haughty and infolent, when no danger was near, flew out 
into a pafOon, and reproaching the commiflaries with the treacherous and 
clandeftine practices of their prince, produced the agreement with cap- 
tain Poverio, iigned and (baled, and then told them plainly, that they 
had no city to exped:, but fhould be paid the money which the r^eiit 
had diiburfed, as foon as the Nabob's finances were in a better con- 
dition. 

The regent pretended to be much ofiended with this anfwer $ how- 
ever, after fome confideration, he lent his minifter to lay the accounts 
before the Nabob, declaring, that he was willing to relinqmfh his 
claim to Tritchanopoly, provided the money was immediatdy paid. 
This appearance of moderation was only intended to leflen die Nabob's 
ehara£ber with the publick, and to juftify the meafures he was deter- 
mined to take himfelf ; for he was too well acquainted with his dr- 
cumftances, to imagine him able to pay fo large a fom, which^ by 
the accounts he produced, amoimted to 8,500,000 rupees. 

There now remained litde hopes of reconciling the difference, 
which Mr. Dupleix had fix>m the beginning diligentty inflamed : 
knowing that it was the intereft of the Morattoes to protrad a 
war, he addrefled himfelf particularly to M(x*ari*row, who continu- 
ally received prefents and letters fi-om him, as alfo from his wifo. In 
thefe letters llie Engti(h were reprefented as a plodding mercantile 
people, unacquainted with the art of war, and not fit to appear in the 
field, oppofed- to a nation of fo martial a genius as the Frendi ; and the 
fiiccefs at Seringham was totaUy afcribed to the valour and activity of 
the Morattoe cavalry. 
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Morari-row having fettled his plan, cafily perfuaded the regent to ac- 1752. 
quieice to it, and embafladors were fcnt to Pondicherry, where 
a treaty was foon concluded, and war refolved : Mr. Dupleix promi- 
fing to take Tritchanopoly, and give it to the Myforcans. In confe- 
quence of this alliance, Innis Khan, with 3000 Morattoes, was de- 
tached from Seringham in the middle of Auguft, with inftruftions to 
join the French, but firft to go to the Nabob's camp, and endeavour to 
get fome money from him -, for this obje<Sl never failed to be interwoven 
in all Morari-row's fchemes. The detachment taking time to plunder 
the province as they marched along, were at fome diftance from the 
coaft when they received news of the battle at Bahoor : ftartlcd at this 
fuccefs, Innis Khan halted, waiting for farther inftmdlions from 
Tritchanopoly, in confequence of which he joined the Nabob, 
with great proteftations of friendfliip and ieeming joy at the late event, 
pretending to lament that he had not come up in time to have a (hare in 
it ; and in order to accomplish his intention of getting money, he did 
not hefitate to take the oath of fidelity to the Nabob. 

Major Lawrence, notwithftanding his late fuccefs at Bahoor^ did not 
thSik it prudent to engage In any farther operations, whilft he remained 
in uncertainty of the rcfolution which thefe Morattoes might take ; but 
as foon as they joined him, he moved from Fort St. David to Trivadi, 
and prepared to employ the remainder' of the feafbn before the rains be- 
gan, in reducing the country between Pondicherry .and the river Paliar. 
At the fame time the Nabob requefted jthe prcfidency to fend a force to 
attack Chinglapet and Cobelong, two ftrong holds, fituated to the north 
of that river, which kept in fubjedlion a confiderable traft of country, 
and from whence detachments fi-equently plundered the territory be- 
longing to the Nabob and the company. 

Madrafs was able to furnifh no more than 200 European recruits ,juft 
arrived from England, and, as ufual, the refufe of the vileft employ- 
ments in London, together with 500 Sepoys newly raifed, and as un- 
experienced as the Europeans. Such a force appeared very unequal to 
the enterprize of laying fiege to ftrong forts ; and it could hardly be ex- 
pefted that any officer, who had acquired reputation, would rifque it by 
taking the command of them j but captain Clive, whofe militar)r 
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1752. life had been a continued option of difficulties, voluntarily offisred his 
fervjce on this occafion, notwithftanding that his health was at this 
time much impaired by the excels of his former fatigues. 

The troops, with four 24 pounders, marched on the loth of Sep- 
tember againft Cobelong. This fort, called by the Moors Saudet 
Bundar, and fituated twenty miles fouth of Madras, and within mu£- 
ket (hot of the fea, was built by An'war-adean Khan, near the ruins 
of anodier belonging to the Oftcnd company. .The French got poflef- 
fion of it in the beginning of the year 1750 by a flratagem. A 
(hip anchored in the road» making fignals of diftrefs, and the Moors 
who repaired on board were told, that moft of the crew had died 
of thefcurvy, and that the reft would perifti likewife, if they were not 
permitted to come afliore immediately, fince they were no longer 
able to navigate the vefleL The Nabob's officer, in hopes of being 
well paid, granted their requeft, on which thirty Frenchmen of 
lean and yellow phyfiognomies, counterfeiting various kinds of in- 
firmities, were admitted, and having arms concealed under dieir doaths, 
overpowered the garrifon in the night. The fort had no ditch but a 
ftrong wall, flanked by round towers> on which were mounted thirty 
pieces pf cannon, and it was garrifoned by 50 Europeans and 300 
Sepoys. 

The Englifh troops arrived in the evening at an eminence about two 
miles to the weft ward, from whence half of them marched in the night 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, to take poflfeffion of a garden,, 
fituated about 600 yards to the fouth of the fort. At break of day 
the garrifon detached 30 Europeans and 100 Sepo)rs, wlio, advancing 
to the garden unobferved, began to fire through feveral large crevices 
in the gate, which was in a ruinous condition, and a fhot killed 
lieutenant Cooper* The troops were fo terrified by this alarm, and 
by the death of their officer, that they fled precipitately out of the gar- 
den, and would probably have run back to Madrafs, hadthey not been^ 
met by captain Clive advancing with the reft of his force, m4k) obliged 
them, not without difficulty,, and even violence, to rally, and return 
with him to the garden, which the enemy abandoned od his ap- 
proach. 

The 
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The next day he fent a fummons to the French officer, who an- 1752, 

fwered that the fort belonged to the king of France, and that if 
the EngIKh conunitted any hoflilities, his nation would deem it a 
declaration of war; he therefore expected that they would im- 
jnediately withdraw, but if they periifted, and attacked the place, 
he and his garrifon were determined to die in the breach. This 
bluflering language proceeded from his reliance on a reinforce- 
ment of 700 Sepoys and 40 Europeans, which Mn Dupleix had 
detached from Pondicherry to Chinglapet, with orders to the of- 
ficer commanding there to introduce them at all events into Cobelong. 
The Englifli the next day began to ereft a battery between the 
garden and the Fort, at the diftance of 300 yards from the walls, 
and at the fame time placed a ftrong guard on a rock about 100 
yards to the left of the battery. The enemy brought many of 
their guns to bear upon the face of attack, and fired fmartly; 
whilft it was with the greateft difficulty the Englifli troops could be 
kept to their pofts, both Europeans and Sepoys taking flight on every 
alarm: an unlucky fliot, which ftruck the rock, and with the 
fplinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen men, frightened the 
whole fo much, that it was fome time before they would venture to 
expofe themfdves again, and one of the advanced centries was found 
feveral hours after concealed in the bottom of a well. 

Captain Clive judging that (hame would avail more than feverity 
to reclaim them from their cowardice, expofed himfelf continually 
to the hotteft of the enemy's fire, and his example brought them in two 
days to do their duty with fome firmnefs. On the third, intelligence 
was received that the party from Chinglapet were advanced within 
four miles, on which he immediately marched with half his force 
to give them battle; but they,' on hearing of his approach, re- 
treated with great precipitation. On the fourth at noon, the bat- 
tery was finiftied, and juft as the Englifli were preparing to fire, 
to his great furprize, he received a meflage from the com- 
manding officer, offering to furrender at difcretion, provided he 
was permitted to carry away his own eflfcdls: thefe terms were 
immediately accepted, and the Englifli before the evening received into 
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the place, where it was found that all the cfFeds of the commandant con- 
fided of a great number of turkies, and a great quantity of fiiufF, 
commodities in which he dealt. Befides the cannon mounted on the 
walls, there were found 50 other pieces of the largeft calibres, which 
proved to be part of the artillery that the company had loft at Madf afs, 
when taken by Mr. De la Bourdonnais. 

The next morning Captain Clive, walking out at day-break, diicovered a 
large body of troops croffing a fmall river that runs about half a 
mile to the weft of the Fort, and concluding that they were the rcin- 
^rcement coming again from Chinglapet, immediately haftened back 
to the garden, where the greateft part of his force was quartered, 
and pofted them in ambufcade amongft the rocks and underwood, 
which commanded the high road: he was not deceived in his 
conjecture; for the commanding officer at Chinglapet having 
received the day before a letter from the officer at Cobelong, 
advifing him that the place could not hold out 24 hours unleis 
relieved, determined to make an effort more vigorous than the former, 
and being ignorant of the furrender, intended to furprizc the Engliih 
camp early in the morning. The Nabob's colours were hoifted in the 
Fort, and thefe being white, fkirted with green, were at a diftance miA 
taken by the enemy for their own flag; which confirmed their notion 
that the place ftill held out; and they continued to advance v^th 
great fecurity, until the whole party were within reach of the troops in 
ambufcade, who then gave their fire from all fides with great vivacity. 
It fell heavy, and in a few minutes ftruck down 100 men; the reft 
were fo terrified that not more dian half retained even prefence of mind 
to provide for their fafety by flight: the commanding officer, z^ Euix>* 
peans, and 250 Sepoys, with 2 pieces of cannon, were taken : thofe who 
fled, flinging away their arms, hurried to Chinglapet, where they 
communicated no fmall confternation, of which captain Clive de^- 
termined to take advantage by marching with the utmoft expedition 
againft the place. 

It is fituated 30 miles weft of Cobelong, 40 fouth weft of Madrafs> 
and within half a mile of the northern bank of die river Paliar. The 
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French took poiieflion of it in the beginning of the precceding year, 1752. 
when their troops marched out of Pondichcrry with Chunda-faheb to 
reduce the Arcot province. It was, and not without reafon, ef- 
teemed by the natives a very ftrong hold. Its outline, exclufive of 
fbme irregular projedlions at the gateways, is nearly a parallelogram, 
extending 400 yards from north to fouth, and 320 from eaft to 
weft. The caftern and half the northern fide, is covered by a con-. 
tinued fwamp of rice fields, and the other half of the norths to- 
gether with the whole of the weft fide, is defended by a large lake. 
Inaccefiible in thefe parts, it would have been impregnable, if the 
fouth fide Ivid' been equally fecurc, but here the ground is high, 
and gives advantages to an enemy. The Indian engineer, whoever he 
was, that erefted the Fort, feems to have exceeded the common 
reach of his countrymen in the knowledge of his art, not only by 
the choice of the fpot, but alfo by proportioning the ftrength of 
the defences to the advantages and difadvantages of the fituation : 
for the fortifications to the fouth are much the ftrongeft, thofe oppo- 
fite to the rice fields fomething weaker, and the part that is ikirted 
by die lake is defended only by a flender wall : a deep ditch 60 feet wide, 
and faced with ftone, a fauffe-braye, and a ftone wall 1 8 feet high, 
with round towers on and between the angles, form the defences to 
the land : nor are thefe all, for parallel to the fouth, eaft and north 
fides of thefe outward works, are others of the fame kind repeated 
within them, and thefe joining to the flender wall which runs to 
the weft along the lake, form a fecond enclofure or fortification. 
The garrifon confifted of 40 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, and there 
were 1 5 pieces of cannon mounted in the place. 

A battery confifting of four twenty four pounders, was raifed to the foiith 
about 500 yards fi-om the wall, which refifting atthis diftance longer 
than was expefted, the guns were removed and mounted within 200 yards^ 
and from hence in 4 days they made a breach through both the out* 
ward and inward wall j ' but ftill the ditches remained to be drained 
and filled up, and even then a much greater number than the befiegers 
might have been eafily repulfed. But the officer, on feeing the Engli(h 
preparing to make approaches to the outward ditch> took it into hisi 
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head that he had fufficiently ailerted the honour of his nation, and 
hung out the flag to capitulate, offering to ^ve up the place if -the 
garrifon were permitted to march away with the honours of war* 
Captain Clive thinking that the rifque of ftorming a place fo 
capable, of making an obftinate refiftance^ was not to be put in com- 
petition with the ideal honour of reducing the garrifon to fevercr 
terms^ immediately .complied with the enemy's propofals, who on the 
31ft. of 0(Slober evacuated the Fort, and marched away to Pondi- 

cherry. 

A garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys, under the command of 
an Englifti officer, was placed in Chinglapet, and fometime after, at 
the Nabob's requeft, the fortifications of Cobelong were blown up. The 
capture of thefe two places completed the redudion of all the coun- 
try that remained unfubdued to the north of the river Paliar,. be-* 
tween Sadrafs and Arcot. 

The health of captain Clive declining every day after this expedi-* 
tion, obliged him not only to quit the field, but alfo to take the re- 
folution of returning to his native country. He left Madrafs in tlie be- 
ginning of the next year, univerfally acknowledged as the man 
whofe example firft roufed his countrymen from the lethargy, into 
which they were plunged before the fiege of Arcot, and who by 
a train of uninterrupted fuccefles, had contributed more than any 
other officer to raife the reputation of their arms in India. 

During thefe fieges, major Lawrence, accompanied by the Nabob, 
advanced firom Trivadi to Vandewafh. This place, fituated 20 miles 
to the north of Gingee, was under the government of Tuckia-faheb , 
who had, as well as Chunda-faheb, and Mortiz-ally, married one of the 
fifters of the Nabob, Subderally Khan : the widow of that unfortu- 
nate prince, together with his pofthumous and only furviving fon, 
called Ally Doaft Khan, refided with Tuckia-faheb in the Fort. It 
was imagined that a place capable of (ending forth fuch pretenders 
to difturb the tide of Mahomed-ally, would have been attacked with 
the utmoft vigour ; but the Nabob was in fuch diftrefs for money, 
that he preferred to liften to the offers which Tuckia-faheb made to 
ranfom his town and fort from hoftilities. Whilfl an officer deputed 
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for this purpofe was fettling the terms, a cannon (hot from the 1752, 
fort was by fome accident fired into the camp. The Sepoys, 
vexed at the negotiation, which difappointed their cxpcdations of 
plunder, feized on this opportunity to break it off, and under pre- 
tence of refenting the infult, ruflied into the Pettah, and broke 
open the houfes: the poor furprized inhabitants were incapable of 
making refiftance ; but it being apprehended that the garrifon might 
fally from the fort, a party of Europeans were fent to fupport the 
Sepoys. Tuckia-faheb, ignorant of the caufe of this fudden adl of 
violence, ioiputed it to treachery, and ordered his garrifon to fire at 
the troops they faw in the Pettah. This brought on farther hofti- 
lities, the Englifli bombarding the fort with two mortars, and the 
garrifon keeping up a conflant fire from their mufketry and can- 
non until morning ; when a parly enfued, which explaining matters, 
the troops were recalled out of the Pettah, and the contribution was 
fettled at 300,000 rupees, which were paid the fame day. 

The Morrattoes during this expedition were continually roaming for 
plunder, which they took indifferently, as well in the countries acknow- 
ledging the Nabob as in the diftrids of difaffefted chiefs -, at the 
fame time that they were doing this mifchief, they expedled to be 
paid only hecaufe they had it in their power to do more by openly 
joining his enemies. 

The army returned firom Vandewafh to Trivadi, where they prepared 
to canton thcmfelves during the rainy monfoon, which began on the 3 ifl 
of Oabber at night, with the moft violent hurricane that had beett 
remembered on the coaftj the rain that fell continually for feveral 
days after laid the whole country under water, and ipread fuch a ficfc- 
nefe amongft the troops, as obliged them on the 1 5th, of November, ' 
to retire to fort St. David 5 which place affording quarters only for the 
Englifli, moft of the Nabob's men, unaccuftomed to remain in the- 
field in this inclement feaibn, left him, and went to their homea. 

By this time the regent at Seringham, perceiving that the Nabob 
and the Englifli had made fo little advantage of their fuccefs at Bahoor, 
recovered from the confternation he had been ftruck with by that event ^ 
and he lio fooner heard that they had returned into winter quarters, than 
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he fent away Morari-row, with all his Morattoes excepting 500, to 
Pondicherry ; and Innis Khan, with thofe under his command^ quitted 
the Nabob at Trivadi in the beginning of November, but not with* 
out having got fome of the money received at Vandewafh. Mr. Dupleix 
promiied to. fend fome Europeans to Seringham, and the regent 
hoping to divert the garrifon of Tritchanopoly from making any 
attempt againft him before they arrived, pretended that he had no 
defign to make war with the Nabob, and that Morari-row had 
left him in confequence of a dKpute that had arifen on fettling their 
accounts ; but notwithftanding this declaration, his patroles of horfe 
flopped, and carried to his camp all the provifions that were coming 
to the city : the efFeds of this hoftility were foon felt ; and the prefi* 
dency of Madrafs, who in confideration of his pretenfions to Tritch- 
anopoly, had hitherto declined to take revenge of his treacherous 
attempts to get pofi^flion of it^ now thought it time to treat him as a 
declared enemy. 

In confequence of this reiblution, captain Dalton on the 23d of 
December marched out of the City at 10 o'Clock at night, with the 
greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, to beat up his camp, which 
extended under the northern wall of Seringham ; but the regent him£^ 
with a confiderable guard remained within the pagoda. An artilleiy offi- 
cer with 3 pieces of cannon was previoufly ported on the fouthem 
bank of the Caveri, oppofite the pagoda, with orders to create what 
alarm he could by throwing fhot into the place, as foon as he 
(hould hear the fire of the mufketry in the camp: the troops 
paiTed the Caveri at Chuckley-apoUam, and then croiiing the iiland 
marched along the bank of the Coleroon, till they came within a 
quarter of a mile of the enemy's camp, when they halted in order 
to refrelh themfelves, and to form for the attack : but on the review it 
was found that no Icfs than 500 of the Sepoys were abfent, having as 
they afterwards affirmed, inadvertently miffed the line of march in 
the dark ; however the refl not appearing difcouraged, it was deter- 
mined to proceed : they were divided into two bodies, the firfl marched 
only four in front, being defigned to penetrate through the camp, 
filing two to the right, and two to the left ; whilft the other, drawn up in a 

more 
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more compa(5l manner, were ordered to halt as foon as they came 1752. 
araongft the tents, and there remain as a fupport to the firft party ; 
who moving on, found the enemy's advanced guard faft afleep, 
and difpatching them with their bayonets, entered the camp without 
oppofition, and to the right and left began a brilk fire from front to 
rear. The alarm was inftantly fpread, and produced fuch confterna- 
tion, that nothing was heard but the fhrieks of men wounded, 
and the outcries of others warning their friends to fly from the 
danger. The enemy, according to their (enfeleis cuftom, raifed a 
number of blue lights in the air, in order to difcover the motions 
of the column, but thefe lights ferved much better to diredl the 
fire againft themfelves ; in the mean time thofe within the pagoda 
manned the walls, but refrained from firing for fear of killing 
their own people in the camp, who in Icfs than an hour were 
totally difperfed ; and if the English had brought with them 
a petard, they would probably have got into the pagoda, and 
have finiftied the war by fecuring the perfon of the regent. Every 
thing being now quiet, the Sepoys were permitted to take as many 
horfes as they could conveniently lead away, and marching foremoft 
out of the camp, were followed by the Europeans in good order; 
but by this time, the Myforeans within the pagoda, finding by the ex- 
tinction of the lights, that none of their own army remained within 
reach, began to fire fmartly from the walls, and killed and wounded 20 
men, of whom feven were Europeans. 

The troops reached the city by day break, when they difcovered 
the enemy returning to the ifland, who immediately ftruck all their 
tents, and retired into the pagoda. This fufficiently fhewed their 
panic; but neverthelefs it was evident that their continuance in 
the neighbourhood would prevent the inhabitants from bringing 
in provifions, of which they began already to feel the want; 
captain Dalton therefore determined to bombard the pagoda, not 
doubting, that if he could drive the enemy out of it, their fears 
would deter them from encamping again within a night's march. 
With this view he fent half his force the following night 
acrc^s the river, and diflodged them from a great choultry that 
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fUndfi by the water iide, directly oppoiite to the ibuth-gate of Sering* 
ham I the buildftng was loo feet fquare^ and 30 high y a greirt number 
of Cooleys were immediately (et to work, and before morning they 
Inclofed the choultry with a ilrong entrenchment, and likewife made a 
parapet with fand bags round the roof, on which two field pieces were 
mounted. As it was not doubted that the enemy would make an 
efibrt to recover a poft fo capable of molefiing them, captain Dalton 
deterinined to fupport it with the reft of his force : the bed of the 
Cavori having at this time little or no water^ he took poft over- 
againft the choultry, on the ibuthefn bank of the river ; where a ' 
little wall ferved the party as a parapet ; they had with them four 
fidd pieces, which might eafily flank the choultry, as the river in this 
part was only 400 yards wide : the enemy remained quiet till noon, 
when having fuf&ciently intoxicated themielves with opium, they be- 
gan to fwarm out in great numbers ; but the field pieces kept them for 
fome time at a diftance, every (hot doing execution. During the can- 
nonade a party of the Nabob's Sepoys crofied the river, and taking 
pofleflion o£ a fmall choultry at a little diftance to the right of the 
other, began to fire from this untenable poft ; upon which a body 
of 300 Morattoe horfe galloped up to attack them, but before they 
arrived the Sepoys took flight ; fevetal of them were cut to pieces^ 
and the reft recrc^ing the river, ran into the city ; the Morattoes, en- 
couraged by this fucceis, now galloped up towards the entrenchment 
of the great choultry, where they were fufiered to come fo neaf, 
that feveral of them' made ufe of their fabres acrofs the parapet be- 
fore the troops within gave fire, which then began, and feconded 
by that of die four pieces of cannon on die other fide of the river, 
ftruck down a great number of men and horfes, and obliged the enemy 
to retire in confufion : in this inftant an officer took it into his head 
to quit his poft and pafs the river, in order to give captain Dalton 
infonnation concerning the artillery : fome of the foldiers feeing this> 
Imagined that be went away through fear, and concluding that things 
were worie than appeared to them, followed his example, and ran out 
ef the entrenchment ; which the reft perceiving, a panic feized the 
whole, and they left the poft with the greatcft precipitation, not- 
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witjiftanding they had the minute before givca three huzza's, on the 1752. 
retreat of the Morattoes: a body of 3000 Myfore horie» who were 
drawn up on the bank, immediately galloped into the bed of the 
river; and charging the fugitives with furyt cut down the whole party 
excepting 1 5 men : flufhed ' with this fucce^^ they made a pufh 
at captain Dalton's diviiion on the other iSde. All thefe motions 
fucceeded one another fo rapidly, that he had hardly time to put 
his men on their guard ; more eipecially as many of them had caught 
the panic, from having been fpeftators of the mai&cre of their comrades : 
however fbme of the bravcft hearkeniqg to his exhortations flood firm by 
thf artiUery ; their behaviour encouraged the Sepoys, who made a ftiong 
fire from behind the little wall in their front, which, accompanied 
by the grape-fhot of the four field piecet> iboa abated the ardour 
of the enemy, and obliged them to retiM^t, lexving fome horfes^ 
whofe riders fell within ao yards of the muzsks of the guns: captain 
Dalton then advanced a little way into the bed of die river, where 
he remained, till he had colle(3!ed the dead and wounded. Not 
a mail who efcaped could give any reaibn why he quitted his pofl, 
all of them acknowledging that at the time when they took flight 
only one man in the entrenchment was wounded, and that they 
had nine barrels of ammunition. 

This difafler diminifhed the ffarength of the garrifi)n near one hal^ 
not by the number, but the quality of the troops that were lofl ; 
for the killed and difablod were 70 Europeans, and 300 of the befl 
Sepoys, together with the Lieutenants Wilkey and Crow; who. having 
endeavoured in vain to rally the men, gallantly determined to flay 
in the intrenchment, where they were cut to pieces. No farther hopes 
therefore remained of driving the regent out of Seringham ; on the 
contraiy, it became necefiary for the garrifbn, thus leflened, to give 
their whole attendon to the fecurity of the city, and aH negotia- 
tions between the Nabob and the regent being at an end, captain 
Dalton turned out the 700 Myfbreans, fufl^ing them to retire peace* 
ably with their arms and baggage ; but he detained their commander 
Gopaulrauze, the regent's brother, permitting him however to keep 
fwch domefbcks as he thought proper. 
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But left the enemy fliould imagine that he was totally difpirited, if 
he remained inadive. Captain Dalton determined to make fome 
attempt, \vhich, at the fame time that it might be executed 
without much rifque, might make them believe he was ftill in a 
capacity to adt in the field. They had a poft about four miles weft 
of Tritchanopoly, at a pagoda called Velorc, where the guard preven- 
cd the country people from carrying provifions into the city. The 
pagoda had a ftrong ftone wall, and they had choaked up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by which only one 
man could enter at a time, and this they carefully (hut every evening : 
30 Europeans marched in a dark night, and having concealed them- 
felves in a watercourfe near the gate, a ferjeant of artillery, carrying 
a barrel of gunpowder with a long faufage to it, went forward, 
and, digging, placed the barrel under the wicket unobferved, al- 
though the centinel was fitting at the top of the gate finging a 
moorifti ibng : the explofion not only brought down the mud-work, 
but. alfo blew up the terrace of the gateway, with the guard afleep on 
it, fb that the ibldiers entered immediately without difficult, and 
having frefti in their memory the lofs of their comrades at the choul- 
try, put all the Myibreans they met to the fword. 

The regent, convinced by this exploit that famine would be the 
fureft means of reducing the garriibn, ordered a party of 200 horfe 
to lay on the plain every night, between the city and the country 
of the Polygar Tondeman, from whence only provifions were ob- 
tained: they feized fome of .the people bringing in rice, and ac- 
cording to their barbarous cuftom, cut off their noies, and fent them 
thus mangled to Tritchanopoly. This cruelty ftruck fuch a terror, that 
for fome days no one would venture to bring in fupplies : in order 
therefore to diflodge this detachment, 400 men. Sepoys and Euro- 
peans, widi two field pieces, marched in the evening and took pof- 
fcflion of the ground where they ufed to pafs the night; the 
enemy coming up fome time after, did not difcover their dan- 
ger before they received the fire of the troops, which immediately 
put them to flight, and by their outcries it was imagined they fuffered 
confiderably. 

Whatever 
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Whatever might be their lofs, the furprize ftruck fuch a terror, that 1752. 
no more finall detachments could be prevailed on to remain v^^ithin 
reach of the garrifbn during the dark nights, and their refiifal fuggefted 
to the regent the refblution of dividing his force, and of forming a 
confiderable camp between the city and Tondeman's country, whilfl: 
he remained with the reft at Seringham. A multitude of people fet 
to the work finifhed in a few days an entrenchment, with a ftout 
mud wall, at a place called Facquires Tope, or the grove of the Facquire, 
fituated four miles to the fouth, and one to the weft of the city; 
after which 5000 horfe and 3000 foot, being nearly one half of the 
army, and the beft troops in it, moved from the IQand with their 
baggage, and pitched their tents within this fortification. The efFedt 
of this <)ifpofition was fbon ieverely felt ; no more grain was brought to 
the market, the (hops were (hut, and the inhabitants began to cry fa- 
mine, whilft the garriibn had the mortification to perceive themfelves 
incapable of removing the diftrefs, being, fince the lofs at the choultry, 
too weak to cope with the enemy, in either of their camps. 

Such was the fituation of afiairs at Trichanopoly at the end of 
March. In the mean tinie the junction of the Morattoes enabled 
Mr. Dupleix to make head againft the Nabob in the Carnatic, and 
he had likewife received the fatisfadion of hearing that his ally 
Salabat-jing had removed a moft dangerous competitor for the Sou« 
ba(hip, by the murder of his brother Gazi-o-din Khan. 

This prince, fufpeding that Balazarow the Morattoe only made the 
war he had employed him to wage againft Salabat-jing fubfervient to 
his own purpofes, marched himfelf from Delhi, and in the beginning 
of Oftober appeared before Aurungkbad, at the head of 1 50,000 men : 
the army of Salabat-jing amounted to near 100,000 ; the French bat- 
talion compenfated the difference ; and by two or three fuccefsful fkir- 
mi(hes, reduced the enemy to enter into a negociation. There ac- 
companied Gazi-o-din Khan, a French furgeon, who had wandered 30 
years before from Pondicherry, and was at this time principal Phyfician 
to the great Mogul. This man was commiffioned by the miniftry at 
Delhi to proceed to Pondicherry, and to offer Mr. Dupleix many ad- 
vantages, on condition that he would withdraw his troops firom Salabat- 
jing: 
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jing : for which purpoie he was furnifhed with a blank paper, to which 
the great feal of the empire was affixed. From him it is conjedured, 
that Mr. fiufly received information of the intentions of the court of Delhi,^ 
which Salabat-jing immediately iet about to fruflrate, by a method that 
could not fail of fuccej^, as it could not naturally be fufpeiSed^ 
^Dr he prevailed on his mother to poifbn her £>n, his brother ; which (he 
ef^£i:ed by fending Gazi-o-din Khan a plate of vtduals, prepared, 
as (he too truly afllired him, by her own hands. This dreadful parri* 
cide was followed by the fucceis expeded from it ; for the army, on 
the death of their general, as ufual, either difperfed or went over to 
the oppofite fide. 

Gazi*o-din Khan left a ion called Sche-abeddin, who during his father's 
life had received a principal employment at the court of Delhi. This 
prince had talents fuperior to any of his family, and would doubdefs not 
have delayed to revenge his father's death, had not the convulfions 
which at this time threatened the throne fuggefted to him other 
views, which foon after rendered him the moft important charadter in 
the ftate } he however, immediately on the news, obtained the commiP- 
fion of Soubah of the Decan ; but Salabat-jing finding bimfelf not 
likely to be foon attacked again from Delhi, continued to ailert that 
he himfelf was the real Soubah ; and foon after Gazi-o-din Khan's 
death he fent, according to his promife, an embaiTador to Pondicherry, 
who pretended to come from the great Mogul, with a patent con- 
firming Mr. Dupleix Nabob of the countries to the fouth of the 
Kriftnah: the man was received with great pomp and refpaS, and 
the patent publilhed throughout the province with much oftentafion. 

But ftill this tide, fpecious as it might be, furni(hed Mr. Dupleix 
with no money, which in the wars of Jndoftan is of more fervice than 
any title whatfoever; for the revenues which Salabat-jing re- 
ceived at Aurerigabad were continually exhaufted by the great army 
he was obliged to maintain, and the charge of Mr. fiuily's troops 
alone amounted to 400,000 pounds a year. The diftrds was as great 
at Pondicherry ; for although many chiefs in the Camatic had without 
compulfion contributed to fupport the caufe of Chunda-faheb during 
his life, their zeal ceafed at his death, from their ienie of the incapa- 
city 
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city of his fon Raja-lkheb, little qualified to profecute a conteft in wHich 1752. 
a man of his fathers abilities had periflied: and in this time of anar- 
chy and confuiion^ whilft the authority of no one extended farther than 
his fword could reach, every chief referved for himfelf . whatever 
revenues he dould colledt. So that notwithftanding Mr. Dupleix's titld 
was acknowledged by all who did not wifh well to Mahomed-ally, hi* 
power was corifined to the - diftrifts which lie between Pondicherry and 
Gingee, ind thefe did not furnifti more than 50,000 pounds a year : 
at the fame time the French company, mifled by his reprefentations, 
lent out no more money than was neceflary for their commerce, and 
with pofitive orders tliat it fhould not be employed to any other 
purpofe. Thefe difadvantages would probably have reduced the French 
to ceaie hoililitie^ after the capture at Seringham, had not Mr. Du- 
pleix been endowed (and this at lead is much to his honour) with a 
perfevcrance, that even fuperfeded his regard to his own fortune, 
of which he had at that time diiburfed 140,000 pounds, and he con^ 
tinued with the fame ^irit to furnifh more; but as this refburcc 
could not lad long, and as the flender capacity of R^a-faheb rendered ' 
him rather a burthen dum a fupport to the cauie, he determined 
to make him relinq^uih the tide c£ Nabob, and to give it to ibme 
dther perfon; from whofe wealth, abflity, and connexion^ he might 
reaibnably expedt confiderable reibufces for carrying on ike vnr. 
The man he pitched upon was Mortiz-ally Rhan of Velore, to whom 
he difplayed all the commiflions he had received from Salabat-jing» 
and difcovered the ftate of his negotiations with the Morattoes, and 
Myforeans. The Phoufclar, fenfible that there could not be much 
riik in taking part with fuch an apparent fuperiority, accepted 
the propofal, levied troops, and reiiblved to go to Pondicfaerry, as ibpn 
as the journey might be undertaken without danger. In the mean 
time 50 Europeans were fcnt from Pondicherry to Velore, and 
with their afliftance he formed a con^iracy with the French pri- 
ibners in the fort of Arcot ; who were to rife and overpower the 
Englilh garrifon, which they greatly otftnumbered ; but a fufpicion of 
this treachery was luckily entertaitKd in tinoe, to prevent the iuc* 

ceis 



28o .The War op Coromandel. ' Book IV. 

1753. ^^^^ of It, and the prifbncrs were removed in the latter end of De- 
cember to Chinglapett. Thus ended the year 1752 in the Camatic. 

On the 3d of January 1753, the French, confiding of 500 Eu- 
ropeans, and a troop of 60 horfe, together with 2000 Sepoys, and 
4000 Morattoes under the command of Morari-roW, marched from 
Valdore, and entrenched on the banks of the river Paniar, in fight of 
Trivadi : upon which Major Lawrence, with .the Nabob, returned 
from fbrt St. David to their former encampment at that place. Their 
force confifted of 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 1 500 daftardly horfe 
belonging to the Nabob. On the 9th, the Morattoes, fupported by two 
companies of Topafles in their own pay, advanced with three field 
pieces, and began to cannonade the village of Trivadi. The 
battalion was immediately under arms, and the grenadiers, with fome 
Sepoys, were ordered to attack their guns, which they got poflefiion of 
before the enemy had time to fire a fecond round: the Morrattoes 
ftill remaining on the plain. Major Lawrence followed them two 
miles towards their camp, and having as he thought fufficiently dif- 
perfed them with his field pieces, prepared to return, when they came 
galloping up again furioufly on all fides, and furrounded him. 
The foldiers preferved their fire till every (hot did execution, and the 
artillery men behaving with the fame calmnefs and refolution, 
foon beat them off, with the lofs of 1 00 men killed. Morari-row on 
his return to camp reproached the French for their cowardice, in not 
having fupported him in the manner that had been concerted between 
them. He continued howevar with great a<ftivity to diftrefe their ene- 
mies, by fending out parties, which prevented the country people fi-om 
bringing provifions to the camp ; and this obliged Major Lawrence, 
when in want, to march with his whole force, and efcort his fup- 
plies fi'om fort St. David. Thefe marches were exceflively fatiguing, 
and might have been dangerous; had the French behaved with the 
fame adlivity and fpirit as the Morattoes, who never failed to be on the 
road harrafling, and fometimes charging, the line of march: 
on the 28th of January, in particular, they accompanied the battalioii 
the whole way from TriVadi to Fort St. David : but, delpirited by the lofe 
of 300 of their horfes, which were killed by the field pieces in the dif- 

3 ferent 



Book IV* History ev tms Caijnatic^ tli 

ftrent ikirn^flies of the day, they did not venture to attack the iMdys I75.3. 
as liicf were returning to the camp wkh the convoy, 

Si^ported as the French were fay &ii excellent caf^ahy^ tl^^ a^l^t 
withoirt much rifque have ventared a general en^ement ; but Mr. 
Dnpleix, whofe eye was always on Tritchanopoly, deleniuied to ptotni£l 
the war on the iea coaft as long as poffibk^ diat the My&reans might 
not be interrupted from bk)ckading the d^. He tftieieJEbre oiderdd 
hk troops on tb4 Pannar to t£k utirely on the delenfi?e, and to 
ftrengthen thek enCrendutitBls ; which, with tht ufual dexterity of that 
nation in works of ^lis kind, were fixm coal{deated and rendered Utfle 
inferior to tho defences of a regular Ibrtrefs. The £i^^ pfdidency 
ienftUe of iflie great rifque of ftormiog iiich works widiottt a fufikicttt 
body of hdrfe to cover the flanks of thdr infiaitBy during the attack, 
Ibiliciled the king of Tanjore to fend his cavalry to dieir affiftance: he 
promiied fair, and a detachment of Europeans with two field pteocs 
snarcbed from Trivadi to favour the jun^on ; but they had not 
proceeded far, before they heard that the king had recalled bis troops 
to* the capkal, on a report, that the Morratoes intend to enter Us 
country. 

DifappcHnted c£ this affiftance, M^r Lawrence was obliged to so- 
sdain inadlive in his Camp, contemplating every day die fituation of die 
enemy, which he had in fight, and fitettkig at his incapac^ Co 
att^k them« The ^^attoes in the mean tunc wer^ not idle; 
their parties were feen now at Trinomake, ibtn at Ai^ot, then at 
Chilkntbran^ that is, in every part of the province between the tiyet 
Paliar, and the Coleroon. In the middle of Pebfuaryi one of their de^ 
tachroents appeared, flounfUng their fabres, aikl caraoolling within 
mufket ihot of Qiemundekim, die weftern i^doubt of the bounds 
hedge of St. David : their tnfelence irritated the guard, and the ier* 
jcant, a brave but blundering man, thinking this an opportuniiiy of 
difling^ifhing hinafelf and of geltii^. promotion, mardied into the 
plain with hia whole force, 25 Buropeans, and 50 Sepoys. The enemy 
retreated, until the party was advanced half a mile from die redoubt^ 
when they turned on a fujden, and gallopti^ up iiirroonded them in an 
inftant; the ^fe^eant, not doubting that the fiiil. fim. would di^Mrft 
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1753. theniy gave it in agencral volley, which did fome execution ;but before the 
troops could load again, the Morattoes charged them impetuoufly ^oid 
in hand, broke the rank, and every horfeman fingling out a particular 
. man, cut them all to pieces. Inaflivity or retreat in war is never 
in Indoftan imputed to prudence or ftratagem, and the fide 
which ceafes to gain fuccefles is generally fuppofed to be on Ac 
brink of ruin. Such were the notions entertained of the army at Trivadi, 
and they were induftrioufly propagated by Mr, Dupleix, in order to en- 
courage his new ally Mortiz-ally to fet up his ftandard in the province, 
t The Phoufdar with his ufual caution firft encamped without Vclor^ then 
advanced fomewhat farther, and at laft, aiTured by the Morattoes that 
they would cover his march, ventured to proceed to Pondicherry, wherCi 
.on fiirniihing 50,000 pounds for the expences of the war, he was with 
. great ceremony and publick rgoicings proclaimed Nabob of the Car* 
natic. 

But the fatisfaftion he might receive from this exaltatkni did 
not laft long. It was propoied that he fhould begin by imitating 
the conduct of Chunda-faheb, and appear at the head of the 
army : this his nature abhorred. On fetding the terms of his re^ 
gency, £> much affiftance in money and troops was expeded fix>m 
him» and fb little power or advantage ofl^red in return, that he 
, found the nabobfliip held on fuch condition^ would be of \tk 
value than the independant pofieflion of his government of Velore. 
At the fame time fufpe£ting what he himfelf would infisdlibiy have 
done in a fimilar cafe, he was terrified with the notion 
tiiat Mr. Dupleix would keep him a prifbner at Pondicherry, i£ 
he diicovered his averfion to have any farther connexion with him : 
.tiiefe fentiments did not eicape the fagacity of Mr. Qupleix^ but 
Jie had too much good fenfe, not to fee that fuch a breach of 
faith would probably determine; the enemies of Mahomed-ally 
to. make their peace on any terms with thaft prince. He therefore 
confented to . Mortiz-ally 's return, who promifing to make war in 
the country about Arcot, left Pondicherry in the end of March> 
convinced for the firfl time in his life^ that he had met with a 
moi^ cunning man than himielf. 
... In 
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In the mean time, no militaiy operations pailed, excepting the fkir- 
miHies of the Morattoes with the Engliih battalion, during three or 
four marches, which they were obliged to make, in order to efeort their 
provifions from fort St. David. The French were not to be in- 
ticed out of their intrenchments, and Major Lawrence, feeing no 
other method of ftriking a decifive blow, determined to ftorni 
their camp. The prefidency ieconded this resolution, by fending 200 
Europeans, of which 100 were a company of Swifs lately arrived from 
Bengal, to fort St. David ; where the battalion joined theni, and the 
whole, with a large convoy of provifions, iet out for the canip, on the 
firfl of April. The whole body of the Morattoes were waiting for 
them in fight of the bound-hedge ; and behaved this day with more 
activity than ever, rarely removing out of Cannon fhot, and galloping 
up whenever the incumbrances of the baggage difunited (he line ^f 
march, and left intervals open to their attacks. Thus continually 
threatned, and often aflaulted, the convoy advanced very (lowly. The 
weather was exceflively hot, and feveral men fell dead with the heat, 
fatigue, and the want of water. When within three miles of Trivadi, 
the Morattoes made a general and vigorous charge, fiifrounding the 
front of the line, and were with difficult repulfed ; many of theit 
horfes fell within a few yaids of the field pieces, and amongfl the flaia 
was Bazinrow, Morari-row's nephew, the fame who came to Captain 
Clive's afiiftance, after the fiege of Arcot. I£$ d^th damped their 
ardour, and they retreated to a diflance. But the work of the day 
was not yet over; for the troops continuing their march, difcovered, 
within a mile of Trivadi, the French troops and Sepoys drawn u^ 
on their right : the ccmvoy happened luckily to march on the left along 
the bank of the river Gandelu. The two battalions advanced againfl 
each other cannonading, until the French coming to a hollow-way, 
halted on die oppofite fide, imagining that the Englifh would not venture 
to pafs it under the difadvantage of being expo&d to their fire ; but 
Major Lawrence ordered the Sqioys and artillery to halt, and defend 
the convoy againfl the ' Morattoes, ftiU hovering about, and pufhed on 
brifkly with the main body of Europeans acrofe the hollow way: the 
enemy, who expedted to find . the EogUfh fiitigued with a long^ 
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and hmrraififig march, were fp dartled at the vmcity of this mo- 
tkin^t that thej only ftaydi to give ope fire, atid then ran away 
with the atoioft precipitaticHift lesmng the Englifli to finifli their march 
without farther nu>leftation« A3 foon a$ the troops were recovered from 
]their fatigue, Major Lawrenoe approached nearer the enemy's cailip, v^tbin 
z mile of whichythey had an advanced par^, at the village of Caiyatnon- 
gahim ; the grenadiers and 1 00 men of the battalion w^^ ordered 
to attack thia poft, and ibon got pofleilion o(, it i afier which a bat-* 
^y of two e^hteen poand^ra was ere^l^d againft their intrench- 
xaentSi at the diiUnoe of 700 yards : it; was sot ti|l now that the 
S^g^ifli per^fi^ftly difcovered the ftrengdi of dieir works, which 
«on£fl»d of a parapet (Winon pfoo^ with redoubts at proper diilanoes, 
4 broad aod deep ditcb^ and a good glacsi, ^:fended hjr 30 piocei 
4>f capnon- The battery fired for &mtG time, but made no im- 
peffion, wd the difficulty of getting pfovifions kcieafing with the 
4iftancjB £ra0> St Davids, it was though proper to defift ;&om the 
attempt, and the army returned tD Triv^ . . 

lo the mean timet, the Mc^attoes were indefatigable, andbc^gjoioed 
if a finall patty from Pondicheny, furprxaed a fi)rt near Chillamhraffl, 
called BoMg^ry, fiooa whesioe Ibrt St. David drew large fupplies of 
fraui : captain KJirpatrick niar<:;|bad with a detachopent to make the 
pkee i md upon bis approach they abandoned it to the mght. 

Th^ee months iafFediially err^loyed to bf irig die enenoy to a general 
^^Mg^g^n^^^ convinced Major Lawrence . of the meceflky of altering his 
flan of oporatiQB& He conned with the Nabob on remoieing 
ihe war to ibiae other part of ^ country, in order to draw the French 
battalioa 60m (har pcefent taqmgnaUe fituajtioa; hot is was not eafy^ to 
ddevmine where they Should carry thek arms s and whiUl diey weoe 
detibefatiag on ike diokej fuddem and unexpected news from Tritch- 
a«bp£^y lefolved ^ difiiculty, and kft lihem without an optkai. 

Captain Plalton,, Ibrelbeif^ the diftcefles tt> which the dty woidd be 

tedueed after Aedeftat, of bi» party at the Ckcnliv}^ had dSaen quef- 

tic^ed Kiroodin Khan, the governor^ ca the quantity of provifiona 

: he bad \» fk)re i who ^ways c^red him with ; great oonfidence 

dMt be hbd£uS^aesA to ^^^ the.garriifiba lor &ar mpnth^t I;or fome 

time 



Book IV*. History or thb Carmatic, 285 

time the finall conroys, which got into the city in fpite ot die ene* i753* 
my*6 patroks, balanced the daily oonfumption made out of the^ 
magazines ; but as foon as the Myfoccan divided liis army into two 
camps, all fupplies wene cut off, and a party of Sepoys, which had 
been (oat into Tondeman s country, were not able to get back. In 
ijiis fituaticMi captain Dalton infifted on examining the magazines, 
when to his great furprisse Kiroodin Khan informed him that he 
had taken advantage of the icarcity, to iell out die proviiions to the 
inhabitants at a hi^ price, not doubting but ^at opportunitiet 
of replacing them would offer, and adcnowledged that tliue flock «e* 
mainxng was no more than Efficient fbr 15 da3rs: in which time 
the army at Trivadi could hardly receive the news, and match 
to the relief of the city. Expoftuktkins were vain, for the mU^ 
chief was real; an e3q>re& was therefore ient with itik alarms 
ing intelligence to Major Lawrence, who received it at 10 at n^ht th« 
aotfa of April, and inflantly iflised orders for the troops to be ii^ f ea* 
dineis to march by day break; when, leaving a garrifon of i jo Euro« 
peans, and 500 Sepoys, at Trivadi, the reft proceeded to Foit 
St. David, in carder so coUeft the «xx£&ry &ipplieS of military 
stores. 

The want of faorfe having hitherto been die principal obftacle to 
the fM'ogreis of the Nabob's affairs, it was determined to apply again 
to the king of Tanjore, and in order to encourage, or if necedary to 
awe him into a compliance, it was reicdved to proceed to TritchanOpoly, 
through his dominions. The army on the 22d of April pafied by 
Chillambrum, and as ibon as they crofled die Coleroon, the king de- 
puted Succqjee, his {dme minifter, to compHment the Ndbob and Ma- 
jor Lawrence ; and when they were arrived at Condqor, ten miles 
from the capital, he deficed an interview, and met them half way at 
one of his gardens, Vfhetc he appeared in great ^^ndor, accompa- 
nied by ^000 horie, and ^o El^shantsrin rk:h trappings. Seeming to 
be convinced dut it was his own hiteseft to fiipport dse Nabob, he 
gave ocders to his hcrfe to proceed with him to Tiritchanopoiy 3 bat 
die neict day, after marching a few miles, they UA dae army, pro* 
Bi&ig, however, to yetum vesy iooxi^ 
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1753, During this interval captain Dalton had not been inadive at Tritcha- 
nopoly. . The enemy's troops at Facquire's Tope were commanded 
by Virana, the fame general who led the van of the army,, when the. 
Myforeans firft joined the £ngli(h detachment at Kifnavaram^ where 
captain Dalton had an opportunity of difcovering the little reach of his 
military capacity, and knowing him to be a very timorous man, parti- 
cularly in the night, he did not doubt that if frequent alarms were 
given to the camp, the Myforean would, out of regard to his own fecu- 
rity, fend no more detachments abroad to intercept proyifions coming to 
the city. For this purpofe he ereded a redoubt, within random cannon 
fhot of the enemy's camp, but much nearer to the city ^ and when this 
poft was well fecured, and two pieces of heavy cannon mounted on it^ 
the guard frequently advanced with two field pieces, and fired 
into the camp, in the day time taking care to return to the redoubt, as 
46oti as the enemy began to move, which they were apprized of by 
fignals from the rock in Tritchanopoly ; but in the night they pro- 
ceeded with lefs caution, and advanced near enough to throw grape 
ihot into the camp, the Myforeans never once venturing to fend out 
a detachment to cut off their retreat. Encouraged by this proof of 
their imbedllity, the party, under favour of a very dark night, ap- 
proached the 15th of April much nearer, and fired 30 rounds of grape 
fhot into the camp, from each of the field pieces; which created 
no fmall confufion, as appeared by the number of lights the enemy 
raifed, and the great uproar they made : next day the party had fcarce 
recommenced their fire fi'om the ufual flation, before they perceived the 
enemy decamping in a great hurry ; but fuipe£ting this to be a feint to 
to draw them nearer in order to cut off their retreat, they continued 
firing very brifkly without advancing : and before noon the enemy ftruck 
alltheir tents, and abandoned the camp, which the party then took pof^ 
feflion of, and found in it a large quantity of rice and other provifions, 
as alfb feveral wounded men, who informed them, that the cannonade 
of the preceding night having killed ^1 elephant, two camels, 
and feveral horiies, had flruck Virana with fuch terror, that he 
determined not to run the rifque of anodier attack. He however 
remained to the fouth of die Caveri two or three days longer ; 

but 
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but on receiving certain intelligence of Major Lawrence's march, he 1753. 

Joined the reft of the Myibreans at Seringham, and the country people 
ventured again to bring proviiions into the ci^. 

On the 6th of May^ the major arrived in fight of Tritchanopoly, 
and entered the city without meeting any interruption ; for none of 
the Myibreans prefiimed to appear on the plain : the number of the 
battalion was greatly diminifhed during the march, which was per- 
formed at the iettihg in of the land winds, when they blow with the 
greateft heat and violence > befides (everal who died on the road, 
and others who were fent back fick to fort St. David, and Devi 
Cotah, 100 men unfit for duty were carried into the hofpital at Tritcha- 
nopoly on the day of their arrival : many had likewife deferted, parti- 
cularly of the Swiis, of whom a ieijeant and 1 5 men went off in 
one day: (o that the whole, including what the garri(bn of Tritchanopolv 
could fpare for the field, amounted, when muftered, to no mc^e dian 
50Q Europeans, who with 2000 Sepoys, and 3000 horie in the 
Nabob's fervice, compofed the army. 

As foon as Mr. Duplek was certain what rout they had 

, taken, he detached 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with four field 

pieces , from the camp near Trivadi ; who marching by the road of 

Verdachellum, Volkondah and Utatoor, joined the Myforeans at Sering- 

ham, the day after the Engli(h arrived at Tritchanopoly. 

Major Lawrence having allowed the men three days to refrefh 
diemfdves, determined on the loth of May to pafs over into the 
ifland, and offer the enemy battle, which, if they declined, he refolved 
to bombard Seringham, and cannonade their camp: the Nabob's ca<- 
valry, diicontented for want of pay, refufed to take any (hare in the 
adtion. The battalion and Sepoys therefore proceeded without them, 
and fetting out at three in the morning in two divifions, arrived at fix 
at Moota Chellinoor, a village four miles weft of the city, over 
againft the head of the ifland. A large body of horfe and foot, 
drawn up on the oppofite fide, ieemed determined to defend the pafs, 
but were foon difperied by the firft divifion, and whilft the fecond 
was crofiing they retreated towards the pagoda, from whence the My- 
foreans no iboner difcovered the Englifh forming on the ifland^ than 

Aey 
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^753' ^^y f^*^^'^ ^' ^ ^^* n\|tttbcrs^ and their cavalry, led by tlic 
Morattoes^ under the comnofand of Harra-fing, came galloping up at a 
great rate, and making a rtfolutc charge on the left of the line, wherea 
body of Sepoys were poftcd, broke through tbcni fword in hand j but 
the Sepoys feeing three platoons of Europeans advancmg to their 
fupport, behaved with fpirit, and recovering their ground, kept up 
a (mart fire, which after a fevere flaughtcr repul&d the cavalry, 
who made a tooft precipitate retreat towards the pagoda, expofed to 
the fire of ten pieces of cannon, eight field pieces which accom- 
panied the troops, and two eighteen pounders which captain Datton 
had fent to the bank of the river. By this fhne Mr. Aftrac, with die 
French troops and Sepoys marched up, and lodging the greateft part of 
Aem m a water courfe, where they were effedtuatly flieTtered, placed 
hfe camioft, four field pieces, on an eminence, fi-om whence they made 
ft brifk fire. They were anfwercd by the Englifh artillery ; but as it 
was^ not thought prudent to make a pufii at the water coarfe, at the 
ril^uc of being fallen upon by fuch numbers of cavalry as covered the 
plain, Major Lawrence, to pfeferve hts main body from the enemy's 
Cannonade, ordered them to take (belter behind a bank, (b that die 
fight was maintained only by die artillery until noon» when a 
party of the enemy's Sepoys, with fome Topafles, took pofleffion 
of a large choultry to the left of the Englifli line, which they 
began to incommode with the fire of their mu(ketryj upon 
diis die company 6f grenadiers, with a detachment of Swift 
under the command of Captain Polier, were ordered to diHodge 
die Sepoys; which fervice the grenadiers effected with great refolu- 
tionj and animated by their focoe(s, purfbed the fugitives until 
they infenfibly gained die flank of the water courfe, wheiie the 
main body of the French troops was concealed. Thefe on feeing the 
danger which threatened them, prepared to retreat, and were ac- 
tuafly on the point of abandoning two of their field pieces, when 
captain Polier, who remained with the Swifi at the choultry, and 
fi-om thence could not fee the enemy's confufion, (ent orders for the 
grenadiers to return. Thus was loft one of thofe cridcal. moments, on 
wirich die greateft advantages fai war (b often depend ; but widiout 

any 



fiobklV. HlSTORT OP TKE CaRMATIC. 2S9 

tny (^^lafiigettient to the it^puution of Polier^ whole orders diredik^ ^75^* 
him oiUy to diflodge the enemy ftom the choultry, be would have 
been culpible» had he pufhed his Tuccefe farther without a fubfequent 
order } which the Major had no reafi)n to fend, as from thie fituation 
he was in, he could not dilcover die diftrefe of die enemy. On the 
ret r eat of the grenadiers, the French again took pofleflion of the 
watetcouric, and renewed the cannonade, which lafted till the evening, 
when the want of provUions, as well as die excefixve fatigue which 
the Eiiglifli troops had undeigone, d^liged thepi to rq)afs the river, 
and rcfturn to Tritdianopoly ; where diey arrived at lo at hight^ 
having WiUiout k^termil&oa been emfdoyed 20 hours either in 
tnarch er adion. The lois diey fuftained was much left dian mt^t 
have been expeded^ frotn the fire to which they had been expfed $ 
for only diree officers were wounded, and two widi foiir private men 

^ and a few SepofB killed. 

The operations of diis day (hewed that the French troops were 
GomoDianded by an abler officer than any who had yet appeared at 
their head; and little hopes remaining of di£odging the Myfb- 
rams from die pagoda. Major Lawrence gave his whole at-^ 
tention to the means of fupplying the city widi provifions. For 
thk parjpok the army inarched into the plain, and encamped at 
Facquire's Topc^ widiih the intrenchmcnt which Virana the My- 
Qyre genend hid latdly abandoned, where diey lay conveniently for pix>* 
teCling the convoys coming from Tondeman*s country ; proper 
Agents, A^ported by a detachment of troops, tt^ere fent to purchafe 
grain, anid at the fame, time the King of Tat^re was requefled 
to colkdt and f<tod ftqnpldes. But the Myforean Was not wanting to 
counterad thefe meafures ^ he kept an agent both -at Tanjore, and, with 
TondeiDan, who repreleidted, that if Tfltcbatiopoly diould once be 
jirovidfed with a con(klerabk dock of pi^vifions, it was not to be 
doubted but diat the Nabob and tke Sngli^h would imn()cdiktely carry 
th^ arsis a^in into the Carnatic,/ leaving their allies expofed to the 

jufl reientment of the regent^ who would not fail to take the ievereft 
revenge for the fervit^ they had rendered his enemies* This reafoning 
was wdl actetpted to the gfeif^ius of f hoie to whom it was addrefled, for 
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the Indians, never influenced by the principle of gratitude theoiielves, do 
not expedl to meet with it in others ; and accuftomed, after they have 
gained their ends, to pay no regard to the promifes they have made, 
they gave little credit to major Lawrence when he aiTured them that 
he would never remove from Tritchaoopoly, before he had provided 
for the fafety of their countries. Nor did the Myforcan negled 
to employ the refource of money to alienate theie precarious allies : 
in Tondeman's country he bribed the chiefs and officers of fucfa dif* 
trids as lay convenient for furnifhing proviiions ; and at Tanjore 
gained over to his interefl: the prime minifter Succojee, who intirely 
ruled the King his mafler ; however the King not wholly unibUicitous of 
the confequences, if the Englifh fortune (hoold change again, palliated 
his refufal with .ipecious pretexts, and wrote to the prefidency that the 
enemy's detachments had already done miichief to the amount of 
100,000 pounds in bis country, where the harveft was now coming on, 
but that as fbon as it was gathered he would not fail to give them all 
the afiiftance in his power: this pretended mifchief was no more 
than what all oth^r parts of the. country had fufiered from the Morattoes, 
who in their predatory excuriions made no diftindtion between the 
territories of firiends and foes. 

Thus, notwithflanding no pradent meaiure was negleded, the 
fupplies received were fo far fix>m being fufficient to flock the maga- 
zines, that it was with difficulty enough was procured for the pre- 
(ent confumption of the army and garrifon. In this iituation major 
Lawrence was obliged to remain for five weeks, without having an 
opportunity of adting againft the enemy, who determined not 
to expofe diemfelves, until they were reinforced from the fea 
coaft. 

The French troq)^ in this part of the country quitted their en^ 
trenchments on the fame day that die major marched fi-om fort St. 
David, and a detachment of 200 Europeans, with 3^00 Sepc^s, attacked 
the village of Trivadi ; bat captain Chace, the commanding officer^ 
Allying from the fort, repulied diem : fomc days after they renewed 
the attack, and were again repulfed by a detachment of 60 Euro- 
peans> and 300 Sepoys; who elated with their fucce&^ quitted the 

village 
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village, and contrary to their orders marched out into the plaiflj the 1753. 
Morattoes, who were in fight, waiting for fuch an opportuni^ of ^*^"~ 
exerting themfelves, inftantly furrounded the party, and charging with 
great fory, routed them, and cut every man to pieces. This lofs diC- 
abling the garrifon from making any more Tallies, the French took 
poffeffion of the village, credlcd a battery, and cannonaded the fort. 
The troops within were ftill fufficient to have made a good defence t 
but a mutiny arofe, and the lenity of the commanding officer's temper, 
not pernutting him to fee the neccffity of making fevere example* 
in the beginning the men, no longer controulable, got poffeffion of 
the arrack, and mad with liquor, obliged him to capitulate, and 
were made prifoners of war: this misfortune affe&cd captain 
Chace fo fenfibly, that it threw him into a fever, of which he died 
foon after at Pondicherry. At the iame time a detachment of . 
Morattoes, with fome Europeans, appeared before Chillambrum, where 
the Englifli kept a ferjeant with a few artillery-men ; who difcovcring 
that the governor was plotting to deliver them up to the enemy, 
marched away in the night to Devi Cotah. Nor vras the lofs of thefe 
places and thdr dependancies the only detriment whkh die Nabob's affairs 
had fuftained in the Caraatic ; for a number of petty commanders. 
£)ldiers of fortune, fet up their flandards, and pretending to be autho- 
rized by Mr. Dupldx and Mwari-row, levied contributions and com- 
mitted violences in all parts of the country. Even Mortiz-ally hearing 
foon after his return to Velore that the Englifh did not venture to at- 
tack the French intrenchments at Trivadi, and that Tritchanopoly was 
hard prefTcd by the Myforeans, took courage, and entertaining thoughts 
of aflerting the tide which Mr. Dupleix had conferred upon him, 
ordered his troops to commit hoflilities in the ' neighbourhood near 
Arcot. His force confifled of 50 Europeans, with diree pieces of can- 
non, who accompanied him from Pondicherry, and 2000 Sepoys, 
1 500 horfe, and 500 matchkxk Peans, his own troops. They plun- 
dered all the villages laying near the city without meeting any inter- 
ruption } for AbduUwahab Khan, the Nabob's brother, and lieutenant 
in the province, an indolent fcnfual man, diffipated in his pleafures and 
upon his favourites mofl of the monies he collcaed, and gave no 
^^ P p 2 attention 




The War 6f CoKOMAifBi&. BOoklV; 

attention ^ the n>aintaining df a compcteot fccrce to fiip]B9H his authpr^ty ^ 
encouraged by this negligence, Mortiat-^ly thresLtsmsd U) stfjtapk ^a (ity 
of Arcot itfelf, which the prefidency he^uang of, diroAsd th? q^kh 
manding officer of the fort to join the Nabob s troops with a9 ilM»y 
Europeans as couM prudently be fpared from the garrifoo, and t^idf^ 
the enemy in the field. Abdullwahab, alarmed for his own ibcurijtjfn 
with fome diificuhy got together 800 Sepoys, 1000 horfo^ and 500 
Peans, all of them the very worft troops in the provingre ; Aey wer« 
commanded by atiother of the Nabob's brothers NazeabuU?, a mai^ 
nearly of th« fep^e charader as AbduIIwah^h. This foro? joined by 40 
Europeans, 200 Engliih Sepoys, with two field piwea undor the com^ 
mand of enfign Jo^>h Smidi, marched out of the cit^ on the ^ift, of 
April, and when half-way to Velore difcovered the RsKMiidar's wny 
drawn up acroTs the road, their right fheltered by the hilla. It w«a 
with great reluctance that Naezeabujla Khan could be prevaHod ^^poa to 
attack them^ although it was evident they would fall on himi as iqoit 
as h; offered to retreat : eniign Smith began a cannonade* and droire tha 
French feveral times from their guns, but a party of 500 eKceilent 
Sepoys maintained themfdves with much mom nefduticsi behind a 
bank, and in feveral attempts that were made to drive them fircsn i^ 
raoft of the Englifh Sepoys were loft. The enemy's cavaliy &eing 
this, attacked the Europeans, but were repuUed by the grape fliot -, on 
which they pufhed at NazcabuUa's cavalry, who took flight without 
waiting the onfet, and (bon after his Sepoys and Peans went off like-t 
wife, leaving the Europeans, now reduced to 25 men, with abcxit 40 Se^ 
' poy«, furrounded by the enemy. Enfign Smith however kept his 
ground until nig^t, when his me« leaving the field pieces bdiiod^ 
endeavoured, as they could, to get back to the city ; but they we» 
difcovered, and all, excepting three, were intercepted ; foooe were kSM^ 
and the reft, amongft whom was «ifign Smith, were made prifoneis 
and carried to Velore. Fl-ufhed by this fiiccefs, iVfcrtiz-aliy renewed his 
correfpondence with Mr. Dupleix, and undertook to befiege TrinomaJee, 
a ftrong fort fituated about 40 miles fouth of Arcot, in the higfe 
road to Tritchanopoly, and Morari-row moved fi-om Chillambrutu IP 
affift in the ^expedition. But Mr. Dupleix thinking it of more 

importance 
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importanoe to reinforce the army at Seongham, prevailed oa him 
to detach 3000 of hia Morattoea under the command of Inni^ 
Khan, ^md joined to diem 300 Europeans and looo Scfoys. 

As fbon as dieie trcx)p& arrived^ tho enemy^ quitted Seringham, 
and croffing the Caveri, encamped on the plain three miles to the 
Rorth of Facquire's Tope. Their force now confided of 45a 
Europeans^ 1500 well^rtrained Sepoys, 8000 My fore hprib, 3500* 
Morattoes, and two companies of Topafles with looo Sepoys 
in the iervice of the regent; the reft of wfaofe in£intry was^ 
15,000 Feans, armed with matchlocks, fwocds, bows and arrows^. 
pikes, clubs, and rockets; imper&dt weapons worthy the rabble that 
bona them. Major Lawrence had only the 50a Europeans, and the 2000 
Sepoyrs he brought with him from ^e coad ; bub yoo of thefe Sepoys 
were continually employed ia the Potygar s pountry, to eicort the con-^^ 
voys ; his artiU^ were eight eyceUent fix-rpounders y of the NabobV 
horie only xoo encamped with the Englifh^ the reft remaining under 
the walls, and peremptorily refoiing. to march until ihcy were pakl their 
arrears^ 

There are, about a mile to tl:^ fiiaith of Facquire's Tq>e^ ibo^e high^, 

mountains called the five foeks, on the iunuxkit oi which the Major 
always kept a ftrong guard of Sepoys : but he being cMiged to go into* 
die dty for the recovery of his healthy Ae officer who commanded 
during his at^nee negledled to continue diis detachment.. The enemy 
reconnoitring, and finding this poft without defence, detached in the 
night a ftrong party to take pofiefiioo of it ; and early the next morb- 
ing their whole army was difcoveced. in motk)n, aflembling under 
flielter of the five rocks,, wlulft their advanced cannon plunged into* 
the English, camp ;.- whither the Major immediately returned,, but 
found it impoffible to regain die poft :. he however kept his ground 
until night, and then encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer; 
the city, behind a fmaU eminence whk:h ftielteted d^e troopa from the: 
enemy's artillery ; they the next day quitted the camp to tlie north of 
Facquire's Tope, and encamped at the five rocks. Hfere they had it im 
their power intirely to cut ofi^ the fupplies of provifions coming firom the. 
Pblygar's country, and to intercept the detachment of 70a Sepoys fcnti 
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to cfcort dicm : at the fame time the great fuperiority of their num- 
bers, Jind the advantage of the ground they occupied, rendered an at- 
tack upon their camp impradicable : but it was evident that if they were 
not foon diflodged, neither the Englifh army in the field, nor the 
garrifon of the city could fubfift long; to augment the diftreis a 
ftrong fpirit of defertion arofe amongft the foldiery. In thefe cir- 
cumi^ances, even the moft fanguine began to lofe hope, and to ap- 
prehend that the city muft be abandoned in orddr to fave the troops 
fiom perifhing by famine. 

The Major had ilationed a guard of 200 Sepoys, on a fmall rock 
fituated about half a mile fbuth-weft of his camp, and nearly a mile 
north-eaft of the enemy's. Mr. Aftruc foon difcovered the importance 
of this poft, which if he could get poflcffion of, his artillery would 
eafily oblige the Englifh to decamp again, and retire under the walls of 
the city, where, ftill more ftreightened, they would probably.be reduced 
in a very few days to the neceflity of retreating to their iettlemenls. He 
therefore refolved to attack the poft, and marched early in tfie morning, 
on the 26th of June, with his grenadiers and a large body of Sepoys; but 
they meeting with more refiftance than was expedted, he ordered the whole 
army to move and fupport them. The Major, as foon as he found 
the rock attacked, ordered the picquet guard of the camp, confifling of 
40 Europeans, to march and fupport his Sepoys : but afterwards ob* 
ierving the whole of the en)smy*s army in motion, he ordered all his 
troops to get under arms, and leaving 1 00 Europeans to take care of 
the camp, marched with the reft of his force» which, in Europeans 
did not exceed 300 battalion men, with 80 belonging to the artillery; 
and he had with him no more than 5Q0 Sepoys; for the reft 
were . at this time in the city endeavouring to procure rice, of 
which none had been fold in camp fince the enemy appeared 
on the plain. With this fmall force he haftcned, as faft as they 
could march, to reach the rock before the enemy's main body. But 
Mr. Aftruc, with the party already engaged in the attack, perceiving 
his approach, made a vigorous effort, and before the Major had got half 
way, the Sepoys who defended the rock, were all either killed, or 
taken prifoners^ and the French colours immediately hoifted. This 

4 obliged 
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obliged die Major to halt, and confider what was moft advifeable to be 1753. 
done in this critical conjuniShirc, on which the fate of the whole war 
feemed to depend. There was litde time for deliberation: for the 
French battalion were now arrived behind the rock, and their artillery 
from the right and left of it, were firing upon the Englifli troops -, the 
rock itfelf was covered by their Sepoys fupported by their grenadiers.; 
the whole Mylbre army was drawn, up in one great body at the diftance 
of cannon-fhot in the rear ; the Morattoes were, as ufual, flying about 
in fmall detachments, and making charges on the flanks and rear of 
the Englifh battalion in order to intimidate and create confufion. 

In fuch circumftances the officers unanimoufly agreed in opinion 
with their general, that it was fafer to make a gallant pufh, than to 
retreat before fuch numbers of enemies : and the foldier* feeming much 
delighted at this opportunity of having what they called a fair knock 
at the French men on the plain, Major Lawrence took advantage of 
the good diipofition of the whole> and giving due com mendatious to their 
fpirit, ordered the grenadiers to attack the rock with fix ed bayonets^ 
whilfl he himfelf, with the refl of the troops, wheeled round the foot 
of it to engage the French battalion. The foldiers received the orders 
with three huzza's, and the grenadiers fetting out at a great rate, 
though at the fame time keeping their ranks, paid no attention to the 
icattered fire they received from the rock> nor made a halt until they 
got to the top of it j whilft the enemy terrified at their intrepidity, de- 
icended as they were mounting, without daring to ftand the fhock of 
their onfet. Some of the befl Sepoys followed the grenadiers^ and all 
. together began a flrong fire upon the French troops, drawn up within piftol 
ihot below. . In the mean time Mr. Aftruc, perceiving that the right 
flank of his battalion would, if it remained drawn up facing the north, 
be expofed to the Englifh troops, wheeling round the foot of the rock, 
changed his pofition, and drew up facing the wefl^ in order to oppofc 
them / in front. But this movement expofed his right flank to the 
fire of the grenadiers and Sepoys from the rock ; by which his troops 
had already fufiered confiderably, when the Englifh battalion executing 
their evolution with great addrefs, drew up at once diredlly oppdfite to 
the enemy, at the diflance of 20 yards» 

The 




II16 l^rehch Irodpis were fitwk with conftertiattoci u'jxmi ledng 
themielves thus daringly attaacked in the midft of their numefout jtHies, 
by fuch ^ handful of tnen^ and indeed a Artager, taking a view oF 
the two arniies fi-om the tc^ of one of the rocks on the pldn, could 
icarcefy have believed that the ont VeAtttred to di^utd a provkicb widi 
the other. 

Mr. Aftruc e%ert<^ himfelf as a brave and k&ive dUcer, ^ Witii 
^idkolty prevailed oh his ttien to keep their rank« with recovcaed arma, 
until the Englifh gave thdr fire, . which falling in a wdl kvelled diC- 
charge frcAn tht whole battalion, and feoonded by a hot fim from dife 
rock, together with a (fifcharge of grape (hot from the fitft field |>iec^ that 
came up, threw ihcih into irreparable diforder ; they ran away with 
the utmoft precipitation, leaving three pieces of cannon, wirfi feme afl*- 
tnunition carls bdiind them. The Morattoes immediately made 1 
pliant effort hj cover their retreat by flinging them^ves between, and 
fome of the grenadiers, who had ran forward to feize the field picdes, fell 
xmder their fabre^. Animated by this fttccefs, they attacked the 
battalion, pufliing in feveral charges tap to the very bayonets, and en- 
deavouring to cut down the men, who conftantly received i3ieto wftii 
fo much fteadinefs, that they were not able to throw a Single platoon 
into diforder^ at length having fuffered much, and loft feveral df their 
fceft men by the inceffant fire of the line, they defifted from their 
attacks, and retreated to the main body of the Myfbreans: amon^ 
their dead was Ballapah, one of their principal officers, brother in-law 
to Morairi-row, a very gallant toan, much efteemed by the BngKffi, 
who had often feen him exert himfelf with great bravfery when fight- 
ing oh thek fide: he had broke his fword ih cutting dirWn^a grenadier, 
* \vheft another, Who was loadmg his piece, and few his comrade fid!, 
ihot both ball and tatYifod through his body. In rhe ineati thne the 
French never halted uhdl they got rnto the ttkr of the Myfore army, 
when their ofKcefs preva!iled oh them to get intd order again, ahd drew 
them up in a line With their allies, frota whence ih-gy firfed dieir tWcJ re- 
maining field pieces With great vivacity, although the (hat did hiSt readh 
above half way. 

a The 



•Book IV. History of the Carnatic. ^97 

The Major, remained th>ce hours at the foot of the rock, in order to 1753* 
give them an opportunity of renewing the fight; but finding that 
they fliewed no inclination to move towards him, he prepared to re- 
turn to his camp, leaving them to take pofleflion of the rock again 
"at their peril ; for fince the lols of the 200 Sepoys that defended it in 
the beginning of the adion, he did not think it prudent to expofe ano- 
ther detachment to the fame riique, at fuch a diftance from his main 
Ixxly. The three guns with the prifoners were placed in the center, 
and the troops marching in platoons on each fide, the artillery was 
diftributed in the front, rear, and intervals of the column. The rear 
had fcarcely got clear of the rock into the plain, when the whole of the 
enemy's cavalry fct up their fhout, and came furioufly on, flouriftiing their 
fwords as if they were relblved to extermmate at once the handful of men 
that oppofed them. M^oever has f^n a body of ten thoufand horfe ad- 
vancmg on the fiiU gallop all together, will acknowledge with the 
Marefchals Villars and Saxe that their appearance is tremendous, be 
their difciplineor courage what it will 5 and fuch an onfet would doubt- 
lefs have difconcerted untried fbldiers, but the enemy had to deal with 
Vetorans equal to any who have done honour to the Britifh nation ; men 
convinced by repeated experience that a body of well-difciplined in- 
fantry would always prevail againft irregular cavalry, let their numbers 
be ever fo great. In this confidence they halted, and without 
the Icaft emotion, waited for the enemy, who were fufFercd to come fuf- 
fickndy near before the fignal was given to the artillery officers: 
the cannonade then began from eight fix pounders, load^ with 
grape, and was kept up at the rate of eight or ten diot in a minute 
from eadi piece, fo well diredked that every (hot went amongft 
the croud, as was vifibie by the niimbers that dropped : this foon 
flopped their career, and they flood a while like men aftoniflied 
by the fall of thunder ; but finding no intermiflion of the fire, and 
that the battalion and Sepoys referved theirs with recovered arms, they 
went to the right about, and got out of reach as' faft as they had come 
on, leaving the troops to return quiedy to their camp. 

Thus was Tritchanopoly faved by a fuccefs, which afloniffaed even * 
thofe v^o had gained it -, nor was the attempt, however defperate k 
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might feem, juftificd by the fiiccefs alone j for as the city would inevi- 
tably have fallen if the English had remained inactive, Co the loTs of 
it would have been haftened only a few days if they had been de- 
feated ;; and major Lawrence undoubtedly ajfted with as much fagacity 
as fpirit in rifqueing every thing to gain a vidory, on which alone de- 
pended the prefervation of the great objedt of the war* 

The enemy difpirited by their defeat^ began to difagree amongft them* 
(elves 5 the Myfbreans^ and French, reciprocally imputing their ill fuc* 
cefs to one another^ and the Morattoes with great reaibn to both^ 
their parties appeared lefs frequently on the plain in the day» and none 
ventured to patrole in the night : the Englifli Sepoys in Tondeman's 
country availing themfelves of this interval, quitted the woods^ and 
joined the camp in the night, with a convoy of provifions which fiir* 
nifhed a flock for fifty days. This neceflary objed being provided fbr» the 
Major determined to avoid coniing again to a general engagement, be* 
fore he was joined by fbme troops, which the arrival of the fhips from 
Europe enabled the prefidency to fend into the field : they were ac^ 
dered to march through the Tanjore country ; and as a body of cavaky 
was ftill more necefTary to enable the army to a£t with vigour againft 
,an enemy which had fuch numbers^ he refblved to proceed without 
delay to Tanjore, in hopes that whilft he was waiting for the rein- 
forcement, the appearance of the army and the reputation of their late 
fuccefs might determine the king to declare openly, and furniih the affifl* 
ance of horfe, of which the Englifh flood fb much in need. The pre- 
fence of the Nabob> being thought necefTary to facilitate the negocia- 
tion, he prepared to march with the army '^ but on the evening that 
he intended to quit the city, his difcontented troops afTembled in the 
cuter court of the palace^ and clamouring declared that they would 
not fufFer him to move, before he had paid their arrears ;. in vain were 
arguments to convince this rabble, more infblent becaufe they had 
never rendered any efTential fervice> that his going to Tanjore was the 
only meafufe from which they could hope for a chance of receiving 
their pay: they remained inflexible, and threatened violence; upon 
which captain Dalton fent a mefTenger to the camp, from whence the 
grenadier company immediately marched into the city, where they 
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were joined by 100 of the garrifbn, and all together forcing their way 1,753 
into the palace, they got the Nabob into his palankeen, and efcorted 
him to the camp furrounded by 200 Europeans with fixed bayonets ; 
the malecontents not daring to offer him any outrage as he was pafling,. 
nor on the other hand was any injury offered to them: for not with- 
ilanding fuch proceedings in mc*e civilized nations rarely happen; 
and are jufUy efleimed mutiny and treaibnj yet in Indoftan they 
are common accidents, and arife from fuch caufes as render it dif-> 
ficult to afcertain whether the prince or his army is moft in fault. The 
Nabob had certainly no money to pay his troops j fo far from it 
that the Englifh had now for two years fumiflied all the expence 
of their own troops in the field : but it is a maxim with every prince 
in India, let his wealth be never fb great, to keep his aimy in^ long 
arrears, for fear they fhould defert. This apprehenfion is perhaps not 
unjufUy entertained of hirelings coUefted from every part of a defpo- 
tick empire, and irifenfible of notiohs^ of attachment to the prince or 
caufe they ferve : but from hence the fbldiery accuftomed to excufes 
when dictated by no neceflity, give no credit to thofe which are made 
to them, when there is a real impoiSibility of fatisfying their demands -, 
and a weaknefs common to n^fl of the princes of Indoflan, colours not 
a little to increafe this miflrufl in all who ferve them ; for the vain notions 
in which they have been educated inlpire them with fuch a love of out- 
ward fhew, and the enervating climate in which they are born renders 
them fb incapable of refifling the impulfes of fancy, that nothing is 
more common than to fee them pufchafing a jewel or ornament of 
great price, at the very time that they are in the greatefl diftrefs for 
money to anfwer the neceffities of the government. Hence, infleaJ 
of being fliocked at the clamours of their fbldiery, they are accuftomed 
to live in expedlation of them, and it is a maxim in their conda<fl to 
hear them with patience, unlefs the croud proceed to violence y but in 
order to prevent this they take care to attach to their interefts' fomq prin^ 
cipal officers with fuch a number of the befl troops as may fervfe 
on emergency to check the tumult, which is rarely headed by a man 
of diftindtion. But when his affairs become defperate by tlie fuccefe 
of a fuperior cnen?y, the prince atones feverely for his evafions, by a to- 

qLq « tai 




T«B WaH f>€ COXOMAN^EL. Book 1 V« 

tal dcledioA of his arm}s or by iufiefii^ fuch outragos «s the Nabob 
Mahomed*aIly would 4a all probabilfty have beea txpo&d to^ had be 
not been peicoed in the manner we hav« d^bribed. 

A€ Toon as the Nabob arrived in tfa« camp) ^nc^or JLftvvMnce begtti 
Ibk march^ and in order to uvoid the enemy's cavaliy ftruok into the 
thick woods, which ildrt the plain of Tritchancpoty -to the Ibuth : ike 
jipproach of the army ieemed to determine the lai^g of Tai^rq to 
furnifli the ailiftanoe they were coming to demand^ ^and not to pufe him 
any unneoeilkry umbrage by proceeding abrupdy to hk capital, die 
Major refolved to halt for ibme time at a dlftance, and ^encaioped at *0>- 
^andercoile> a town in the woods half-way between IVilchafiopoly and 
Tanjore -, where> at the expiration of ten ^ays he received advice ffom Mr*. 
Palk, who had been deputed to the king, that he had prevailed upon 
liim to declare openly, and diat orders ware gifven to 2Vlonack-jee the 
general to aflemble the Tanjorin^ tioqps. On whidi the Englifli artny 
proceeded to Tanjore, where it was determined ^to remain until they 
were joined by the reinforcement expeded from fort St. David. 

Of all the Nabob's cavalry, no more dian fifty accompanied him, 
the reft remained encamped under the walls of Trifichanqpoly, and a 
few days after the departure of the English army went in a body, and 
informed captain Dalton that they intended to go over to the enemy, 
with whom they had made their terms, defiring at the fame time that 
he would not fire upon them as they were marchiiig off. This, as 
he was very glad to get rid of fuch a dangerous inoumbFaoce, he readily 
-promifed, and they went away unmc4e(i»d at noon«d!»y. 

The enemy, having now no other immediAte objedl, gave ihck 
whole attention to blockade the city, which they were in a condition 
to eiieft without much difficulty ^ lor their fuperjority in Europeans 
deterred the garrifon from venturing without the walls to interrupt dieir 
night patroles, as was their cuflom when they had only the Myibreans 
and Morattoes to encounter. However captain Dahon took the precaution 
of undermining in a dark night the pods of Warriore and Weycon- 
dah, to the weft of the city ; the defences of 'Warriore v^re rained, 
but the explofion failed at Weyoondah. 

The 
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The ittt fispplies of provilioiu being entirely r^enred for the u& of 1753 
the garriibn, the inliabitaiits were left to provide for thtmCdve^y and 
rice wu laow £Jd in the market for half a crown the ineafure^ about 
an Engliiii qatrt, which was fifteen times dearer than the common 
price 9 and fire-wood was ibarcely to he procttred at any rate. This 
icardty foon obliged them to quit thek habitations, and in lefs thfan a^ 
month this ;^aciou6 city, Which iiad fonnerly contained 400,000 perfom. 
Was left alrooft defolate ; for <fce military people wfeo remained in k> 
ioldiers and artffioers of aU denominations, did not exceed 2000 men^ 
Of thefe the Nabob's Peans as bring capable of no other fervice than to give 
an alflR-m, were pofted between the outward and inward waM ; their 
Bnmfoer was aboat 1 000 : the (epoye, 600, were ftationed round the 
rsmparts, and the Europeans, about 200, were appointed, fome to 
guard the gates, wbilft the reft lay on their arms every night, in 
facadinel& to 4»arck to any quarter where 4!ie eJlarm mi^ be given. 

Vigilance fupplied as much as poflible the defe6i c( numbers ; ne-* 
verthdefi it Y^as vifible that the city, thus flenderly garriibned, would 
ran great rifque if the enemy attempfed a vigorous ailauk by night t 
tior were they entirely without fudi intentions; for the French pre- 
pared (baling ladders, and often fent parties to (bund the depth of ^ 
ditch; but thefe v?ere always difcowred and beat df before Aey could 
accomplish tlieir dcfign. In the mean time, Mr. Oupleix, •ftrenuotrfly 
importuned Mr. Brenier who had dicceeded Mr. Aftruc in the com-^ 
xnand, to attenopt an e(calade at all events, and ftigge^d to l^m & 
nSiethod of getting the information he wanted hy fmdsDg one Do 
Cattans an intdligent officer, as a deferfier, into the town: the:man 
was promifed the command of a company, and 'thirty thou(and rupees i^ 
for which he not only undertook to find out d>e proper (pot where they 
fhould place their jE:aling ladders, but al(b to maintain a corre(pondence 
with the Frcndi prifbncrs, who were' to break loofe, and feize the anns df 
the gisurd, and attack the quarters of the Englifh whilft the afTault 
was made on the walls. He. was admitted into the city, and faidthat 
he came to offer bis ferrice to the Englifh, being difgu(ted by an un- 
joft ceniure which had been caft ©n his conduift in the late battler 
iat the golden rock : an over-ftrained ^Sk&ttaon of iranknefs in his 

behaviour 



302 The War op Coromandel. Book IV. 

753. behaviour gave captain Daltonibme fufpicions, and two ipies were 
"^^"^ fct to watch his actions, who at different times diicovered him mea- 
furing the calibre of the guns, taking a furvey of the works, aftd 
fathoming the height of die wall widi a lead and line» after which 
he threw notes through the windows to the French priibners. There 
was in the garrifbn a French ibldier whoie fidelity to the Englifii 
might be depended on ; this man engaged to dete<A his countiyman 
flill more effefkually, and fuffered himfelf to be chaftized in his fight 
by captain Dalton for ibme pretended negled ; after which he afifedted 
fuch a reientment for this treatment, that De Cattans gave him his entire 
confidence, offering him a great reward if he would aflifl in the 
execution of his plan. The fpldier faid he was not made for grett en- 
terprizes, but offered to defert the firft night he fhould be on guard at 
the barrier, and to carry a letter, provided De Cattans would afTure 
him of a pardon for having defcrted fi'om the French. This the othec 
readily agreed to, and* gave him a pardon in form figned with his 
name, to which he added the title *^<of plenipotentiary of the mar- 
quis Dupleix." At the faiQe time he delivered to him a letter for 
Mr. Breiiier vvhich contained a full and exaft defcriptionof the defences of 
the place, and fome commendations, on his own addreis in. deceiving the 
Englifli commandant, wh6m he defcribed as a very young man, that 
placed more confidence in him than in any of. his own officers. The 
foldier carried the letter to captain Dalton, who immediately caufed 
De Cattans to be arrefled; at firfl he denied die fad, but on feeing his 
own writing, dcfired that he might not fuffer the difgracc of being 
hanged, but have the honour of being (hot by a file of mufketcer^ 
He was told that his fate could not be decided before major Law- 
rence arrived; captain Dalton, however, defirous of drawing the enemy 
into a fnare by the fame means which they had employed againft 
himfelf, promifed the criminal to intercede for his pardon provided 
he would write a letter to Mr. Brenier, and prevail upon him to at- 
tempt an efcaladeatfucha part as he, captain Dalton, fhould dic- 
tate; this De Cattans readily agreed to; the place fixed upon was 
Dalton s battery, 'on the weft-fide, not far from the northern angle, as 
being more acceflible dian any odier fi-om widiout; but the defences 
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and retrenchments within were (Irongcr than anywhere elfc. A black 17 $3* 
fellow undertook to carry the letter for eight rupees, and Mr. Brenier/ 
giving him twenty fent him back with a letter to De Cattans, promifing 
to put his plan into execution, and defiring him to write frequently. In 
vain did the garrifon watch feveral nights fucceffively, hoping that the 
enemy would make the aflault j but the various reports which they receiv- 
ed of major Lawrence's arrival, kept them in fuch a continual buftle 
and alarm, that they could not fpare a night for the execution of this 
cnterprize, notwithftanding they appeared convinced of its prafticability. 
The Myforeans finding that the explofion made at Weycondah, had 
done little . damage, took pofleflion of this poft, and mounting two 
fmall pieces of cannon on the rampart, encamped 300 horie and fbme 
Peans under the walls; ahd as the garrifon of Tritchanopoly had 
not lately ventured into the field, ^ thofe troops ilept in perfect fecurity 
without a fingle centinel. Captain Dalton receiving intelligence of 
their negligence, refolved to beat up their quarters^ and chufing a 
time when it was very dark, a party of 400 men, moftly Sepoys^ 
marched up clofe to the tents, and made a general diicharge amongfl 
them before they were once challenged. The Sepoys got Ibmc 
Jiorfes and arms, and the whole party retreated out of reach before 

the enemy were fufficiently rouzed to do more than fire a few fliot 
at random. 

At length, after remaining a month clofely blockaded, and obliged 
to be continually on their guard, the garrifon received advice that the 
Major was approaching: he was joined by the Tanjorine army, 
confiding of 3000 horfe, and 2000 matchlocks, under the command 
of Monack-jee, as alfo by the expedted reinforcement from fort St» 
David, of 170 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. On the 7th of Au- 
guft, the army arrived at Dalaway's choultry, fituated clofe to the 
fouthern bank of the^ Caveri, fix miles eaft of Tritchanopoly, where 
they were detained the next day by the falling of a heavy rain> which 
rendered the country between the choultry and city impafl^able. This 
obliged them to ftrike to the fouth-weft, and the 9th in the morning 
they continued their march, efcorting a convoy of feveral thouland 
bullocks provided by the Nabob, and faid to be laden with provifidns 1 
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fignals from the top of the rock in Tritchanopoly, not only apprized 
them that the enemy were in motion, but likewife pointed out the 
difpofitions they were making. Their cavalry in different parties 
extended from the French rocb to the golden rock: at the fugar 
loaf rock, as being the place where major Lawrence would firft come 
within their reach, ' they kept their main body of Europeans and 
Sepoys, together with their jirtillery; and a detachment took pof- 
fcffion of the goWen rock. The major, when arrived about a mile 
fouth-eaft of the fugar loaf, halted, and having confidered the enemy's 
difpofition, formed his line and ordered his march in confequence of it. 
To prefervc the baggage and provifions from the enemy's fire, he deter- 
mioed not to attempt a pafiage through the pofts they occupied ; but 
to inaich round the golden rock, whilft the convoy with the Nabob 
aiid his retinae eicorted by the Tanjorine troops, moved on at fome 
diflance on the left ilank <^ the Europeans and Sepoys. It was ne- 
ceflary at all e\^nts to drive the enemy from the golden rock, fince 
jdieir firt from henee might greatly incommode die line of miarch ; 
but as a fufpicion of th« Major^s intentions to pafs that way, would 
naturally induce them to reinforce this poft, he relblved to divert their 
attention, by haUing, and ferming as if he intended to march diredtly 
imd attack their main body at the fugar loaf rock. This ftratagem had 
the defired effedl : monfieur Brenier, not an acute officer, recalled die 
greateft part of his detachment fi-om the golden rock, and with much 
budlegothis troops in o^der to receive the Major: who in the mean 
time detached the grenadiers and 800 Sepoys from the front of the line, 
ordering them io defile behind the convoy which ftill proceeded on, 
and to march' with all poffible expedition and attack the golden rock. 
Mr. Brenier did not perceive this motion before it was too late to prevent 
the eSkOt of it J he however inftandy fcnt forward 1 000 horfe at full 
gallop to intercept the Englifli party, and at the fame time detached 
300 Ejaropcans to reinforce the guard at the rock. The cavalry fbon 
came up with the Bngliih party, and endeavoured to retard their march 
by caracolfihg and galloping about as if they intended to charge; but 
the grenadiers did ndt fiiflfer thehilclves to be amufed by thefe motbns, 
and fiicd hody upon them without flackening their pace, nor made a 

4 halt 
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halt until they had mounted the rock, drove the enemy down, and plant* 1753. 
td their colours on the top, whidi they accbnipliihed before the enemy's 
party of iniantry, marching from the fugar loaf rock, had got half way ; 
who fccbg the poft they were fcnt to reinforce loft, had not the heart 
to make a pu(h to recover it ; but halted, and taking Ih'elter behind a 
bank^ began to cannonade the grenadiers and Sepoys at ^ golden rock 
with four field pieces. By this time Mr. Brenier with the reft of the 
French troops, had proceeded a little way from the fugar loaf rock, to 
fupport his advanced party ; but feeing them halt, he halted 1 jkewiii{. 
So that the main body of the Englifti troops continued their march» and 
fecured the poffeffion of the golden rock widiotit interruption : The 
Tanjorines ibbn after came up wi& the baggage, and were ordered to re^ 
main with it in the rea^. -The Englifti artillery were now warmly em^ 
ployed againft'the cannon of the enemy's advanced party, of whom 
none b&t the artillery men were cxpofed, for the itft kept clofe behind 
the banki I'he'Englifli battalion was drawn up in the open plain vnth- 
out ftielter, and in this fituation fuffered confiderably, whilft their artil- 
lery did little mifchief to the enemy ; however the fhot that flew over 
the bank went amongft a large body of horfe who were drawn up in the 
. rear of the advanced party, and flung them into confuiion ; which cap- 
tain Dalton obferving, he fallied from the city with two field pieces^ 
and the cavalry finding themfelves between two fires, hurried out of reach, 
foine to the eaft, and others to the weft. In the mean time feveral of 
ithe Englifti battalion were ftrack down, and major Lawrence obferving 
that the enemy's main body made no motion to join* the advanced 
party, determined to make a pufti, and diive thefe troops from the advan<- 
tageous ground of which they had taken pofleflion. The grenadiers, 
with 200 more Europeans, and 300 Sepoys, were ordered to march and 
attack them, whilft major Lawrence remained at the golden rock with the 
' reft ready to fupport them if repulfed, or if fuccefsful, to join and pur fue 
the advantage by driving the beaten party on the enemy's main body.. The 
fuccefe of this attempt depending in a great meafure on making the attack 
before the enemy's main body could move up to the fuccour of jfhcir party, 
the Englifti for more expedition marched without any field piecc§; 
but the artillery was notwithftanding not idle, for they fired continually 
' ' R r '' from 



7^3* fiom ilie mom body^ ta deter the «iaxiy^ cavaUy froi|) «l^^r^^kw^g the 

flanks of die party as they marched^. The officer appointed to lead the 

.attack^ inllead of fl^o^¥ing las orders, which dire<Sed him to i^ome t^ 

the pufii of bayonet without hefitation, fent word that he coq14 Mt 

^execiitethem without artilleiy^ and that he was .haked| waiting forit* 

-.Upop^. this jnajor Lawrence inftantly quitted the xnain body^; «o4 

^k)pi^ up,, put himlelf at ^ head of die par^« and led th^ni 6ii» 

^The troops, animated by his example, marched on with great %irit^ keejh 

jng their order, notwithftanding they were galled by a very AtmH ^te 

;£'om the enemy's artillery, which flruck down fevetal in^iH and amon^ 

them captain Kirk, at the l^od of the gpwadiers. ; lliefe b]?ate fidlowi,. 

whom nothing during the war had ever fl»ggei?ed^ could oot lee fhe death 

of the officer they loved without emotion^ CaptaM^ Kilpattick fenng 

them ata fland^ immediately put himielf at their hea(^ tmd defiled diem> 

if they loved their captain as much as he vahjbBd his foenfiU U^ foUow 

him, and revenge hifr death:, roufed in an ipftamt b^ dqBipMted^Sh 

hoctation and example, diey ^ofe in their manner^ that 0iey would 

Jollow him to helL In this temper they puihed on^ and in ^er Ctx 

^prevent the enemy from retreating to their main body» imarohed to gdn 

their right flank: the enemy had not the courage po ftand die ihoGk>r 

but quitted the bank in great precipitadoo^ and leaving thfee field pieces 

hehind tbem^ ran away towards Weycondah, eac;po&d gseU pact of ihfi 

^way to the fire of the twa field pieces which cs^takr DakpR had brop^t 

out of the city^ every fhot of which, for ^ ieveral diicharg^s^ t0^ off two 

qr three men* The enemy's main body now, when too kte> begln^ 

to move to the ailiftance of their party, but feeing fhent iiiietnentbly 

defeated, and perceiving at the iame time the main body of the Englidr 

advancing from the golden rock, they loft courage, and without waidog 

to give or receive a fire„ ran off in great confufion towards th^ five cockf,. 

expofed to a fevere cannonade from the rear diviiion of the Englifh 

artillery which had been left at the golden rock with the baggage s 

the Tanjorine h'orfe remained fpedtators of their fl^ht without taking 

' advantage of it, by falling on them fword in hand, which if they had 

' done, few would have efcaped j fo that the lofs which they faftain- 

ed in Europeans did not exceed loo men killed and wounded: of 

- ths 
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die Bnglldi baemlion about 40 men were dther k^ed er eii£i(>Ied, 
«nd Oft both fides, ^kiefpaUy by cannon fhot. 
' Monack-jee endeavoured to excufe his neglefl: by allcdging that the ^cA^ 
Uekude of the Nabob and his comnuiTanes for the fafety of the conroy^ 
tnade him imwDling to leave it expofed to the enemy's cavaliy whith 
' hovered round in large bodies: but this was no good Teafbn> for majo^ 
Lawrence immediately on- the enemy^s retreat fent him orders to puriiie, 
tbd the battalion were marching back to fecure the convoy. As feoii 
as the enemy wwe out' of fight, die army vwth the convoy proceeded to 
Ac* city, where on taking an account of the provifibns before they werft 
lodged in the magazines, it was found that the quantity did not exceed 
300 bullock loads, arid this not a little damaged*: which, in weight not 
bttng more than 30,000 pounds, was fcarcely fofficient to fupply the 
Europeaais and Sepoys 10 days. It would be difficult to find an example 
of ib'gK:at a negligence. In fb efiehtial a fcrvice, which hadcoft fo much 
pains and rifque, ejccepting in the irregular and indolent adminiftration of 
a'Mooriih government in Indoftan ; and indeed the finglifh thcmfelvcs werb 
much to blame for trufting this important charge entirely to theconduft 
cff the Nabob and his officers, who had loaded the reft pf the bullocks, 
for there were near 4000, with their own baggage and a heap of trum^- 
pcry not worth the carriage. 

The enemy /enaovcd their tents and baggage as footi as it was dark 
fixwn the fugjtf loaf rock to Weycondah, where tfcey encamped all to^ 
gether in fo ftroag a fitaatiofi, protedcd by the fire of that poft, that 
they could not be attacked with any profpcdk of fuccefs. The Myforeans 
tiad always drawn their provifions frofli their own country ; and as there 
was little probability of procuring pfcnty to the city whilft the enemy ro- 
mained on the plain, Ae .Major, as foon as the troops were a little re- 
frefhed, marched out, and taking a circuit em^mped at the five rocks, 
intending to intercept their convoys coining from the eaft ward, and thi>s 
retaliate the didrefles whiph they had fo often brought upon his army. At 
^he &me 6me Monack^jee, in order to iec^ure the communication with 
Tanjore, undertook to reduce EKmiferum, where the enemy had left a 
-garrifon of too S^)oys and a few Europeaas, who Submitted to him after 
*a liide refiftfl«ic(« 
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Major Lav(rr<Dc0 oqw ordered Pe Cattans to 'be hanged in fight of UiQ 
Enemy*s advanced guards : he died with great refolution, bu{ fliewed 
intich* Goncenr diat he had endeavoured to betray captain Dakon, veho 
had received him vnth {o much hofpitality and kindnefs. ' As the Engliih 
^ad condeicended to employ this delinquent againft his own country* 
men, after he was deleted, his life ought to have been ipared 

The Enemy ftill remaining at Weycondah, major Lawrence made a 
motion towards diem on the 23d^ upon which they decamped in a hurry^ 
^nd leaving part of their baggage, with a gun and fome ammunitioa 
behind) made a diiprderly retreat to Mootachellinooc, aifarpngpoftonthe 
bank of theCaveri, which iecured thdr communication with Sedngham : 
the next day major Lawrence took pofleffion of the ground they had 
abandoned with an intention to fend forward ibme artillery near, enough 
to cannonade them i but this defign was unexpe&edly fruftrated, for the 
next day a reinforcement, equal to the whole of the Engli(h force, appeare4 
on the bank of the Coleroon. It coniiflsd of ^3000 Morattoes, a great 
number of Peans, and ibme Topafles under die command of Morari* 
row, together with 400 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with fix guns. 

Moft of thefe Europeans arrived in idie end of June from the iiiand 
of Mauritius, where they had been diiciplined ; and Mr. Dupleix com^ 
mitted a great error in not fending them immediately, together with 
Mor»ri-row'9 trobps, to Tritchanopoly, more eipecially as the fignal 
.defeat of the French and Myforeans at the golden rock niight have 
cotiviixted him that they would hardly be able to prevent the Ea- 
glifli, when reinforced by the troops of Tanjore, from making their way 
good to the city with the convoy: but his vanity on this occafion con* 
founded his good fenfe j for treating the battle of the golden rock as a 
trifling ikirmiO), and attributing the ill fucceis of it to fome pretended 
accidents common to the fortune of war, he feemed to difdain fending 
any farther afiiftance to an army which he confidently aflerted could 
not fail to overpower their enemies in a very few days^ he therefece 
detained this force to^ make conquefls in the Camatic ; but the wilful 
dilpofition of Moraii-row fruflrated in a great meafiire this defign : for 
regarding no injun^ftions excepting tboie qf the Myforean, who was afraid 

to give him pofitive orders, the Morattoe traveried the.^ovince acccfrd* 
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log to his own inclinatipn» without kecpiiig his force united, or idling 
m Concert with the mx>ps of Pondicbeny. Hov^ever Mr« Dupleix 
purfiiing his plan, as wdl as he. was able, detached imrnediately after the 
f^pture of ChiUambruin a large body of Sepoys, accpmpanied by fome 
^lorattoes, to attack the pagoda of Verdachellum } this force was led 
by one HaiTan Ally, who had. long been commander in chief of the 
French Sepoys, and had diftinguifhed himfelf (^ much in this empby* 
ment that the French king had honouFed bun with a gold medal in 
token of his iervioes; this man. was takep at Seringham with Mr. Law>. 
and the EngliCh knowing his capaci^ kept hini a clofe prifoner at fort St» 
DavidjfcomVhence, however, he had lately contrived to efcape, being car- 
ried through the guards in a baiket which they imagined to contain lumber.. 
The ganifon of Verdachellum confifted only of 50 Sepoys commanded by^ 
a ferjeant, who furreodered after a flight refiftance > ; from, hence HafTaA 
Ally^ joined by 50 Europeans^ prpceeded laTrinomalee,. where they found 
Morari-^row with the greal^ part oi his forc^ aflifting, according to his 
promife, the troops of Velore^ who were laying clofe fiege to the place. 
The army of the beikgers now amounted-to 6000 cavalry^ 5000 Se- 
poys, and 100 Europeans, including .the 50 which Mprtiz-ally kept in. 
his own pay. Thegarrifon^ 1500 men, coounanded by . Barkatoola, a 
faithful fervant to the Nabob, and .a gallant officer, defended themfelves 
with much bravery^ . making frequent fallies^. and in one they fur- 
prized and beat up the quarters of the Morattoes,. kiUing many of their 
horfes ; this lofs, the mod: fenfible that Ahc jVlprattoes can feel, deter- 
mined Morari-row to Ipok out for eaiier conquefls ^ and leaving the 
Phonfdar's troops to continue the iiege as they could, he marched away. 
With an intention to lay fiege to Palam Cotah, a fort in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chillambrum. Here he was joined by a party of 350 Ew- 
fopeans, who endeavoured (o prevail 00 him to march with them and 
attack the Engli/h fettlement of Devi Cotah, but Morari-row, apprehen^ 
five of the bfs he might /ufFer in this attempt, refufed to accompany 
them. On this difference they feparated, the French marching towards, 
the woods of Warior-pollam, in hopes of levying contributioa from the. 
Polyg^r 5 ^nd the Morattpe to Trinomalee. Here, a few days after hii 
^rivalj he received letters from the regent informing him of his dif- 
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trftfe firtde tiis eohwys frciii Mytbrc began to be mteroepted, aod 
dcfiring him in Ac rtoft jpreffing term^ tb move itntaedktely to Striftgham 
v^th hid whole fbite; And Mr. Z>upldx ^vifing bim at the ikme tittt* 
that he intended' to fend kll the Europeans he could l^ing into the fields 
^t Mdrattoci calling in all his ftragglers, hurried back It) GhiHambmm> 
T^ich was appoifited tile place of general rendestvow 5 from hence thd 
whole reihforcwnent proceeded by very expeditious mwcha to Tritcfaa^ 
iwpoly, in fight of Which they arrived on the .24th of Augttft. 
^ Their appearance at fi> critical a cdnjuni^epe did not fail to raife thft 
enemy*s fpirits, who teftified their joy by firing MtM» and eiLh&itiflg 
fireworks for three days fuccefliVely, at the fame time making the ncocC^ 
fary preparations for coming to the plains again ^ whilft die £iigiii9i and 
Acir aHies faw themfelws under the neoeifity of taking tibcir meih 
fares to a£t ag^n oti the defenfive, Under Uie fame d^dvadtt^s ta 
i^rhlch thcT - had been conftandy fubjca, ^xcffJtiog in tfete (heat interim 
lince the laft defeat of die enemy : but (wn in thki inteivai diey hadi 
not been able to get more provifions thai* firfBced for the daily coufiimp^ 
tibn ; for as their force Was not* fufficient to ipdre oonfiderable tjkxats at a 
^iiftknce for the time neceilkry to colleft lai^e fup|>lies, what they re4 
ij^ived came daily in fmaU ^^ahlities,- about ioo bullock loads at ik 
drte, which indeied had lately joined the camp without much ^fficul^. But 
it was Evident that the enemy's detachniertts would now fcour the plaitf 
again as ufual; the Majc^ therefore/ to diminifh d)e lific bf his convoys 
coming from theeaftward, quitted the neighbourhood of Vre3^oiKkk as 
loon as their reinforcement appeared/ and encamped on ^e iaoM 
ground which he had formerly occupied a little to the north of the Fac- 
^^uire's Tope. The enemy three days after quilted Mootach^no6r^ and 
encamped at the five rocks, where ihdr army covered a groat extent 9^ 
ground, for they had likewife been reinforced from Myfore. From the 
great fupcriority of their numbers, the Major expedted that they would 
attack him in his camp, and ordered his men to deep on their arms ^ 
but they contented themfelves with foBowing, their former plan 
of intercepting the convoys. And the veiy next day, the '28th, near 
5000 horfe, Morattoes and Myforeans, attacked in efcort of 100 Buro^ 
peans with great vigour j but the men, atcuftomed to ^fech encounters/ 

prifervcd 
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preienred dieta&lvcs aQ4 the cdovoy b^ not parting with their fire^ at^. 
(hough, the coemy rode up iever«il times tp the very bayonets. 
, The 4>rdideQcy of Madrafs hearing of the reinforcement which Mr. 
jpupleix had fent to Seringhaoir deternained to ftrengthen their own 
sunxkj with all the men diat could be ipared £br the fields and fent 
thfim in one o£ die con^any'^ (hips to Devi Cotah ; and the M^, 
«n order to facilitate the jun^n of thefe troops, as well as to pro- 
t&SX his conv0ys» deteroMned to encamp farther to the eaftward ; and 
pending off his b^age in die ni^gbt, marched at day break the firft 
of September over the plain in full view of the enemy, and pitdied 
!!his camp at a little diilance to the fouth^eaft of the French rock. This 
rground was weU cho&o^ for the right flank was protected by ibme 
pieces of arxilkry mounted on the rock^ which were flanked by the 
cannon of the city. The front of the camp was for the mod part ib* 
xuDod b^ a fDora&, and the rear by fwamps and rice fields. The 
Taajorines were exceedingly delighted with the fecurity in which 
they here found ^mielves> for they had before began to droop with 
^apprehenfions of having their quarters beat up by the Morattoes; and 
Monack-jee exerting all his influence amongft his countrymen, prevailed 
on the merchants who dealt in rioe> to bring frequent fupplies of grain, 
although in fmall quantities. The enemy's fcouts gave them fuch good 
Intelligence of the approach of the convoys that few efcaped unat- 
tacked^ but being conftantly . fuppoirted by detachments of Europeans, 
they made their way good to the camp ; not indeed without fonle lofs^ 
fince it was impoflible in the tumult to prevent the bullocks and cooleys 
from flinging down their loads and taking flight. However what arrived 
was fufficient for the daily wants, but fo little more, that if two or three 
convoys had been cut off, the army would have been obliged to have ha4 
tecoaxk to the fmall ftock which was laid up in the city. The enemy, a;^ 
if determined to jeduoe them to this diftrefs, moved from the fivp 
xocks, and encamped ^ the jGbtgar loaf, extem£ng from hence to th& 
^Iden rock. Here Ae rejgent and Morari-row having intelligence of 
jiic rcinforccment of which the Englifh were in expetflation, preflingly 
in treated the French Jto attack their camp before thofc troops arrived5. 
but Mr. AUruc declined the attempt, and contented himfelf widi wait- 
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!ng for leis hazardous opportunities of diminifliing their force : at lengtH 
the Engliih reinforcement arrived on the 1 9th of September, at Keltt 
Cotah, a fort 1 5 miles eaft of the city : and never perhaps had tveo 
armies remained 1 8 days in fb extraordinary a fituation, both encamped 
on the open plain without a bufh on it, at abput two miles diftance 
from each other, fo that with their glafles, they could fee one another 
fitting at dinner in their tents ; and a cannon (hot from the advanced 
poils might eafily reach the oppofite camp: but as the fWamps in iht 
rear of both the camps did not permit either to move farther back, both 
refrained from commencing a cannonade; the Englifh defired nothing 
more than to keep their battalion unimpaired until the arrival of their 
rebforcement, but fof this very reafon the French ought to have taken all 
opportunities of diminiftiing their number. Major Lawrence now appre- 
hending nothing fo much, as that the enemy might fend a large detach- 
ment to intercept his reinforcement, determined if poflible t6 divert 
their attention by cannonading their camp; and the day in which 
the troops were ordered to march from Kelli Cotah, an eighteen pounder, 
fent from the city, was hiounted about half a mile fouth-wcft of the 
French rock, on the bank of the water-courfe that interfeds ' the 
plain, and early in the morning the i6th of September, it began to 
fire fmartly ; every (hot was feen to ftrike amongft the tents of the 
French battalion, who after having bore the jnfult patiently for two 
hours, detached their three companies of grenadiers with a large 
body of their iallies, horie and foot, to attack the party pofted with 
the eighteen pound?r; upon which motion the Major immediately 
threw a reinforcement into the watcrcourfe of 250 Europeans, 800 
Sepoys, and three field pieces under the command of captain Charles 
Campbell, who defended it fo well that the enemy were obliged 
to defift from their attempt, and retreat to their camp, not without ai 
confiderable I0&; for they had bore for fbme time a fmart cannonade 
from five pieces of cannon upon the fbuth-wefl cavalier of the city, as 
well as from the artillery at the watercourfe. This repulfe, fcconded by 
a continuance of the fire from the 1 8 pounder, either deterred or divert** 
ed them during the reft of the day from giving attention to the rein- 
forcement, who having continued their march without moleflation, join- 
ed 
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cd the camp in the evening. The whole confifted of 23 7 Europeans, 1753 
with the captains Ridge and Calliaud, lately arrived from Europe, and 
300 Sepoys. The junftion of thefe troops infpired the army with as 
much joy as the doubtful expedation of their arrival h^d caufed anxiety 
and folicitude ; and to retaliate on the enemy the fame marks of ex- 
ultation which they had lately employed on a like pccafion, the. 
tydings were announced to them by a difcharge of all the artillery . in 
rije camp and city. ... 

There being now no more reinforcements to exped, and the vicinity 
cf the enemy having greatly augmented the difficulties of getting pro- 
viiions and fuel, major Lawrence, as (bbn as the troops juft arrived 
were refrefhed, determined to bring on a general batde, which if the 
onemy declined he refblved to attack them in their camp. 
• The tents and baggage were fent at night to remain under cover of 
the artillery of the city ; from whence at the fame time 100 Europeans, 
all who could be fpared from the garrifon, marched out and joined the 
army. Every thing being prepared, major Lawrence quitted the ground 
near ♦he French rock, and at day break, the 20th of September, the 
army a}^>eared at the Facquire's topc> and remained for fbme hours 
drawn up, offering the enemy battle j but they (hewing no inclination to 
accept the defiance, the major fent for his tents again, and encamped upon 
the fpot on which he was drawn up, refolving to attack their camp the 
next day : as the fuccefs of this defperate enterprize depended greatly on 
preventing the enemy from entertaining any fulpicion of his intention, he 
cannonaded their camp, with an eighteen pounder, at different intervals 
during the reft of the day; hoping to make them believe that he pur- 
pofed nothing more than to harrais and incommode them. At night the 
tents were ftruck, and fent back again towards the city, and the whole 
army was ordered, after taking their reft in the open field, to be under arms 
at four in the morning. 

The enemy *s camp extended on each fide of the fugar loaf rock, but 
«fiuch farther to the weft than to the eaft : mofl of the Morattoes were en- 
camped to the eaft, the French quarters were clofe to the weft of the rock, 
and beyond thefe theMyforeans extended almoft as far as the golden rock, 
occupying the ground for a confiderable way behind the two rocks. The 
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rear of the camp was covered with thickets and rocky ground. The 
French had flung up an intrenchment in front of their own quarters, 
and intended to have continued it along the left flank to the weft ; but on 
this fide had only finifhed a fmall part, feparated about 300 yards from 
the weftern extremity of their intrenchment in front, which interval was 
left open without defences : the Morattoes had likewife flung up an 
intrenchment in their front to the eaft of the fugar loaf : at the gold- 
en rock, which conunanded the left flank and the front of the ground 
on which the Myforeans were encamped, the French had ftationed an ad- 
vanced guard of 100 Europeans, two companies of Topafes, and 600 Se^ 
ppys, with two pieces of cannon, under the command of a partizan of tome 
ricputation. Major Lawrence being apprized of thefe diipofitions, projeA- 
cd his attack to take the utmoft advantage of them. At the hour ap*. 
pointed the army quitted the Facquire's tope, and marched in profound ii« 
lence towards tlie golden rock : the battalion confifting of 600 men 
formed the van in three equal diviflons ; the firft was compofod of the 
g^nadier conpany of 100 men commanded by captain Kilpatrick» die 
picket of 40, by captain Calliaud, and two platoons, each of 30 men. 
under the command of captain Charles Campbell : the artillery, fix 
field pieces, with 100 artillery men, were divided on the flanks of 
each divifion: 2000 Sepoys, in two lines, followed the Europeans: 
the Tanjorine cavalry were ordered to extend to die eaflwaid, and 
to /march even with the laft line of Sepoya. The nKX>n had hither* 
to been very bright; but a fudden cloud now obfoured it ib mucb» 
that the firft divifion of the battalion came within piftol fbot of the 
golden rock .before they were difcovered ; and giving a very fmart fire^ 
mounted it in three places at once ; whilft the enemy, wiio had barely 
time to ihatch up their arms, hurried down after making one irregular 
diicharge, and ran away to the camp with fuch precipitation, that they 
left their two field pieces, ready loaded with grape, undi£:haiged» 
Animated by .this fuccefs, the men called out with one voice to be led 
on to the grand camp, and the major availing himfelf of their alacrity,, 
remained no longer at the rock than was neceflary to break the carri- 
ages of the enemy's guns, and to form his troops again. Their diipofiti-* 
on. was now changed, the three divifions of Europeans were ordered t\ 
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march, as jiear as they could, in one line in front through the camp 1753^ 
of the Myibreans, in order to fall at once upon the left flank of the 
French quarters : the Sepoys were divided on each flank of the batta- 
lion, but at ibme diftance in the rear. Had die camp, like thofe in Eu-* 
rope, been covered with tents, it would have been impoflible to have 
penetrated through it in this order ; but in an Indian army none but 
the men of rank can aflbrd the expence of a tent, and the reft (helter 
themfelves as they can in cabbins made of mats, fo flight that they may 
be puflied down by the hand. The Tanjorine cavalry, intermixed with 
matdi-locks and peans, had halted during the attack of the golden rock, 
on the plain nearly oppoflte to the front of the French intrenchment, 
and they were now inftrudted to move direAly up to it, in order to 
create what confufion they could with their fire arms and rockets ; the 
battalion received the orders for continuing the march with loud 
huzza's, and the whole proceeded with the greateft confidence, as to a 
ti&ory of which they were fure ; the drums of the three divifions beat«- 
ing the grenadiers march, the gunners with their portfires lighted on the 
flanks, and the Sepoys founding widi no little energy all their various in- 
Aruments of militaiy mufic. This did not a little contribute to aug- 
ment the conftemation which die fugitives from the rock had fpread 
amongft the Myibreans, who were already taking flight, when the En- 
glifli entered their camp. The Europeans marched with fixed bayonets, 
tuid recovered arms, but the Sepoys kept up a finart fire upon the fwarms 
that were taking flight on all fides. The French difcovered by the fugi-. 
lives which way the attack would fall, and drew up to oppof^ it, facing 
the weft ; the right of their battalion was behind the unfinifhed part 
of their intrenchment, and the reft extended towards the intrenchment 
they had thrown up in front ; which their line, however, did not reach 
by a hundred yards ; but a bank running at this diftance parallel to that 
intrenchment, fcrved to defend the left flank of their battalion. In this 
pofition they derived no advantage fi'om that part of their works on which 
diqr had fo much depended : to the left of their battalion was a body of 
2000 Sepoys, who inclined to the left, intending to gain the flank of the 
Englifh battalion, and the fame number were defigned to form their left 
dfcving j but thefe, by fomc miftake, in diis fcene of huriy and confufion, 
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pofted themfelves on the fugar loaf rock. The Englifh troops ad« 
vancing were prevented by the interruptions which, they *met with, 
in the Myfore camp from keeping up in a line; fb that the firft divifioi> 
had outmarched the fecond^ and the iecond the third ; however, as iooin 
as they came nigh the enemy, whom they diicovered by the portfires o£ 
their guns, the hiDdermoft quickened their pace i but nevertheleis the 
whole line was not completely formed before they came within twenty 
yards of the enemy, by which time the Sepoys to the right had ad-* 
vanced from the rear, in order to oppofe thofe on the enemy's left : the 
artillery in the hurry could not keep up widi the battalion. ^ The French 
artillery had for fome time fired with great vivacity, but moft of the 
fhot flew too high, and killed feveral of the flying Myforeans, The. 
adtion coHimenced j^it as the day began to dawa : Mr. Ailruc, with, 
indefatigable adivity prevailed on his men to wait and receive the Englifh 
fire before they gave theirs : amongft thofe who fuflered in. this, on- 
let was captain Kilpatdck, who commanded the divifion on the right > 
he fell defperately wounded > upon which captain Calliaud put him« 
felf at the head of the grenadiers, and took the command of the 
whole divifion ;. the French Sepoys on the left fcarcely flood the firfl 
fire of the right wing of the Englifh Sepoys, but took flight : which 
captain^ Calliaud perceiving,, he wheeled inftantly round with his divifion^ 
and gaining the left flank of the intrenchment, behind which the left 
of the French battalion was pofted, poured in a dofe fire upon them ;. 
and the grenadiers puihing on with their bayonets, drove theox 
crowding upon their center : the whole line was already. falHng inta 
confufion, when a well-levelled difcharge from the center and left of 
the Engliih battalion in front compleated the rout, and they ran away 
in great diforder to g^n the other fide of the bank on their right, where 
Mr. Aftruc endeavoured to rally them ^ but the grenadiers purfuing them 
clofely, renewed the attack with thdr bayonets^ and put them again 
to flight : every man now provided for his own fafety, without any re- 
gard to order, running towards the golden rock, as this way was the 
only oudct not obftruded 5 but as loon as they got to fome diftance on 
the plain they difperfcd and took various routs. The left wing of the 
£nglilh Sepoys had hitherto taken uq Ihare in the engagement,, for by 

keeping 



Book IV. HrsTOrRY o* the Carnatic. 317 

Iceeping too much to the left of the battalion, they found themfelves on 1753* 
the ootfide of the French intrenchment, on the ground to which the 
Tanjorines were ordered to advance ; however, as fbon as they perceived 
the French battalion in confufion, they puflied on to the fugar loaf rock> 
and with much npfolution attacked and difperfed the body of the ene- 
my's Sepoys pofted theie, who from Ae beginning of the adion had em- 
ployed themfelves in firing random (hot indifcriminately upon friends and 
fees* The viftory was now decided, and the Englifh troops drew up 
on the French parade. A body of Morattoes were the only part of the 
Indian army which made any motions to draw off the attention of the 
£ngli(h during the engagement 5 they feeing one of the field pieces left 
with a few men at a difttance behind the reft, gallopped up, and cutting- 
down the men, got pofiefiion of it ; but perceiving the tatde loft, they 
did not venture to carry it off": neverthelefs they did not immedi- 
ately quit the camp, where they were foon after joined by feveral other 
bodies of cavalry, encouraged by their examfJe : but the Englifh ar^ 
tillery in a few rounds obliged them to retire again, and they followed 
the reft of the fugitives, who were retreating towards Seringham by the 
pafs of Mootachillinour. It was fbme hours before the whole got into 
the iiland, for the throng confifted of 30,000 men of all forts on foot, 
and 1 63000 horfe, befides a great number of oxen, camels, and elephants; 
The Tanjorines were ordered to fet out in purfuit of the French troops, 
who were taking flight, di(per/ed on alt fides over the plain -, but thejr 
could not be prevailed on to quit the ipoil of the camp, which they 
were very bufy in laundering. 

The tents, baggage,, and ammunition of the French camp, together 
with eleven pieces of cannon, one an eighteen pounder, were taken, 
100 of their battalion were eidier killed or wounded, and near 100 more, 
amongft whom Mr. Aftruc, with ten officers, were made prifoners : 
feveral were afterwards knodi'd on the head by the people in Tonde- 
man's woods, 65 were taken ftrag^ing in the Tanjere country ; and a: 
detachment of Sepoys, fent out by captain I>alton from the city, brought 
in 21 of thofe who were making their way to the ifland by the pafs- 
of Chuckleyapolam ; fo that the whole of their lofi was at Jeaft 30a 
Europeans^ with their beft officer 3 for fuch undoubtedly was Mr. Aftruc : 
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It might have been much more, had the Tanjoiriiies exerted themfclvcsas 
they were ordered. Of the EnglUh about forty Europeans were kflkd 

an4 wounded* 

This aftion was decided entirdy by the muflcetry; fortheEoglkh 
artillery were not brought into the engagement ; and the French cannon 
were ill pointed, and irrefolutely ferved, even before the conflict became 
hot and general ; after which the event could not remain long in fut- 
pence between two bodies of men, whofe dead fell within 20 yards c£ 
each other. There ate few inftanccs of a ^dory in which the fegadty 
and fpirit of the general, as well as the rcfdutian of the troops, are 
more to be admired. The French thcmfelves coofeiled that they had 
no fufpicion of the intentions to attack them ; nor did chance interfere 
to fubftrail from the merit of this fuccefe : for major Lawrence, before 
he quitted his camp at the French rock, had predided moft of the events 
which concurred to produce it. The Nabob's ftandard was now planted 
in the enemy's camp 3 and die Englifh flag, diiplayed on the tq> of 
the fugar-loaf rock» proclaimed the triumph of their arms to the country 
feveral miles round. 

The Tanjorines, elated to excefs, although they had contributed no- 
thing more than their appearance in the field to gain the vidory, propofed, 
immediately after the battle, to follow die enemy, and befiege them in - 
Seringham ; but major Lawrence paying no attention to this rhodomon^ 
tade, moved with the army in the evening to lay fiege to Weycondah, 

This place, now a fort, was originally, nothing more than a pagoda 
and choultry, fituated on the top of a rock about 30 feet high. The 
cock was afterwards inclofed by a fquare ftone wall, carried up as high 
as the top of the rock itfelf, and built thick enough to afford a rampart 
about five feet in breadth, befides a (lender parapet, which has loop*-hoIes 
to fire through : on the weftern fide there is a . gateway, the top of 
which communicates with the rampart : the enemy's garrifbn confifled 
chiefly of Sepoys. A watercourfc fcrvcd inflead of a trench to flielter the 
£ngli(h troops ; who having cut embrafures through the bank, about 400 
yards from the wall, battered it with two eighteen pounders, and at the 
iame time threw fhells from a mortar and twO' cohorns. By the next 
cveniog the wall was beat down, within 12 &et of the ground. Early 
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the next morning fome of the ganrifon endeavoured to make their 
efcape, through a fally-port on the north, to a large body of horfe, 
who were waiting at a diftance to receive them : thefe fugitives were 
difcovered by fbme of the English Sepoys on the right, who immediately 
ran to prevent any more from getting out > and at the fame time 600 
other Sepoys, who were under arms in the watercourfe, fet out of their 
own accord, without well knowing what was the matter, and ran dif- 
redly to the l^reach, regardlefs of the commands of their officers, wht» 
affiired them that it was not yet pra<SEicable *, but nothing could flop the 
tumult ; they made feveral ineflfedual attempts to mount the breach, 
notwithftanding they were warmly Ered upon by the enemy from above. 
At length, finding it impradicable to fucceed this way, they all ran t& 
the gate, which fbme endeavoured to force, whilfl others fired up, to 
drive the defenders from the ramparts : but this attempt likewife proving 
inefFe(5tual, a rcfblute Engliihman, feijeant to a company of Sepoys, 
mounted on the fboulders of one of them, and getting hold of fbme 
of the carved work of the gateway, clambered up to the top ; and 
thofe below handing up to him the colours of bis coitepany, he 
planted them fingly on the parapet : here he was ibon joined by about 
20 of his company, who followed his example ; and whilfl fome of thefe 
were engag^ with the enemy, others went down on the infide of the 
rampart, and opened the gate. Thofe without inflantly rufhed in like 
a torrent ; which the enen>y perceiving, they hurried down from the 
rampart, and ran up the fteps, to gain the choultiy and pagoda at the 
top of the rock 5 but the Englifh Sepoys followed them fo clofely, that 
they had not time to make any difpofitions to defend themfelves there 
before they were attacked at the pufh of bayonet : in the firfl fury 
feveral were killed j but the refl, about 400, flinging down their armst 
and calling for quarter^ were fparedr 

From Wcycondah the army removed, and encamped at the Frenchr 
Rock, where they now abounded in as much plenty as they had hitherto 
fufFered diflre& ; for none of the enemy's parties ventured on the plain, 
and the country people, no longer terrified by the apprdienfion of lofing 
dieir nofes, brought in provifions i^ fuch abundance, that rice^ which- 
&ree days before was fold at four nKafures for the rupee> now fold af 
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fixteen ; and at this rate a flock was laid in fufficient to fupply the 
ganrifbn for fix months at full allowance. Captain Dalton feeing this ob« 
jedl of the general fbllicitudc provided for, and the city in all other 
refpeds out of danger, quitted the command of Tritchanopoly, and fbme 
time after returned to Europe. 

The approach of die rainy monfbon in the nodddle of Odtober made 
it neceffary to carry the troops into cantonment : the city itfelf would 
certainly have afforded them the beft fhelter : but the flock of provifions 
laid up for the uie of the garrifbn would fbon have been confumod by 
the addition of fuch a number of mouths : and as little danger was to 
be apprehended from any attempts which the enemy might make 
during the abfence of the army, provided ' the garrifbn were com- 
monly vigilant, major Lawrence determined to remove to Koiladdy, 
on the firontiers of Tanjore j from whence the wants of the army might 
conflantly be fupplied, without the ncceffity of fatiguing the troops by 
employing them to efcort convoys. Four hundred Sepoys and the fick 
of die battalion, with 150 Europeans, were fcnt into Tritchanopoly, to 
augment the garrifon ; a detachment was left to defend Elimiferum ; 
and the refl of the Englifh troops marched on the 23d of Ofkober to 
their winter quarters : they were accompanied by the Nabob, with the 
few troops he commanded ; but the Tanjorines quitted them, and pro- 
ceeded to their capital, in order to be prefent at the celebration of a 
great feflival which falls out at this time of the year. It was with 
great rdudance that major Lawrence faw them depart, judging from 
experience, that nothing but the lafl necefiity would induce the king to 
fend them back, notwithflanding that he promifed, with much feeming 
complacence, that they fhould take the field, and rejoin the Nabob, as 
fbon as the monfoon was pafl. 

During thefe tranfadions to the fbuth of the Coleroon, the Englifh 
arms had likewife gained fome fuccefles in the Carnatic. The retreat 
af Morari-row from before Trinomalee increafed the courage, of the 
garrifon^ who fignalized themfelves fb much by their firqucnt fallies, 
that the prefidency of Madrafs determined to feiid a rebforcement to 
thdr afliflancej and 500 Sepoys, detached from the garrifon of Arcot, 
arrived in the middle of September in fight of die place : but finding 
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all the avenues blockaded, they concerted mcafures with the governor, 
Barkatoohi, to favour their jundlion, by making a vigorous fally, on a 
certain quarter of the enemy's camp, which the Sepoys promifed to 
'attack at the lame time in the rear. This plan was executed with fo much 
vigour, that notwithftanding the enemy took the alarm time enough to 
bring the greateft part of their troops into adlion,. they were entirely de- 
feated : the general of the Valore troops being killed on the fpot, and 
Huflan-ally, the commander of the French Sepoys, taken prifoner 
mortally wounded. This lols of their commanders ftruck the army 
with fo much cohfternation, that they immediately raifed the liege. 

In the fame month the prefidency Were much alarmed by the at- 
tempts of Mahomed Comaul, the moft confiderable of the adventurers, who 
in thefc times of confulion fet up the ftandard of independency. This 
man commanded a body of horfe at the liege of Arcot ; and after the 
army of Raja-faheb was dilperled by the battle of Covrepauk, kept to- 
gether his own troops, and immediately levied contributions not only 
fufficient to attach them to his fervice, biit alfo to engage others to lill 
under his banner : however, alarmed by the fate of ChundafaheB 
at Seringham, he judicioully determined to remove out of the reach of 
danger into the country of Neloor, the north-eaft part of the Nabob's 
dominions, not doubting that its diftance both from Arcot and Ma- 
drafs would enable hini to eftablifli himfelf in thofe diftridls : he fuc- 
ceeded even beyond his expeftation, for he found means to furprizc 
the capital of Neloor itfelf, from whence he obliged NazeabuUa, 
the governor, to fly to Arcot. The Englilh and the ' Nabob had {o 
many enemies to light, and {o few troops to fend into the lield, that 
they could Ipare none to check the enterprizes of Mahomed Comaul, 
who having enjoyed the fruits of his fuccefles without interruption for a 
year, extended his views, and prepared to attack the pagoda of Tri- 
petli. This temple, one of the moft famous in the Deciri, is lituated 
on the top of a mountain, about fifty miles north-eaft of Arcot. Th^ 
feaft of the god to whom it is dedicated is annually celebrated in the 
month of September, and the offerings made by the concourfe of pil- 
grims who arrive from all parts to affift at it, amount to fo great a 
fom, that the Bramins, . belide what they referve to themfelves, pay thd 
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government an annual jrevenue of 60,000 pagodas, or 24,000 pounds 
fterling. This revenue the Nabob htd afligned over to tbeEnglifh 
as a reimburfement in part of the great expeoces they had incurred in 
the war, and as neither the Brands nor the pilgrims are fdlicitous to 
whom this money is paid, provided the feaft goes on without inter* 
ruption, it was the intention of Mahomed Comaul tq get pofleffion of 
the pagoda before the feaft began^ The preiidency of Madras^ alarm* 
ed for the iafety of a place in which the company was fo much inter* 
efted^ ieot a detachment of &rt j Europeans, two companies of Sepoys^ 
and three {ueces of cannon, with orders^ to march and defend &e pago« 
da : ^ey were to he joined on the road by Nazeabulla, tbe Nabob's 
bvcdKTs at the head of a large body of troops, but the& ffot coming 
up in time, the detachment proceeded without dK»B. W^ben arrived 
n^r Tripetti they w^re unexpectedly furrouBded by the whdk of Ma* 
hamed Comaul's force, 5,000 men> horfe and foot ^ the detachment had 
juft time to take flielter in a neighbouring village, where the enemy imme* 
diatdy attacked them» and although cooftantly repuKedj, ^y did not 
defift from their attempts before the. night fbt ia ) wbm the detachmoel 
having loft feveral of their Europeans^ and expended all ^leir amuni-« 
tion, retreated s, the next day they were joined by Na^eabuJk Cawn's 
army, with vvhom the day afterwards they proceeded again towards 
Tripetti. Mahomed Comaul met tjbem on the pkdn, aad the t&kai 
begau by a cannonade, which having created fonie conftifion amoagft 
the enemy^ eniign Hdt, who commanded the £ngli{b detachment 
marched up with his Europeans and Sepoys to improve the advantage ; 
but before they came near enough to give their fipe, a £bot firom a wall* 
piece killed en%a Hdt. However die men, not disconcerted by this 
accideotft puihed on under the command of their next officer, en%n 
Ogilbyi^ aod attacked the enemy with great vivacity, who were already 
wavering, when a lucky (hot from one of the field pieces killed t^e 
defiant of Mahomed ComauL His army feeing the ftandacd of their 
general fall to the ground^ as ufual took flight, and with &> mach pre* 
cipitation> that be&re he had time to mount a horie, they left him at 
the mercy of his enemies. He was takea priibner and * carried to Na-- 
zeahulla Cawa,. by who& order he was infbuxtly beheaded. His death 
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removed the moft dangerous <fifluiber of the Natx^'s govttnment in 
this part of the country, for he was a very bwrre and a^iv^ man : there 
were feveral other chiefs of lefs conlequence, who wereconftantly making 
inroads into the diihrids of Ponanulee, Chinglaput and Arcot, and gave 
frequent employment to the garriibns of thde placed ; but they zU 
ways retreated as foon as they heard that a detachment c^ Europeans 
was marching againft diem. 

The enemy at Seringham ieemed (b little inclinable to- take advan-» 
tage of the abfence of the Englifli troops cantoned at Koiladdy, that 
they did not even fecxl parties on the plain to prevent the country peo^ 
pie from gjomg daily widx prorifions to the m^tt in Tntchanopoly 
where the garrifon were as well fuppiied and lived in as much tranquility 

as if both (ides had agreed in form to a ceffation of hdlilities : the 
enemy, however, convinced that theEnglifli would never have attempted to 
attack their camp at the fugar loaf rock if they had not been joined by the 
cavalry of Tanjore, determined to leave no means untried to deprive diem 
of this r^urcc in future. Accordingly the regent gave Sacco-jee the 
king's minifler and favourite a fum of money more confiderable 
dian the firft bribe, and Mr. Dupleix lent a letter permed in the Ma- 
labar language by his wife, in wkicE he diteatened the king, that if 
he dared to ^ve die Nabob and the English any more affiilance, the 
Morattoes fbould lay wafte his country with fire and fword, and that 
if this ihould not be fiijfiefent to terrify him into a neutrality, he wonld 
faring down the Sonbah Salabad-jing, with his whole army, from Golcon- 
da. The effisA of thefb pradkes, both on die king and his minifler, 
was foon TifiUe s for ScKXXHjee taking advantage of the dmorous and 
fu^ctous character of his mafter, prevailed on him to remove the gene- 
ral Monackojee from the conmrnnd of the army, by reprefenting him as 
a man in ibch dofe ooime^ioii widi the Englidi, that he might probably 
from a reliance on thdr friendfliip, be induced to form projects dange* 
rous even to the king hknfelf ; wiio, alarmed at the fame time by the 
menaces of Dupleix, determined to preferve his country by breaking the 
promiie he had made to the Nabob and ihajor Lawrence, to lend his 
troops to Koiladdy as foon as the tains were over. Having brought him 
thus far, die next ibp was to make him join the enemy s diis likewlfe 
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Succo-jce undertook to cfFefl;, and the king it is faid was on the point 
of figning the treaty, when a fudden and unexpedted event flopped his 
hand. 

In the beginning of November the French at Seringham received 
a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, 200 Topaflcs, and 1000 Sepoys, 
with fome cannon ; but inftead of giving any fign that they had reco- 
vered their fpirits by this increafe of their ftrength, they determined to 
remain q\iiet until major Lawrence (hould be ready to quit Koiladdy, 
in hopes that the garrifon of Tritchanopoly would^ be lulled into fecuri- 
ty by feemg them remain inadive fo long after the arrival of their re- 
inforcement, and entertain no fufpicion of the defign they were medi- 
tating, when the time (hould come for carrying it into execution. 

This defign was nothing lels than to ftorm the city of Tritchanopoly ia 
the night by furprize. The part which the French chofe to make the af- 
fault upon was Dalton's battery, on the weft fide, near the north-weft an- 
gle of the town, the fame indicated by the letter which captain Dalton 
had prevailed on the fpy DeCattans to write to the French commander Mr; 
Brenier ; had formerly been ope part of the four gateways to this city. 
The entrance into an Indian fortification is through a large and compli- 
cated pile of building, projedling in the form of a parallelogram from 
the main rampart -, and if the city has two walls, it prc^©6ls beyond 
them both : this building confifts of feveral continued terrafifes which 
are of the fame height as the main rampart, and communicate with it : 
the inward walls of thefe terrafifes form the fides of an intricate paf- 
agc> about twenty ictt broad, which leads by various ftiort turnings at 
right angles through the whole pile, to the principal gate that ftands in 
the main rampart : for fbme fpace on each hand of Dalton's battery, 
the interval between the outward and inward wall of the city was 
much broader than any where elfe. Captain Dalton when intrufted with 
the command of the garrifon, had converted that part of the gateway 
which projected beyond the outward wall into a- folid battery, widi 
embrafures ; leaving the part between the two walls as it ftood with its 
windings and terrafifes : an interval was likewife left between the back- 
fide of the battery^ and the terrafs ncareft to it, which lay parallel 
to each other ^ fo that an enemy who had gained the battery could not 
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get to the terrafs without deicending into the interjacent area, and then 
mounting the wall of the terrafe with fcaling ladders : the battery, how- 
ever, communicated with the rampart of the outward wall of the city, 
but being, as that was, only eighteen feet high, it was commanded by 
the terrafles behind it, as well as by the rampart of the inner wall, 
both of which were thirty feet high. Upon one of the inward cava- 
liers, fouth of the gateway, were planted two pieces of cannon, to 
plunge into the battery, and fcour the interval between the two walls, 
as far as the terraffes of the gateway 5 and two other pieces mounted in the 
north-weft angle of the inward rampart, commanded in like manner 
both the battery and the interval to the north of the terrafles* The 
French were, by De Cattans letter, and by deferters, apprized of 
all thefe particulars, and notwithftanding the many difficulties they 
would have to furmount in attempting to force their way into the town 
through this part of the fortifications, they preferred it to any other^ 
becaufe . it was more acceflible from without j for a rock level 
with the water almoft choaked up the ditch in front of the 
battery. 

On the 27th of November, at night, thegreateft part of the enemy '» 
army crofled the river : the Myforeans and Morattoes were diftributed 
in different parties round the city, with orders to approach to the couii- 
terfcarp of the ditch, and divert the attention of the* garrifon during 
the principal and real attack, which was referved for the French 
troops. Of this body- 600 Europeans were appointed to efcalade, 
whilft Mr. Maiflin, the commander, with the reft of the battalion, 
200 men, and a large body of Sepoys, waited at the edge of the 
ditch, ready to follow the firft party as foon as they fhpuld get into 
the town. At three in the morning the firft party croflcd the rock 
in the ditch, and, planting their fcaling ladders, all of them mount- 
ed the battery without giving the leaft alarm to the garriibn: for 
although the guard appointed for the battery confifted of fifty Se- 
poys, with their officers, and fome European gunners, vdio were alt 
prefent and alert when the rounds pafTed at midnight, moft of them 
were now abfent, and they who remained on the battery were faft 
afleep • thefe the French difpatched with their bayonets, intending not 
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t(> fire until they were fired upon : but thU rcfdution \va& ioiinediately 
after ffuftrated by an unforcfeen accident ; for foooe of them attempting 
to get to a fli^t counterwall which lines the backfide of the battery, fell 
into a deep pit, whkh had been left in the body of the battery itfdf, 
ccHUiguous to that wall : none but the moft tried fokiiers can refrain 
from firing upon any unexpcfted alarm ift the nighty and upon the 
fcreaming of thofe who were tumbling kito the hole, feveral mufkets 
were difclwtrgcd* The French now concluding that they were difcover- 
ed, imagined they mi^t intimidate the garriibn by fliewing how far they 
were already fuccefeful, and turning two rf the twdve poundcn upon 
the battery ^gainft the town, difcharged them togethcff with a volley of' 
fmall arm$) their drums beating, and their foldiere (houling itmr ufiiat 
military cry, " ww k r^'\ Fortunately the main guard, the bar- 
racks of the garrifi>n, and the quarters of the officers were in the nordi 
part of the town, not more than 400 yards from the battery. Captain 
Kilpatrick, who commanded, remained fb ill of the wounds he had re- 
ceived in the laft engagement, that he was unatde to remove from his 
bed ; lieutenant Harriibn, the next in command, came to him upon ti^ 
alarm to recdve his orders, which he gave with the ufual cahnnefs that 
diflinguifhed his charader on all occafions, diredkig lieutenant Hanifoa 
to march inflantly with the picquet, referve, and the Sepoys that vrere not 
polled, to the place where the attack was made, and to order tlie refl 
of the garrifon to repair to their re^)e£tive alarm pofb, with injundti- 
ons not to fiir from them upon pain of death. The enemy having 
drawn up their fcaling ladders into the battery, fent two parties down 
from it into the interval between the two walls : one of thefc parties 
carrying two petards, and conduced by a deferter, entered the paflage 
which led throu|^ the terrafles, intending to get into the town by blow- 
ing open ' the gate which ilands in the inward rampart ; the other party 
carried the ladders, and were appointed to efcalade \ whilft the main 
body remained upon the battery, keeping up a conftaht fire upon the 
terraflcs, and upon the inward rampart. But by this time the alarm 
was taken, and die cannon firom each hand began to fire fmartly into 
the interval between the two walls, and upon the battery. Lieutenant 
Harrifon^ with the main guard^ was likewife arrived upon the rampart, 
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from whence the greateft part of them paiTed to the terrafles. The 
muiketiy of the aflailants and defenders were now employed with great 
vivacity tgainft each other, but with fbme uncertainty, having no other 
light to dire€l their aim excq>t the frequent flafhes of fire : notwith- 
ftanding the hurry and confufion, lieutenant Harrifon had the preience 
of mind to ftation a platoon upon the rampart, diredly above the 
gate, ordering them to keep a conftant fire upon the pafTage immedi- 
ately bebw, whether they faw any thing or not : nothing could be 
more fenfible or fortunate th^n this precaution ; for the platoon killed, 
"without feeing them, the man who was to apply the firft petard, as 
well as the deferter who condufled him, and both of them fell withia 
ten yards of the gate. Thofe appointed to efcalade, fixed their ladders 
on the footh fide of ^ terrafifes, and a drumilier, followed by an offi- 
cer, had already mounted to ^ top, when a party of Sepoys came 
to this ftation, who killed the drummer, wounded and feized the offi* 
cer, and then overturning the icaling ladders overfet the men who were 
upon them : the ladders broke with the fall, and the afiailants called 
fbr more i but found that the reft which they had brought were fhat- 
tered and rendered vt&Hdk by the grope ihot fired fi'om the two pieces oi 
eanngA planted upon the cavalier : they fbon after found that the man 
idba was ta manage the iecond petard was killed. Thus defeated in all 
dieir expe(9ations they determined tQ letreat, and went up to the bat- 
tery again, where the whole now refolved to make their efcape ; but 
this for the want of their ladders was no lc«iger prafticable, except by 
leaping down eighteen feet perpendicular, either upon the rock or inta 
Ae water. Defperate as this attempt appeared near one hundred made 
^le experiment -, but what they fuflfered deterred the reft from following 
their example, who, in deipair, turned and recommenced their fire from 
the battery upon the defenders. Lieutenant Harrifon, with the greatcft 
part of his Europeans, were aflembled upon the terrafe neareft the bat- 
tery, Skiid the two bodies, feparated only by an interval of twenty 
feet,, kept up a finart fire upon each other as faft as they could load : 
but the defenders had the advantage of firing under the cover of parapets 
from a fituatioa twelve feet higher than the enemy upon the battery, 
who wae totally expofed from head to foot, and were likewife takea 
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on each flank by two pieces of cannon, as well as by the fire of fome 
parties of Sepoys pofled on the. main rampart on each hand of the gate- 
way. Thus galled, unable to retreat, and finding that refiftance ferved 
only to expofe them more, they defifted from firing, and every man 
endeavoured to (helter himfelf as he could j fome in the embrafures of 
the battery, others behind a cavalier contiguous to it, and the reft in the 
interval between the two walls i the garrifon, neverthelefs, trufting to 
no appearances of fecurity, continued to fire upon all fuch places in which 
they fufpeded them to be concealed. At length the day, long wiftied for 
by both fides, appeared ; when the French, flinging down their arms, 
aflced for quarter, which wa$ imn^ediately granted. The officers fi"om 
the rampart ordered them to aflemble in the interval between the two 
.walls, from whence they were conduced, in fmall bodies at a time, by 
a party of Europeans into the city, through the gateway they had af- 
faulted. Three hundred and fixty Europeans were thus made prifon- 
crs, of which number fixty-fcven were wounded : thirty-feven were 
found killed upon the battery and in the reft of the works : thole 
who efcaped by leaping down were taken up by their own troops wait- 
ing on the outfide of the ditch; but the French themfclves con- 
feflfed, that of the whole number, which was near one hundred, eve- 
ry man was much difabled; and fome few were killed. Thus 
ended this afTault, which after expofing the city of Tritchanopoly to 
the greateft rifque it had run during the war; ended by impairing the 
French force more than any other event fince the capture of Seringham : 
neverthelefs we do not find that lieutenant Harrifon received any rc- 
compence for his gallant and fenfible condudt in this hazardous and im- 
portant fervice : he died fome time after, without being promoted from 
the rank in which he ferved when he faved the city. 

The firing was heard by the outguards at Koiladdy, where thcr 
next evening a meflTenger arrived from the city, upon which major 
Lawrence immediately detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and 
prepared to follow with- the reft of the army, but heavy rains pre- 
vented him from arriving before the 3d of December. In the mean 
time the enemy on the third night after the aflault crofled the river 
again, with all the Myfore cavalry, eight thoufand men, difmountcd/ 
i . ' 3 who 
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who had promlied the regent to make a more fuccefsful attack upon 
the city j but finding the garrifbn alert they retreated without attenapt- 
ing any thing. 

The king of Tanjore, who, notwithftanding the alliance he was en- 
tering into with the French, knew nothing of their intentions to Aotoa 
Tritchanopoly, was not a little aftoniftied at the news, and the lofs which 
they fuftained in the attempt made him repent that he had ihewn fo 
much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Englifh : The French 
iinding that their misfortune produced a change in the intentions 
which the king had began to entertain in their favour, determined to 
wafte no more time in negociating with him, but prepared to fend a 
party of Morattoes to ravage his country. The king having intelligence 
of their defign font a body of troops under the command of his uncle 
Gauderow to Tricatapoly, a fort eighteen miles eaft of Tritchanopoly, 
where they were ordered to remain and punifh the Morattoes : for this 
phrafe, in the vain language of the princes of Indoftan, is iynonimous 
to fighting, and is not feldom made ufe of even by thofe who lofe the 
battle. The king making a mept of this reiblution to the Nabob, pre- 
tended that Gauderow only waited on the frontiers until the whole ar- 
my was afiembled, which would then immediately march to Tritcha- 
nopoly. Major Lawrence, willing to put the fincerity of this profeflion 
to the ted, wrote to the king that his troops would be of little fervicc 
whilft they were commanded by fo unexperienced an officer as Gaude- 
row, and defired that Monack-jee might be reinflated in the command^ 
of which he was the only man in the kingdom capable. This com- 
mendation ferved to confirm thofe fufpicions of the general which 
had been raifed in the king's mind by the artifices of his minifler ; and 
major Lawrence being informed of the alarm which the king had taken 
from his remonflrances in Monack-jee*s favour, refblved to make no far- 
ther mention of his name, lefl the confequences fhould be fatal to 
him ; but requeued that the Tanjorine troops might join him without 
delay, even under the command of Gauderow. None however came ; 
for the Morattoes having fent a fmall party to amufe Gauderow, their 
main body o£ 1 500 men penetrated into the kingdom at the end of De- 
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cetnber by another road, and as they had threatened b^n to Isty the 
country wafte with fire and fword. 

This was the firft motion which any of the enemy's parties had made 
fince the aflault of Tritchanopoly : in the mean time ieveral convoys 
were efcorted from Tricalopoly to the Englifli camp. 

In the Carnatic the diftrids which acknowledged the Nabob had re- 
ceived no moledation from his enemies fince the defeat of Mahomed 
Comaul at Tripetti, which happened in the month of September. 
The troops which Mr. Duplcix was able to fend into the field from 
Pondicherry had lately been employed in befieging Palam Cotah, the 
fame fort which they had refiifcd to reduce for Morari-row. This place, 
with the circumjacent territory is the only part in the Carnatic which 
does not depend on the Nabob of Arcot ; it belongs to the. Nabob of 
Cudapah. Examples of fuch fequeftrations occur in every province of 
the Mogul empire, which amongft the reft of its feudal inflitutions 
allots to every Nabob a certain revenue arifiug from the produdl of 
lands, for his private expences: but as the bafis of the Mogul 
government confifts in regulations which deprive all its officers of any 
pretentions to real eflates, and in obliging them to acknowledge that 
they hold nothing by any other title than the favour of the fovereign ; 
the lands thus allotted to a Nabob are rarely fituated in the province 
governed by himfelf, but are generally chofen in the moft diflant part 
of one of the neighbouring provinces ; fo that in this inftitution the Mo- 
gul's authority over all his officers appears in its utmofl majefty ; fince 
the inhabitants of a province iee the Nabob appointed to rule them, ex- 
cluded from the right of appropriating to himfelf any part of the terri- 
tory over which his jurifdidion, netwithdanding, extends. Hence 
like wife a perpetual fource of diiputes is eftablifhed between the Nabobs 
of neighbouring provinces, who never fail to give one another reaibn to 
complain of violence committed4n thefe fequeftered lands. The Nabob 
of Cudapah applied to the prefidency of Madrafs to affift the governor of 
Palam Cotah, on which they ordered a detachment of thirty Europeans, 
and two hundred Sepoys, to march from Devi Cotah and relieve the place. 
The detachment did not take the fieki before the enemy had made a 
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practicable breach which they intended to ftorm the next day: but 
lieutenant Frazer having concerted meafiires with the governor, contriv- 
ed to introduce his par^ that very nighty and the enemy at day break 
hearing Englifh drums beating in the place, fufpedted what had hap- 
penedy and imihediately raifed the fi^a 
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1753. TOURING thefe tranfa^ons in the ibuthem parts of the Decan, 
1 J events of no litde importance to the interefts of the French aa* 
tion on the coaft: of Coromandd, happened at Golconda, and in the 
northern provinces. 

The^ great expences v^hich Salabad-jing incurred by the continual wars 
in which we have feen him engaged fince his acceflion to the Soubahfhip, 
prevented Mr. Dupleix from aiking of him thofe ceilions for the 
French company which were his principal objeft in ailifling him with io 
coniiderable a part of their force : he however determined to wait until 
the Soubah's affairs (hould be eftablifhed in tranquility, and imagined 
that this time was come when he heard that Mr. Bufly, foon after the 
defeat and murder of Gazi-o*din Khan, had obtained the province of 
Condavir adjoining to the territory of Mafulipatnam ; but fhortly after the 
Morattoe Balazarow appeared again with a large army in the neighbour- 
hood of Aurungabad, declaring that he was come to demand the cefli- 
on of feveral countries to the weftward, which had been promifed to 
him by Gazi-o-din Khan, and infifting that his death did not invalidate 
the agreement fince he was the undoubted Soubah of the Decan, when 
the treaty was made. Language £> injurious to the dignity of Salabad- 
jing determined him to punifh the enemy, and his army under the 
command of Mr. Bufly took the field : the Morattoes, as uiual, were 
not able to ftand before the French artillery ; but it was not long before 
they retaliated tenfold the mifchief they had fuffered by the havock they 
made in the adjacent countries ; and R^. Bufly feeing no other means 
of foon finifliing the war, which greatlyinterrupted his own projciSts, per- 
fuadedSalabad-Jing to make peace by giving up to the Morattoes the coun- 
tries which were the occafion of their hoftilities : this meafure neverthe- 
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lefs did not give him the opportunity he expeded of carrying his plan 
into execution ; on the contrary it involved him in greater difficulties 
^r the conceffions made to the Morattoes depriving many of Salabad- 
jing's officers of profitable employments, increafed that averfion which 
they had foe ibme time entertained againfl: the French on account of the 
favours that had been conferred on them by Salabad-jing in prejudice, they 
faid, of themielves, his natural fubjeds. Shanawas Khan, the firft pro- 
moter of the diicontent, no longer appeared at the head of the faddon, 
but another more dangerous anbigonift encouraged the diiafiedted, and 
thwarted Mr. JBuffy : this was Seid Lafcar Khan, the Duan, who under 
Nizam-al-muluck had hdd die poft of captain general of the army, in 
which character he likewiie accompanied Nazir-jing into the Carnatic : 
from the opinion entertained of his abilities both as a ftatefman and 
a foldier, it was believed that Nazir-jing would have eicaped his fate if he 
had not deprived himfelf of the counfels of this officer, by fending 
him to fupprefs fome commotions at Aurungabad, foon after the army 
retired from Pondicherry to Arcot : he was at Aurungabad when Sa- 
labad-jing and Mr. Buily arrived there, and although he detefted, 
more than any one the favours which the Soubah lavi(hed upon his 
European allies, he difiembled his ientiments fo well, that BuiTy believ- 
ing hini his friend, perfuaded Salabad-jing to appoint him Duan or Vi- 
;z^ier ; but as foon as he found himfelf well eflablifhed in this poft, he 
threw aS the maik, and on all occafions contradided the inclinations 
of his fovereign whenever he thought they were didated by the 
influence of Mr. Bu%« In the beginning of the year Salabad-jing 
determined to go to Golconda, in order to fettle the adminiilrati- 
on of the provinces dependant on this capital : on the rout Mr. Bufly 
fell ill, and took the reiblution of going to Mafulipatnam for the reco- 
very of his health ; die officer who fucceeded him in the command of 
the French troops had neither the experience nor capacity neceflary to 
.penetrate and counteraft the intrigues of a fadion in a Moorifh court, 
and the Duan determined not to mifs this, which appeared fo good an 
opportunity, of removing the French from the prefence and counfels of 
Salabad-jing for ever. This was no eafy tafk, for prejudices imprefled 
on weak minds are not removed in a day, and Mr. Bufly had perfuaded 
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Salabad-jing, a prince deficient both in perfonal courage and fagacity, 
that the French battalion* were not only the principal fupport of his go- 
vernment againft foreign enemies ^ biit alfo the beft fccurity of his per- 
ibn and dignity againft inteftine plots and commotions. The Duaa 
therefore found it neceflary to accuftom him by degrees to the abfcnce 
of thefe favourite troops j it was equally neceflary to prevent them from 
entertaining any fufpicion of this defign, for they were too formidable to 
be removed by violence -, Mr. Bu^ having joined'to the battalion of Eu- 
ropeans a body of 5000 Sepoys, who adled entirely under his own orders. 
The Duan therefore negledted for fome time to fumifh their pay at the 
ufual periods, pretending that the treafury had been difappointed in 
the receipt of confiderable revenues due from fome diftrids at a diftance 
from the capital : and when the French, as he expcfied, complained 
of the diftrefs to which they were reduced for want of pay, he told them 
that he knew no other method of fatisfying their demands but by fend- 
ing them to colleft the Soubah's revenues from thofe whq withheld 
them : this the French officers very readily agreed to, expe<5ting from 
the cuftbm of Indoftan that they fhould receive confiderable prefents,^ 
befides the fums that they were charged to levy. Still it would have 
been difficult to have obtained Salabad-jing's confent for their departure, 
had not their own mifconduft convinced him that it was neceflary for 
the peace of the city, where, fince Mr. Bufly had left the command, 
the difcipline to which he had accuftomed them was fo much relaxed, 
that they daily committed difbrders, for which the peribns aggriev- 
ed were continually demanding juftice at the gates of the palace. 

As foon as he had thus removed the greateft part of the French 
troops, he invented fome pretext to perfuade Salabad-jing that it was 
neceflary he fliould return, without delay, to Aurungabad, and even 
prevailed on him to order no more than a fmall detachment of their Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys to accompany his army. He then inflruAed the go- 
vernor of Golconda to fumifli no pay to thofe who remained in the city, 
and to diftrefs them by every other means, excepting open hoftilides^ 
and the fame orders were given in the countries to which the ieveral de- 
tachments had been fent to colleft their arrears. This treatment, fo 
difi^erent firom what the French had hitherto received, he thought would 
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. lead them of their own acx:ord to alk their difmiflion from a fervlce in 
which they found that nothing more was to be got. This fcheme would 
without doubt have fucceeded, had not Mr. Bufly recovered from his 
illnefsy who, alarmed by the unexpcfted danger which threatened the in- 
terefts of his nation in the Decan, quitted Mafulipatnam, aflembled 
the troops which had been detached to feek their fubfiftence» and then 
marched at their head to Golconda, where they arrived in the middle of 
May. Their appearance, for they were 400 Europeans, and 3000 
Sepoys, diiconcerted at once all the projects of the governor, and he 
confented, without hefitation, to furni(h a large fum of money in part 
of the arrears which the Duan had with fo much artifice withheld 
from them. 

The Morattoc5, with whom treaties are fcarcely a ceffadon of hofti- 
lities, being apprized of Seid Lafcar Khan's intentions to get rid of the 
French troops, determined to avail themfelves of the inftant of their de* 
parture, whenever it (hould happen, to wreft more territories from Sa- 
labad-jtng ; and a few days after the return of Mr. Bufly to Golconda, 
two of their armies appeared in the neighbourhood of the city. One of 
them was commanded by Balazarow, the other by Ragogi Bonfala, the 
fame general who in the year 1740, invaded the province of Arcot. 
Mr. Bufly immediately put himfelf at the head of the troops belonging 
to the government, and with thefc and his own met the enemy in the 
field. The Morattoes having commenced hoftilities folely from a reli- 
ance that they (hould not be oppofcd by the French troops who had fo 
often beat them, determined to relinquifh the profecution of their dc- 
fign, and made overtures of accommodation, which concluded in a 
treaty, confirming thofe which had been made before, and reftoring the 
places which they had taken pofleflion of in this incurfion. This fcr-f 
vice recalled the wavering attachment of Salabad-jing to his European 
allies, and Mr. Bufly, to take advantage of the favourable impreflion 
it had made on his mind, marched away to Aurungabad, where Sala- 
bad-jing received him with the greateft cordiality, and his enemies con- 
founded it this change, altered their condudl likewife, and affefled to. 
outvie one another in expreflfions of gratitude and refpeft to him ; info- 
much that the Duan fent him the feals of his ofiice, with a compliment 
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that he only was worthy to hold them. Mr. Bufly with equal diffimu* 
lation, returned the feals, with the fame compliment to the Duan j the 
next day he reprefented iii full council that the pay of the French 
troops would be a perpetual fubjed of fufpicions and dangerous difputes, 
unlefs it was aicertained upon funds independant of the controul of 
any of the minifters, and then propofed that the provinces of Mufta- 
phanagar, Yalore, Rajamundrum, and Chickacole (hould be given up 
to the French company in full fovcrcignty, fubjedl neverthelefs to tfiis 
condition, that they fhould conflantly maintain a body of European 
troops in the fervice of the Soubah, in the fame manner as other fiiedato* 
ries to the Mogul government. Salabad-jing had been prepared to receive 
this propofal with complacence, but his minifters oppofed it with 
fo many ot^edions, that Mr. Bufly finding it impoflible to gain their 
confent, whilft the Duan Seid Lefkar Khan prefided at the council, in- 
fifted and prevailed v^rith Salabad-jing to remove him and fubftitute Sbc- 
navas Khan in his place, who, warned by the fate of his prcdcceflbr, 
acquiefced to Mr. Bufly's demand ; and the patents were made out and 
delivered to him. 

This acquifition, added to Mafulipatnam, and the province of Con- 
davir, which the French had already obtained, rendered them mafters of 
the fea-coaft of Coromandel and Orixa in an uninterrupted line of 
600 miles from Mcdapilly to the pagoda of Jagernaut. Thcfe coun- 
tries are bounded by a vaft chain of mountains which run nearly in the 
fame diredlion as the fca-coaft, and are in moft places about eighty or 
ninety miles diftant from it, although in fbme few not more than thirty. 
They are covered with impenetrable forefts of bamboes, and in their 
whole extent there are no more than three or four pafles, which accord- 
ingto Mr. Bufly 's account may be defended by 100 menagainft an army. 
The province of Condavir extends between the river Kriftna and Gon- 
degam, which gains the fea at Medapilly ; the limits of the other four 
provinces are not exadly afcertained ; neverthelefs it appears that Mufta- 
phanagar joins to the north of Condavir j that Yalore lays to the north- 
weft of Muftaphanagar : that Rajamundrum is bounded to the fouth 
by thefe tv^o provinces and that Chickacole much the largeft of the 
four, extends 250 miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda of Jager- 
naut 
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naut. The revenues of the four provinces were computed at 3,100,000 
rupees; of Condavir, at 680,000, and the dependencies of Mafulipat- 
nam were fo much improved that they produced this year 507,000 ; in 
all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to more than 535,000 pounds fterling : 
all thefe rents, excepting tho(e of Mafulipatnam and its dependencies 
which .feemed already to have been carried to the height, might be 
gready improved. So that thefe territories rendered the French mafters 
of the greateft dominion, both in extent and value, that had ever been 
poffeflcd in Indoflan by Europeans, not excepting the Portugueze, when 
at the height of their proiperity . Noi* were commercial advantages want- 
ing to enhance the value of thefe acquifitions, for the manufactures of 
cloth proper for the European markets are made in this part of the De- 
can, of much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates than in the 
Carnatic : in Rajahmundrum are large forefts of teak trees, and it is 
the only part of the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa that furniflies this 
wood, which is equal in every relpedt to oak ; Chickacole abounds in 
rice and other grain, of which great quantities arc exported eVery year to 
die Carnatic. 

Although it was intended that the French (hould not hold thefe coun- 
tries any longer than they maintained the flipulated number of troops in 
the Soubah's fervice, yet it is evident that he could not have given them 
an eftabliihment in any part of his dominions, from which it would be 
fo difficult to expel them in cafe they neglefted to fulfil their obliga- 
tion : for, defended on one hand by the chain of mountains, and having 
on the other all the refources of the fea open, they might with impu- 
nity defy the united force of the Decan : this the Duan Seid Lafcar 
Khan knew, and dreaded fo much, that he offered Mr. Bufly a much 
larger trad of country in the inland parts of the Soubahfliip, provided 
he would defift from demanding thefe provinces* It was not before the 
end of the year that the patents were made out and delivered, when 
Mr. Bufly, forefeeing that his own prefence would be neceflary to 
eftablilh the French authority in their new governments, prevailed on 
Salabad-jing to march with him to Golconda, Since the treaty made 
with the Morattoes in the beginning of the year, Salabad^jing's govern- 
ment had not been diilurbed by foreign enemies^ and the news received 
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at fills time from Dfclhi dMipafcd whatfev<sr apptthenfions he might en- 
tertain of being molefled by his nephew Sche-abeddin. 

The Mogul Hamed Schah, notwitliftanding the appearance of vigour 
with which he afcended the throne in 1748, foon fell into die fame in- 
dolence which had charadleri^ed all the fucceflbrs of Aurungzd^e. His . 
minifter Sche-abeddin, after the example of his'grandfadier Nizam^l- 
muluck, endeavoured to roufe him front> his lethargy, and reform his 
court J but his reprefentationis only ferved to render him obnoxious to his 
fovereign. The Rajpoots, to the fouth-weft of Delhi, encouraged by 
the imbecility of the monarch, made an attempt to recover ieveral 
countries which had formerly belonged to their nation. Sche-<^ddin 
marched againft them, and was vidlorious} but during his abfence his ene- 
ihies formed a plot to deftroy him, and prevailed on the Mogul to tjJce 
apart in it. He marched out of Delhi at the bead of 25000 men to meet 
Sche-abeddin, under pretence of doing him honour for the fervice he 
had rendered, and the Uow was to be ftruck at die interview. Sclie-abed* 
(fin received early intelligence of this defign, and not thinking it prudent to 
traft his fafety to the Mogul's troops under his command, hired a body, 
of 30,000 Morattoes, with whom he marched towards the capital. His 
enemies finding their fchemes difcovered, were teitffied, and in order 
to appeafe his refentment left the unfortunate monarch tstpoSsd to the 
danger in which their own counfels had involved him ; every one of the 
principal officers difbanded the troops he commanded^ leaving dieir 
ibvereign almoft without attendants, who, thus ddferted, haflened back 
to Delhi, Sche-abeddin followed him, and entering the city without 
reiiflapce, went immediately to the palace, accompanied by a flrong 
guard < the Mogul, not fuif^dirig driy violence, received him in the 
durbar, or ufual place of audience, where afler fbme converfation 
Sche-abeddin ordered hitii to be feized and imprifbned^ after which he 
aiTembled the omrahs or principal officers of the government, and placed 
<m the throne Allumgeer, a hear relation to the depofed monarcb,^ 
who, according to the cruel policy of this country, was deprived of 
his (ight, by paffing a red hot iron befpre his eyes. He then declared 
himfelf vizier to the new Mogul, whom he fuffered to interfere very 
iittlcf in the adminiftration ; and finding that great difotders had been in« 
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troduced in the provinces near the capital, he determined to reform 

thefe before he extended his views farther. In this refolution be dif^ 

fembled his refentment againft Salabad-jing for the murder of his father, 

and pretended to be well fatisficd that the Soubahfliip of the Decan 

ihould remain under the government pf a prince fo nelrly related to 

hinpi. 

The Englifh themfelves could not refrain from admiring the fagacity 

of Mr. Duplelx' s condud, which, by making the war in the Carnatic fub- 
iervient to his views on the northern provinces, had by degrees led his 
nation to the great eftablifhments of which they were now in pofieflion. 
At the fame time they had the fatisfadion to know that thefe fucceflcs 
of their enemies could not be imputed to any defedls in their own 
condud ', for Co far from having a force fufficient to make head againft 
the French in two parts of the country fo diftant from each other as 
Golconda and Tritchanopoly ; their whole force coUeded was always 
much inferior to what the French were able to oppofe to them in the 
ibuthern parts of the decan, where nothing but efforts of valour, fcarcely 
to be paralleled, had carried them through the two wars of Chundafaheb- 
and the Myforeans. It was equally fortunate for the nation that chance 
ihould have placed during thefe arduous times, a man of much fagacity, 
indefatigable application, andaperieverance equal t9Dupleix*s, at the head 
of the prefidency ; fuch was Mr. Saunders, who came to the government 
a little before the death of Nazir-jing, and convinced by that event of 
the ambitious fchemes of Mr. l^upleix, determined to oppofe them to the 
utmofl: of his ftrength, notwithftanding he had no indrudions from the 
company to engage in hoflilities ; and notwithflanding the two nations 
were at peace in Europe, he had with the fame fpirit continued the war, 
never difcouraged by adverfe turns, nor dreading the event of delperate at- 
tempts when neceflary to retrieve them. The two governors had during 
the whole courie of hoflilities carried on a (harp and acute controverly by 
letters; and Mr. Dupleix, as foon as he found Mr. Bufly likely to obtain 
the great objeft of his views to the northward, afFedled to (hew an 
inclination to terminate the war in the Carnatic. This overture however 
was followed by fo many difcuflions, that it was not before the begin- 
ning of the year iJS^ ^^^ ^^ confented to treat in form, when it was 
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agreed that a conference fhould be held in the town of Sadras^ belong- 
ing to the Dutch, on the road between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
1 754. The deputies, on the fide of the Englifti, were Mr. Palk and Mr. Van- 
fittart : on the French, the father Lavaur, fuperior of the French Jefuits in 
India} Mr. Kirjean, nephew to Mr. Dupleix; and Mr. Baufiet a 
member of the council of Pondicherry. They met on the 3d of Janu- 
ary ; the two governors fupcrintending and direfling their proceedings 
by letters, which were no more than twelve hours in coming from 
Pondicherry, and only fix from Madrafs. The Englifh deputies opened 
the conference by propofing as the bafis of the negotiation, that Maho- 
med-ally fliould be acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, with the 
fame authority as had ever been pofilefied by any former Nabob ; and 
that the king of Tanjore (hould be guaranteed in the peaceable poilefiion 
of his kingdom. The French then produced their ideas of a bafis, and 
the whole of their terms together : their bafis implied the acknowledg- 
ment of Salabad-jing as Soubah of the Decan, and the immediate rdeafe 
of the French prifoners taken during the war : the Englifh, in return 
for their acquiefcence to thefe two articles, were to be exempted from 
the ground rent of Madrafe, a fmall fine formerly paid to the govern- 
ment of Arcot 5 they were to keep poflfeflion of the country of Ponamalee i 
and fome eftablifhjnent was to be made for Mahomed-ally after his 
difference with the Myforean concerning Tritchanopoly was conciliated. 
It was impoflible to have made propofals more diredly oppofite ; for 
by acknowledging Salabad-jing without rcftriaions, the French would 
become arbiters of the fate of the Englifh in the Carnatic, as they would 
of the French, if Mahomed-ally was acknowledged : fo that each fide re- 
quired of the other to give up every thing before they had well begun 
to treat of any thing. However the bufinefs did not ftop, and the French 
deputies produced feven patents, which they called their authorities for 
interfering as they had done, in the affairs of the Mogul government, and 
for making the prefent demands: two of thefe were patents from 
Murzafa-jing ; one appointing Mr. Dupleix commander in all the coun- 
tries from the river Kriflna to the fca i * the other Chundafaheb governor 
Qf t^ Carnatic : four were from Salabad-jing 5 two confirming the 
two ^regoing j another giving the countries of Arcot and Tritchanopoly 
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to Mr. Dupleix after the death of Chundafahcb ; the other appointing 
Mortiz-ally of Velore lieutenant under Mr. Duplcix in thefe countries : 
the fcventh and laft piece, which the French called the moft authentic^ 
was a letter from the great Mogul, confirming all that Salabad-jing had 
done in favour of Mr. Dupleix and his allies. The French deputies 
then afked what titles the Englifh had to produce ; who replied that they 
confifted of patents from Nazir-jing, Gazi-o-din Khan, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahomed-ally Nabob of the Carnatic : here again 
was a flat contradiction, and of fuch a nature as could not be ad- 
jufted without fending the deputies to Delhi, The French, notwith- 
ftanding, infilled that the titles fhould be examined -, and being told 
that the Nabob's were at Tritchanopoly, defired that they might be im- 
mediately lent for ; neverthelefs they in the mean time delivered copies 
of their own to be fcrutinized by the Englifh deputies. But Mr. Saun- 
ders, convinced that this examination would multiply difcufiiens, without 
removing any of the fufpicions and obje<flions which prevailed with both 
fides on the validity of the adverfaiy's tides, came clofe to the point, 
and ordered his deputies to propofe that the Englifh and French (hould 
be put in poffeffion of lands of equal value in fuch different parts of 
the province as might prevent future difputes -, that the commerce of 
the two companies in the Carnatic fhould be eflablifhed on equal terms 
of advantage ; that fecurity fhould be given to the Myforeans for fuch 
a fum of money as upon an equitable adjuflment of their account might 
appear to be due to them ; that a penfipn fhould be affigned to Rajafa- 
beb, the fon of Chundafahcb 5 and that the French prifoners fhould be 
releafed 5 provided Mr. Dupleix would acknowledge Mahomed-ally Na- 
. bob of the Carnatic. Thefe propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their pofTeffions to the northward, which were of much greater 
value than what the Englifh would have been content to take fubjedt to an 
equality with them in the Carnatic : a moderation which would have been 
inconfiflent with the continual fuccefs of the Englifh arms, if the cxpea- 
ces of the war had not already greatly hurt the commercial tnterefls of the 
Eafl-India company, reflrained by their charter from enlarging their capital. 
The acknowledgment of Mahomed-ally appeared the only difficulty 
in Mr. Saunders's propofal ; but even this might be removed by the En- 
glifh 
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glifli adcnowlcdging Salabad-jihg, on condition that he would confirm 
Mahomed-ally in the Nabobfliip ; and that the French would likewife 
agree to concur equally with the Englifli in fupporting this prince in his 
government. But Mr. DupleLx was fo intoxicated by his connexions 
with Salabad-jing, and his notions of his own audiority in the Car- 
nalic, that he rejcdled Mr. Saunders's propofal with difiiain. It was 
now no longer poffible to miftake his views, or to doubt that he had 
any other intention than to leave the Englifti in poflcffion of a fortieth 
]$art of the territories dependant on Arcot, on condition that they would 
tamely fufFer him to keep and govern all the reft with abfblute fovereign- 
ty. Big with theie ideas he ordered his deputies to infifl ftrenuoully on 
the validity of his titles : and whilft they were explaining the various 
events which had led their nation to the acquifition of fuch important 
prerogatives, the £ngli(h deputies difcovered that the MoguFs letter to 
Mr. Dupleix wanted the ufual fignature, which is a feal engraved with 
his name and titles, and (lamped with ink at the head of the patent. 
They likewife obferved that the feal imprefled on the wax which had fe- 
cured the cover of the letter, appeared by the date to be thirty-three 
years old, and confequently belonged to a former emperor. Thefe dc- 
feds naturally gave them many fufpicions, which were much confirmed; 
when, on defiring an explanation firom the French deputies, they immedir 
^tely recalled all their papers, giving for a reaibn that they would not fub- 
mit them to any farther examination before the Nabob's patents were pro- 
duced. This in reality was no reafon at all ; they, however, cpn- 
fulted Mr. Dupldx on the otgedtions made to the Mogul's letter, who 
replied, that the piece he had delivered to them was only a duplicate, to 
which the writer in the fecretary's office at Delhi might have thought it 
needlefs to affix the feal of fignature, and that with the fame negligence 
the firfl feal which came to hand might have been taken up by him to 
feal the cover; but that the original brought by the Mogul's officer 
^leputed Irom Delhi, had the feal of fignature affixed to it, which was dated 
in the firfl year of the reign of the late emperor Hamed Schah ; and that 
the letter itfelf was dated in the fifth year of his reign, tlie fame ia which 
It was received. It now became neceffary to examine the origin^, and 
•to enquire whether it was the cuflom in the fecretary's office at Delhi 
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to pay fo little attentloa to duplicates : but Mr. Saunders and the En« 
glifh deputies thought that what they had already ieen and heard was a 
fufficient proof that die copy was a forgery, and concluded the fame of 
the original and the reft of the French papers : the French deputies ne- 
▼erdiele^ perfifted to defend the authenticity of them ; and leaft the ab- 
rupt manner in which they had wididrawn them from farther examina- 
tion fhould be intopreted as a proof that they them&lves knew their 
pieces could not (land the teft, diey now gave another reaibn for this^ 
part of their conduift, alledging that they had recalled them only for 
fear copies fhould be taken in order to diredt Mahomed-ally in making 
out thoTe patents he had promifed to produce* This blundering apology 
expofed their caufe more than any remarks which their adverfaries had 
hitherto made j for it was a tacit acknowledgment that they themfelves 
were convinced of the poffibility of forging patents with fo much dex- 
terity that the artifice could not be detected. It might have been afked 
by what means diey arrived at this convidioA, and the Englifh deputies 
might have added, as the natural coniequences of this principle laid 
down by their* adverfaries, that if Mahomed-ally could avail himielf of 
fuch arts^ Mr. Dupleix might have made uie of them likewife: this 
argument, however, was not produced^ either becaufe it did not occur, 
or becaufe it would have exploded the pretenfions arifing from patents 
on both fides : but this the Englifh ought to have wifhed, fince it would 
have reduced the conference to a jdan of equality, which would give • 
them a right to demand an equal fhare of the countries to the north- 
ward, or to infifl that the French fhould relinquifh them ; after which) 
the Englifh might have confented to recede from this demand, on con-- 
dition that Mr. Dupleix fhould acknowledge Mahomed-ally in the Gar- 
natic : but arguments have very littk influence in treaties, and both 
fides had already made ufe of fuch fharp invedives on the conduct of* 
their adverfaries during the war, that it was manifefl neither had any 
hopes of bringing about a reconciliation. Thus the conference broke 
up on the eleventh day after it began, leaving both fides more exafpcratedi 
than ever. 

In the mean while hoflilities did not ceafe. The body of 1200 Mo- 
Kattocs, who had flipped by Gauderow, pufhed through the kingdom of 
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1754. Tahjore, even to the ieacoaft; plundering and burning the villages^ 
dedroying die grain, and driving off the cattle : the confternation and 
mifchief which they fpread through the country, convinced the king of 
his imprudence in having fet fo little value on the alliance of the En- 
glifliy.as vrell as on the abilities of his general Monack-jee; and with 
the ufual fupplenefs of weak minds when involved in dangerous circum- 
ftances, he now ftrenuoufly foUicited major Lawrence to march to his re- 
lief; and rcinftated Monack-jee in the command of the army. The vi- 
olent rains had fwelled the rivers and rendered the roads fo bad that it 
was impoffible for the Engli(h to march into his country ; but Monack- 
jee went in queft of the enemy without delay at the head of 3000 horfc. 
The Morattoes, ignorant of the country, had imprudently got between 
two branches of the Coleroon near the fea, and a Hidden flood fwelled 
both the channels fo much that they were inclofed in an iiland from 
which they could not get out again before the waters ftibfidcd. Whilfl 
they were waiting for this at the head of the ifland, Monack-jee march- 
ed and encamped to the eaft ward of them> near a pafs which he knew 
would be fordable fooner than any other part of the two arms by which 
they were enclofed ; and the inftant that the waters were fufiiciendy 
fallen, crofTed over, and coming upon them by furprize, attacked them 
in the angle of the iiland, where it was fo nafrrotv that his troops 
extended from one arm to the other in their front. The Morattoes, 
thus pent up, feeing no other means to efcape but by cutting their way 
through the Tanjorines, exerted themfelves with their ufual bravery 
augmented by defpair : but on the other hand, the Tanjorines were in- 
flamed by the defire of revenging the injuries their country had fufFered 
from thefe cruel freebooters, and Monack-jee, fenfible that the continu- 
ance of his mailer s uncertain favour would depend on the iiicceis of 
this day, animated his troops, who loved him, by his own example j 
fighting in the thickeil throng with the utmofl intrepidity. Valour on 
both fides bcirtg thus equal, the fuperiority of numbers decided the viSory : 
800 of the Morattoes were killed, and moft of the reft were wounded 
and taken prifoners. To deter them from invading his country 
in future, Monack-jee ordered all the dead bodies to be hanged upon 
trees I aod all the prifoners, not excepting thofe who were wounded, to 
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Jbe impaled alive in fight of the high roads. Having thus disgraced his vic- 
tory by this fhocking cruelty, he returned with the horfes of the flain in 
triumph to Tanjore. The Englifti hoped that this fuccefs would induce 
the king to fend his troops to join them ; and the viiStorious general cx- 
peded that the fervice he had rendered would confirm him in his 
mafter*s favour : but both were difappointcd ; for the envy, of the mi- 
nifter Succo-jse increafing with the merit of his rivals he perfuaded the 
king that there was no longer any ncceflity to be at the exp^ce of 
keeping his troops in pay, fince the fevere blow which the Morattoes 
had received would doubtlefs deter them from making another incur- 
(ion into his country. The king therefore, after complimenting Mo- 
uack-jee on his fuccefs, told him there was no farther occafion for his 
fervice, and diibanded his army. 

The number of French prifoners in Tritchanopoly, obliged major Law- 
rence to augment the garrifon to 300 Europeans, and 1 500 Sepoys; 1 50 of 
the battalion likewife remained fick in the hofpital ^ (o that the whole 
force with which he kept the field was no more than 600 Europeans, 
including the artillery men, and 1 800 Sepoys s the French battalion, 
reinforced in December with 200 men, was now equal to the Englifh, 
and they had moreover four companiies of Topafies, each of 100 men, 
diftind from their battalion ; they had alfo 6000 Sepoys, and the Myfi> 
reans and Morattoes remained as before, with littl)^ alteration in 
their numbers. Notwithftanding this fuperiority, the enemy did not veur 
ture to quit the ifland and encamp to the fouth of the Caveri. 

The plain of Tritchanopoly having been fo long the feat of war, 
fcarce a tree was left ftanding for feveral miles round the city 5 and the 
Englifli detachments were obliged to march five or fix n^les to get 
firewood. Their jK-ovifions came chiefly from the Tanjore country i but 
the merchants would not venture nearer than TricatapoUy, a fort 
eighteen miles eaft of Tritchanopoly, from whence, when a fufficient 
quantity was collected, they were efcorted to the camp. What came from 
Tondcman's country was brought at appointed times to the fkirts of 
his woods, within fix or feven miles of the camp. The detachments 
fent on thefe fervices were feldom lefs than 150 Europeans, and 500 
Sepoys, a force which the enemy's cavalry unfupported by Europeans 
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were al^ays^ afraid to attack ; atid ieven convoys were fefely cfeofted 
from the beginning of January to the middle of February ; at which 
time a convoy was in readinefs, much larger than any of the former^ 
for it confided of a great quantity of military iiores, as well as pre- 
fifions, the carriage of which required no lefe than 3000 oxen : 
the efcort was therefore made ftronger than ufoal, being compo- 
fed of the grenadier company of 100 men, 80 other Europeans, 800'Se^ 
poys, and 4 pieces of cannon ; this force, although more than one third 
of the army, was fcarcely adequate to the convoy ; and, what Was {K11 
more unfortunate, the command of the party fell, by Ae rotation of 
military duty, to an officer oi little experience, and Icfi abiKty : however, 
as the enemy had lately exerted themfelves fo Httle, little danger was 
apprehended j and it was imagined that a party of Tanjorine horfe which 
fey encamped at Coolaparah, five miles north^eaft of Elttmferum, would 
join the efcort upon any emergency : but tbefe, whether inadvertently, or 
from a malicious dcfign rf avoiding the fervice expedled from tbem, quitted 
their pc^ the 1 2th of February, the very day that the efcort marched ; 
which, however, arrived without interruption' at TricatapoUy m the even- 
ing, fromwhencethcyfct out with the convoy the next day, and gainedKefly 
Cotah, where they ps^d the night : this fort is fituat^d about five mfies 
to tjae eaft of Cootaparah, and the road between thefc two places lays 
tkrough the fkirts of Tondemaii's woods* The enemy at SermghaBoi 
receiving intelligence ^at the party were retarning, detefn»i^d to 
meet them with a fufficient ferce; 12000 hoide, MoFattoes and Myib* 
reans, 6000 Sepoys, 40Q Europeans, with feven pieces of cannon, 
crofTed the river in the night, and pofled themfelves a little to die eaffe 
of Cootaparah. The convoy continuing their march at day hrtzk d^e 
1 5th, advanced two miles fi'om Kelly Cotah without any fulpicion of 
danger ; when they difcovered at a diilance feveral bodies of cava!* 
ry moving on all fides amongfl the thickets and underwood* The com- 
manding officer neverthelefs made no change in his difpofition, which 
happened to be the very worft that could have been imagined ; for he 
had diftributed the troops in fmall bodies along each fide of the line 
of bullocks and carts, and even in the front and rear k^t no more 
than a fingle platoon* The Morattoes were commanded by Morari-row 
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and Innig Khan, who foon difcovercd Ac wcaknefs of this order of 
march, and reiblved to take advantage of it without waiting for the 
French troops. On a fudden all die different bodies of cavalry which 
furrounded the convoy fet up a fliout in concert, and galloping up at full 
ipeed charged every part of the line almoft in the fame inftant; fome pu(h- 
ing on to the intervals which fcparated die different platoons, and then fal- 
ling on their flanks, whilft others attacked them in front. The onfet was 
fo fudden and impetuous that few of the Englifti troops had time to give 
more than a fingle difcharge, after which what refiftance they made was 
all peli-^nell, and in confufion, every man trufting only to himfelf, and 
refolving to fell his life as dear as poflible. Moft of the Sepoys flung down 
dieir arms and fled at the beginning of the onfet. The bullocks terrified 
by the tumult, increafed it by pufhing on all fides to get away, fometimes 
againft the enemy, (bmetimes upon the efcort. The fight however con- 
tinued until the French troops came up, who oWiging the Morattoes, 
much againft their will, to (heath their fvvords, offered quarter, which 
was accepted: 138 foldiers were made prifbners, and of thcfe 100 werfc 
wounded, 50 were killed on the fpot : oif eight officers five were killed, 
and the other three were wounded ; amongft them die commanding 
officer, mortally. Lieutenant Revel, the fame who fervcd at the de- 
fence of Arcot, commanded the artillery in this a£tion : this brave man 
feeing the day loft, and the enemy on the point of getting pofleflion of the 
cannon, fuffbred himfelf to be cut down without making refiftance, rather 
than quit the work in which he was employed, of fpiking up one of 
the field pieces. The garrifon of Elimiferum, as foon as they heard the 
firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, that the convoy 
might take poft in it : but all was loft before they arrived there. 

This was by far ffie fevereft blow which the Englifli troops had 
fuffered during the courfe of the war 5 it took off one third of the bat- 
talion, but what rendered the misfortune irreparable, was the lofs of that 
gallant company of grenadiers, whofe courage on every occafion we have 
feen deciding the victory, and v^o may be faid, without exaggeration, 
to have rendered more fervice than the feme number of troops belong- 
ing to any nation in any part of the world. The whole convoy, pro- 
^ifions, military ftores, and 7000 pounds in money, fell into the enemy '& 
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hands, who returned with their booty and -their prifoners to the ifland. 
They foon after fet the Sepoys at liberty, who returjied to the Englifli 
camp ; and they permitted the two furviving Englilh officers to depart oA 
their parole, which was taken in the name of balabad-jing. 

The prefidency of Madrafs» as foon as they heard of this misfortune^ 
fent a detachment of i8o men, under the command of captain Pigou, 
to Pevi Cottah, by fea ; and about the fame time hopes were entertained 
of reinforcing the army with a body of cavalry, which had lately arrived 
to Arcot, under the command of Maphuze Khan, the Nabob's elder 
brother. This man, taken prifoner when his father was killed at the 
battle of Amour, was carried by Chundafaheb to Pondicherry, where 
he remained until Nazir-jing came into the province, when Mr. Dupleix 
at the requeft of this prince rclcafed him. On Nazir-jing's death he 
feemed inclinable to follow the fortunes of Murzafa-jing, with whom 
he went out of the Carnatic ; but after his death retired to Cudapah, 
where he had remained until he took it into his head to come back to 
the Carnatic with 2000' horfe, and as many Peans, to ferve, as he 

faid, the Nabob his brother. He neverthelefs Qn his arrival at Arcot 
declared he could proceed no farther without receiving a fum of money to 
fatisfy his troops : this his brother AbduUwahab promifed to fupply, upon 
which it was ex^peded that he would march immediately tpTritchanopoIy. 
The experience of the late difafter convinced major Lawrence that the 
party at Devi Cottah was not Arong enough to march to the camp, 
and dreading to leave the city expoied to another aflault by moving 
\o join them, he ordered them to wait at Devi Cottah until Maphuze 
Khan came, up, and determined in the mean time to maintain his ground 
on die plain, notwithftanding he had only 400 Europeans in the field. 
The fmallnefs of this number rendered it impoflible to bring pn>- 
vifions from fuch a diftance as the Tanjore country, and indeed the 
king, not doubting hut that the late defeat of the efcort would oblige 
the Englifh to retire from Tritchanopoly, difcouraged his merchants from 
fupplying them any longer. Tondeman's country therefore remaining 
the only refource : a party of 300 Sepoys were detached with orders 
to colledt them in Killanore, a village in the woods about twelve miles 
from the city. The detachments of Europeans employed to efcort 
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ihcm were not permitted to move farther than five miles from the 
camp, at which diflance they halted and fent forward a detachment of 
Sepoys, who met the provifions, efcorted by the party of Sepoys from Kil- 
lanore, at the fldrts of the wood, and returned with them from thence 
to the poft where the Europeans were halting. In this fervice they 
were much aflifted by the activity and vigilance of Mahomed Iflbuf, an 
excellent parrizan, whofe meiit had raifed him from a captain of a 
company, to be commander in chief of all the Sepoys in the Englifli fer- 
vice, into which he firft inlifted under captain Clivc, a little before the 
battle of Covrepaulc : he was a brave and rcfolute man, but cool and wary 
in aftion, and capable of ftratagem ; he conftantly procured intelligence 
of the enemy's motions, and having a perfedl knowledge of the coun- 
try, planned the marches of the convoys fo well, that by conftantly 
changing the roads, and the times of bringing the provifions out of the 
woods, not one of them was intercepted for three months. The enemy, 
however, getting intelligence that the magazines were kept at Killanore, 
fent, in the end of March, a party to attack that place ; but they were 
repulfed by the Sepoys ftationed there. About the /kme time the 
regent detached looo horfe, and looo Sepoys, with fbme pieces of can- 
non, to his own country, whicn the Morattoe Balazarow had entered, 
and was plundering : but foon after he received a reinforcement of 2000 
Morattoes, under the command of Morari-row's brother, which more 
than compenfated the draught he had made from his army: even 
this reinforcement did not tempt the enemy to quit the ifland, and en- 
camp on the plain, although it was evident that this meafure would in- 
evitably oblige the Englifh either to retire or bring on a general ac- 
tion. In the mean time the Englifh camp, although not diftreflfed for 
provifions, had little hopes of receiving any reinforcements to enable 
them to ftand their ground if the enemy (hould take this ftep j for the 
detachment at Devi Cottah could not prudently move until they were 
joined by .Maphuze Khan, who cavilling with his brother about the pay 
of his troops, had got no farther than Conjevaram, and (hewed 
no inclination to proceed before his demands were fatisfied. Major 
Lawrence therefore, as the only refburce, reprefented to the prefidency 
the necefllty of endeavouring to recover th? king of Tanjore to the Na- 
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bob's intereft, and Mr. Palli, who h^d during his former refidence at 
Tanjore, made himfelf acceptable to the king, was (ent thither again in 
the xxuddle of April. He now found the kiqg difficult of accefs^ and 
more than ever under the influence of his minifter Succo-jee, who was 
carrying on a treaty with the Myforeans, and had prevailed on his 
mailer to imprifon Monack-jce, vrnder pretence that he had not account- 
ed regularly for the monies which had been iflued for the expences 
of the army. The reprefentations made by Mr, Palk, prevented 
the king from concluding the treaty with the Myforeans, but did not in- 
duce him to fend , his troops to Tritchanopoly . In thefe circumftan- 
ces, whk:h the enemy's generals; if indued with common iagacity or 
activity might fbon have rendered defperate, it was difcovered that the ar- 
my had for fome time been expofcd to the danger of treachery from a 
perfon in whom, by the nature of his office, majpr Lawrence had been 
obliged to repoie the utnioft confidence. 

One day in the beginning of April, a Bramin informed the iervant of 
captain Kilpatriqk> that a$ he was wafhing himfelf that morning at the 
river fide, fomeof the enemies CoUeries eroded the river, and gave a 
parcel to (bme CoUeries belonging to the English camp, whom he heard, 
although indiflindly, ikying fomething about a letter, and Mahomed 
Iflbuf the commander of the Sepoys ; he added that he knew the men wha 
had taken the parcel, and defired affi^ance to feize them. The CoUeries 
were inimediately taken up, and one of them, without hefitation, delivered 
a woollen parcel, containing a letter direded to Mahomed lilbuf, which 
captain Kilpatrick immediately carried to the major, in whofe prefence it 
was opened, and interpreted by Poniapah, the principal linguifl. It was 
from the king of Myfore, fealed with his feal of fignature, and on the 
back was ftamped the print of a hand, a form equivalent with the My- 
fbreans to an oath. The letter defired Mahomed Ifibuf and another of- 
ficer of Sepoys to meet according to their promife ibme perfons who 
were to be deputed by the king, with powers to adjuft the time and 
manner of betraying the city of Tritchanopoly j in reward for which fervice 
the king promiied, if the plot iiicceeded^ to give Mahomed Ifibuf a fum of 
money equal to 160,000 pounds fterling, a confiderable command in his 
army, with fome lands ; he agreed likewife to reward, in the manner 
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ihzt Ndthofticd Iffouf fliould tecomnjcnd, fuch fiden^ as he might em- 
ploy in the cnteiprke. On fhfe Mahomed Iffi)uf, the other ©fHeftr of 
Stpoys mentioned m the letter, dieBramin who gave the mfertoa- 
tfon, and the CoUeries hjb had acculed, were imprifoned j and captain 
Kilpatfick, with captain Caillaad, were appointed to examine them. 
The Bramin was a writer to the commiflkry of the army, and had lately 
been ^nfined upon a fufpicion of having embezzled fome money ; he 
perfiiled in his flory^ but the CoUeries faid that the parcel vras 
£rft dUbovtted by them laying on ibme (leps near the place where ikicf 
were wa(hing> and that afldng one another what it might be, they 
concluded it was ibmething belonging to a pesCofk who had waflied 
there in the mornings or to the ^i^^il himfelf Who was then WaOiing 
very near them: fo they agreed nfot to touch it, and weiit a Way 5 but one, 
h& Icrupuknas than the- reft, in hopes that it might contain fonMtbing 
of value, returned and took it up. Mahomed IfSmf, and the other 
Sepoy officer, declared (hey knew nothing of the matter. Poniapah the 
linguift interpreted fhe depofitions, and gave* it as his opinion that the 
Bramin knew mbre of the letter than he had difcovered. The next 
day the ppfoners were icstamined again, when the Bramin * t^as afiiifed 
that his life fhouW* be %r!red if he would reveal the truth : upon which% 
he dcclarecK that the day before he a'ccufod the Cbffci'ics, he went t6 
Scringham, in confcqucnce of a mefl&ge from the regent of Myibre, de- 
firing to fee him } when the regent offered him a reward of 100,000 
rupees, if he would contrive to make ufe of the letter in queftion, £0 as 
to prejudice Mahomed IlTouf in the minds of the Englifli -, he addcd^ that 
he undertook the commiffion pardy for the fake of the reward, an<i 
partly from defire to be revenged on Mahomed Iflbuf, who had been itrd 
principal author of his late imprilbnment. The Colleries were agai% 
examined feparatcly, and agreed without any variation in the depcrfiliorl 
they made the day before; upon which they, as well as Mahomed 
Iflbuf, and the other , Sepoy officer, were releafed, and declared in^ 
nocent. 

However, fofpicions were entertained that the whole truth had' not 
been told, and that fome perfon, of much more confequertce than an 
infignificant Writer, fuch as the Bramin, was at tha bottom of this daring 
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ink^uity : the Bramin was therefore fent back to priibn, and remained 
there feveral days, often urged to difcover more 5 hut ftiB pcrfiftihg in his 
fecond depofition. At length major Lawrence finding that gentle me- 
thods produced nothing, determined to try the effeft of terror, and or- 
dered Poniapah, the linguifl, to acquaint him that he muft ^prepare tx> 
<iie the next morning, unlcfs he confefled the whole truthy and fupport- 
ed it by proofs. The linguift returned and faid th^ prUbner had now 
confefled that he had been advifed to go to the king and propofe the 
fcheme of the letter by one Gopinrauze, a man who refided in Tritch- 
anopply, and formerly fcrved as an interpreter to the Englifh com- 
mandant of the garrifon. Gopinrauze Was inYmediately examined ; he 
faid he knew nothing of the affair, but appeared confpunded and 
frightened, upon which Poniapah the linguifl faid he w4s certainly 
guilty. Whilft the examination of Gopinrauze was carried on in the 
•camp, the Bramin confined in the. city contrived to fend a meflage 
to Mahomed Iffouf, defiring to fee him, having fomething of im- 
portance to communicate. Mahomed Iflbuf immediately repaired to 
the prifon, taking the precaution to cany another perfbn with him to be 
a witnefs of the converifation 5 when the prifoner made the following de- 
claration. Thatferving in the commifTary's department, under Peramrauze 
the* principal agent aijd interpreter to the Englifh Commiflary, he had fe- 
veral times been fent to Seringham to fbllicit the releafe of his mafler's 
family, who had been taken prifoners when the convoy coming from 
Tricatapolly was defeated. After feveral journics he procured their li- 
berty, and a little while afterwards Poniapah propofed to him, as he was 
known in the enemy's camp, to carry a letter, and deliver it either to 
the king or fome of his principal ofHcers ; the Bramin anfwered that it 
was a dangerous bufmefs^ for which he might be hanged ; to which the 
linguifl replied, that he fhould be able to fave him by faying that he em- 
ployed him as a fpy. The Bramin defired time to confider, and imme- 
diately went and confulted his mafler Peramrauze, who advifed him 
to comply with Poniapah's requeft. Poniapah, however, apprehendve 
of a difcovery, told him that it was not proper to write the letter in 
the Englifh camp, but direded the prifoner to write it himfelf when 
arrived in the enemy's camp; which inflruftion he obeyed. The 
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letter was addrefled to two principal officers, dcfiring they would pcrfuade 
the regent to write to major Lawrence, and rcqucft him* to fend Poni- 
apah to Seringham in order to hear fome propofals relating to the dijC- 
pute with the Nabob concerning .Tritchanopoly. The next day 
meflengers from the regent came to major Lawrence, by whofe orders 
Poniapah proceeded to Seringham; the Bramin accompanied him, 
and was prefent during his whole converfation with the regent : who 
began by exclaiming againft the Nabob for his breach of faith, 
and afked what reafons the Englifli could have for fupporting him 
in It. Poniapah anfwered, that he had aflifted them in defend- 
ing Fort St. David, when attacked by the French in 1748. Poniapah 
then afked the regent what he had in his heart ; who replied, that if the 
Englifli would pay him all the expences he had incurred during the 
war, he would go away ; or if they would give him the city, he would 
pay their expences : or laflly, if the Nabob and his whole family would 
come and throw themfelves at his feet, beg for mefcy, and own thcm- 
felves beggars, that would fatisfy him. Why, faid he, do the Englifh 
(lay here and fpend their money to no purpofe ; my expcnce is no great- 
er than it would he if I remained in Myfore. Poniapah replied, that 
he knew the Englifh would give up the city if their expences were re- 
imburfed 5 for that he had ken a letter to this purport, written by the go- 
vernor of Madrafs, five or fix months ago. The regent faid he was 
ready to make the agreement, but that it mufl be kept a fecret from the 
French, for he would not trufl them, knowing that they wanted the city 
for themfelves. Poniapah afTured him, that the bufmefs might be concluded 
as foon as Mr. Palk arrived at Tanjore ; and in anfwer to quefliohs made 
by the regent, he told him, that the Englifh got all thdr provifions from 
Tondcmans country, that there were only provifions for two months in 
the city> and likewife revealed feveral other intercfling particulars of 
their condition. The regent afTured him, that if the negociation fuc- 
cecded, he would give him a great reward in money, a number of vil- 
lages, and die command of a thoufand Bramins : for Poniapah himfelf 
was a Bramin. The conference then finifhed, and Poniapah, at his return 
to camp, reported to the major fuch part of it only as could not prejudice 
himfelf > he likewife ordered the Bramin to fay nothing of what he . 
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had heard to any onc» excepting bis mafler Peramrauze, and to tell 
. him only fuch particulars as he himfelf intended to relate to the major. 
Some time after the conmiii&ry's bufinefs requiring the Bramin to go to 
Tanjore, Poniapah was averie to his departure. On his return from 
thence he was confined under a guard of Sepoys, for a deficiency in 
fome money which had been intrufted to him ; but Peramrauze pro- 
mifing to be refponfible for him, Mahomed Ififouf, after much iblli- 
citation^ releafed him : as foon as he came out of his confinement, his 
mafter fent him to Poniapah, who told him, that fb much time 
had been loft by his journey to Tanjore, and his confinement after his 
return, that the regent who had heard nothing of the bufinefs fince 
they went to Seringham together, muft imagine they had trifled with 
him ; it was necefiary thereft)re, he faid, that the Bramin (hould go to 
the regent without delay. The Bramin confenting, Poniapah gave him 
inftru^ions how to conduct himfelf j in confequence of which he ad* 
vifed the regent to write to Mr* Palk at Tanjore, defiring him to get 
permifiion for Poniapah to come again to Sedngham : he added that if 
the regent could in the mean time contrive to prevent the Englifh from 
receiving provifions, they muft inevitably retire 5 that as the Neloor Su- 
bahdar was the only perfbn who knew how to conduS their convoys, 
it was neceflary to get him killed, which might eafily be effe&ed, fince 
he often went abroad with fmall parties ; but as a furer method to remove 
him, the regent ought to write a letter addrefied to him, pretending that 
he had promifed to betray the city. The regent wrote the letter with- 
out hefitation, and delivered it to the Bramin, who returning from Se- 
ringham, was taken up with the letter concealed in his cloaths, by ibme 
of the Englifh troopers : they carried him a prifoner to the camp^ but 
without difcovering die letter 5 he was extricated out >of this difficulty by 
Poniapah, who being ordered to examine him^ reported tliat he had been 
to vifit fome relations at Elimiferam. As fbon as he was relea&d, he 
went to his mafter Peramrauze, and gave him fome hints of the bufi- 
ne& he had been doing at Seringham. The next day he laid the let- 
ter on the fteps by the river fide, and as fbon as he faw one of the Colle- 
ries take it up, went and gave information to Captain Kilpatrick's fer- 

vant. 

Mahomed 



BbokV; History of the Carnatic. 355 

Mahomed Iflbuf, on hearing this accounty immediately went to Pe- 1754 
ramrauze, and afked him what he knew q£ the affair. The man threw ^^ 
himielf at his feet ^ 2Sid implored his mercy ; but Mahomed IfTouf im- 
mediately fecured him» and returning to the camp, related what the 
Bramin had declared, on which Poniapah was feized and impri(bned. 

The Bramin repeated to the court of enquiry, without addition or de- 
iriation all he had declared to Mdiomed Iflbuf : being a&ed what 
induced him to accufe Gopinrauze, he faid, that when major Lawrence 
had determined to put him to death, unlefs he difcovered his accorti- 
plices, Poniapah, who was ordered to acquaint him of this refolution, 
advifed him to accufe (bmebody, and aiked him whether he had 
lately had any converfatioa with Gopinrauze ; he replied that he had 
met him at the hou(e of Peramrauze, on the evening after his return from 
Seringham, and that they had convened together in private near a quatter 
of an hour, whilft a number of Sepoy officers and other p^ons were af^ 
iembled in the houfe, in order to fee the experiments of a conjurer^ 
who had been fent for by his maifer, to difeover in what man* 
ner the money was loft, for which he, the Bramin, had been confin- 
£d on his return from Tanjore : upon this Poniapah advifed him to ac** 
cufe Gopinrauze, and to ftick to that, that would do. Peramrauze, 
was likewife examined, and his evidence coinciding with the declaration 
of the Bramin, in all the points of which the Bramin had declared him 
to have any knowledge, Poniap^ was condemned, and fome time af- 
ter blown off* from the muzzle of a cannon. He confefled nothing ; 
his antipathy to Mahomed Iflbuf arofe from his jealouiy of the influ- 
ience which this officer had obtained in the camp, by whidi lus own im- 
portance was much diminifhed. This cen^Hcated treachery (hews to 
what dango^ the affidrs of Europeans in Indoftan may be expofed, by 
not having perfons of their own nadon fufficiently verfed in the languages 
of India, to ferve inftead of the natives as interpreters. 

The regent, in telling Poniapah that the maintenance of his army at 
Seringham had not diftrefled his finances, diftembled the truth ; for his 
expences had been fo great, diat he could hardly find money to pay his 
own troops, and had none to fatisfy the demands of the Morattoes. 
This Morari-xow perceiving, began to tire of the war, and defirous of 
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fome plauilble pretext to break with bim> demanded to be paid his 
arrears, which by the account he made Cut, amounted to a million of 
rupees ; but the regent having neyer rcfufed to fupply him with money 
whenever he demanded it, thought he^had already overpaid him. This 
occafioned fome (harp altercations, and Morari-row, as thq ihcMteft way 
to bring the regent to his terms, took all his Morattoes from Seringham, 
and encamped with them on the, 1 1 th of May to the north of the 
Coleroon, declaring that he would not return before the money was 
paid. 

The next day, the 12th of May, a party. of 120 Europeans, 500 
Sepoys, and two field pieces, under the coigmand of captain Caillaud, 
marched from the camp at four in the nK)r Aing, intending to Wait about 
two miles to the fouth of the fugar loaf rock, for a convoy of pfDvifi- 
ons which was ordered to advance out of the woods. The poft in which 
the party intended to halt, had formerly been one of thofe refervoirs of 
water called tanks, which occur fo frequently in thp arid plains of this 
countiy, where that element is procured with fo much difficulty. Thefe 
tanks ar? generally dug fquare, the fides of fome being 500 feet long, 
and of odiers not more than loo; with the earth taken out is formed 
a mound, which enclofes the tank at the diftance of forty feet fi-om the 
margin of the water* The tank in whkh the party intended to take poft 
was, through age and ncgfca, choakcd up, but the mound remained. 
Mahomed IflTouf riding at fome diftance before the advanced guard, was 
furprized as he afcended a little eminence by the ne^hing of his horfe, 
who was immediately anfwered by the neighing of feveral others; pro- 
ceeding, neverthelefs, to reconnoitre, he difcovcred the French troopere 
pofted behind a bank on the other fide of the eminence, who immedi- 
ately difcharged their carbines at him, and then mounted. Captain Cal- 
laud, on hearing the firing, formed his party, and jodc up to the ad- 
vanced guard, where he met Mahomed Iflbuf, wbo told him that the 
enemy were laying in wait to intercept the convoy, and that he believed 
a body of French troops had taken poft in the tank where they them- 
fclves intended to halt • it was immediately determined to attack them. 
The day was juft beginning to dawn ; the troops were formed in one line, 
the Sepoys on the right, and the Europeans on the left ; and captain Cal- 
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liaud eoncluding that the enemy would expedk the attack in front, ordered 
the Sepoys, under the conunand of Mahomed Iffouf, to wheel and attack 
thcmon the right, whilft he himfelf with theEuropeans fell on the left flank. 
The onfet was vigoroufly made by both divifions almoft in the fame in- 
ftant, and the enemy finding themfelves unexpectedly between two fires, 
abandoned the tank with precipitation ; the Englifh immediately took pof- 
Icflion of it, and a litde while after, daylight enabled them to difcover that 
the numbers of the enemy were 250 Europeans, with four field pieces, 
1 000 Sepoys, and 4000 Myfore horfe, who now divided into two bo- 
dies, one on each fide of the tank, and began a fmart cannonade, which 
was anfwercd by the Englifh field pieces. . Major Lawrence was at this 
time fo much indifpofed, that he had the day before been obliged to go into 
the city 3 and captain Polier commanded in his abfence, who no fboner 
beard the firing than he marched to the relief of the party with the 
reft of the army. The reft of the enemy's army at the fame time crof* 
fed the Caveri, but the diflfercfKe of the diftance enabled the Englifh to 
get to the tank fooK time before them : thofe of the enemy who were, 
engaged with captain Calliaud's party, fearful of placing themfelves be-r 
tween two fires, made no effort to intercept captain Polier's divifion ; 
but contented themfelves with cannonading them from the right and left 
as they advanced : a fhot difabled one of his field pieces, and on his ar« 
rival at die tank he found that one of thofe with captain Calliaud had 
fu&red the fame misfortune ; fome time was fpent in fixing thefe guns 
on fpare carriages, during whkh the enemy's main body came up, and 
being joined by the reft of their troops, the whole now formed together 
within cannon fhot to the right of the tank, their line extending a 
great way bc3K)nd it towards the city. Their numbers were# 700 Euro- 
peans, fifty dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and loooo horfe, of which fortu* 
nately none were Morattoes. The Englifh army confifted of no more 
than 360 men in battalion, 1500 Sepoys, and eleven troopers. .How- 
ever, encouraged by their ofHcers, the men fhewed no difmay at the fu- 
periority of the enemy's force, and prepared with great alacrity to fight 
their way back to the camp. The Europeans -defiled firft out of the 
tank into the plain, marching onward in a column, ready on the firft oc- 
cafion to face about to the enemy on the right. The Sepoys then followed in 
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1754. a line^ which terminating in a right angle with the rear of the batta^ 
lion, extended to the left of it. The French battalion relying on the 
ftiperiority of their artillery, which were feven field pieces, did not come 
near enough to do much execution with their niufketry ; but their Se- 
poys moving into the rear of the Englifh Sepoys, fiired very finartly; and 
killed and wounded many of them, as well as ibme of the Eurq)eans, 
amongft whom captain Polief received a wound. However, the Englifli 
troops proceeded without making a halt, until they took poffeE&on of ano- 
ther tank, fituated about a mile from that which they had quitted* Juft as 
they had got into this poft, captain Polier received a fecond wound, which 
difabltng him from farther fervice, he gave up the command to captain 
Calliaud. The enemy now ieemed determined to let the Engli(h efeape 
ho farther ; and threatened a general affault on the tank, for their So-« 
poys and cavalry drew up on three fides of it, whilft the French m^ 
naced the other. Major Lawrence, although very ill, ordered himfelf 
to be carried to the top of one of the city gates, and contemplating 
from thence the diipofitions of both armies, trembled for the fate of 
his own ; but it happened otherwiie. The three Englifh field pieces 
were brafs fix pounders, and capable of difcharging a great quanti* 
ty of grape fhot, and the artillery men, with their ufual dexterity and 
calmne&, fired them with fuch vivacity and good aim as the French bat- 
talion advanced, that in a few minutes they ffaiick down near a hundred 
men, which execution flaggering the rcfl, their line halted, irrefblute 
whether to proceed or retreat : captain Calliaud feized this inflant, and 
fallying with all the Europeans, gave them a difchaige of mufketry (6 
well levelled, that it immediately flung them into difbrder, and break* 
ing ' their ranks they ran away in great confufion : their officers endn« 
voured to rally diem, but in vain, for they would not flop before they 
were out of the reach of cannon fhot, and then could not be prevailed 
upon to return to the attack. TTie Sepoys and Myfbre cavalry, who had 
been hitherto kept at bay by the Englifh Sepoys, feeing their Euro- 
pean allies retreating, immediately defifled from the engagement, and 
the whole retreated together by Weycondah to the ifland. The 
Englifli contented with their fuccefs, which was indeed greater than 
could have been expected, did not purfue, but continued their march 
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quietly to the camp ; their Jofs was fev^n Europeans killed, and forty- 
eight, with fix officers out of nine, wounded, and 150 Sepoys were d- 
ther killed or wounded. The enemy fufFered much more, having near 
200 of their battalicMfi, and 300 Sepoys killed or wounded. The con- 
voy which had returned into the woods, receiving information of the 
enemy's retreat, fet out again, and arrived the fame night at the camp> 
which was in fuch want of provifions, that if the enemy had only token 
the refblution of encamping near the ground where th^ had fought, the 
JBnglifh army would have been obliged to march away the next day to 
Tanjorc. 

The enemy reflei9ing with much vexation upon their diigracc, thought 
it neceffary to perform fome exploit which might re-eftablifli their re- 
putation : but not having the heart to attack the Englifh in their camp, 
they deterrnined to wreck their vengeance on the Polygar Tondeman^ 
whoie attachment to the Engli(h had alone enabled them to ftand their 
ground at Tritchanopolyi fo long after they could get no inore prbvifi* 
ons from the Tanjore country. Accordingly the iecond night after the 
;engagement, M. Maiffin with all his Europeans, 3000 Sepoys, and 
2000 horfe, marched into the Polygar's country, with an intention to 
commit every kind of ravage ; but the inhabitants alarmed, removed 
their efFeds, and drove their catde into the thickefl parts of their woods, 
where it was impoffible to follow them^ and the enemy found nothing 
but empty villages to burn, except at Killanore, where after diiperfing 
the Englifh Sepoys ftationed there, they took three or four hundred bags 
of rice, and an iron gun. Vexed that they had with much fatigue beea 
able to do very little mifchief in this country, they refblved to fall on 
the doniinions of the king of Tanjore, and plundering as they went^ 
appeared before Kelly Cottah, which furrendered on the fecood day. 

Major Lawrence not doubting but that the war thus unexpededly 

earned into his country would convince the king of the neceflity of 

a<fting again in conjundion with the Englifh, determined to avail him- 

felf of the firfl impreflion which thefe hoflilides might make upon 

. his mind, and prepared to march away to Tanjore. The guards at Elimi- 

.ierum and the other out-pofts were drawn offi^ 100 of the battalion 

- were lent into the city to augment the garrifbn to 400 Europeans^, and 
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the reft of the army fet out the 23d, at two in the morning, proceed- 
ing through Tondeman's woods. 

Orders at the fame time were fent direfling the reinforcement which 
was waiting at Devi Cotah to march and join the army at Tanjorc. 
The party which had been fent under the command of lieutenant Frazer 
to raife the fiege of Palam Cotah, returned in the month of January to 
Devi Cotah, from whence another was fent in the month of February 
to make an incurfion into the diftrids of Chilambrum, where the French 
had juft colledled a very large harveft of rice : this detachment confift- 
ed of thirty Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, commanded by a volunteer of 
no experience They deftroyed and fet fire to a great quantity of grain 
which they found piled up in ftacks in the fields j but hearing that 
the enemy's principal magazine was at Manarcoile, a pagoda, twelve 
miles fouthweft from Chilambrum, they marched againft the place, 
and fummoned the French ferjeant who commanded in it. * The man 
perceiving that they had no battering cannon, anfwercd their fummons 
by a defiance. The Englifli officer believing, ncverthelefs, that he (hould 
by the fire of his mufketry alone oblige the garrifon to furrender, re- 
mained before the place, making (bmc very auk ward and infufficient dit 
pofitions to reduce it. The French garrifon at Chilambrum apprized of 
this by the ferjeant, marched and came upon them by furprize, and 
the ferjeant fallying at the fame time with 1 00 Sepoys, the party was 
entirely routed, and the officer, with nine of his Europeans, were made 
prifoners. The detachment, under the command of captain Pigou, ar- 
riving foon after this at Devi Cotah, deterred the enemy for fomc 
time from committing any hoftilities in this part of the country ; but 
finding at length that thefe troops, whilft waiting for orders to march 
to Tritphanopoly, did not venture to make any incurfioris into their ter- 
ritories, Mr. Dupleix reaflumed his intentions of reducing Palam Cotah ; 
and in the end of April a party confifting of eight hundred Sepoys and 
feventy Europeans, with three pieces of battering cannon, and fome 
field pieces, appeared before the place; the governor immediately 
applied for afliftance to the company's agent at Devi Cotah: fome 
time was loft in debating whether the troops intended for the reinforce- 
ment of the army at Tritchanopoly ought to be expofed on this fervice : 
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but at lengtli cxaft intelligence being received of tbe enemy's numbers, 
^ it was concluded that they could run no great riique in attacking them ; 
and they marched, accompanied by five hundred Sepoys. Early the 
next morning they arrived within four miles of Palam Cotah ; when 
the enemy difcovering them immediately fpiked up their heavy can-, 
non, blew up and threw into ponds and wells all their ammunition, 
and marched away towards Chilambrum. Five hundred Sepoys were 
detached with orders to harrafs them until the main body (hould come 
up ; but they had fo much the ftart, and continued their march with 
iiich precipitation, that the purfuit was vain. Two days after a report 
prevailed that the Morattoes who had entered the kingdom of Tan* 
jore, intended to intercept the Englifti troops in their return to Devi 
Cotah ; to prevent which they immediately quitted Palam Cotah. The 
French at Chilambrum hearing of their departure, marched out in 
i)q)es of gaining fome advantage over them in the retreat ; and their 
advanced guard of Sepoys came up before the firft divifion had crofled 
the Coleroon ; enfign Rkhard Smith, with the rear guard of three 
iiundrcd Sepoys, was ordered to make head againft them, and kept 
them at a diftance until the reft had gained the other bank ; but as 
loon as he began to retreat with the rear guard, the enemy, now aug- 
mented to the number of one thoufand Sepoys, prefted hard upon him, 
and the fteihes of the Coleroon happening to deicend at this time, the 
river was rifen fo much (ince tbe firft divifion began to crofs, that it was 
now fcarcely fbrdable: the rear, however, having no other refourcc, 
determined to crofs it at all events, and were all the while expoied to 
the enemy's fire ftom the thickets which covered the bank, by vidhich 
twen^ men were wounded, and fbme of the (horteft fize were drown^ 
ed in the ftream. A few days after his return to Devi Cotah captain 
Pigou received orders from major Lawrence to proceed to Tanjore. 

The major purfuing his march through the woods, was niet the 
day after his departure from Tritchanopoly by the Polygar Tondeman, 
whom he received with the refpedt due to his fidelity and attachment to 
the Englifti caufe. The fame day likewiie came an exprefs from the 
king of Tanjore, fraught with compliments for the refolution which the 
major had taken to come to his afiiftance, and prefting him to haften 
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his march. Indeed what had juft happened in his country rendered 
the major's approach every day more and more welcome. From Kelly 
iCotah the enemy went to Coiladdy, which having taken on the 24th, 
they immediately cut through the great bank, which preventing the 
watere of the Caveri from running into the channel d the Cokroon, 
.may be called the bulwark of the fertHity- of the Tanjor* Country. 

This, therefore, was the greatcft mifchief they could do to that 
nation, and ftruck them with fo much confternation, that the king 
thinking it neceflaiy to. (hew fome appearance of vigour, ordered his 
uncle Gauderow to march with 1 500 horfe to TriCatapoly, and punifh 
the enemy J but diis unwaiy general was furprized the next day by 
»n enemy he did not expedL The Nabob, during the courfe of 
the war, had made feveral propofals to induce Mcrari-row to return to 
his own country, but the exorbitance of the demands ori one fide, and 
the diftrefe for money on the other, had hitherto been iafawnount- 
able obftacles to the conclufion of the treaty. The fame caufes haviW 
now feparated die Morattoes from the Myforcaps, the N^hob entertain- 
ed hopes diathe flwuld get rid of this dangerous enemy without «xp8Doe. 
But Morari-K)w lay at Pitchandah,. brooding fcberacs, and "dcteimined 
pot to depart before he had got a certain fum of money jfrom one or 
other of the contending parties, and perhaps from both; The marek 
of Gauderow to Tricatapdy, inftantly fuggeftwl to him that-afevere 
blow ftruck upon thefc troops by the Momrttoes would infellibly induce 
the king of Tanjore, aheady terrified by the incurfiona of the Frfench 
and Myforeans, to furniih the money necefl&iy to' purchafe his retreat * 
if difappointed in this expeaation, he at leaft would have the fatisfaSi' 
on of taking vengeance for the fevcrc blow which the Morattoes had 
fuftained fi-om Monack-jee in the beginning of the year. Animated b^ 
this double motive of intereft and revenjp^ he croffed the two rivers in 
the night with 3000 of his beft ttoops, who fell at day-breafc upon 
Gauderow's party fo furioufly that only 300 with their general efca^* 
the reft, were all either killed or taken prifoners. Two days aftfer this' 
defeat, the English arrived at Tanjore, where they were joined by 
the detachment from Devi Cotah, of ,50 Europeans, ^nd 500 etpoyl 
under the command of captain Pigou. Major Lawrence being zUl 
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time . much indiipofed, dq)uted captain Calliaud to ad in conjun Aion 
with Mr« Palk in the conferences with the king upon the meafures 
necefiary to be taken. 

They found that although the late misfortunes had convinced thtf 
king of his imprudence in withdrawing his afliftance from the Englifh, 
as well a^ in ^placing his general Monack-^jee, they had not weaned 
him from his affe<5tion to Succojee, whofe counfels had brought fuch» 
diflrefs upon.himfelf and his country. Seeking, as irreiblute mindsf 
generally do, to reconcile incompatabilities he wanted to employ the 
general without removing his mortal enemy the minifler. However, 
finding that the difiniflion of Succojee was the only conditio^ on 
which the Engliih would accept of his alliance, and hearing at th^ 
fame time that they daily expeded confiderable reinforcements, ' fuch as 
might enable them to carry on the war without him, he at length con- 
fented to banifli Succojee from his prefence and councils, and not only 
reinftated Monack-jee in the command of the army, but likewife ap- 
pointed bim prime minifter* .Mr. Palk and captain Calliaud, to fe- 
curc .the .king from a^ relapfe^ infifted that the difgraced miniftef 
{hould immediately quit the kingd<xn, and he departed with his family, 
diving out that he was going to viiit {one famous pagoda at a great 
diilance, . the ufual pretext of fuch great men of the Indian religion, 
who think it nece^ry to retreat from danger, or are obliged to retire 
from power. This change, fo eflential to the intercfts of the Nabob 
and the Eaft-India company, was effedted within feven days after the 
arrival of the army at Tanjorc, and Monaek-jee received his conK 
miilions from the king in ceremony on the 7th of June, and imme- 
diately began to levy new troops to repair the lofs which the Tan- 
jorine army had lately fuftaincd ; but as it required fbme time to collc(ft 
the recruits. Major Lawrence requefted the prefidency to haftcn the 
jun£tk)n of Maphuze Khan, and of the reinforcements which were 
arrived at Madrafs from Bombay and Europe ; fo that the whole might 
march from Tanjorc to Tritchanopoly in one body. 

Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in battalion, half Europeans 
and half Topaffes, together with 500 Sepoys, marched to join Maphuzd 
Khan at Conjevaram, and from thence to proceed with him to Tanjore. 
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This man, as fond of being at the head of a body of troops as he was 
incapable of employing them to any good purpofe, (hewed no inclina* 
tion to quit the country about Arcot, giving for a reafon that Abdul- 
wahab Khan had failed to advance the money neceffaiy to fatisfy his 
troops. Under this pretext he ipoved up and down the country, levy- 
ing contributions from fuch forts and polygars as were noj ftrong enough 
to refift him. At length receiving aflurances from the prefidency that they 
would furnifli him with money, provided he would march immediately 
to the fouthward, he fet up his ftandard at Conjevaram in the month of 
May; and aflured them that he would proceed without delay; but Mr. 
Dupleix, well acquainted with his charader, confounded this refolution, 
by . ordering the garrifon of Gingee, with fome other troops, to take 
the field. This body although much inferior to Maphuze Khan's force, 
frightened him fo much that he declared he could not proceed unleis he 
was joined by a detachment of Europeans : in the mean time the 
enemy, encouraged by his imbecillity, advanced from Gingee, and took 
the fort of Outramaloor, which lays about 20 miles nearly weft from 
Sadrafs, and flufhed by this fucccfs they proceeded to another fort ftill 
nearer to Conjevaram : but eqfign Pichard, who had now joined Maphuze 
Klian with a platoon of Europeans, prevailed upon him to march againft 
the enemy, who on dieir approach retreated to Outramaloor; enfign Pi- 
chard finding Maphuze Khan not a little elated with this acknowledg- 
ment of his fuperiority, perfuaded him to follow tbemi, and attack the 
fort, which being in a ruinous condition^ a general aflfault was given, which 
fuccceded, and the enemy ran away in a panick to Gingee^ where they 
fhut themfelves up. This fucccfe, neverthelefs> did not induce Maphuze 
Khai^ to proceed as he had promiied to Tritchanopoly ; but he returned 
to Conjevaram with a refolution not to quit it again until he had received 
the money he had fo often demanded. The .prefidency finding he was 
not to be influenced by any other motive, paid him 50,000 rupees, and 
agreed to pay as much more after he had crofled the Cbleroon; 
this and the jundion of the large detachment fent to accompany himj 
left him wkhout any farther pretences for delay, and he began his 
march from Conjevaram in the beginning of JaiIv. 

Mbrari^ 
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Morari-row retumingt after the vidory he had gained over Gauderow, 
to his camp on the other fide of the Coleroon, purfued the reft of his 
leheme> writing to the Nabob, who was then juft arrived at Tanjore^ 
that if he would give him fecuriry for the pajmient of 300,000 rupees> 
he would return to his own country, and never more be an enemy cither 
to him, the Englifh, or the Tanjorines. The Nabob having no money^ 
applied as the Morattoe had fbrfeen, to the king of Tanjore, who, after 
many meetings confented to fumifti it, and the articles were drawn up 
and figned, fttpulating that 50,000 rupees fhould be paid as foon as the 
Morattoes arrived at Volcondah, 100,000 more when they came to the 
pafs of the weftera mountains, and the remaining 150,000 whea 
they arrived in their own country. Whilft this tranfaftion was car- 
rying on at Tanjore, Morari-row acquainted the regent of Myfore that 
he was in treaty with the Nabob, but offered if the Myforean would 
pay him the arrears he had fo oftien demanded to return to his ailift- 
ance : the regent ient him what money he could fpare, about 50,000 
rupees, which the Morattoe no iboner received than he marched away 
with all his troops to Volcondah, and in the beginning of July left the 
province and went to his own country, which lays about 1 oa miles 
xiorth-^aft from Arcot. Here Morari-*row, after he fursendered Tritch<» 
anopoly to Njzam-^al-muluck in 174I) was permitted to ereft a prin^ 
cipalijty, dependant indeed on the Soubah of the decan, but independant 
of his own nation: as all new ftates are conduced with more vigour 
and attention than fuch as have been long eftabliihed, he fbon madet 
himfelf admired and refpeded by his neighbouis, enlifting none of his. 
countrymen but fuch as were of approved valour, and treating themi 
£0 well, diat they never entertained any thoughts of quitting him : on 
the contrary the whole army feemed as one family jl the fpirit of exploit 
which he contrived to keep up atxiongft them by equitable partitions of 
plunder, rendered them fond of thdr fatigues, and they never complain** 
cd but when they had nothing to do. The choice he made of his of*- 
ficers ftill more difcovered his capacity ; for there was . not a command- 
er of 100 horfe who was not fit to command, the whole j. notwithftandr 
ing which every one was contented in his particular ftation, and they 

aJl lived in perfeft harmony with each other, and in. perfcft obedience 
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to their general. Sci that this body of troops were, without exception, 
the bed foidiers of native Indians at this tioie in Indoftan^ Beiides the 
. qualities common to the reft of the Moratloe nation^ fcurh as aditivity, 
ibatagem, great dexterity in the management of their horfes and fa- 
bres, they had by their confiidts againft-Europeans furmountedin a great 
degree the terror of fire arms, although oppofed to them with the 
fteadieft difcipline ; and what fe more extraordinary^ were even capabk 
of ftanding againft the vivacity of a cannonade from field pieces : al- 
though this terrible annoyance, never made uie of in India before the 
war we are commemorating, continued to ftrike all other Indian 
troops with as much terror as their anceftors felt when regular mufketry 
was firft employed againft them* 

Immediately after the departure of the Englifli army, the garrifoh 
of Tritdianopoly received two or three convoys from the woods, upon 
which the enemy croffed the Caveri, and encamped dn the plain, 
firft at Chuckky-apollam, ^ and afterwards to die' fouth of the city, 
changing their camp fcveral times, between Elimiferum and the five 
rocks : their patroles conftandy traveffmg this llnie rendered it im- 
poffible for the Sepoys at Kellinore to pafs with any more pro- 
vifions, and the garrifon were obliged to live on their flock, vvhich 
with fparing management might lafl for threse months. More than 
one had already elapfed before the treaty with the Morattoes was con- 
cluded at Tanjore ; after which major Lawrence, anxious to return*, 
preffed Monack-jec to march. Few of the generals of India have any 
notion of the value <^ time in military operations, and Monack-jee either 
pretended or found fuch difficulties in recruiting his cavalry, that he de- 
clared he could not be ready before the end of July. Wearied With 
thefe delays, and hoping that fuch a mark of his in>paticnce would 
excite the Tanjorines to follow him, major Lawrence, acccompanicd 
by the Nabob, marched away with the Englifh troops from Tanjore 
on the 22d, and encamped at Atchempcttah, a town in the woods be- 
longing' to the CoUeries, about twelve miles wefl from Tanjore : five 
days after Monack-jee fet up his flandard and joined him with the 
Tanjorine army ; but he now declared that his troops would be greatly 
difTatisfied if they proceeded any ferthcr before Maphuze Khan with 
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the reinforoement that accompanied him came up. The Nabob like* 
wife prefiing major Lawrence to wait for thofe troops, he much againft 
his wiU con&nted, but obliged Monack-jee to colle£t a quantity of pro^ 
Wfions fufficiont to replace what (hould be confumed by theEhglifh 
troops in the field and in Tritchanopoly, during the delay occafioned 
by this reiblutjon. 

At this time a revolution, little expected by any one in India, hap- 
pened in the govccnment of Pondicheriy. The directors of the Englifh 
Baft India company had in the preceding year, made reprefentations to* 
the miniftty of Great Britain, on the hoflilities in which they were in* 
volved on the coaft of Coromandel^ and follicited the fupport of the 
government either to terounate or carry on a war, which their own re- 
fources were little able to continue againft the French company, ftrongly^ 
foppbrtcd by the adminiftration of France. The Britifli miniftry foon 
conceitred the ocoeftity of interfering vigoroufly, to ftop the ambitious 
projeds of Mr. Dupleix, and began a negociation with the French mi- 
suftry on the fubjcdl. Mr. Duvelaer, a diredor of the French company, 
together with his brother the count de Lude, who had both of them 
Kfided Jfor many years in the Eaft Indies, were deputed from Paris, to 
treat with the miniftry in London, and had frequent conferences with 
&e ead of Holdernefie, at diat time one of his majefty's principal fecre- 
tsries of ftat6, who by much application and frequent enquiries from alt 
perfons capable of giving true infomiatioD, had gained an extenfive 
kiiowlege of the fubgeft ; however intricate and little underftood. This. 
minifter finding that the Frendi endeavoured as ufual, to gain time 
ander the pretence of negotiating, prevailed on the king, to order a 
iquadroD of Men of war to be equipped, on board of which a regiment 
vras to be emharkcd-ibr the Eaft Indies. This vigorous relblutioa 
convinced the French admuniftration, that a pcrfeverance in their 
fehemes of nutking conquefts, and obtaining dominions in Indoftan,, 
would ibon involve the two nations in a general war : for which France; 
Was in no wife prepared ; and they confentcd that the diiputes of the 
two companies ftiould be adjufted by commiftaries in India, on a foot- 
ing of equality ; without any regard to the advantages which either the 
one or the other might be in pofleffion of, at the time when the treaty 
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ihould be concluded. It now remained only to choofe fuch commiflk* 
Ties, as would implicitly fulfil thefe intentions, and the French them^ 
&lves, were fo fully convinced that Mr. Dupleix, was not a nwrn fit 
to be traded with a commiffion, whidi contradi(3»i fo ftrongly 
-every part of his condiKSt fince the beginning of the war of Cora- 
mandel, that they for^faw the Englifti miniftry would MpeA the 
good faith of every pacific profefiion they had lately made, if they 
ihould offer to nominate Mr. Dupleix a commiffiuy to adjuft die terms 
of peace. Having therefore no alternative, they of their own accoid, 
^nd -without any appliciatidn from the EngliCb miniftry , took' the reso- 
lution of removing him fi-om the government of Pondicheny ; and ap 
pointed Mr. Godeheu a diredor of the French company, their commii^ 
£aaj to negociate the peace, and at the lame time commands general, 
with abfolute authority over all their (ettlements in the Eaft Indies. The 
£ngli(h company empowered Mr. Saunders, and (bme other members of 
the council of Mad ra(s to treat with Mr. Godeheu. 

On the I ft of Auguft, Mr. Dupleix received advice of thefe refolu- 
tions, and the next dsrjr, a ftiip andbored at . Pondidieny with Mr« 
Godeheu on board. He landed immediately, . proclaimed his commii^ 
£on, and took upon him the adminiftration of the government ; which 
Mr. Dupleix refigned to hitn with the fame aftedtation of compofiireand 
ikenity, that he had always ihewn on every other di&ppointment or n^ 
yerfe of fortune. By this reafonable conduif^, he preferved himfdf from 
an Ignominy which was ready to be exercifed upon him, in cafe he had 
|)roved refraftory, for Mr. Godeheu was furmfhed with one . of thofe 
orders figned b^ the king, which fuperfedes all fprtns of the French laws 
and juri^rudence, by declaring the perfon againft whom it is direded a 
criminal of ftate, and renders all other peribns guilty of high treafen^ 
who refufc to affift in carrying the mandate into execution. His iiiccefibr 
Mr. Godeheu not having occafion to make ufe of this extremity of his 
power, treated him with much refped, and even permitlted him to con- 
tinue the cxhibitbn of thofe marks of Mowiih dignity, which both Mur- 
2afa-jing, and Salabad-jing, bad permitted him to difplay, when 
they appointed him Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe were of various 
£ags and eniignsj various inftruments of military mufic, partkular orm^ 
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mentt for his palankeen, a Moorifli drtik ^itiguiihed likewife with 
ornaments peculiar ta the Nabobfhip ; and in thife equipage, he went 
with great iblemnity to dine widi Mr.Goddieu on the feaft df St Louis. 

Mr. Godeheu immediately on his arrival acquaintdd Mr. Saunders of 
the intentions for which he was iient to India ; and as a proof of his 
earneftnefs to accon^lifli them, fent back to Madra& ifae company of 
Swifs &)diers winch Mr. Dopleix had made prifeners as tliey were gcdtig 
in Mafibolas froth Madrafs to fort St. David in die beginning of die 
preceding year. The two governors entered into a corr^)ondence, and 
Both ieemed defirous c^ agimng to a {^aipcnOan of arms, but until it 
flioi^ be concluded th^ iaemed attentive to lofe no advantage which 
might i)e gained in the field. 

The orders dtiA to haften Maphuze Khan £>Qnd him after many oo- 
nectflary delays juft arrived at fort St. David, wi^ no inclinatkm to pro* 
cecd any fardier. This indeed now icarody depeaicd on his cPWn 
dioice, for his troops, grown rdiraAory from their comi^idtion of his in- 
eapacky, refufed to marcfh before ihcf received more money; noC- 
withftanding the prefidency had paid 50,000 rapces when they fet out, 
and the remaining 50,000 vtras not due before they cro^ the Cde- 
lOon $ but major Lawrence having ho estpedation of eiiential &r^ 
vice from fuch tfoops with fuch a comosiander, thou^ it umiecedary 
to waAe eitho- more time or money to procure thdr afSftante, and or-^ 
dered &e detachment of Europeans to leave diem beliiind. On die i4di 
of Augoft (he dtts^dbmokt arrived at Atdiempettab, and the next day 
the whok army was reviewed in prefence <^ the Nabob and Monack-jee. 

The Eng^idi troops confJfted of 1200 men in battalion, part of them To-- 
pafies, v^^th jooo Sepoys, and 14 field pieces : the Tanjorinds were 2500 
cavahy, and jooo infantry, moflly amied with mufkets, and they had with 
them fomc pieces t>f cannon : the Nabob had only his guard of fifty 
horfe. On die 1 6f!h the army marched and encamped at Natal pettah, 
a village in th« woods, fix miles to the eaft of Elimaferum, and pro- 
ceeding the next day, entered the pkin about a mile to the fouth-eafl 
of this pkce, intending lo pafs between the fugar lerf and the French' 
rocks. The enemy, kifortned by ftouts of their a|^oach| marched 
from ^ir camp at die five rocks to cf^pok their pafiage. 
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A deep watercourfe, fupplied from the Caveri to the eaftward of 
ChBckleya-poUam, interfedts the plain nearly at an equal diftance between 
the French rock and Elimiferum, and ilrikes to the fouth of the fugar 
loaf Tock 5 a large bank ran along that fide of the watercourfe which 
was ncareft to the enemy, who by taking poiTeflion of this bank might 
have obliged major Lawrence either to have altered the courfe of hi» 
march, or to have engaged them under a very great difad vantage : 
but their commander, Mr, Maiflin, for reafons not publickly avow- 
ed, ncgle^Sed to avail himfelf of this advantage. The Englifli army 
advancing clofc by Elimiferum in a dired line from thence to the 
city, perceived and were furprized at this neglect ; and major Lawrence 
unmediately ordered the advanced guard, confining of 400 Sepoys, and 
] GO Europeans with two field pieces, to proceed brifkly and fecure that 
part of the bank and watercourfe over which he intended to march. 
As diey approached the enemy cannonaded them, but did nothing more ;. 
and the whole army foon after crofTed the bank without interrupti- 
on ; after which they halted and formed in two lines, extending ob- 
liquely between the (iigar loaf and the French rocks from the waters 
courfe towards the city. The firft line was compofed entirely of the Englifli. 
troops ; the battalion with the field pieces in the center, and the Sepoys, 
on each wing : in the fecond line was the baggage, accompanied by the 
Tanjorine cavalry and Peans, with the rear guard of 100 Europeans^ 
and 400 Sepoys : in this order they waited for the enemy, who were 
drawn up in a line parallel to them, at about the diilance of a mile : their, 
battalion having been reinforced the night before with 200 men, con- 
fided of 900^ Europeans, and 400 Topafles, who with their Sepoys 
were on the right near the fugar loaf rock : the Myibre cavalry, about 
1 0000, extended fo far to the left, that many of them were drawn up 
to the wcftward of the city ; as their line approached the French advan- 
ced three field pieces, which cannonaded the left of the Englifh line, 
but were foon filenced by a fuperior fire : however, the enemy continued 
to advance until they came within cannon fhot, when they were fired, 
upon firom ten pieces of cannon, which they anfwered with eight. 
The Englifli fire wa? much hotter and better dire<fted than the enemy's, 
and in a few rounds ftruck.down more than fifty of the French batta- 
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Konf J upon which the whole went fuddenly to the right about, and 
marched away towards their camp at the five rocks, in the fame order 
as they had advanced ; major Lawrence preparing to follow them received 
intelligence that his convoy was expofed to a danger which demanded 
his whole attention ; the rear guard by fome miftake quitted their ftation* 
during the cannonade, and formed upon the right of the firft line, and 
Monack-jec likewife quitted the convoy, and drew up the Tanjorine 
cavalry in a feparate body at a diftance, in order to prevent the Myfo- 
reans from falling upon the right flank of the army and baggage. Hi- 
dernaig, the beft officer of the Myforeans, happened to be in this part of 
the plain, and feeing the baggage left without protedion, ordered fome 
of his troops to amufe the Tanjorines in front, whilfl he himfelf with 
another body galloped round the French rock, and fell upon the rear 
of the convoy, amongft which they created no fmall confufion, and 
feized thirty-five carts, fome of them laden with arms and ammunition, 
and others with baggage belonging to the Englifli officers. Major 
Lawrence, as fbon as he difcovered the miftakes which had given rife 
to this difbrder, direded the rear guard to march back to their ftation j 
but before they arrived the enemy were gone off with their booty to- . 
wards Chuckleya-poUam. A party of 500 Topafles and Sepoys, with 
two guns, had crofled the Caveri, and were advancing at this time froni 
Seringham to take pofleffion of the French rock, which being perceived 
by captain Kilpatrick, he fallied with a part of his garrifbn, and cannon^ 
aded them fo briikly that they retreated in great confufion to the ifland. 
Some time was Ipent in reaffembling the fcattered bullocks and coolies ; 
tafter which the army continued their march, and encamped ilear the 
walls to the fouth of the city. Eight Europeans were killed by the 
cannonade, and amongft them captain Pigou, an officer of promifing 
hopes, whofe dgath was much lamented ; near 100 of the French ba-i- 
talbii were killed and wounded ; but jhe irrefolution and faintncfs of 
their behaviour this day was not imputed fo rtiuch to want of courage; 
us to orders, which it was fuppofed their cdmmander Mr. Maiffin haSi 
received, to avoid a-general engagement. " j *• . 

/ The ftock of provifions brought with the army were depofited it^ 
*the city for the ufe of the gar^rifon^ and major Lawrence determined- i6 ' 
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get fupplies for his camp asi ufual from Tanjore and Tofukman's coun- 
try ; but as^ it was necefTary to df ive the enemy from the plain before this 
could be efieded with facility^ he moved on the 20th of Auguft to die 
Facquire's tope, hoping to provoke them to fight. This morion pio-. 
duced a different but a better cffc&y for at noon they iet fire to theur 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellinoor, oppofite to the head of the 
iJdand. In the evening Moxiack-jee^ with the Tanjorines, inviefied £U- 
miferum, where the enemy had a guard of 1 50 Sqpoys, and tbirtoea 
Europeans, with one piece of cannon. Thefe after veiy little refiftancQ 
furrenderod on the 22d ; and a garrifon of 20Q EnglUlk Sepoys, with a 
jfew artillery men, were left to fecurc it. 

Ms^or Lawrence finding that the enemy Oiew^no ioclinatioa to quit 
Moota Chellinoor, mardiedfrom the Faccjuircs tQpe oa the ift of Sq>- 
tembcr, and encamped nearer to them, to the aorth-wcfl: of Warriorc 
pagodas. They had made an inundation on each flank of theur camp ; 
the Caveri was in their rear ^ and they had fiung up works and woiuM^ 
ed cannon tot defend thetr front, which wasi accefiohie onljf by 00^ 
road leading tbwu^ rice fields covered with ^ater. Notwithfta^dii^ the 
advantages of this fitqatioo, they had not coura^ to continue in xt; 
but fuip(e;£Ung that Afi Eirg^ih intended to attack them, they cro^ th^ 
Fiver in the vi^t, and retreated to Seringh^m. The Gn^ifii took poi^ 
tsS&on of the poft they had abandoned^ and finding that they had dose 
oiwch, miicfaief to ^ watercouries wbach from this place ^ppl^ the ditches 
and reiervoirs of Tritchanopoly, they employed 'iboae days in fqpajring 
them ; afier which msyor Lawrence, in conqf)l}ance with a pronufe he lud 
madf t9 the king of Tanjore, detached Monack-jee with the Tanjorine 
troops, accompanied by a party of 220 Europeans, 600 Sepoys, a^d two 
field pieces, under the conimand of captain Jofeph South, to Coiladdy, in 
order to proted the coolies employed there in repairing the great bonk 
which the enemy had ruined in the month of May. The rainy fea^ 
fon being now fet in^ the reft of the Englifh battalion aad Sepoys 
went into cantonmente in Waci ipre pagpdas» on the i ^ of Sep- 
tember. 

At this time a iquadron, under the command of adnoaral Watfbn» 
confiAing of three ihip%, of 6o> 50, and xq gyng, with a flDop> as 
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al£^ ibrerat o^ die Gompany's fliips, arrived on the eoaft, having on 

■ 

board ^ 49th regiment of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
Adkrcron, with 40 of the king's artilleiy men, and 200 recruits 
for the company's troops. The French likewiie had received during 
this fea(bfi» zaoo men> of which number 600 were a body of huffars^ 
under die command c^ Fitlcher, a partisan of feme reputation ; but the 
left were only raw recruits : fb that both fides now Virere able to bring 
inta the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans ; but the Englifh 
tnx;|>s were in quality h much itiperior to the French, that if this long 
and obftiaateiy coatefted war had now refled on the decifion ef the fword> 
diere is no doubt but that the French would ibon have been reduced to afk 
for peace on much kfs advantageous terms dian the prefidency of Madrafl 
were obliged to accede to> in obedience to the orders they now received 
from Europe* Mr. Oodeheu himfelf was fenfible of this difparity> and 
dwading at die fame time the advantages which the Engliih might de* 
rhre from dieir fi|uadron, he ftewed a moderation in his propofah feffi-*^ 
cient to induee Mr. Saunders to agree to. a fuipenfion of arms, beft^re 

the terms ^ the treaty were adjufted* 

The alliet on botb fides were included in this fuipenfion, which was 
pndaimcdl at Madrafs^ Fondicherry^ Tritchanopoly, and m all other 
places oc^ the coaH of Coremandel, where the £ngH(h and French had 
troops, ofy the 1 i^h of 0<Sober ; fix)m this day .it was to continue un* 
til the I ith of Jaouaryi As feon as it was proclaimed major Lawrence> 
wlio now received a commiffion appointing him to the rank of lieute^ 
nant colonel in the king's fervice, quitted Tritchanopoly and came to 
Madrafs, where he was prefented by the prefident> in the name of the 
company, with a fword enriched widi diamonds, as a token of their ac- 
knowledgment of his military fervices. Thefe diflinftions, however^ 

did not countervail his fenfe of the negledl which had been fhewn 
him^ by fending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fuperior rank^ to 
command the Englifh troops in India. 

The two armies at Tritchanopoly, whilfl remaining in expcdation of 
the fufpenfion of arms, had attempted nothing decifive againfl each 
other fince the French retreated to the ifland. The French indeed de- 
tached a flrong party to cannonade the wodcraen repairing the great bank 
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1754, get fupplles fof his camp as? ufual from Tanjore and Toademaa's coun^ 
try : bm aa^ it vcas nccelTary to dnve the enemy from, the plaia before tlus 
could be efieded wkh facility > he moved on the 20th of Auguft to die 
Facquire's tope, hoping to provofee them to fight* This motioa pio- 
daced a di^erent but a better effe(5i:, for at noon they fet fire to thdr 
camp, and retreated to Moota Chellinoor, oppoiite to the head of the 
Hland. In the evenix^ Monack-jee^ with the Taniorines, invefted £lih 
nrifefum, where the enemy had a guard of 150 Sqpays, and thirteen 
Europeans, with one piecQ of cannon. . Thefc after very Ittde refiftaoce 
furrendered on the aad > and a garrifon of 200 EngUfh Sepciys, with a 
jfew artillery men, were left to fecufc it 

M^or Lawrence finding that the enemy Oiew^dtio iodinatioo to qnlt 
Moota Chellinoor, marched from the Facquirc*s tope oa the ift of Sep- 
tember, and encamped nearer to them, to the north-wefl: of Wamcx-c 
pagodas. They had made an ioundation on each flanjk of their camp ; 
the Caveri wais in their rear \ and they had fiung up works and inpm»e<- 
ed cannon toi defend their front, whi^h wa$ accefiohk onljf. l^ qq^ 
road leading through rice; fields covered with water. Notwithftaiidii^the 
advantages of thU fitpatioOi they had not courage to continue io k; 
hut fu^£Ung that dve Evg^iih intended to attack them, they cit^bd the 
Fiver in the lu^t, and retroated to Seringh9«i* "T^m Sngli(h took poi^ 
jlefiioii^ of the poft they had abandoned^ and finding that they had ^wc 
owcbimiiciuef to the watcrcourfts which from this pl^cefopply diedJAehes 
and reiervoirs of Tritchanopoly, diey employed 'ibme days in rqpahing 
them \ after which m^ Lawrence, in con^iance wi^ a pfOGoife he hdd 
ngradp t9 the 'king of Tanjore, detached Moaack-jee with th/e TanjoriM 
troops, accompanied by a party of 220 Europeans, 600 Sepoy $, a«d tw^ 
field pieces, under the command of captain JoTeph Smith, to Coiladdy, in 
order to protect the coolies employed there in repairmg the gr^at bank 
which the enemy had ruined in the month of May. The rainy £ea^ 
fon being now fet in, the reft of the Englifh battalion and Sq)oy$ 
went into cantonments in Wawiore pagodas^ on the i Jth of Sep- 
tember. 

At this time a iquadrQs, under 4ie command of admijal Watfen, 
confiding of three fliips^ oC 6o> 50, and iQ guns,, with a fla^> as 

alfo 



Book V, Hl&TORV Off 7HE Carnatic« * 

alia &?^al of^ the company's ihips, arrived on the coaft, having on 
board ^ 49th re^mont of 700 men, under the command of colonel 
AdiercFon, with 40 of the king's artilleiy men, and 200 recniits 
hr the company's troops. The French likewiie had received during 
tiMS feafbiiy 1 200 men» of which number 600 were a body of huiTars^ 
under the command c^ Flticher, a partisan of fome reputation ; but the 
»ft were oply raw recruits : fo that both fides now Were ab)e to bring 
into the field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans ; but the Englifh 
troops were in quality fi> much iuperior to the French, that if this long 
aiMi ol^iaftte^y conteAed war had now refted on the deciikm ef the fword> 
ikfon is no doubt but that the Frendi woi^ fbon have been reduced to a(k 
for peace on mudi le& advantageous terms dian the prefidency of Madra^ 
were obliged to accede to, in obedience to the orders they now received 
from Europe. Mr. Oodeheu himfelf was fenfible of this difparity, and 
dreading at die fame time the advantages which the Englifh might de* 
five from dieif ((|uadfon» he ftewed a moderation in his propofak ietSi^ 
cimt to indoee Mr. Saunders to agree to. a fu^enfion of arms, before 

d» tenns of the treaty were adjufte^* 

The ai&s on both fides were included in this (ufpeBfion, which wa$ 
pmclaimcdl at M^afs> Pondieherry^ Tritchanopoly, and m all other 
places d^ die coaft of Coremandel, where the Engfiih and Fr^Kh had 
troops, ofy the 1 Hh of 0<Aober ; from this day .it was to continue un- 
til the I ith of January 1 As loon as it was proclaimed major LawFence> 
who new received a commiffion appointing him to the rank of lieute- 
nant cdend in the king's fervice, quitted Tritchanopoly and came to 
Madrais, where he was prefented by the prefident> in the name of the 
company, with a fword enriched with diamonds, as a token of their ac- 
knowledgment of his military fenrices. Thefe diftinftions, however, 

did not countervail his fenfe of the negleft which had been fhewn 
him^ by fending colonel Adlercron, an officer of fupcrior rank, to 
command the Engliih troops in India. 

The two armies at Tritchanopoly, whilft remaining in expcdation of 
the fufpenfion of arms, had attempted nothing decifive againft each 
other fince the French retreated to the ifland. The French indeed de- 
tached a ftrong party to cannonade the workmen repairing the great bank 
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at Coihddy ; zni thefe troops appeared feveral times in fight of captain 
Smith's detachment, but were by the vigilance of that officer prevented 
from giving any interruption to the work : fome other parties likewife 
molefted the coolies repairing the watercourfes at Moota Chellinoor, but 
they defifted as foon as Mahomed IfTouf, wkh fix companies of Sepoys» 
were ftationed there. In other parts of the province very few difturbanccs 
had happened fince Maphuze Khan had marched from Conjevaram to 
fort St. David, where he ftill remained. The Phoufdar of Velore, foon 
after he releafed captain Smith in April, made overtures, ofifering to 
acknowledge Mahonjed-ally; upon which the prefidency of Madrafs gave 
him in writing a promife of their protection fo long as he conformed to 
the allegiance due from him to the Nabob j and Abdul-wahab the Na- 
bob's brother, made a treaty with him on the fame condition. 

To the northward the French had eftablifhed their government in the 
four provinces ceded to them by Salabad-jing, but not without fome 
difficulty and oj^fition. Jaffi:r-ally Khan, the Nabob who had for fome 
time governed the provinces of Rajahmundmm, and Chicacole, refolved 
not to refign them to Mr. Bufly ; and finding Vizeramrauze the moft 
powerful Rajah of diofe countriess with whom he was then at wari in 
the feme difpofition with himfelf, he not only made peace, but entered 
into a league with the Raja ; and both agreed to oppofe the French with 
all their force : in confequence of which treaty they applied for fupport 
to the Engliffi factory at Vizagapatnam, as alfo to the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs ; the Englifti encouraged them in tfieir refolution, but were too 
much occupied in the Carnatic to furnifti the fuocours they demanded. 
The interefts of the Indian princes and Moorifli governors perpetually 
claftiing with one another, and with the intereft of the Mogul, will 
perhaps always prevent the empire of Indofi:an from coercing the 
ambitious attempts of any powerful European nation when not 
oppofed by another of equal force; much lels will any particular prin- 
cipality in India be able to withftand fiich an 'invader. Mr. Moracin, 
the French chief at Mafulipatnam, not having troops enough to 
reduce the united forces of the Rajah and Nabob, made overtures to 
Vizeramrauze, offering to farm out to him the countries of Rajahmun- 
drum and Chicacole at a lower rate than diey had evet* been valued at 
' ' Such 
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Such a temptation was perhaps never refiftcd by^^ny prince in Indoftan, 
and JafFer-ally Khan finding himfelf abandoned by his ally, quitted his 
country full of indignation, and determined to take refuge with Ra- 
gogi Bonfala the Morattae general : travelling with this intention to the 
weftward he fell in with an army of 20000 Morattoes, Commanded by 
the fon of Ragogi Bonfala, whpm he eafily prevailed upon to make 
an incurfion into the Chicacole countries over the mountains, which till 
this time were deemed impaflible by cavalry; but a Polygar, who had 
been driven out of his territory by the Rajah, and accompanied 
the Nabob in his flight, undertook to condudl them through defiles 
and pafles known to very few except himfelf The Morattoes under 
this guide entered the province of Chicacole, whilft the Rajah thinking 
fuch an inroad impoflible, lay negligently encamped near his capital ; 
where falling upon him by furprize, they gained an eafy vidlory over 
his troops, and the Rajah hurried away to Mafulipatnam, to demand* 
affiftancg from the French, In the mean time the Morattoes carried 
fire and fworcl through the province, and more particularly direded 
their ravages againft his patrimonial territory. Amongft other de* 
predations they burnt the Dutch fadtory of Bimlapatnam, in which 
they found feveral chefls of treafure; but they offered no violence 
to the Engliih fadlory of Vizagapatnam. Mr. Moracin immediately de-' 
tached all the force he had, about 150 Europeans, and 2500 Se-' 
poys, to join the Rajah's army, who now marched againft the enemy ; 
but the Morattoes kept iri feparate bodies out of his reach, until they 
had got as much plunder as they could find means to carry away; 
which having fent forward with a confiderable efcort, they, in Order to- 
iecure their booty from purfuit, marched with their main body and 
offered Vizeramrauze battle. The fight was maintained irregularly' 
for feveral hours, but with courage on both fides : the Morattoes,' 
however, at lail gave way before the French artillery: they neverthe-- 
lefs remained fome days longer in the neighbourhood, until they 
heard that their convoy was out of reach of danger ; when they fud- 
denly decamped, crofled the Godavery at a ford which they had difco- 

vered, and pafTmg through the province of Yalore, coafted the northern 
mountains of Condavir, until they got out of the French territories, who ra*- 
^ - ther 
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ther than cxpofe their provinces to a fecond ravage by oppofing their re- 
treat, itt£&red them to proceed without interruption through ieveral difficult 
pafles where they might eafily have been flopped. In the month of July 
Mr. Buily came from Golconda to Mafulipatnam^ from whence he went 
to the city of Rgjamuodrum, and fettled the goverommt of his new ac- 
quifitions, in which the French were now acknowledged £^vereigns, 
without a rival or competitor; for the Morattoes, content with the 
plunder they had gotten, (hewed no farther inclination to aflift JafFer*a% 
Khan in the recovery of his governments ; who having no other reiburce 
left, flung him^ upon the clemency of Salabad-jing, and went to 
Aurungabad, where he made his fubmifHons. 

As foon as the fufpenlion of arms was declared in the Caraatic, Mr. 
Watfon, with the fquadron, kft the coaf^, in order to avoid the flormy 
monibon, and proceeded to Bombay. In the end of December com- 
modore Pocock arrived at Madrafs with a reinforcement of two men of 
war, one of 70 and one of 60 guns. By this time Mr. Saunders and 
Mr. Godeheu had adjufled, as far as their powers extended, the terms 
which were to reflore tranquilli^ to the Camatic. 

They were only impowered to make a conditional treaty^ which was 
not to be deemed definitive, until it had received the approbatbn of the 
two companies in Europe, who had reierved to themfelves the pow- 
er of annulling or altering the whole or any part of it. Tliis 
conditional treaty flipukited as a bails, that the two companies were 
for ever to renounce aU Moorifli government and dignity; were never to 
interfere in any diflferences that might arife between the princes of the 
country ; and that all places, excepting fuch as fhould be ftipulated to re- 
main in the pofleflion of each company, were to be deliv^ed up to the 
government of Indofbn. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a rifque of engaging diem 
in future wars, either with one another, or with the princes of the country. 
In the Tanjore country the Englifh were to polSels Devi Cotah, the 
French, Karical, with their prefent diftrids : on the coaft of Coroman- 
del the Englifli were to poffefs Madrafs and fort St. David; the French, 
Pondicherry, with diflrids of equal value ; and if it fhould appear that the 
Englifh pofleflion in the kingdom of Tanjore and in the Carnatic to- 
gether. 
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gether, were of more value than the French pofleflions in thoie (ion'n- 
tries, then the French were to be allowed an equivalent for this differ- 
ence in a iettlement to be chofen between the river of Gondecama and 
Nizampatnain : . diftri£ts near Mafiilipatnam were to be afcertained of 
equal value with the ifland of «Divi, and of thefe diftrids and the ifland 
a partition was to made as the two nations could agree in the choice: 
to the northward of the diftrids of Mafulipatnam> in the Rajahmundruni 
and Chicacole countries, each nation were to have four or five fubor- 
dinate fadtories,. Or fimple houles of trade, without territorial revenuea* 
chofen fo as not to interfere with one another. Upon theie conditions 
a truce was to take place between them and their allies, on the coafl; 
of Coromandel, until the anfwers (hould be received from Europe con- 
cerning this convention, fioth nations obliged themielves, during the 
truce, not to procure any new grant Or ceflion from the princes of the 
country, nor to build forts ; but they were permitted to repair fuch forr 
tifications as were at this time in their poiTeflion. Neither were to pro* 
ceed to any ceflions, retrocefiions, or evacuations until a definitive 
treaty (hould be concluded in Europe, at which time were to be 
fettled the indemnifications which each was to receive for the expences 
incurred by the war. 

The truce to which this conditional trea^ gave birth, fpecified that if 
either of the European nations committed any ads of hbftility, or in* 
croached upon the poflefilons of the other, commifiaries were to be ap-» 
pointed to examine and adjuil the diipute ; but if the Indian allies of ei- 
ther fide committed violences againft either of the two nations, both 
were to unite in repulfing them : it was likewiie agreed to proceed to an 
exchange of prifoners as far as the number taken by the French extend- 
ed ; this was only 250, whereas the Englifh had 900. 

This convention was in reality nothing more than a ceflTation of ho- 
ftilities for eighteen months } fince there was no pofitive obligation on ei* 
ther of the companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefentatives 
cxprefled in the conditional treaty. In the mean time the French were 
left to enjoy, without interruption, the revenues of all the territories which 
they had acquired during the war. Thefe incomes, according to the ac- 
counts . publifhed by themfelves, were, from Karical in the kingdom of 
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Tanjorc, 96,000 rupees ; from the eighty villages in the diftrid of 
Pondicherry^ 105,000 ; from Mafulipatnam with its dependancies, from 
die ifland of Divi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, and Condavir, all con- 
tiguous territories, 1,441,000 ; from the four provinces of Yalorc, Muf- 
tapha Nagar, Rajahmundrum, and Chicacole, 3,100,000; from lands 
in the Caraatic, to the fouth of the river Paliar, 1,700,000; from the 
the ifland of Scringham and its dependancies, which Mahomed- ally had 
given up to the Myforeans when they came to his affiftance, and which 
the Myforeans now gave to the French, 400,000 ; in all 6,842,000 
rupees, equal to 855,000 pounds flerling. 

The acceilions which the Englifh had made during the war to the ufujd 
incomes of their fettlements on the coafl of Coromandel, were no more 
than 800,000 rupees, drawn annually from lands laying to the north of 
the Paliar, mortgaged by the Nabob to reimburfe the great fum of money 
they had defrayed on his account in military cxpences. It was therefore 
evident that no motive of ambition had induced them to carry on thfe 
war : on the contrary, the continuance of it was deemed, and perhaps 
with reafon, incompatible with the exiftence of the company ; otherwife 
it would be impoffible either to account for or excufe the condadt of 
the directors, by whofe orders the prefidency of Madrafs was obliged 
to conclude a truce on fuch precarious and unequal terms as would ena« 
ble the French to recommence the war with double ftrength if the con-J- 
ditional treaty was not accepted by their miniftry in Europe, who for this 
very reafon might be flrongly tempted to rejed it. However the Englifh 
kept one advantage in their power, by not releafing 650 prifoners whom 
they had taken during the war more than the French had taken from 
them ; and they derived another advantage of the greateft confequence, by 
the removal of Mr. Dupleix from the government of Pondicherry. He 
departed on his voyage to Europe on the 14th of Odober, having firft 
delivered his accounts with die French company to Mr. Godeheu, by 
which it appeared that he had difburfed on their account near three 
milions of rupees more than he had received during the courfe of the 
war. A great part of this fum was furnifhed out of his own eftate, and 
the refl from monies which he borrowed at interefl from the French in- 
habitants at Pondicherry, upon bonds given in his own name. Mr. 
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Godeheu referred the difcuflion of thefe accounts to the direftors of 
the company in France, who pretending that Mr. Dupleix had made 
thefe expences without fufEcient authority, refufed to pay any part of the 
large balance he ailerted to be due to him : upon which he commenced 
a law-fuit againft the company ; but the miniftry interfered and put a 
ftop to the proceedings, by the king*s authority, without entering into 
any difcuflion of Mr. Dupleix^s claims, or taking any meafures to fa- 
tisfy them. However, they gave him letters of protedion to fc-» 
cure him from being profecutcd by any of his creditors. So that 
it is fuppofed^his prefent fortune is much lefs than that which he was 
poffeflcd of before he entered upon the government of Pondicherry 
in 1742. His conduft certainly merited a very different requital from 
his nation, which never had a fubjeft fo defirous and capable of ex- 
tending its reputation and power in the Eafl-Indies: had he been 
fopplied with the forces he defired immediately after the death of 
Anwar-a-dean Khan, or had he afterwards been fupported from 
France in the manner neceffary to carry on the extenfive projefts he 
bad formed, there is no doubt but that he would have placed Chunda- 
faheb in the Nabobfliip of the Carnatic, given law to the Soubah of 
die Decan, and perhaps to the throne of Delhi itfelf, and have eftablifh- 
cd a fovereignty over many of the moft valuable provinces of the em- 
pire; armed with which power he would eafily have reduced all the 
other European fettlements to fuch reftridions as he might think pro- 
per to impofe : it is even probable that his ambition did not ftop here, 
but that he intended to expel all other Europeans out of Indoftan, and 
afterwards ifrom all other parts of the Eaft-Indies, for he was known 
often to fay, that he would reduce the Englifh fettlements of Calcutta 
andMadrafs to their original ftate of fifliing towns. When we confider 
that he formed this plan of conqueft and dominion at a time when all 
other Europeans entertained the higheft opinion of the ftrength of the 
Mogul government, fuffering tamely the infolence of its meaneft of- 
ficers, rather than venture to make refiftance againft a power Which 
they chimerically imagined to be capable of overwhelming them in an 
inftant, we cannot ^refrain' from acknowledging and admiring the fagacity 
of his genius, which firft difcovered and deipifed this illufion. Bijt mi- 
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litary qualifications were wanting in iiis compofitlon to carry effedually 
into execution projects which depended To much upon the fuccefs of mt« 
litary operations } for although fufficiently vcrfed in the theory of war, 
iie had not received from nature that firmnefs of mind, which is capable 
of contemplating inftant and tumultuous danger with the ierenity necef^ 
fary to command an army j nor were there any officers at Pondicherry 
of fufficient abilities to oppofe fuch as we have feen commanding 
the Englifli forces 5 for as it was Mr. Duplcix's cuftom to remove tte 
commander after a defeat, no lefs than fix had been employed by 
him in this ftation with equal ill fuccefs fince the beginning of the year 
1752 : the only man of diflinguifhed capacity, who ferved under him, 
was Mr. Buffy, and his condudt to this officer fhewed that he knew the 
valueof merit, and was capable of employing it to the utmoil advantage ; 
for although Mr. Bufly had by his expedition to the northward acquir* 
ed much reputation, and an eflate much greater than his own, he beheld 
his fuccefles without the leafl envy, and implicitly followed his advice in 
all affairs of which Mr. BufTy, by his fituation, might be a better judge 
than himfelf; from whence it may be prefumed, that inflead of perfe* 
cuting he would hive agreed as well with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, if 
that officer had come into India with a commiffion dependant on hia 
authority ; but his pride could not with patience fee an equal purfuing 
ichemes fo different from bis own, in a country where he was laying 
the foundation of fb much greatnefs and r^utation for himfelf. Here, 
therefore, envy d>fcured his underftanding, and warped his mind to in* 
jiiflice : in his private life he is nevertbelefs acknowledged to have been 
friendly and generous to fuch as had any merit, without being impla- 
cably fevere to thofe whofe incapacity or mifcondud difconcerted his 
fkhemes. The murder of Na2;ir-jing is the only s£t of atrocious iniquity 
which is imputed to him ; but even in this no proofs have ever appear* 
cd that he either inftigated the Pitan Nabobs, or concurred with them 
in planning the aflaffination of that prince. He no fi)oner quitted Pon* 
dicherry than the antipathy, which many had conceived againfl him 
from the haughdnefs and pride of his demeanour, fubfided s and all his 
countrymea concuried in thinking that his diimiffion from the govern- 
ment 
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meof of Pondichcrry was die grtateft detriment tfatt could have happen* 
cd to their interefts in India. 

Hie treaties were publiChed on the 1 1 di of Januacy, die day on which 1 75 5< 
the former fu^niion of arms ended» and two days after Mr. Saunders quit* 
ted the government of Madrafi, 9nd proceeded to England. At die end 
of January Mr. Wat£)n, with his fquadron, arrived from Bombay at fort 
St. Oavid> having made the paiTage againft a contrary monfbon, with 
aloioft as much expeditkm as if they had failed at a favourable feafon of 
the year, in the beginning of February Mr. Godeheu, having fulfilled 
the principal . intentions of his commiflion, quitted Pondicherry and re-» 
turned to France, leaving die power of the governor much more limit* 
ed than it had been in the dme of Mr. Dupleix. The two preiiden<» 
cies^ now at peace with eadi odier, gave their whole attention to ma* 
nage their refpedlivc territcx'ies, revenues, and alliances, to the beft 
advantage, without infringing the truce. 

• The Myforeans could not be made to underftand that they V/ere no 
longer at liberty to commit hoftilities againft the Englifh or the Na- 
bob ; and when advifed by die French to return to his own country, 
the regent (aid that he was under no obligation to regard any treaties that 
heliad not made himfelf : diat therefore he (hould never leave Seringa 
ham onta he had got Tritdianopoly, which he did not de^ir ef d^ 
feding even without their affiftance : finding, however, that the French 
thought diemfelves obliged to acquaint the £ngli(h of any fcbemes diat 
he might put in pradkice for this purpofe, he oflered die commanding of- 
ficer 300,000 rupees if he wo^ld retire with the French troops to Pondi* 
cherry, and leave him at liberty to cany on his proje^ without eontroul i 
the Englid), however, were under no apprehenfions of the efk&s of them, 
and at the requeft of the Nabob a detachment of 500 Europeans and 
%ooo Sepoys were ordered to proceed into the countries of Madura and 
Tinnivelly, to aflift in reducing them to his obedience. Maphuze Khan, 
who arrived at Tritchanopoly in the end of December with 1000 horfei 
was appointed by the Nabob his repreientative in thofe countries, and 
joined his troops to the Englifh detachment ; the Nabob himfelf like- 
wife tefolved to accompany them fome part of the way. 

This 
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This army, commanded by lieutenant colonel Heron, an officer lately 
arrived from England, fet out in the beginning of February from their 
cantonments at Warriore pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tritchanopoly, at a village called Manapar, where the Polygars of 
this part of the country had previoufly been ordered to fend their agents 
to fettle their accounts with the Nabob. The four principal Polygars 
obeyed the fummpns ; and their agents gave obligations promifing to 
pay the tributes that were due j but the Nabob knowing the deceitful 
charadler of thefe chiefs in general, defired that the army might re- 
main at Manapar until the money was paid, and fent officers to colled 
it ; who on their return reported that the Polygar Lachenaig, after pay- 
ing a part, refufed to pay the remainder.. Upon this it was refblved to 
attack his country, and the army after marching ten miles to the fouth-- 
weft of Manapar, in the high road leading to Dindigul, came in fight 
of his woods, laying about two miles to the wefl of that road. 

The fubjedls of this, as well as of all the other Polygars in thefe fbuth- 
crn parts of the peninfula, are CoUeries, a people differing in many re- 
fpeds from the red of the Indians, and hitherto little known to Europe- 
ans ; they fally in the night from their receffes and flrong holds to plun-^ 
der the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages of their cattle, which if 
they cannot bring dway alive, they kill with their long fpears : by con- 
flant pradtice in thefe exploits they acquire fo much dexterity and au* 
dacity that they will for hire undertake to fleal and bring off a horfe 
even from the center of a camp 5 they are fo far from thinking it a 
difgrace to be accounted thieves, that they value themfelves upon excel* 
ling in the profeflion, and relate to flrangers flories erf" delperatc and 
fuccefsfiil thefts accomplifhed by their countrymen, with as much com- 
placence as other people commemorate the heroic adions of their an* 
ceflors ; and indeed when booty is the objed, they regard danger and 
deadi with indifference, of which the Englifh officers themfelves faw a 
very flriking example, whilfl they were befieging the French and Chunt* 
dafaheb in Seringham. Of the party of CoUeries employed at that tioac 
by the Englifh to fteal the enemy's horfes ; two brothers were taken up 
and convidted of having flolen, at different times, all the horfes bdiongr 
V)g f:o major Lawrence and captain Clive 5 the prifoners did not deny 
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the fad ; but being told that they were to be hanged, one of theta of- 
fered to go and bring back the horfes in two days, whilft the other rc- 
^lained in prifon^ provided that both (hould be pardoned. This propofal 
being agreed to, one of them was releafed -, but not appearing in the ftipu- 
lated time, major Lawrence ordered the other CoUery to be brought before 
him and afked him the reafon why his brother had not returned, bidding 
the prifoner prepare for death if the horfes were not produced before 
the next evening : to this theCollery with great compofure replied, that 
he was furprized the Engliih fhould be fo weak as to imagine that ci- 
ther he or his brother ever had any intentions of reftoring fo valuable 
a booty, which would make the fortunes of their whole family ; feeing 
they had it in their power to retain it, at no greater cxpcnce than 
his fingle life, which had often been hazarded for' a fingle meal : 
he added, that the Englifli could not blame them for having con- 
trived the efcape of one of the two, when both, if unavoidable, would 
willingly have died rather than reftore the horfes. The man uttered 
this ridiculous apology with the appearance of fo much indifference 
to the fate that threatened him, that it moved both the laughter 
and compaffion of the audience; and captain Clive interceding with 
major Lawrence, he was difmifled, without any puniftiment. Father' 
Martin, a Jefuit, who refided ten years in the neighbouring country 
of Morana, defcribcs the CoUerics as more barbarous than any favages 
in any part of the globe; aflerting, that when two of the nation, 
either male or female, have a quarrel with one another, each is oblig- 
ed by an inviolable cuftom to fuffcr and perform whatfoever tor- 
ments or cruelties the other thinks proper to inflidt, either, on himfelf 
or any of his family ; and that the fury of revenge operates fo ftrongly 
amongft them, that a man for a flight affront has been known to mur- 
der his wife and all his children, merely to have the atrocious fatisfac- 
tion of compelling his adverfary to commit the like murders in his own 
family : but fortunately for the honour of human nature, none of the 
Englifh officers have hitherto been able to diflinguifh any traces of thefe 
diabolical pradices, and the Jefuit ftands fingle in his affertion. The 
whole country poffefTed by the P.olygar Lachenaig is fortified either by 
nature or art ; for it is furrounded by hills laying at fome diflance from 
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one aaother, which b^ing craggy and covered with buOics and loofe 
flone^, are impaflible to any excepting the Colleries themfdves; and 
from hill to hill are flung up works peculiar to the rude but cunning 
charader of thefe people ; for they confift of a thick wall, compded 
of large ftones laid upon one another, without cement, and fknked at 
proper diftances by round towers made of earth, well rammed down ^ 
before the wall is a deep and broad ditch, and in front of the ditch a 
broad hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet, that it cannot be penetrated 
without the hatchet or fire. 

The army began early in the morning to attack a part of this bar- 
rier : the field pieces were placed upon an enunence from whence they 
commanded the towers that defended the face of attack ; the Colleries 
appointed to guard the towers not being accuflomed to the annoyance of 
cannon fl)ot, fbon abandoned them ; but numbers, nevertheleis, armed 
with matchlocks, and bows and arrows, perfifled in defending the hedge, 
hiding themfelves within it, and firing with excellent aim through the 
imalleft intervals; whilil others appeared on the hills on each hand, 
leaping and bounding, by the help of their long fpears, from ftone to 
ftone, with the agility of monkeys, and howling and fcreaming in hopes 
to terrify the aflailants ; but as foon as they found themfelves within 
reach of their fire, they gained the fummits again as nimbly as they had 
deicended : returning, however, in the fame manner as fix>n as the firing 
ceafed. At length, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, the army, after 
having lofl feveral men, forced their way through the barrier, when 
Mahomed Iflbuf was detached with 500 Sepoys, fbme Europeans 
and a field piece, to attack the principal town, diflant about four 
miles from that part of the barrier through which they had forced dieir 
way ; but before the detachment came within ' fight of the town, 
they were unexpectedly flopped by another circumvallatiqn of the 
fame kind, but ftronger than the firfl : here the enemy had afifembled 
their whole force, and defended themfelves with much more obfHnacy 
than before; infomuch that Mahomed Iflbuf, after lofing 100 Se- 
poys and 12 Europeans, was obliged to fend for fuccours from the 
main body ; from whence a party of 1 00 Eurq3eans was immediately 
detached to his afliflance ; ^ut before they arrived, the enemy having 
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expended all their ammanitlon^ abandoned their defences and difappear* 
cd. The army then proceeded without any interruption to their prin- 
cipal town, which they found likewife deferted, the enemy having re- 
tired with their cattle to the hills out of the reach of farther" purfuit : 
however, Lachenaig finding that they (hewed no inclination to quit 
his country, renewed his negociatioh, and in a ifew days paid the 
refraining part of his tribute. The Nabob now returned to Tritch- 
anopoly, and the army, together with Maphuze Khan, proceeded to 
Madura, where they arrived in ten days. This city, fince the death of 

AUum Khan, which happened in April 1752, had remained in the 
pofleflion of another partizan in the intereft of Chundafaheb's fa- 
mily, who regarding his government as a tranfitory pofleflion, and in- 
tent upon nothing but amaflSing wealth, had neglefled to repair the 
fortifications, and kept only a flender garrifon, very infufficient to do- 
fend a place of fuch extent : he, therefore, now retired with his 
garrifon to Coilgoody, a ftrong pagoda, fituated about eight miles to 
the eaft, and the army entered Madura without the leaft oppofition. 
Here they received a deputation from the Polygar Morawar, whofc 
country adjoins to the weftcrn diflxids of Madura and Tinevelly. 
The Polygar apologized for his condudl during the war in fiding with 
Chundafaheb and the Myforeans, defired to be pardoned for that of- 
fence, and inlreated to be received into alliance with the Englifli, under 
whofe protection he promifed to remain faithfiil to the Nabob. As a 
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, he offered to give the company 
two fettlements on the fea-coaft of his country, oppofite to Ceylon, which, 
as he juftly obferved, would greatly facilitate their future communications 
with Tinevelly, for they had at prefent no other way of approaching 
that city but by a tedious and difficult march of fcveral hundred miles ; 
whereas reinforcements might come by fea fi-om Madraft or fort St. David 
in four or five days to the fettlements he intended to give, from which 
the march to Tinevelly was no more than fifty miles. Thefe oflfers 
colonel Heron deemed fo advantageous, that .without confulting the pre* 
fidency, he entered into an alliance with the Polygar, and as a mark of 
the Englifh friendftiip, gave his deputies three En^lifli flags, with per- 
miflion to hoift them in their country wherever they ftiould think 
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^7^^\ proper. After this bufinefs was concluded, and the ncccflary rcgulati- 
ODS made to e(labU{h the Nabob's authority in the city, colonel Heron 
determined to attack the fugitive governor in Coilgoody. The greateii 
part of the Sepoys virere fent forward in the evening, under the com- 
mand of Mahomed Iflbbf, with orders to inveft the pagoda clofcly until 
the battalion came up j but by fome miftake they halted at the 
diftance of two miles from the place, and the governor receiving by his 
fpies, intelligence of colonel Heron's intentions, fled in the night, leaving, 
however, the greateft part of his troops to defend it. The next day the 
battalion fet out from Madura, with two eighteen pounders 5 but the 
march laying through a rugged road, the carriages of thefe cannon broke 
down, and there were no ipare carriages to replace them -, fo that when 
the troops appeared before the pagoda, they had none of the common 
preparations necefiary to attack it, having even forgot to provide fcaling lad- 
ders. Colonel Heron, however, thinking it a di(grace to retreat after he had 
fummoned the place, determined to force his way into it by burning 
down the gate with bundles of ftraw ; an expedient which probably was 
fuggefted to him by his Indian domeftics, in whom he placed great confi- 
dence ; for we have fcen the natives employing this method of attack at 
Atchevaram. The moft refolute men in the army regarded the attempt 
as rafli and impradicable j but colonel Heron, to filence their remonftran- 
ces, fet the example, and carried the firft torch himfelf. Excefs of 
courage, however defperatcly or abfurdly employed, feldom fails to in- 
tereft thofe who arc fpedtators of it, and often obliges them to partici- 
pate of the danger even againft the convidions of their reafon : Mahomed 
Iffouf, the commander of the Sepoys, who had more than any one ri- 
diculed the madnefs of this attempt, no fboner faw colonel Heron ex- 
pofmg himfelf in this defperate manner, contrary to all military rules, 
than he followed his example, and accompanied him with another 
torch ', fo that the two principal officers of the army were now feen adl- 
ing the part of volunteers, leading a forlorn hope. Succefs, however, 
contrary to the general expeftation, rewarded their endeavours, and in 
Icfs than an hour the gate was burnt down, when the foldiery rufli- 
cd in, and in their firft fury put feveral of the garrifon to the fword : 
they were then permitted to plunder, and nothing,' as ufual, efcaped 
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them ; for finding in the temples of the pagoda a great number of lit- 
tle brazen images, worfhipped by the people of the country, and parti- 
cularly by the Colleries, they tore them down from their pedeftals, 
hoping to fell them at lead for what the weight of the metal might 
be worth. After this exploit, for which the people of the country 
held them in utter deteftation, the troops returned to Madura ; when 
leaving a garrifon of Europeans and Sepoys for the fecurity of the 
city, the reft of the army, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, pro- 
ceeded to Tinevelly, where they arrived alout the middle of March. 
This town is without defences, and no body appeared to oppofe their 
entrance into it : the renters of the open country followed the example 
of the capita], and acknowledged the Nabob without hefitation -, but 
many of the neighbouring Polygars made pretences to evade the pay- 
ment of the tribute due from them^ The moft confiderable of theie 
chiefs was Catabomanaig, whofe country lies about fifty miles north- 
caft fi'om Tihevelly ; and it being imagined that the inferior Polygars 
would not hold out long after he fhould have fubmitted, a detachment 
of 200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fcnt 
to reduce him. 

Some days after another detachment, confifting of zoo Europeans, 
and 300 Sepoys, with two field pieces, were fent to attack the fort of 
NeUecotah, fituated forty miles to the fouth of Tinevelly. Thefc troops 
&t out at midnight, and performed the march in eighteen hours : the 
Polygar, ftartled at (he fiiddcnncfs of their approach, fcnt out a deputy, 
who pretended he came to capitulate, and promifed that his mafter 
would pay the money demanded of him in a few days ; but fuipicions 
being entertained of his veracity, it was determined to detain him as a pledge 
for the execution of what he had promifed, and he was delivered over 
to the charge of a guard. The troops were fo much fatigued by the ex- 
ceflive march they had juft made, that even the advanced centinels could 
not keep awake, and the deputy perceiving all the foldiers who were 
appointed to guard him, fail afleep, made his efcape out of the camp, 
and returned to the fort; from whence the Polygar had fent him only to 
gain time, in order to make the neceflary preparations for his defence. 
This being diicovered early in the morning, it was determined to ftorm 
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the place, of which the defences were nothing moire than a mud wall 
with round towers. The troops had brought no fcaling ladders^ but the 
outfide of the wall was Cbping, and bad many defts worn into it by 
the rain> £> that the aflfault, although hazardous, was neverthekis prac- 
ticable. It was made both by the Europeans and Sepoys with undaunt- 
ed courage, in ieveral parties at the fame time \ each of which gained 
the parapet without being once rcpulfcd, when the garrilbn retired to 
the buildings of the fort, where they called out for quarter ; but the fol- 
dierS) as ufual in defperate afTaults, were fo much exafperated by a ienfe 
of the danger to which they had expofed themfelves, that they put all 
they met to the fword, not excepting the women and children, fufier- 
ing only fix pcrfons out of four hundred to efcape ialive : (brry we are 
to fay, that the troops and officers who bore the grated part in this 
fhocking barbarity, were the braveft of Englifhmen, having moft of 
them ferved under colonel Lawrence on the plains of Tritchanopoly : 
biit thofe who contemplate human nature will find many reafons, fiip- 
ported by examples, to difient from the common opinion, that cruelty 
is incompatible with courage. 

Meanwhile the Polygar Morawar was fb delighted at the fiicceis of 
his negociation with colonel Heron, that as a farther proof of his good 
intentions to the Englifh, he ordered 5000 men, under the command 
of his brother, to march and aflift them in reducing the Polygars of 
Tinevelly 5 but the king of Tanjore and Tondeman having many years^ 
been at implacable variance with the Morawar, beheld the marks of 
favour which had been fhewn to him with the utmofi: jealoufy, and 
reprefented their deteftation of them in the ftrongcft terms to the 
prcfidency of Madrafs, alledging that they themfelves could have no 
reliance on the friendship of the English, if they faw them making 
treaties with their mortal enemies. TTie prefidency, unwilling to give 
umbrage to thcfe allies, whofe afliftance they might probably (bon 
ftand in need of again, direfted colonel Heron to break off all farther 
communication with the Morawar : thefe orders, however, did not ar- 
tive before the Morawar's troops were advanced within five mites of Tine- 
-velly s when they were abruptly told, that if they did not immediate- 
ly march back to their own country they would be treated as en^nies : 
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not> howe?er> imagining diat the Englifh would proceed to fuch ex- 
ttemities, diey remained in their camp» and endeavoured to commence 
a nc^gbciation ; but the orders which colonel Heron had received were 
£6 peremptory, that he thought himielf obliged to march and attack 
them ; on this they decamped with fuch precipitation, that they left 
bdiind them a great part of their baggage, with ibme horfes, which 
were plundered by the Sepoys of the advanced guard. 

The revenues which had been colledted during this expedition, 
did not amount to die expences of the army : part of the tributes 
were embezzled by Maphuze Khan, and part was likewife diminifhed 
by the prefents which colonel Heron, with too much avidity, conicnted. 
to receive ftx>m thofe who had accounts to ietde with the government. 
In . the mean time Mafdraze Khan, in concert with colonel Heron's in- 
terpreter, ccmtrived every means to make the ftate of the province ap-- 
pear left advantageous than it really was 3 and then made an offer to take- 
die farm of the Madura and Tinevdly countries together at the yearly 
xent of 1^500,000 rupees : this propo£d was ieconded, as ufual, by the: 
offer of a confiderable pcdent,. which colonel Heron aoc^ted, and gave: 
bim the inveftiture of the countries* 

Whilft thefe tran£b£tions paBibd to die Ibuthward, the MylcM-eans re-> 
imimd. encamped at Seringham, whoe the regent had been diligendy 
employed ia &hemes to get pc^i^ion of Trit3chanopoly : his principal- 
xd&mce for the accom{^iihnient of diie defign, was on a bramin, who< 
perfuaded him that he had made a fhong party in the city, and that 
he had ieduced many of the garriibn : the man even carried his impof^ 
ture ib far, that he mentioned the rime when, as he pretended, the- 
regent's party in the city defired he would make the attack. The- 
regent, elated with this chimerical hope, could not re&ain from re^- 
vealing a fecret, which gave him fo much fatisfadion,. to M. de.^ 
-Sauilay, the commander of the French troops, who immediately 
fent intel^ence to the ^rrifbn: captain Kilpatrick returned him^ 
thanks for the infomiarion *, but to (hew the contempt in which he* 
held the military charadtcr of the > Myforeans, he defired de Sauflay 
to acquaint the; regent, that if he would venture to make the attack, the 
gatea of the city (hould be left open to n^eive him.^ Soon after the re- 
gent* 
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gent received hews from Myfore, informing him, that ia hrge army of 
MorattoeSi under the command of Balazarow, who had levied a con- 
tribution from his country iii the preceding year, was approaching again 
to the frontiers ; and that Salabad-jing, at the head of his army, ac- 
companied by the Freach troops under the command of Mr. Bufly, 
was Hkewife advancing to demand the Mogul's tribute, which had 
never been paid (ince the death of Nizam-al-muluck. Alarmed by this 
intelligence, he immediately prepared to return to his own country, and 
on the 1 4th of April the great drum, the fignal of decamping, was 
beaten, and the whole army crofling the Caveri marched away; 
leaving the French in poflcffion of the ifland of Seringham, and the 
other territories which the Nabob had made over to him on his arrivaJ, 
and of which he had from that time coUeded the revenues. 

It is difficult to find an example of a prince conducing himielf with 
more weaknefs than the Myforpan in the courfe of this war : the Na- 
bob procured his aififtance by a promiie which he never intended to per- 
form ; aiid indeed, had theMyforean been endowed. with common faga- 
city, he might have forefeen that the poffeffion of Tritchanopoly, the 
objedl of all his endeavours, would have been the greateft misfortune 
that could have happened to him, fince it would certainly iboner or 
later have involved him in a war with the Mogul government, which 
probably would have ended in reducing the kingdom of Myfbrc iticlf, 
like the Camatic, to be a province of the empire. The Nabob's breach 
of faith in refufing to deliver up the city to him, only ferved to exaf^ 
perate his eagernefs to get poflcffion of it, which rendered him as great 
a dupe to the promifes of Mr. Dupleix, as he had been to thofe of 
the Nabob j for it is certain, and he at lafl difcovered it himfelf, that 
the French never intended to give him Tritchanopoly if they had fuc- 
ceeded in taking it : nor was he lefs deluded by his ally Morari-row, 
who after perfuading him to affifl the French againfl the Nabob, de- 
ferted him as foon as his treafures began to fail. At length, after having 
wafted three years, abfent from his own country at the head of an ar- 
my of 20000 men, he was obliged to return without receiving the 
leaft compenfation for the expences he had incurred, or any fecurity for 
the reimburfcment of them : for what reliance he might have upon the 
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condidonal treaty was lltde better than chimerical, fince many unfore-* 
ieen events might render that convention abortive. 

The prefidency of Madrafs hearing of Salabad-jing^s approach to the 
weftern confines of the Carnatic, entertained fuipicions that he might be 
tempted, notwithftanding the conditional treaty, to enter the province > 
from this apprehenfion they fent orders to colonel Heron to return incef- 
fantly with the troops under his command to Tritchanopoly : how- 
ever, Maphuze Khan prevailed upon him to remain until he receiv- 
ed a fecond and more peremptory order, which came foon after; 
upon which he recalled the detachment which had been fent againft 
the Polygar Catabomanaig, and prepared himfelf to quit Tinevellyj 
the detachment had been as far to the north-eafl as Shilinakim-- 
pettah, the principal fort of the Polygar, who on their appearance 
entered into a negociation, paid ibme money in part of the tribute due 
from him, and gave hoftages as fecurity for the reft ; fomc money was 
likewifc received from feveral inferior Polygars, but the whole collection 
did not exceed 70,000 rupees : as foon as the troops received the orders 
to return, they fummoned Catabomanaig to redeem his hoftages, but 
he knowing that they would not venture to ftay any longer in his coun- 
try, made fome trifling exqufes, and without any concern fuflfered them 
to carry the hoftages away with them. On the 2d of May colonel 
Heron quitted Tinevelly, but inftead of proceeding direftly to Tritcha- 
nopoly, fufiered himfelf to be perfuaded by Maphuze Khan to march 
againft Ncllytangaville, a fort fituated about thirty jniles to the weft of 
Tinevelly, belonging to a Polygar who had with much contumacy re- 
fufed to acknowledge the Nabob's authority : on the march he was join- 
ed by the detachment from the north-eaft. It was the misfortune of 
colonel Heron to place the utmoft confidence in his interpreter, and to 
be conftantly betrayed by him ; for before the army arrived in fight of 
the fort this man had informed the Polygar that they had no battering 
cannon, and that they would not remain long before the place : the Poly- 
gar, therefore, fecure in his fort, which was built of ftone and very ftrong, 
anfwered the fummons with infolence ; upon which the field pieces and 
two cohorns fired fmartly upon the fort for feveral hours ; but this an^ 
noyance producing no eftedt, another mefTage was ient, offering tliat the 
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army {hould retire, provided he would pay ao^ooo rupees. The Polygar 
relying on the information which he had received from the inter- 
f^er, and encouraged by this relaxation in the terms which were at firft 
propoied to him, anfwered with great contempt, that fuch a fum could 
not be raifed in his whole country, and that he knew the value c^ money 
too wdl to pay a fingle rupee. By this time the army were much dii^ 
trefled for provificnis of all kinds, and the Sepoys ready to mutiny for 
want of pay; both which Maphuze Khan had promifed, but had 
Qegle£led to fupply ; it was therefore determined to mairch away to Ma* 
dura, where they arrived, accompanied by Maphuze Khan, on the zzd 
of May. 

Colonel Heron ftayed no longer here than was neceflary to refrefh 
the men and fettle the garriibn, in which he left a thoufand Sepoys, 
under the command of Jemaul*faib, an officer of ibme r^utation, and 
next in rank to Mahomed Iflbuf. The army had now to pafs one of 
the moft difficult and dangerous defiles in the peninfula, fituated in a 
country inhabited by CoUeries, who had, ever fince die departure of the 
army from Madura, threatened vengeance for the lofs of their gods at 
Coilgoody, and had already given a fpecimen of their refentment by 
cutting off a party of Sepoys, which the commanding officer of 
Madura fent out to colled cattle. A Colleiy difcovered them in 
the night laying fafl afleep, without any centinds, and immediately 
went and brou^t a number of his cafl, who, coming upon them 
by furprize, flabbed eveiy one of them. The defile, called the pafs 
of Natam, bcgms about twenty miles to die north of the city, and 
continues for fix miles through a wood, impenetrable every where elfe, 
to all, excepting the wild beafls and CoUeries, to whom it belongs. 
The road of the defile is barely fufficient to admit a fingle carriage at 
a time, and a bank running along each fide of it, renders it a hollow 
way : the wood is in mofl parts contiguous to the road, and even in 
fuch places where travellers have felled part of it, the ^e cannot pe- 
netrate farther than twenty yards. 

The army ^quitted Madura on the 28th of May ; a party was fent 
forward to take pofl at a mud fort called VoMynatam, near the entrance 
of the woods, where die refl joined them in the evening, and the whde 
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paflcd the night here. The next morning at day-break they prepared 
to march through the defile : and it being reported that the CoUeries had 
cut down many trees to obftruiSt the way, a detachment of Europeans, 
pioneers and Sepoys, were fent forward under the command of captain 
Lin, with orders to clear the pafs of thefe incumbrances, and to fcour 
die woods on each fide with their fire j but captain Lin neither finding 
&ch obftruftions as had been reported, nor even difcovering the lead 
appearance of ^an enemy, continued his march, and halted at the 
town of Natam on the farther fide of the wood^ Some time after 
the reft of the army entered the pafs in the following order of march : 
fome companies of Sepoys led the van j thefe were followed by a feijeiant 
and twelve Europeans ; and immediately after them came the firft di- 
vifion of artillery, with the tumbrils containing military ftores s then fol- 
lowed the battalion led by captain Polier, after whom marched the 
rear divifion of artillery and tumbrils, which were followed by a fer- 
jeant and twelve men, and thefe by fome companies of Sepoys : then 
followed the baggage of the whole army, carried by bullocks and 
coolies, with feveral elephants and camels belonging to Maphuze 
Khan, and accompanied by fome Sepoys to protcd them. The 
rear of the whole line was clofed by a guard of 20 Europeans, 40 
CafFres, and 200 Sepoys, with a fix pounder, under the command 
of captain Jofeph Smith : colonel Heron with a few horfe proceeded 
before the line.. Nothing could be blamed in this diipofition, except^ 
ing that the commanding oflicer (hould have been in the center with 
the battalion, or with the rear guard, which ought to have been 
ftronger : but the report from captain Lin's party, who had pafled 
without interruption, removed every apprehenfloii of danger, and 
relaxed the fptrit of precaution. The whole army had entered the 
defile, and proceeded, wondering they faw nothing of an enemy of 
whom they had heard fo much ; when, by the careleflfncfs of a driver, 
ene of the heavieft tumbrils belonging to the rear divifion of artillery was 
ftuck in a flough, out of which the oxen were not able to draw it ; 
the oflicers of artillery, however, imagining that they fhould foon be 
able to extricate it, fuffered the troops marching before them to go on 
without calling out or fending to defire them to halt ; and the officer who 
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commanded in the rear of the battalion, feeing feveralof the tumbrils foU 
lowing dofe up with him^ did not fufpe<5l what had happened, and kept 
on his way : moft of the Sepoys, who marched behind the rear divifion 
of artillery, were likewife fufFered to paf$ the carriage in the ilougb, and 
fHXxxeded in the rear of thofe tumbrils which were going on. In the 
mean time the carriage refifted feveral different efforts which were made 
to remove k, and choaldng up the road, prevented the other tumbrils 
which followed, as well as the three field pieces which formed the rear 
diviiton of artillery, from moving on, and thefe flopped the whole line of 
the baggage : thus the front divifion and main body of the army were 
feparated from the rear, which by the abfence of thofe Sepoys bo* 
longing to it, who were fuffered to proceed, was likewife deprived of a 
great part of its force« The Colleries, although unperceived, kept fpiea 
near die road, watching every motion^ but cunningly refrained from 
making any attack, until the ipain body had advanced two miles beyond 
the tumbril, which caufed the impediment, when numbers of them 
began to ^ppczi near the rear guard of the baggage ; but the fire of a 
few platoons foon obliged them to retreat ; and as they remained quiet 
for fome time, it was imagined that they would not venture to make 
anothtt attempt: but on a fudden they appeared in much greater 
numbers « at the other end of the line, where the tumbrii had em- 
barrafied the road, and attacked tfie rear divifion jo£ artillery : bete 
the whole number of troops did not exceed a hundred men, of 
which only twenty-five were Europeans : this force not being fuffici- 
ent to prated all the carriages, the two officers of the artillery pm*- 
dently determined to give their whole attention to the pte&rvaticm oi 
their field pieces, and of the tumbrils which carried their powder and 
(hot. Thefe happened to be altogether in the rear of fiich carriages as 
were laden with other kinds of military flores $ but fortunately feme of 
the wood on the right hand was cut down, and afforded an opening 
which commanded die road in front where the enemy were a&m'- 
bled ; the officers therefore contrived to get their field pieces into the 
opening, from whence they fired fmartly 5 but the enemy ncvcrthelefi 
ttiaintained the attack for fome time with courage, and widi a variety of 
weapons ; arrows, matchlocks, rockets^ javelins, and pikes i every one 
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accompanying his eiTorts with horrible (creams and howlings, and an-^ 1755 
fwerin^ every (hot that was fired upon them with the fame outcries : but 
finding themfelves much galled^ they at length quitted the road, and ipe-*. 
tired into die thickets on each fide> from whence they renewed the 
0ght with equal vigour, and with better foccefs, fince the artillery meii 
were obliged to divide their attention to many different parts at once : 
many of the CoUeries now pulhed into the road amongft the tumbrils 
and carriages, and with their long fpears flabbed the draught bullocks, 
and wounded or drove back the few Sepoys who remained to guard 
them : upon the artillery they were not able to make any impreflion ; 
£>r the gunners, fenfible that the cannon were their only reiburce, fired 
them widi great vivacity and much ef&d ; and captain Smidi likewise 
&ni(ible of the neceffity of protecting the artillery at all events, detached, 
aldiough he could ill (pare them, an officer with a company of Sepoys 
from the rear guard to their afliftance. At length the confufed oat<r 
cries of the enemy were on a fiidden changed to one voice, and nothing was 
heard on all fides but continual repetitions of the ^otdfivamy^ meaning 
gods, which expreflion they accompanied with violent gefticulations and 
antic poftures, like men frantic with joy ; for fome of them cutting down 
^ tumbrils they had ieized, diicovered in one of them moft of die little 
brazen images of their divinities which the Engliih had plundered at CoiU 
goody, it £bemed as if they could not have received more delight in rei^ 
cuing their wives and children fi-om captivity : however, after their gods 
were conveyed out of the reach of danger, they renewed their attacks, 
and continued them at different intervals for feveral hours. Mean 
while no aflidance came from the battalion, nor did one of the n>e(^ 
fengers, fent by captain Smith to inform the commander in chief of the 
diftrefs of the rear, return. It was now four in the afternoon, when 
the enemy, after having defifted fome time from their attacks upon the 
artillery, fallied at once again unexpededly into the road amongft the 
baggage, coolies, and market people of the army, killing, without dif* 
tinilion of age or fex, all they met. From this moment every thing 
was hurried into the utmoR confufion : every one fiung down his bur<- 
den, and men, women and children prefling upon one another, fled to 
the rear guard as their only fanduary : captain Smith, unwilling to ag- 
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gravatc the fuflferings of the poor wretches by firing upon them, took the 
refolution of marching back out of the defile into the plain^ where he 
drew up his men in a little field encloied with a bank, and placing his 
field piece in the center of it; waited for ihe enemy ; who fatisficd 
with the havock they had committed, did not venture to attack him, 
but retreated and difappeared as foon as the defencelefs multitude they 
were driving before them had got out of the wood. Some Lafcars and 
Sepoys were now fent forward to clear the road of the incumbrances 
of baggage with which it was fcattered : after which the rear guard, di- 
vided half before and half behind the field piece and its tumbril, pro- 
ceeded, and fortunately meeting with no interruptions firom the enemy, 
ibon joined the rear divifion of artillery, who had been waiting with 
the utmoft anxiety, expefting every moment to be attacked again : 
great therefore was their joy at being thus rcinfi)rced. It was now 
duik, and no time was to be loft ; captain Smith therefore inunediately 
coUeded what bullocks had efcaped the enemy's flaughter, dcftroyed 
the carriage which hadl)een the firft caufe of the confiifion of the day, 
and drew off all the field pieces with their tumbrils of ammunition, leav- 
ing behind the reft of the ftores, with the whole baggage of the army, 
for want of means to carry them away : about two miles farther in 
the pa& he came up with the battalion, whom he found laying 
on their arms, without either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains amongft them : for thefe five officers had all been fuddenly 
fakcn ill about noon with the extreme heat of the day ; and had pro- 
ceeded in their pallankins through the wood, to the poft where the ad- 
vanced guard under the command of captain Lin was halting : from 
this misfortune the fubordinate officers, left without orders, had not ven- 
tured to make any difpofitions to fuccour the. rear, notwithftanding they 
knew the danger to which it was expofed. Captain Smith now took 
4he command of the battalion, and marched with them through the wood 
to the ftation where the advanced guard and the reft of the officers were 
waiting. Here die army pafled the night, and the next day reached the 
town of Natam, where they were joined by a detachment firom Tritch- 
anopoly : Maphuze Khan accompanied them no farther ; but return- 
ed to Madura. The army continuing their march without any interruption, 
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arrived on the 5 th of June in fight of Tritchanopoly, and encamped at 
Warriore pagodas : colonel Heron was (bon after recalled to Madrais, 
where his condufl: during this expedition was tried by a court martial^ 
by which he was rendered incapable of ferving the company any longer. 
The prefidency of Madrafs now recommended to the Nabob to 
come and fettle with his family at Arcot, where Abdul-wahab had 
created many diforders in the adminiftration, lavifliing away the reve- 
nues with a fpirit of diffipation that would ibon have ruined the pro- 
vince, even if it had long enjoyed the higheft degree of profperity. The 
Nabob acquiefced to this advice, and on the 9th of July quitted Tritch- 
anopoly, accompanied by an efcort of 300 Europeans, and 1000 Se- 
poys, under the command of captain Polier. They proceeded through 
the country of Tanjore, and when arrived at the village of Kondoor, 
the king fent his general Monack-jee, with a numerous train, to make 
his compliments to the Nabob. This interview, like mod others be- 
tween peribns of fuch rank inlndoftan, pafled in the ftrongefl and falleft 
proteftations of an inviolable friendfliip: amongft other profeffions 
Monack-jce faid that his mafter kept 5000 horfe ready to ferve the Na- 
bob, if neceflary, in the Carnatic; and the Nabob, whilil he extolled 
with admiration this exceffive mark of the king's love and friendfliip, 
whifpered to captain Polier that it was all a lie. From Kondoor he 
went to Fort St. David, and from thence on the 1 9th of Auguft 
he arrived within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the plain, refblv- 
ing by the advice of his dervifes to wait for a lucky day to make 
his entry into the city, which fell out on the 21ft. In the mean tin>e 
colonel Lawrence, Mr. Walfli, and Mr, Palk, deputed to invite him 
to Madrafe, arrived at his camp, and contributed to increafe the 
fplendour and reputation of his entry into his capital, from which 
he had been abfent ever fince the death of Nazir-jing. On the 30th 
he came to Madrafs, where after feveral conferences with the prefiden- 
cy, he confented to make over to the company fbme farther aflign- 
ments on the revenues of the country, in order to reimburfe the great 
expences they had incurred in the war. This important point being fet- 
tled, it was determined that he fliould proceed with a detachment of 
300 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys to colled the revenues that were due 
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to him from fuch chiefs as had hitherto withheld them with imfm* 
nity, more particularly from feveral Polygars io the northern parts of 
the province. It was agreed that half the monies which might be coU 
letted fhould be received by the company, in order to defray the ex- 
pences of the troops fent on this expedition ; and a member of the coun- 
cil of Madrafs was appointed to accompany the Nabob, in order to fee 
that this agreement was punctually fulfilled. 

The iquadron under the command of admiral Watibn had 
no opportunity of exerting themfelves iince they returned to Bom* 
bay in the month of January s but their appearance upon the coaft 
neverthelefs contributed to keep the French within the bounds of the 
treaty, which in the beginning of the year the government q[ Pondi* 
^ cherry fhewed fome Inclination to difregard, by claiming and taking 
pofleHion of feveral diftri^fts, io which they had no right, in the 
neighbourhood of Carangoly and Outramalour : however, after ibme 
(harp altercations, this diipute was fettled by an agreement to divide the 
contefted diftii(^ equally between the two nations. In the month of 
April Mr. Watfon w^t with the (hips to Trincanomaly, in order to 
avoid the ietting in of the fouthern monfoon,' which is ibmedmes ac- 
companied with a hurricane : in the middle of May ihcy returned 
to Fort St. David, and in Auguil came to Madrafs; from whence 
they departed on the loth of Odober, in order to avoid the northern 
monfoon, and on the loth of November they arrived at Bombay. Here 
they found feveral of the company's fhips lately arrived from Europe, 
with a coniiderable number of troops, (tnt with an intention to be em- 
ployed on an expedition projedted in England. 

The Eaft-India company, whilft uncertain of the event of the ne- 
gociation in India, received advices of the acquifitions v^ich Mr. Buiiy 
had obtained from Salabad-jing ; and concluding very juflly that nego- 
ciations alone would not induce the French to quit fuch great advanta-- 
ges, they determined to ftrike at their power in the northern parts of the 
Decan by more efl^dtual means. Aurungabad, the capital of this diviiion 
of the Mogul empire, lies no more than one hundred and fifty miles 
weft of Bombay, and the country of the Morattocs much nearer; a 
friendly intercourfe had for fome time been kept up by the prefid^ncy of 
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Boinjbay with the Saha Rajah, and from die frequent difputes, in which 
his general Bak^serow was engaged with Salabad-jing, it was imagined 
that he might be rendered inftrumental in removing the French tiDOpB 
Ax)m the fervice of this prince : it was therefore determined to aflift 
him with a force of Europeans the firil time he fhould march againft 
Salabad-jing, who it was hoped would be fo much alarmed by this 
meafure as to confent to difmifs the French troops from his iiervice, on 
condition that the Engliih retired from the banners of the Morattoes : 
and if he perfifled in his attachment to the French, it was determined 
to weary him into a compliance by vigorous hoftilities, in conjun^on 
with the Morattoes. 

This enterprize required a commander of much experience in the nu- 
litary and political fyftems of the country ; and captain Clive, who was 
at this time preparing to return to India, offered to condud it : the com^ 
pany had rewarded the iervices he bad already rendered, by appointing 
him governor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a commiffion 
of lieutenant colond in the king*s iervice ; but from that dependance 
on the miniftry to which their affairs will always be fubje^ whilft en« 
gaged in military operations, the court of diredors, in compliance 
with very powerful recommendations, appointed lieutenant colonel 
Scot to command the expedition. This officer went to India in the 
preceding year, in the poft of engineer general of all their fettlements, 
but died foon after his arrival at Madrais. The company, however, 
for fear that this or any other accident niight prevent him from under- 
taking the e^tpedition, defired colonel Clive to proceed to Bombay be« 
fore he went to the coafl of Coromandel, that if neceilary he might be 
ready to fupply colonel Scot s place. The troops fent from England for 
this fervke were three companies of the king's artillery, each of loo men, 
and 300 recruits I who arrived at Bombay in the end of Odober^ where 
colonel Clive finding that colonel Scot was dead, propofed to the prefix 
dency to undenake ^e plsUi recommended to them s but they, po&Skd 
by too much caution, imagined that it could not be carried into exe*^ 
cution without infringing the convention made by Me(&s« Saunders 
and Godeheu: this judgmenfji however, had no foundation, either in 

the truce or in the conditional treaty, in which all mention, both of Sa-- 
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labad-jing and of the French troops in his fervice, feemed to have been 
ibidioufly avoided. The court of dire<Sors had explained their whole 
plan to the prefidency of Madrafs ; but the (hip which had the letters 
on board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock laying eight hun- 
dred miles to the eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, within fight of 
the continent of Africa ; and the prefidency of Bombay not providing 
for fuch an accident, but fearful that the letters they might write on 
this fubje<5t would be intercepted by the French, contented themfelves 
with only fending to Madrafs advices of the arrival of colonel Clive 
with the troops, without explaining their deftination ; however, flender 
as this information was, it ferved to fuggefl: to fome members of the coun- 
cil the whole extent of the company's intentions, in confequcnce of which 
they formed a plan for the condud of it, which they recommended in 
the flxongeft terms to the prefidency of Bombay -, but before thefe let- 
ters arrived, that prefidency had taken the reiblution of employing all 
their force, in conjunction with Mr. Watfon's fquadron, againft another 
enemy, who had been long formidable to the Englifh commerce on that 
fide of India. 

The Malabar coaft, from cape Comorin to Surat, is interfered by a 
great number of rivers, which difembogue into the fea ; it appears that 
from the earlieft antiquity the inhabitants have had a ftrong propen- 
fity to piracy, and at this day all the different principalities on the coaft 
employ veflfels to cruize upon thofe of all other nations which they can 
overpower : The Mogul empire, when it firft extended its dominion to 
the fea in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an admiral 
called the Siddee, with a fleet to proteft the veflels of their Maho- 
metan fubjedts trading to the gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, from the 
Malabar pirates, as well as from the Portugueze. The Morattoes 
were at that time in poflfeflion of feveral forts between Goa and Bom- 
bay, and finding themfelves interrupted in their piracies by the Mogul's 
admiral, they made war againft him by fea and land. In this war one 
Conagee Angria raifed himfelf from a private man to be commander in 
chief of the Morattoe fleet, and was intrufted with the government 
of Severndroog, one of their ftrongeft forts, built upon a fmall rocky 
iiland which lies about eight miles to the north of Dabul, and within 
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cannon fhot of the continent : here Conagee revolted againft the Saha 1755 
Rajah, or king of the Morattoes, and having feduced part of the fleet 
to follow his fortune, he with them took and deftroyed the reft. The 
Saha Rajah endeavoured to reduce him to obedience by building three 
forts upon die main land, within point blank fhot of Sevemdroog, but 
Conagee took thefe forts likewife, and in a few years got poffeffion of 
all the (ea coaft, from Tamanah to Bancoote, extending 1 20 miles, toge- 
ther with the inland country as far back as the mountains, which in 
fome places arc thirty, in others twenty miles from the fea. His fuc- 
celfors, who have all born the name of Angria, ftrengthened themfelves 
continually, infomuch that the Morattoes having no hopes of reducing 
them, agreed to a peace on condition that Angria fliould acknowledge 
the foverdgnty of the Saha Rajah, by paying him a fmall annual tri- 
bute ; but they neverthelefs retained a ftrong animofity againft him, 
and determined to avail themfelves of any favourable opportunity to re- 
cover the territories he had wreftcd from them. 

In the mean time the piracies which Angria exercifed upon (hips of 
all nations indifferently, who did not purchafe his pafles, rendered him 
every day more and more powerful. The land and fea breezes on this 
coaft, as well as on that of Coromandel, blow alternately in the twenty- 
four hours, and divide the day ; fo that veflfels failing along the coaft arc 
obliged to keep in fight of land, fince the land winds do not reach 
more than forty miles out to fea : there was not a creek, bay, har- 
bour, or mouth of a river along the coaft of his dominions in w.hich 
he had not ereded fortifications and marine receptacles, to ferve both as 
a ftation of difcovery, and as a place of refuge to his veflels ; hence it 
was as difficult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. His 
fleet confifted of grabs and gallivats, veflfels peculiar to the Malabar 
coaft. The grabs have rarely more than two mafts, although fome have 
three; thofe of three are about 300 tons burthen; but the others are 
not more than 150: they are built to draw very little water, being 
very broad in proportion to their length, narrowing however from the 
middle to the end, where inftead of bows they Jiave a prow, projeding 
like that of a Mediterranean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level 
with the main deck of the veflcl, from which, however, it is feparated 
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by Si bulk bead wbich terounates ttie forocaftle: m thic conftroAiOA 
iiibjeQs die grab to pitch viokntiy when failing againft a bead iea^ die 
deck of the prow is not enckCbd widi fides as the reft of the veflU h, 
but remains hire ; that the water which dafhes upon it oiay paft off 
without interruption ; on die main deck under the Ibrecafiie are moant*'' 
ed two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders^ whkh pc»nt for^ 
wards through port holes cut in die bulk head,, and file over the plow i 
the cannon of the bcoadfide are from fix to nine pounders. The pl^ 
livats are laige ix>w4x}ats -built like the grab, but of linaller dimen* 
fions> the krgeft rarely exceeding 70 tons r they have two mafts, of 
Vihkk the misen is very flights the main maft bears Only one fail» 
which is triangular and very large, the peak of k'when ho^ed bdog 
much h^her than the n^ft itfelf. In general the gallivats are covered 
with a ^uu: dock, made for lightncfs of bumboes tgHit, and tbefe only 
carry petterames fixed on fveivc^ in the gunnel of the vefiel> but tbofe of 
the largeft fize have a fixed deck on which th^ mount fix or eight 
pieces of cannon^ from two to four pounders : they have forty or fifty 
llout oarS) and may be rowed £>ur miles an hour. 

Eight or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gallivats, crowded with men, 
generally compofed Angria's principal fleet deftined to attack fliips of 
force or burthen. The vefiel no feoner came in fight of the port or 
bay where the fleet was laying, than tkcy flipped their cables and put 
out to iea : if the wind hltvi^^ their coaftrudHon enabled them to fiul al- 
moft as §eSi as the wind ; and if it was calm, the gallivats rowing towed 
the ^abs : when vrithin cannon (hot of the chace they generally aflfem* 
bled in her ftem> and the grabs attacked her at a diftancc with dieir 
prow guns, firing firft only at the mafts, and taking aim when the 
three maft» of the veflel juft opened alL together to their view } by which 
measis the fliot would probably ftrike one or other of the three. As 
ibon as the chace was difinafted, they came nearer and battered her on 
all fides until flie ftruck^ and if the defence was obfl:inate, they fent a 
luunber of gallivats with two or three hundred men in each, who board* 
ed l^rotd in hand fi^om all quarters in the fame inftant.^ 

It was now fifty years that diis pieatical ftate. had rendcFed idelf 
. formidable to the tradiag fl^ of aU the European nations in India> and 
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the Engliih i i^-Iudia company had kept up z marme force at the aonual 1755, 

cjcpence of '/i% tbouiaQd pounds to protect dieir own fliips^ as Wicll ai 

diofe bdoQgifig t9 the naerdiants eftab}i(hed in their colonies t for as na 

TciT^ <x>uld with prudence venture fingly topaft l^ Angria's dominiont, 

the trade was convoyed 4t particular times up and down the &a ooafts 

by the eompaoy's armed veflels. But as this focce coofiiled only of four 

£Fabe> two of whidi, however, naoaotcd twenty guns, and fix gallivau, 

it was -deemed eapaUe of nothing more ^an to protedt the trade } and 

indeed it.ftarcely owr iUd any mifdiief to the enemy, who failing much 

better than the Bombay fleet, never fought them longer than they 

thoc^ht proper : in the mean time Angria ieldom failed to take iiich 

(hips as ventured to fail without company along lus coaft. About twentjrw 

eight years ago the^ took the Darby^ a ihip belonging to the compAny^ 

(ichly laden &om England, and more lately a three mafjk grab of iihe 

Bombay fleet : they likewiie took a forty gun fhip bdonging to the 

French conipaAyi and ia Febniaxy, i754> they overpowered three 

Dutch Xhips, cf 50, ^, and iS guns^ which were failing together^ 

burning the two largefl^ and taking the other* In i^zz^ commodore 

Matthews with a iquadmn of throe flups of the line, in eoopniSioa 

with a Portuguese army irqm Goa^ attacked jooe of their forts called 

Coilabhy, but by the cowardice c£ tbe Porlugueze the attem^ frove4 

4miucce(sl^l : and two years afiter that expedition the Dutch, with 

4»|ual ill fiiccHs attacked Cbeda with (even ihips^ two bomb veflels, and 

a body cf land forces. From this tio^ his forts were deemed impreg* 

ijable, as his fleet was with reaibn efteemed formidable. Elated by his 

ooniWit good fertune, the pyrate threw off bis allegiance to the Morattoes ; 

it is faid that he cut off the oofes of tbeir ambaffadors who came to de- 

4nand the tribute he had ^eed to pay to the Saba Ra^ah. The Mor 

rattoes who are in pofleflion of the main land oppofite to Bombay^ had 

ieveral times made propo&ls 10 the governor of the iiland, to attack 

this common enemy with their united forces, but it was not before the 

beginning of the prdent year that bodi parties happened to be ready at 

the iame tioie to undertake iiich 3sx expnlition. Tlx prefideney then 

made a treaty wida Ramajee Punt, the Saha Raj^*s general in theie 

. parts, and agreed to aflHil tbe Mocattoes with their marine force in re- 
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- ducing Sevcmdroog, Bancoote, and fome others of Angna's forts which 
lay near to Choule, a harbour and fortified city belonging to the Mo- 
rattoes. Accordingly commodore James, the commander in chief of 
the company's marine force in India, failed on the 2 2d of March in 
the Protedor of 44 guns, with a ketch of 1 6 guns, and two bomb 
veflels ; but fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria's ftrong holds, 
that the prefidcncy inftrudted him not to expofe the company's veEkls 
to any rifque by attacking them, but only to blockade the harbours 
whilft the Morattoe army carried on their operations by land. Three 
days after the Morattoe fleet, confiding of feven grabs and fixty gallivats; 
came out of Choule, having on board 10,000 land forces, and the fleets 
united proceeded to Comara bay, where they anchored in order to permit 
JVIorattoes to get their meal on fliore, fince they are prohibited by thyir 
rcligioh from eating or wafhing at fea. Departing from hence they an- 
chored again about fifteen miles to the north of Severndroog, whenRa^ 
majee Punt with the troops difembarked in order to proceed the reft of 
the way by land: commodore James now receiving intelligence 
that the enemy's fleet ky at anchor in the harbour of Severndroog, 
Veprefented to the admiral of the Morattoe fleet, that by proceeding im- 
mediately thither they might come upon them in the ni^t, and 
fo eflPedually blockade them in the harbour, that few or none 
would be able to efcape. The Morattoe feemed highly to approve 
the propofal, but had not authority enough over his officers to make 
any of them ftir before the morning, when the enemy diicovering 
them under fail, immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. The 
commodore then flung out the fignal for a general chace ; but as little 
regard Was paid to this as to his former intention ; for ahhough the vef- 
fels of the Morattoes had hitherto failed better than the Englifli, fiich 
was their terror of Angria's fleet, that they all kept behind, and fufllered 
the Protestor to proceed alone almofl: out of their fight. The enemy 
on the other hand exerted themfelves with uncommon induftry, flinging 
overboard all their lumber to lighten their veflels, not only crowding all 
the fails they could bend, but alfo hanging up their garments, and even 
their turbands, to catch every breath of air. The Protestor, however, 
came vvithin gun- (hot of fome of the fternmoft, but the , evening ap- 
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proaching, commodore James gave over the chace, and returned to Se- 
verndroog, which he had pailed ieveral miles. Here he found Ra- 
majee Punt with the army » befieging, as they faid, the three forts on the 
main land j but they were firing only from one gun, a four pounder, 
at the diftance of two miles, and even at this diilance the troops did 
not think themielves fafe without digging pits^ in which diey (belter* 
ed themfelves covered up to the chin from the enemy's fire. The com>- 
modore judging from thefe operations, that they would never take the 
forts, determined to exceed the inftrudtions which he had received from ? 
the prefidency, rather than expofe the Englifti arms to the difgrace they ' 
would fuffer, if an expedition in which they were believed by Angria 
to have taken fo great a (hare, (hould mifcarry. The next day, the : 
ad of April, he began to cannonade and bombard the fort of Severn-- 
droog, fituated on the ifland ; but finding that the walls on the wefV- > 
em fide which he attacked, were moftly cut out of the folid rock, he ; 
changed his (lation to the north-eaft, between the ifland and the main ; . 
where whilft one of his broadfides plied the north-eafl baftions of this < 
' fort, the other fired upon fof t Goa, the largeft of thofe upon the. main > 
land. The baftions of Severndroog, however, were fo high, that the : 
Protedlor could only point her upper tier at them ; but being anchored i 
within a hundred yards, the mufketry in the round tops drove the enemy 
from their guns, and by noon the parapet of the north-eaft baftion was . 
in ruins ; when a (hell from one of the bomb vefTels fet fire to a thatched . 
houfe, which the garrifon, dreading the Protedor's mufketry, w^re afraid . 
to extingui(h: the blaze fpreading fiercely at this dry feafbnof the 
year, all the buildings in the fort were foon in flames, and amongft" 
them a magazine of powder blew up. On this difafter the inhabitants, . 
men, women and children, with the greateft part of the garrifon, in ^ 
all near icoo perfons, ran out of the fort, and embarking in feven orr 
eight large boats, attempted to make their efcape to fort Goa ; but they r 
were prevented by the Englifh ketches, who took them all. The Pro- • 
tedlor now direfted her force only againft fort Goa, where the enemy 
after fuffering a fevere cannonade, hung out a flag as a fignal of furren- 
der J but whilft the Morattoes were marching to take pofTefSon of.it, , 
the governor perceiving that the commodore had. not yet taken pofTef-- 
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Gon^ofSwendixibg, got into a boat with (banc of his tadH trii% m^n ^ 
and croBhA orer to the iflaad, hisping ttxhe able to maiotain the fort 
sbkU he received affiilanc^ from Dahd^ which is in £ght of iL Upon 
this the Protector renewed her Brc upon SevoDdiooig, and the com- 
modore finding that the governor wanted to protraA the defence nnlil 
night, 'when it was not to be doubted ^at Tome boats from Dabul would 
endeavour to throw fiiccpurs into the place, he landed half his ieamen^ 
under cover of the fire of the (hips, who with great intre^ity ran up 
to the gatac, and cutting down the (ally port with their axes, &irced their 
way ixtto it* on which the garrifon furrendered : the other two forts on 
the main land had by this time hung out flags of truce, and the Mo- 
rattoes took po^flion of them. Tliis was all the work of one day, in 
whidi die ^irited xefi^hition of commodore James deftroyed the 
^fimoroiis pFgudices which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impradicabillty of reducing any of Angria's ^xtified harboucs. 

On the 6th of April, the fleet and army proceeded to Banooote^ a £>r- 
tified ifland which commands a harboiu: laying about iix mHes to the 
north of Sevemdroog. The place terrified by the fate of Sevemdroog,^ 
furrendered on ihe fidit fummons, and the Morattoes confented that the 
comj^ny ihould keep it. It is now called fort Vidona, aiul the oountry 
about it being fubjed to the Soddee, is inhabited by Mahomodans^ vrho 
contribute to fupply Bombay with beeves, which it is very xiifficult to 
procure in other parts of the coaft, as they are under the jurifdiiSJon of 
princes of the {Irideft cafts of the Indian rdigion, who woiiQiip the cow, 
and legaid ^e killing of that animal as the greatefl of crimes* 

Ramajee Punt was fo elated by ^de fuccefles, tliat he c^ered Com- 
modore James 200,000 rupeos if he would immediately proceed againll 
Dabul, and fome others of the enemy's forts, a little Co the Ibuthward pf 
that place ; and certainly this was die tixpe to attack them, during the oon- 
ftemation into which the enemy were thrown by the lofles they had jufl; 
iufiained. But the ftormy mon£c>on, which on this coail lets in at the 
end of April, was approaching, and the commodore havii^ already 
exceeded his orders, would not venture to comply with the Morattoe s 
requeft without permifllon from Bombay : however, in order to obtain 
it as expeditioufly z» poiTible^ he failed away thither in the Pxoiedor, but 
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fimod the Pk^fidency, iMitwithftaiidiag the ttnexpe<!ted fticcefies of their 
affiiSy ftill pc^Kiled by their ancient Q»nt of caution, and fo ibilf- 
citons for the fate of one of their bomb ketches, a heavy flat bot- 
tomed boat incapable of keeping the fea in tempeftuoas weather, that 
diey ordered him to bring back flie fleet into harbour without de- 
lay. Accordingly on the i idi he delivered the forts of Scvcrndroog 
tb Ae Morattoes, ftriking die Englifh flag, which for the honour of 
theif arms he had ^hitherto cauied to be hoifled in them i and on the 1 5th 
failed away with his fhips to Bombay : the Mbrattoe fleet ac the fame 
lime returned to Choule. 

The fquadron under the command oi Mr. Watibn arrived at Bombay 
in the November following, and the fair (eafbn being now returned, the 
prefidency with the Morisrttoes renewed their intentions of attacking An- 
gria 5 Mr. Watfbn readily confenting to aflift them with the force un- 
der his command. It was determined if pra£licable, to flrike at once 
at the root of Angria*s power, by attacking Cheria, the capital of his 
dominions, and the principal harbour and arienal of his marine force : 
but it was ib long fince any Engli(hmen had feen this place, that tmft- 
ing to the report of the natives, they believed it to be at leaA as ftrong 
as Gibraltar, and like that fituated on a mountain inacceflible from the fea ; 
fbr this rea(bn it was leibhned to fend vcflck to reconnoitre it, which fervice 
commodore James in the Protedfor, with two other (hips, performed; 
He found the enemy's fleet at anchor in the harbour, notwithftanding 
which, he approached within cannon fliot of the fort, and having at- 
tentively confidcred it, returned at the end of December to Bombay, 
and dcfcribed the place, fuch as if really was, very ftrong indcicd, but 
far from being inacceflible or impregnable. 

Upon his reprcfentation, it was refblved to pro&cote the expe- 
dition with vigour. The Mora ttoe army under the cominrand of Rama- 
jec Punt, marched from Choule, and the twenty gun fhip, with the 
ftoop of Mr. Watfen's fquadron, were font forward to blockade the 
harbour, where they were foon after joined by theftatcdor and a 
twenty gun fhip belonging to the company. And on the 1 ith of Febru* . 
ary the admiral, with the reft of the fhips arrived. The whole fleet 

now united, confiflcd rtffour (hips of the line, of 7a, 64, 60, and 50 

guns. 
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guns, one of 44, three of 20, a grab of 12, and, five bomb ketches, 
in all fourteen veiTels. Befides the feamen, they had on board a bat- 
talion of ^000 Europeans with 1000 fepoys under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Clive. 

, The famous fortrefs of Gherra is fituated on a promontory of 
rpcky land about a mile long and a quarter broad, laying about a mile 
from the entrance of a large harbour, which forms the mouth of a 
river defcending from the Balagat mountains. The promontory projeds 
to the fouth-weft, on the right of the harbour as you enter 5 it is on 
the fides contiguous to the water inclofed by a continued rock about fifty 
feet high, on which are built the fortifications. Thefe are a double 
v^all with round towers, the inward wall rifing feveral feet above the 
outward. The neck of land by which the promontory joins to the 
continent, is. a narrow fand, beyond which where the ground begins 
to expand itfelf, is built a large open town or pettah, for the habita- 
tion of fuch pcrfons whofe attendance is not conftaiitly required in the 
fort. The river direding its courfe to the fouth-weft wafhes the north fides 
'-^f the town, of the neck of land, and of the promontory ^ on the neck 
of land are the docks in which the grabs are built and repaired, from 
whence they are launched into the river : ten of them, amongft which 
was that taken from the company, were now laying in the river, all tied 
together, almoft oppofite to the docks. 

Angria, on the appearance of the fleet, was fo terrified that he left 
his town to be defended by his brother, and went and put himfelf into 
the hands of the Morattoes, who having crofled the river at fomc dif- 
tance from the fea, were already encamped to the caftward of the pettah. 
Here he endeavoured to prevail on Ramajee Punt to accept of a ranfom 
for his fort, oiflfering a large fum of money if he would divert the ftorm 
that was going to break upon him : but the Morattoe availing himfelf 
of his fears, kept him a prifoner, and extorted from him an order, 
direding his brother to deliver the fortrefs to the Morattoes, intending if 
he could get pofilefiiion of it in this clandeftine manner, to exclude his 
allies the English from any fhare of the plunder. 

The admiral receiving intelligence of thefe proceedings, fent a fijm- 
mons to the fort on the morning after his arrival, and receiving no an- 
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fwer^ ordered the ihips to weigh in the afternoon as ibon ai the fea 
wind iet in^ they proceeded in two divifions, parallel to each other, the 
largeft covering the bomb ketches and fmaller vefTels from the fire 
of the fort: as ibon as they had paiTed the point of the promontoiyp 
they flood into the river, and anchoring along the north fide of the for- 
tifications, began, at the diftance of fifty jrards, to batter them with 
1 50 pieces of cannon ; the bomb ketches at the fame time plied their 
mortars, and vwithin ten minutes after the firing began, a (hell fell into 
one of Angria's grabs, which fether on fij^; the reft being faftened toge- 
tticv with her, ibon ihared the fame fate, and in lefs than an hour this 
fleet, which had for fifty years been the terror of the Malabar coaft, 
was utterly deftroyed. In the mean time the cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued furioufly, and filenced the enemy's fire ; but the 
governor, however, did not furrender when the night fet in. Intelligence 
being received from a deferter that he intended to give iip the place the 
next day to the Morattoes, colonel Glive landed with the troops ; and 
in order to prevent the Morattoes from carrying their ichcme into execu- 
tion, took up his ground between them and the fort. Early in the morn- 
ing the admiral fummoned the place again, declaring that he would re- 
new the attack, and give no quarter if it was not delivered up to him in an 
hour : in anfwer to which the governor defired a cciTation of hdftilities 
until the next morning, alledging that he only waited for orders fi-om 
Angria to comply With the fummons. 'fhe cannonade was therefore 
renewed at four in the afternoon ; and in lefs than half an hour the gar- 
rifon hung out a flag of trace, but nevertheleis they did not pull down 
their colours, nor confent to admit the Engliil^ troops s the ihips therefore 
repeated their fire with more vivacity than ever, and the garrifbn, unable 
to fland the ihock any longer, called out to the advanced guard of the troops 
on ihore that they were ready to furrender ; upon which lieutenant colonel . 
Oivje immediately marched up and took pofiefiSion of the fort« It was found 
that notwithilanding the cannonade had deilroyed moil of the artificial 
works upon which they fired, the rock remained a flrong and almoft.im>^ 
pregnable bulwark, {o that if the enemy had been endowed with courage 
fuflicient to have mabtained the place to extremity, it could only have bem 
taken by regular approaches'on the land fide. There were found in it 200 
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17^5. :fkcei of caimdn, fix bra& mortars^ add a great qiiatiti^ of anumuudsil^ 
atod milibiry and naval ftores of all kinda : dite inonejr and efieds df otber 
kinds, amounted to 120,000 pounds fterlirig. All diis hockjwM ditridcfl 
amongft the captors without any referve either for the haiaon or the ix^i- 
pany. Befides the vefTds which were iet on fire during the attaeky dicie 
were twoihips, one of them of 40 guns, updh the ftocks^ both of whidi 
the captors deftroyed. Whilfl the fleet were employed in taking ca board 
the plunder, the Morattoes fent detachments to fummon feveral other 
forts, which furrendered without making any refinance : thus in lefk than 
a.,fnonth, they got pofleffion of all the territories wrefted firom diem by 
Angria's ' predecefibrs, and which they had for ftventy years d^aired of 
ever being able to recover. In the beginning of Aprili the fleet returned 
to Bombay^ where Mr. Watfbn repaired his (quddn>ni and f^ing firem 
dienoe on the 28th of Aprils arrived at Madra& on the 12th oi May* 

During this expedition no material alterations had happened in the 
Englifli and French affairs on the coaft of Coromandel. The detach- 
ment ient under die command of Major Kilpatrick^ to aifift die Nabob 
in collecting his revenues from the Polygars to the north of Aicot^ kq>t 
the field until the end of the year, without being obliged to comnnt 2Bf 
hoflilides ; for all die Polygars confented to acknowledge the Nabobj and 
lAoft of them paid fome money, which although not equal to the tribute 
due firom them, was however accepted, fince the natural firengtih of 
iheir countries enabled them to defend themfelves with great advaa- 
tage; and indeed the Nabob himfelf was very anxious to draw the 
troops out of the countries of thefe infignificant chieis, in order to empl(^ 
them againft one of inuch greater confequence« This was Mortiz-^ly^ the 
Phouidar of Velore, whofe richfes, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his 
capital to Arcot^ rendered him almoA as confiderable in the province as 
the Nabob hin^lf : the independence afiet^ed by diis odious rival pr^r 
xA upon the Nabob's mind fo much, that the prefidency, in compliance 
with his repeated and earneft folUcitaticms, determined to give him die 
fittsfadion of attempting to reduce the dty of Velore. Accorduigly 
the detachfloent returning to Arcot from the expedition againft the 
t'd^gara was reinforced with two hundred Europeans, two eighteen 
pouideis and ieveral companies of Sepoys : the whde^^ now amoimt* 
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iag to 500 fnen in battalion, with 1500 Sepoys, encamped tfafi 39tk if ifSS^ 
Januaiy witlun cannon (hot to the fouth of Velore. The Phaufd v hav^? 
ing ear)y intelligence of their apprpacht applied for afijftance to Mr* de 
Leyrit, the gpyemor of Pondichorry, who wrote to the pi^^deooy oS 
Madrafsi that he regarded their proceedings againft Velore, as a boeacb 
qf the trnpe, and ihould commence hoftilities if the Englifh tiocf)^ wero 
not immodiatdy withdrawn ; as a proof of which intention, he ordesed 
700 Europeans, with 42000 Sepoys, to take &e field : this vigoraut 
re&lution probably proceeded from his knowing that the Engyih 
iquadron were preparing for the expedition againft Angria, vAkk ipm^ 
for Tome months delay their return to the coaft of Coromandd. At thft 
^ime time diat major Kilpatrick was alarmed by the oppsouki of 
foch an eneniy in his rear, he found the place he was come, ^gai^ 
mudi too ftrong to be reduced by die force under hit coainuid i 
Mbiti^srally likewiie had his anxieties | fotr next to the. dread of bviRg 
^ogotpofly attacked, nothing wasi fo teirihle to him « tbff «PP$ffii9 
of adnutdng a body ^ Frdnch troops into bi$ fort s $yitho9g;H tq 
Jimuie the Engii(h, he publicly declared thaf hg ifeqvld iiot, hpfiff tfi ^ 
take this ftep if they commenced hoftilities. Both fides dierefore, h?^^ 
ing cogent reafons to avo^d them, a negocia^Qn yir^ opcnpdik ^nd A^ajipi^ 
(ned Iflpuf went into Velpie to ^tl^ the ter^is. |n ^9 me^ ^Pir 
the Phoufdar*s agent at Madra^, finding ^e prefidency diicflp)c^ct^ hji 
die refolution wUch the Ff^ch had tfiken^ qiade propoiajs in b4^fdf of 
his mafter ; and the prefidency deeming it iqippffibk to f^bd^e the 
place in the prefont conjundure, determined to withdraw their troopi^ 
4nd make peace with him^ provided he would pay the company, 
2 00,000 rupees. In con&quence of this refolution, ^ men^ber qf thc^ 
council was depc^ to Ve^ore, whp, on his arrival at the pamp, found 
^at die Phoufdar had agreed to pay major .Kilpatric{c 400,090 rupees,^ 
if he would immediately retire with the anpy> and that hf^ had alreiid]^ 
ient out fome fealed bags of mopey, which, as he faidt contained 2o,ooc| 
rupees, in part of the fum ftipulated« ^ut by .thi$ tiipe the Phoufdar*^ 
agent was returned from Madrafs to Velorp, having by fome very un^ 
accountable means obtained information of the whole ej^ tent of die d^u(y'^ 
ipflru^ons i this man now came to the camp, and ^covered what he 
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knew, adding that his mafter was ready to jpay the 100,000 rupees. 
In this dilemma the deputy thought heR, to ddny the purport of his com- 
miflion, and to pretend that he was only fent from Madrais to receive 
the money, which had been offered to major Kilpatrick ; and in 
<M'der to perplex the ageiit, he took the reiblution of returning imme- 
diately to Arcot, faying that he fhould leave major Kilpatrick to fihKh 
his work, and if neceiTary to commence hoftilities. This alarmed die 
Phouidar not a little, and he immediately fent meflengers to dcfire the 
French troop to advance; but at the fame time ient his agent after the 
deputy to Arcot, defiring a conference with him at Velore, and promif- 
ingi ^i^ much feeming fubmiilion, to agree to whatlbever die Engliih 
might determine in regard to his difpute with the Nabob. Upon this the 
deputy returned to the camp, and went into the town accompanied by Ma^ 
homed Iflbuf and two Englifli officers. After a fumptuous dinner they 
retired widi the Phoufdar into a private room } who, inftead of making 
any overtures to pay the money which he had ofered to major Kilpa* 
trick, denied that he had ever made fuch agreement; upon this Maho- 
med IlTouf, who had conduced that bufinefs, related Vvhat had pafled; 
to which the Phoufdar with great compofure replied, that all he aiierted 
was a lie. ■ Mahomed Iflbuf ftarting from his feat, clapped his hand 
to his dagger, the Phoufdar railed his voice, and the guards of the palace 
began to be in motion towards the room ; but the deputy interpofing, 
convinced him that his own fafety depended on forbidding them to ap- 
proach : after which the conference was re-affumed. However, the 
Phoufdar (hewed no inclination to pay more than 200,000 rupees, for 
which he infifted on receiving, from the prefidency of Madrafs, a promife 
that he fhould not in future be molefted, either by the Nabob or them- 
fclves. The deputy thinking iuch a funi no compenfation for excluding 
them from taking advantage of a more favourable opportunity to reduce 
a place of fuch importance as Velore, broke up the conference, and re- 
turned to the camp j imagining however, that the Phoufdar would -fbon 
recollect the impolicy of his conduft, in refufing to comply with his agree- 
ment. But by this time the French troops were advanced as far as Ami, 
and the Englifh not venturing to commence hoftilities, no farther 
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propofals were received from him : major Kilpatrick returned (bon after 
with the army to Arcot, and the French troops retired to Pondicheny. 
' Since the proclamation of the truce/ Mr. Bufly had been conftandy 
employed near the perfon of Salabad-jing, fometimes accompanying him 
in . expeditions in the field, at others refiding with him at Golcondah, 
with fupreme influence in his councils. In the expedition which they 
made the preceding year to Myfore, they collected a large fum without 
the neceiii^ of committing any hoftilides -, for, whilft they were encamp- 
ed on the frontiers of the kingdom, waiting for anfwers to the fum- 
mons which Salabad-jing had fent to the regent, the approach of Balaze- 
row's army, who was coming likewife to levy a contribution from him, 
frightened him fo much that he defired Salabad-jing to come and encamp 
under the walls of his capital, Seringapatnam, where he readily confented 
to pay him 5,200,000 rupees, beiides confider^ble prefents to feveral 
of the principal officers, amongft whom it is faid that Mr. Bui^ had 
a ihare. After his return from this expedition, Salabad-Jing remaified 
feveral months at Grolcondah ; and as Mr. Bufly's influence over him 
'was never fo great in a time of tranquillity, as when he had immediate 
occafion for his fervice in the field, feveral of the diicontented lords 
of the court, who were attached to the depofed miniftcr Sied Leflcer 
Khan, renewed their intrigues to diminifh his aflfedion for the French 
troops; and even the Duan Shanavas Khan, wearied by the perpetual 
reproaches of his countrymen for fupporting the intereft of thofe fo- 
reigners, turned again and joined that party, by betraying of which, he 
had obtained the poft he now held. Their icheme was deeply laid ; and 
to fecure the fuccefs of it, they communicated it to Balazerow, whom 
the frequent defeats which he had received fi-om Mr. Buflly, rendered as 
d^firous as themfelves of removing the French troops from Salabad« 
jing's fervice. Every thing being concerted, Balazerow propofed to Sa- 
Jabad-jing to march with their forces united againfl: the city of Sava- 
#iore, the capital of one of the Pitan Nabobs, by whofe treachery Nazir- 
jing and Murzafa-jing lofl: their lives : the fucceffbr of this Nabob had 
hitherto refufed to pay allegiance to Salabad-jing, and had lately entered 
into a defenfive alliance with Morari-row the Morattoe, whom Bala2:e- 
row had regarded as a. rebel ever fince he had aflre(Sed to be in^ 
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d^piendiKit of the S^fi Rajah's fuithority^ Salal>ad-jing eonfented t* 
Bala^tpw's propofaU stad both thi^ir armies^ appeared before Sava*- 
l^pre in the month of Mgrph : this place is fituated about 200 miles to 
the foHth of Qolcondah, and about thirty to the nort^^weft of Bifnagar | 
ft 1$ ftrongly fortified^ and the garrifon was rMo^fibrced by a bochr of Mo- 
flKpeit commanded by Morari-row in perfbn. However, die opcratioac 
of Mr. Bufly foon reduced the Nabob and his al^ ^forariHBpw tt> eiflat 
Into a negpciadon ; and bodi of diem nude their fiibmiffioa, Morari-nnr 
Aoi osdy to 8alahad-jing| hut lil^ewife to Balaseraw.. 
alter this fuccefs, when Mr. ^uiTy^ coni^ipus of the iervL^he had 
dredi ei(pe<Sed npthing \p{$y the difcontented lords, headed t)y Shavaaat 
Khaoj deqi^i^ded of SaUb^drjing^ that he (hould immediatdy difinift 
the French troop; from his ^ice, and oblige them to »tire to Mafii^ 
lipatqam. Salas^row appcirpd at the {ame^ time, and feconded ihab 
f emonftrances with many arguments, ifthkh prohaUy orquld not ham 
prodnosd much efied, ^d he not been at the head of an army equal 
to the Spubah^s. Mr. BufTy, widi his ufual fagacitjr, iaw at once the 
4mpp0ibility of refUUng the combination formed againft him, and mak^ 
ing H XBSVXt of neceflity, pretended tp be as defirous as his enemies 
'CQuld wiih him of quitdng a fervice fraught with fuch difoootenti 
Ilia defign, however, was to gain as £ift as poffible the pxavinces 
which Salabad-jing had given to the French nation, not doubting hat 
«hat he (hould be able to n:iabtain himielf in them againft all the 
fi^cp which could be brought againft him. He therefore took his leave 
cf Salabad-jing, without any mark&of di%uft, and marched away with die 
tnocps under his command, which were atkxly of 600 Europeans, with a 
£ne train of artillery and 5000 Sepoys. But his enemies fl4)eding his 
•defign, determined, if pofiible, to cut off the French troops on their march : 
orders were therefore ient to all the Polygars to oppofe their paflage, 
and Balazerow detached 6000 Morattoes to harrais them : notwich- 
ilanding which, they made their way good with little lofs to Hy* 
jdrabad. Here they arrived on the 1 4th of June, and Mr. fiuily imme- 
diately took poiSeffion of t garden which had formerly hekxiged 
10 the kings of Golpondah, determining to keep this poft until he 
Aould xeccdve fuccours fiom Pondicherry andMafidipatnafn. Salahadt* 
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jing, iiow intirdy under the influence of the hSdon which had removed 
the French from his prefence, prepared to march and attack them in 
Hydrabad } and as a furer means of reducing them, diipatched exprefles 
to the prefidency of Madrais, defiring they would immediately fend a 
body of troq>s, to affifl him in a iervice in which their own into^ w^s 
lb nearly concerned. 

Nothing could be more acceptable to die prefidency than dxis invitt» 
lion } i^ fince the diiappointment of the expeditioQ> which the oeiH<» 
pany had prqjeded to be c^ed on from Bombay^ they de^sired tf 
blvitig ahoflier ^pdHunify ^f ^kin^ «t ^6 French itifhiehcb in the 
northern parts of the Decan ; on which^ heVei^defi^ th6 Veiy dxiflenc^ 
of the Englifh on the cbaft of C6h)A)ahdel reefned fo depend. They 
dierefbre with great alacrity allured 3alabad-jing of dieir intcJlti&n& to 
comply with his requeft, and were on the point of ordering a detadi-- 
sbent of 300 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys to take the field; when in 
the middle of July the^ received letters firom Bengal^ inforiaii^ th^. 
d^ th6 g^6ate(^ danger uiat had ever threatened die company^s dlate int 
the Baft Indies ; to retrieve which from utter perditicHi required nothing : 
lefe than the exertion of the utmoft force that could be fpared from . 
Ae ooaftof Coromandel. 
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Page it, fi «• i7//^ .uniting^ in/ert them. 
Page 85, ]• 20. /^r fouth fide, r^iiJ north 'fide. 

Page 184. L 17 and t8*'for extend near- two miles j and the north and 
Ibuth About ohe, TM^ dctend ne^r two thoufand yards, and the north 
and fouth about twelve hundred. , 

Page 324, I. li. after Brenid", infers it. 

Page 383, L 22. /?r Morana, r^oJ Morawa» ^ 
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DIRECTIONS for the Binder to place the MAPS, 

* 

General Map of Iiidoftan, to face Page ii 
Two Maps of Coroniandel, to face Page 33. 
Gingee, to face Page 155. 
Tritchanopoly, to face Page 1 84. * '^ 
Country adjacent to Tritchanopoly, to facc'Pag^ 2469 
Chinglapet, to face Page 270. 

Plan of the Battle September 23, 1753, to face Page 318^ 
Plan of the Attempt to take Tritchanopoly by efcalade, to face Page sit* 
PJan of the Country iS^Milcs cafty and 10 Miles weft of Tritchanopoly] 
to £i$e Page 348» 
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